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HISTORY 

OF THE 

DECLINE AND FALL 

03^ THE 

ROMAN EMPIRE. 

CHAR XVIL 

Foundation of C(m/iantinople''^Politkal Syfiem of 
Con/iantim^ and his Succejfors. — Military Dif^ 
ciptinc^-^Tbe Palace. — The Finances* 

THE unfortunate Lidniuswas the laft rival CHAP, 
who oppofed the greatnefs, and the laft ^^'* 
captive who adorned the triumph, of Conftan- 
tine. After a tranquil and profperou8 reign, the 
Conqueror bequeathed to his family the inheri- 
tance of the Roman empire; a new capital, a 
new poUcy, and a new religion; and the in- 
novations which he eftablifhed have been em- 
braced and confecrated by fucceeding generations. 
The age of the great Conftantine and his fons 
is filled with important events; but the hifto- 
nan muft be oppreffed by their number and va- 
Vox-m. B riety. 
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CHAP, riety, unlefs he diligently feparates from each 
^^^' , other the fcenes which are connefted only by the 
order o£ time. He wl\ defcribe the pc^cai in- 
ftitudons - that gave ftrength and {lability to the 
empii^ before he proceeds to relate the wars and 
revolutions which haftened its decline^ He will 
adopt the divifion unknown to the ancients, of 
civil and ecclefiaftical affairs: the vidory of the 
Chriftians, and their inteftine difcord, will fup- 
ply copious and diftind materials both for edifi- 
cation and for fcandal. 
Defign of After the defeat and abdication of Lidnius, 
pttaiT ^ ^ vifitorious rival proceeded to lay the founda- 
A. D- 3H- tions of a city, deftined to reign, in future times, 
the miftrefs of the Eafl, and- to furvive the empire 
and religion of Conftandne. The motives, whe- 
ther of pride or of policy, which firft induced 
Diocletian to withdncw himfelf from the ancient 
ieat of government, had acquired additional 
weight by the example of lus fucceffors, and die 
habits of forty years. Rome was infeniibly con* 
fbunded with the dependent kingdoms which had 
once acknowledged her fuprenllacy; and the 
country of the Cadars was viewed with cold in- 
difference by a martial prince, born in the neigh- 
bourhood of the Danube, educated in the courts 
and armies of Afia, and invefted with the purple 
by the legions of Britain. The Italians, who had 
.received Conftanrine as their deliverer, fubmif- 
fively obeyed the edifts which he fomedmes con- 
defcended to addrefs to the fenate and people of 
Rome ; but they were feldom honoured wiA the 
prefence of their new fovereign. During the vU 

gour 
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gour of his age, Conftantme, according tQ the va^ ^ xviZ' 
tioiis exj^endes of peace and war, moved with > -^- _r 
ilow ctigDity, or with a^ve diligence, abng the 
frontiers of his extenfive dominions ; and was alt 
ways prepared to take the field either againft a 
foreign oi; a domeftic enemy. But as he gradu^ 
ally reached the fummit of profperity and the de* 
cline of life, he began to meditate the defign of 
fbdng in a more permanent ftation the ftrength a| 
well as majefty of the throne. In the choice of 
an advantageous fituation, he preferred the €on« 
fines of Europe and Afia ; to curb, with a power<p 
fill arm, the barbarians who dwelt between the^ 
Danube and the Tanais ; to watch with an eye of 
jealoufy the condud of the Perfian monarch, who 
indignantly fupported the yoke of an ignominious 
treaty* With thefe views, Diocletian had feleded 
and embelliihed the refidence of Nicomedia : but 
the memory of Diocletian was juftly abhorred by 
the prote&or of the church ; and Coi^antine was 
not infenfible to the ambition of foimding a dty 
which might perpetuate the glory of his own 
name. During the late operations of the war 
againft Lidnius, he had fuffident opportunity to 
contemplate, both as a foldier and as a ftatefman, 
the incomparable pofition of Byzantium ; and to s:tuAtioa 
obferve how ftrongly it was guarded by nature 2unu**"^ 
againft an hoftile attack, whilft it was accef- 
fible on every fide to the benefits of commercial 
intercourfe. Many ages before Conftantine, 
one of the mod judicious hiftorians of anti« 
B 2 quity 
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quity ' had defcribed the advantages of a fituation, 
fixwn: whence a feeble colony of Greeks derived 
the command of the fea, and thig- honours of a 
flouriAiing and independent republic *. ' 
* If we furvey Byzantium in the extent which it 
Acquired with the auguft name of Conftantinoj^e, 
the figure of the imperial city may be reprcfentcd 
under that of an' unequal triangle. The obtufe 
point, which advances towards the eait and the 
•fliores of Afia, meets and repels the waves 'of the 
Thracian Bofphorus. The northern fide of the 
city is bounded by the harbour ; and the fduthern 
is wafhed by the Propontis, or' fea t>f Marmara. 
The bafis of the triangle is oppof^d' to the^weft, 
and terminates the continent of Europe. But the 
admirable form, and divifion of the circumjacent 
land and water cannot, without a more ampJc ex- 
planation, be clearly or fufficiently undcrfbood. 

The winding channel through whkh the waters 
of the Euxine flow with a rapid and inceffant 
tourfc towards the Mediterranean, received the 
appellation of Bofphorus, a name not Ie& cele* 



' Polybius, 1. ir. p. 423. edit. Cafaubon. He obferres that the 

peace of t!.e ByzAiitiiies was frequently difturbcd, and the extent of 
their territory contri(*trt!, by the inroads of the wild Thradans. 

* The navigator Byzas, who was ftyted the fon of Neptune, 
founded the city 656 yciirs before the Chriftian jEra. His followers 
were drawn from Argos and Mcgrara. Byzantium was afterwards 
rebuilt and fortified by the Spartnn trencral Paufaiiias. SecScaliger 
Animadverf. ad Eufeb. p. 81. Duonnge Conftantifiopolis, I. i. 
put i. cap 15, 16. With regard to the wars of the Byzantines 
againft Philip, the Gauls, and the kings of Bithynia, we ftiould 
truft none but the .-.ncieut writers who lived befbre the greatnKs of 
Ihe imperial city had excited a fpirit of llattcry and fiAIon. 
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brated in the hiftory, than in the faUes, of an^ ^xvti^* 

dquitJ^ rA. crowd, of temples and .of vptive .al- i— vl i 

tars profufely icattered along its .ileep and usoody 

baab, attefted the un&ilfiihiels^ the terrors, and 

the devotion of iixe Grecian navigators^ who^ after 

tbe exainp^e of the Argonauts^ explored the dan- 

gers of th^ inhofpit^e Eiudne. On thefe .banks 

tradition iong praferved the memory of the palace 

d Phincus^ infefted by: tho obficene harpies * r 

aod of the fylvaa reign of Amycus, who defied 

the ion of Leda to the combat of the Ceitus'. 

The ftrdghts of the Bofphorua arc terminated by 

the Cyanean rocks/ vrHich^ according to the de- 

[aipdon of the poiets, had once doated on the 

tee of die waters ; and. were dellined by the gods 

to proteft the entrance of the Euxine againft the 

eye of profuie curiofity ^. From the Cyaneah 

rocks to the point and harbour of Byzantium, the 

^ The E^rphorns 1i;is been very minutely deicrifapil by Diooytius 
of Byzantiumi who lived in the time of Domitian (liudfori Geo- 
graph. Minor, torn. Wu), and by Gllles o: Gylliiis, a French tra- 
veller df the XVIth century Toumefort (Lettre XV.) fccms to 
luTc iiied his own eyes and the learning of Gylliui. 

♦ There are very few conjedlures fo happy as that of Lc Clerc 
(BiUJotbeque Univerfdlc, tom. i, p. 148.), who fuppofes that the 
harpies were only locults* -Tlie Syriac or Pbaenician name of thofe ' 
into, their noify flight, the ftench and devaftation whtcb they oc- 
cafion, and the north wind wh<ch drives them into the fca, all con* 
tribute to form the ftriking refemblance. 

5 Tkc refidence of Amyous was in Afia, between the old and the 
|Kw caftles, at a place called Laurns Infana. That of Phineus was 
^n F.uTope, near the village of Mauromole and the Black Sea. See 
Gyinw dc Bofph. 1. ii. c. 13. Toumefoit, Lettre XV. 

* I he deception was occaiioned by feveraJ pointed rocks, alter! 
njtcly covered and abandoned by the waves. At prefent there arc 
IwofmaUiGands, one towards^ejther ftiore : that of Europe is dif- 
^^^iu^ftitd by the column of Pompey. 

B 3 winding 
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CHAP, trading length of the Bofphorus extends about 
fixteen miles % and its moft ordinary breadth 
may be computed at about one tqile and a half^ 
The new caftles of Europe and Alia are conftru£b<« 
ed, on either continent, upon the foundations of 
two celebrated temples, of Serapis and of Jupiter 
Urius. The efd cafUes, a work of the Greek em- 
perors, command the narroweft part of the chan- 
liel, in a place where the oppofite banks advance 
within five hundred paces of each other. Thefe 
fortrefTes were reftored and ftrengthened by Ma* 
homet the Second, when he meditated the ficge 
0f Gonftantinople ' : but the Turkiih conqueror 
was mod probably ignorant, that near two thou* 
fand years bdbre his reign> Darius had chofen the 
fajne fituation to coimed the two continents by a 
bridge of boats*. At a imall diftance from the 
old caftles we difcover the little town of Chryfo- 
polis, or Scutari, which may almofl: be confidered 
as the Afiatic fubuib of Gonftantinople. The 
Bofphorus, as it begins to open into the Propon- 
tis, pafies between Byzantium and Chalcedon. 
The latter of thofe cities was built by the Greeks, 

^ The ancients computed one hundred and twenty ftadiai or 
fifteen Roman miles. They mcafured only from the new caftles^ 
iut they carried the ilreigbts as far as the town of Chalcedon. 

' Ducat Hift. c. 34- LeoncIaYius Hift. Turcia Mufuimanica* 
]. XV. p. 577. Under the Greek empire thefe caities were ufed at 
^ate prifoni, under the tremendo|i« name of Lclhe^ or towers of 
oblivion. 

9 Darius engraved in Greek and Aflyrian letters on two marbl^ 
columns, the names of his fnbje^-nations, and the amazing num- 
bers df his land and fea forces. The ByzanUnes afterwards trant* 
ported thefe columns into the city, and ufed them for the altars of 
their tutelar deities. Herodotus^ L ir, c. 87* 

>fcw 
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a few years IjcfoiiB the former j ^d th,^ b]Ubdne& ^xvh'* 
of its foundort^. who overlooked the fupeft[or_ad- \^ ,-Lf 
vantages of the oppofite coaft, has been ftigmatifed 
by a proverbial expre£Gion of, contempt '^ 

The harbour of Conftantinople, which maybe The port. 
cQofider^ as an arm of the Bofphorus^ obtained, 
in a yery re^iote period, the denominati<m of the 
Golden Ham» The curve which it defcribes might 
be compared to the horn of a (tag, or, as it ihould 
ieem, with more propriety, to that of an ox". 
The epithet of gt^den was expreilive of the riches 
which every wind waited fiom the moil diftant 
coimtries inito tho fecure and capacious port of 
Conitantinople* The river Lycus, formed by 
the conilux of two little ftreams, pours into the 
haibour a perpetual fupply of freih water, which 
ferves to cleanfe the bottom, and to invite the pe- 
nodical (hoals of iifh to feek their retreat in that 
convenient recefs. As the viciffitudes of tides 
are ficarcely felt in thofe feas, the conitant depth 
of the harbour allows goods to be landed on the 
quays without the affiilance of boats} and it has 
been obferved, that in many places the largeft 
vefiels may reft their prows againft the houfes, 

» Namque artMRitio mtef Europam Afinmqoe divortio Bysan« 
tiam in extrema Buropa pofiicre Gneci, qnibus, Pythitim ApoITi* 
nem confiilcntibuft ttbi conderent arbetni rrdditum oracuhim eft, 
ipiaeivipeiit ttAtm i^contm territ adverfain. £a ambage Cbaiccdonii 
monftrabantdry qaod priori itKic advedti, pr«vUa locoruin utilitate 
jttjora Icgiflent. Tadt. Aonal. xii. 6». 

«« Straboy l/x. p. 492. Moft of the antlers are now broke off; 
or» to 4)eak lefK figuratively, moft of the receffes of the harbour 
are filled up. See Gytli 4e Bofphoro Thracio^ 1. i. c. $. 

B 4 while 
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cH A p. while 'itlieir ftems ^ne- iloa&ig- in the water "*. 
l^tdai th/e momb of the L^custo that of thehar- 
^bour» 4iiiram-of thcBofphiHW i&tnore than fe- 
ven miles iii length. The entrance '» about ftre 
hundrei yard^ broad, aad a flro»g thfin podtd be 
Qccafiosiallf drawn ' acrofs it, • to guard the port 
and dty from the attack of an hoftil6 navy ". 

JJjePro. Between the Bofpihoru*- and the Heliefpont, the 
fhovcs of Europe and Afia* receding on eidier- fide 
inclofe the fea of Marmara^ which was known to 
the ancients by the denomination of Prc^ontis. 
The navigation from the iffue of the Bofphofus to 
Ae .^trance <:^ the Hellefpont i$ about one hun- 
dred and twenty miles. Thofe who fteer their 
weftward courfe through the middle of the Pro- 
pontis, may at once defcry the hi^h Ifstnd^ of 
Thrace and Bithynia, and never lole fight of the 
lofty fummit of Mount Olympus, covered with 
eternal ^fnows**. They leave on the left a deep 
gulf, at the' bottom of which Nicomedia* was 
feated, the imperial refxdence of Diocletian; &d 

»* procoplus dc iEdifidis, 1. i. c. 5. H»5 dcfcrjption i$ confirnu 
tti by modern travcllcrg Sec Thevcnot, part 1. 1. i. c. 15. Tournc- 
ibrt, Lcttre XU. Kicbuhr Voyage d' Arable, jk »», 

13 See Dwsangc, C. P. 1. 1. {uurt t. c, 16. and his Obfqrvations fur 
linikhardoMi»i p> ^9» The chain was d^anh^ from tke Acropolis, 
mar th#: modern Kioik» to Um tower of GftUta ;'and was fuppoited 
^ convenient diftano6« by large wooden pileii " 

H Thevenot (Voyages au Levant, part i. L 1. c. 14.) coufrads 
^e meaAire to its fi*^!'^ Greek mtles. Btelon (Obfcrvatioris, I. ii. 
c. I.) gJvra ft good dcfcription of th* PVopontia, but contents hina- 
fclf with the vague cx^reflion of one day and one night*s feii. When 
Sandy* (IVffveU, f^. »i.) talk» of 150 fiiHonrgs in length as well as 
breadth^ we can only fuppofe fome mifiake of the pref» in the text 
of that judicious traveller. 

••'' '6 ^ they 
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&cf iMf$ the final! Htands of Cyzknis and Proom. ^xvu^* 
adus before they caft anchor at GaUipoIl^ ivhere \_ n^,,' ■ 
^ fea, ^hich £^parate$ Afia froot uEurope, is 
agun contra&ed into a narrow channel. 

The geographers who» with the nnoft fkilful TheHeU 
accuracy, I have furveyed the fonn and CKtent tjS ^ 
the Hellefpont, aflign about iixty miles for the 
winding .cojorfe, and about three miles ;£br die 
ordin^' breadth of thofe celebrated ftrei^bts ''• 
But the narrowed part of the channel is found to 
the northward of the old Turkifh caftles between 
the cities of Ceftus and Abydus. It was here that . 
the adventurous Leander braved the pallage t£ 
the flood for the poffeflion .of his miftrefs.'^ it 
\ias here likewife, in a place where the diftance 
between tlie oppofite banks cannot exceed five 
hundred paces, that Xer:s:es impofed a itupendoiis 
bridge of boat§, for the purpofe of tranfporting 
into Europe an hundred and feventy myriads of 
barbarians '^ A fea contraded within fuch nai^ 

row 

"5 See an admirable difrert.tioa of M. d^AnvilIe upon the Helle- 
fpont or Dardanelles, in the Memoires de rAcademie dea lafcrip- 
tions, torn, xxviii. p. ^1^^*346. Yet even that ingenious geogra- 
pher is too fond of fuppoiing new» and perhaps imaginary meafurg^^ 
for the purpoie of rendering ancient writer* as accurate us himfelf. 
The ftadia employed by Herodotus in the defcription of the £aaine» 
the Bofphorus, &c. (1. iv. c. S5.) muft undoubtedly be all. of the 
£une fpecies : but it feems impoifible to reconcile them eiUier with 
truth or with each other. 

>6 The oblique diRance between Seflut aqd Abydug was thirty 
fUdia. The improbable tale of Hero and Leander is expofisd by M . 
Mahudely but is defended on the authority of poets and medais by 
M. de la Nauze. See. the Academic des Jnicriptions, torn, vii, 
HiA. p. 74. Mem. p. 240. 
■7 See the feventh book of Herodotus, who has creAed an elegant 

trophy to his own fame and to that of bis country. The review ap- 

peart 
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CHAK taw liimts, may fecm but ill to deferrc the fin- 

XVII* 

gular epithet of broad^ which Horner^ as well as 

Orjdieitt^ has frequently bellowed on the Helle- 
ipont But our ideas o( greatnefs are of a rela- 
tive nature : the traveller^ and efpedally the poet, 
who failed along the Hellefpont^ who purfued the 
windings of the dream, and contemplated the 
rural fcenery, which appeared on every fide 
to terminate the profpe£l, infenfibly lofl the re- 
membrance of the fea; and his fancy painted 
thofe cdebrated (treights, with all the attributes 
of a mighty river flowing with a fwift current, in 
the midft. of a woody and inland country, and at 
length, through a wide mouth, difcharging itfelf 
into, the j£gean or Archipelago**. Ancient 
Troy'% feated on an eminence at the foot of 
Mount Ida, overlooked the mouth of the Helle- 
fpont, which fcarcely received an acceffion of 
waters from the tribute of thofe inunortal rivu- 
lets the Simois and Scamanden The Grecian 

pciti to have been made with tolerable accuracy ; but the vanity, 
|M of the Perfiansy and afterwards of the Greeks, wat interefted to 
magnify the armament aiid (he viAory. I ihould much doubt whe- 
ther the kroaders hare ever outnumbered the men of any country 
whtth they attacked. 

*• See Wood's Obfenrations on Hokner, p. 310. I have, with 
•pkafurr, feleded this remark from ^'.n author who in general ieema 
to have difappointed the czpe^ation of the public as a critic, and 
ftill more as a trave Icr. He had vifited the banks of the Hellefpont ; 
he had read Strabo ; he ou^ht to have eonfulted the Roman itine- 
fanes'^ how was it pofiible for him to eoufound Ilium and Alex- 
andria Troas (Obfervations, p. 34.0, 34X.)» two cities which were 
Ifatleen miles diftant from each other? 

>f Demetrius of Scf pHs wrote ftxty books on thirty lines of Ho-> 
Bier's Catalogue. The Xillth Book of Strabo is fufficient for our 
curiofity. 

camp 
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camp had ftretched twelve miles along the fbore ^SA^* 
from the Sigsean to the Rhastean promontbry^ ^msma 
and the flanks of die anny wei^ guarded by the 
braveft chiefs who fought under the banners of 
Agamemnon. The firft of thofe promontories 
was occupied by Achilles with his invincible 
Myrmidons, and the dauntlefs Ajax pitched fait 
tents on the other. After Ajax had fallen a facri* 
fice to his difappointed pride, and to the ingrati* 
tude of the Greeks, his fepulchre was ereded on 
the ground where he had defended the navy 
a^^ainlt the rage of Jove and of HeSor ; and the 
ddzens of the rifing town of Rhseteum celebrated 
his memory with divine honours**. Before Coiii 
ftantine gave a juft preference to the lituadon of 
Byzantium, he had conceived the defign of ered- 
ing die feat of empire on this celebrated fpot^ from 
whence the Romans derived their fabulous origin. 
The extenfive plain which lies below ancient Troy, 
towards the Rhaetean promontory and the tomb of 
Ajax, was firft chofen for his new capital ; and 
though the undertaking was foon relinquiihcdy the 
ftately remains of tmfinilhed walls and towers af^ 
trad^ the nodce of all who failed through ;be^ 
firdghcs of the Hellefpont \ 

"mi 

^ Straboy 1. xiu. p. 595. The difpofition oj^^tbe (bipt which 
were drawn upon dry land, and the pofts of Ajax and Achilles^ arf 
Tcry clearly dcicribed by Homer. See Iliad ix. «to. 

" Zoiim. 1. ii. p. 105. Sozomen, L ii. c. j; Theophanes» 
p. 18. Nicepborus Calliftus, }. vii. p. 48. Zonacat, torn, iu 
I xiii. p. 6. Zofimus places the new city between Ihum and Alexan* 
dria, but this apparent difference may be reconciled by the large ex- 
tent of it$ circumference* Before the foundation of Conftantinople, 

Theflalooie^l 
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CH Al^ We are at prefent qualified to view the advan- 
iL r-u-^ Lf tageous pofition of Conftantinople ; which ap- 
Advan- pears to have b^en formed by Nature for the 
Confian. centre and capital of a great monarchy. Situated 
tuiope. j^ ^YiQ forty- firft degree of latitude, the Imperial 
city commanded, from her f^ven hills **, the op- 
ppfite ftiores of Europe and Afia ; the climate was 
healthy , and temperate, the foil fertile, the har- 
bour fecure and capacious ; and the approach on 
the fide of the continent Vvas of fms^U extent and 
€afy defence. The JSojTphorus and the Hellefpont 
may be confidered as th^ two gates of Cpnftanti- 
Dople; and the prince \yjhp* jpSijfipsff^^ ^ im- 

po^rtant.paiTage^ could always fliut- them againft a 
npyal cpemy, and open them to the fleets of com- 
merce. The prefervaticn of the caftem provinces 
may, in fome degree, be afcribed to the policy 
pf Ccwiftantine, as the Barbarians of the Euxine, 
who in the preceding age had poured their arnt^- 
ments into the heart of the Mediterranean, foon 
defifted from the exercife of piracy, and defj^red . 
of forcing this iafurmountable bArri^:. , .When 
the gates of the Hellefpont aijd Bofphorus were 
Ihut, the capital (lilt enjoyed, within their fpa- 
cious inclofure, every produdion which could 
fnpply the wants, or gratify the luxury, of its nu- 

Th^flalonlca is mentioned by Cedrenus (p aX^.), aild Sardtca by 
Zona^as, as the intended capital. They both fuppofe, with very 
Kttle probability, that the Emperor, if he had not been prevented 
, by a prodigy, would have repeAtcd tiie millake of the bliod Chalce- 
donians. 

•• Pocock*8 Defcripfion of the Eaft, vol. ii. part ii. p. 127. 
H:r i)!an oi the ftvtn hills is clear and.accuratc. That traveller is 
£:ldoni fo fatisfadory. 

merous 
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merous inhabitants. The fea-coafts of Thrace ^?v^*** 
and Bithynia, which languiih under the weight of Ci^y^ 
Turkifh opi^eiGon, ftiB exhibit a rich profped 
of vineyards, of gardens, and of plentifiil har* 
vefts ; and the Propontis has ever been renowned 
for an mexhauftible ftore of the mod exquifite 
fflb, that are taken in their ftated feafons, without 
fldll, and altnoft without labour *^. But when the 
paflages of the Streights were thrown open for 
trade, tbey alternately admitted the natural arid 
artificial riches - of the north and fouth, of the 
Euidiie, and ofc the Mediterranean. Wliatever 
rude commodities were collefted in the forefts of 
Germany and Scythia, as far as the fources of the 
Tanais and the Boryfthenes; whatfoever was 
manufaftured by the IkiU of Europe or Aiia ; the 
com of Egypt, and the gems "and fpices of the 
fartheft India, were brought by the l^rying 
winds into thd port -of CdnftahtinopFe, which, for 
many ages, attrafted'the commerce of the aiici^t 
worW. 

The profpeft of beauty, of fafetv, and of Foun^*- 
wealth, umted m a nngle Ipot, was lumcient to city, 
juftify the chcjte of Coftftantine. But as foine 
decent mixture of ptodigy and fable has, in every 

» 

^ 5« Bclon. Obicrvations» c. 7a— 76. Among a variety of dif- 
ferent fpccies, thc-Pdamides, a lort of Thnnnies, were the moft 
ctlcbrated. Wc may learn from Polybius, Strabo, and Taciluf;, 
that tKe profits of Che fiflMrry conditured the principal revenue of 
Byzantium. 

^ See the eloquent defcrtption of Buftequlu?, epiftol, i. p. 64. 
FftinEnropa; habct in corjfpev^ii A(iam» JEgyptum, Africamquc 
a deKtra : qujc tametfi contigiiae iion funt, maris t«imtn navi^an- 
dique ccmmudiiau vrhiti juD^uulur. A lii»Ura vero rculus <fk 

EUMDUS, &c. 

age. 
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CHA.?. age, been fuppofed to refleft a becoming majefty 
on the origin of great cities*', the emperor was 
defirous of afcribing his refolutipn, not fo much 
to the uncertain comifels of hmnan policy, as to 
the infallible and eternal decrees of divine wis- 
dom. In one of his laws he has be^ careful to 
inftrua pofterity, that, in obedience to the com- 
mands of God, he laid the everlafling foundations 
of Conftantinople ** : and though he has not con- 
defcended to relate in what manner the coeleftial 
infpiration was comniunicated to his mind, the 
defefl: of his modeft fi^ce has, been lib^aJUy 
fupplied by the ingenuity of fucceeding writers ^ 
who defcribe the nodumal viTion which appeared 
to the fancy of Conftantine, ^» ^e flept within the 
walls of Byzantium. The tutelar genius of the 
city, a venerable matron finking under the weight 
of years and infirmities^ was fuddenly transformed 
into a Uooming maid, whom his own hands 
adorned with all the fymbols of Imperial groat- 
llefs*^ The monarch awoke, j interpreted the 
auffMcious omen, and obeyed, without hefitation, 
the will of heaven. The day which gave birth to 
a city or colony vras celebrated by the Romans 
with fuch ceremonies as had been ordained by a 

^' Datur hsec venia antiquitati, ut mtfc^ndo humana diTini;, pri- 
Biordia urbium auguftiora faciat. T. Li v. in pi:oein. 

'^ He fiys in one of his laws, pro commoditate Urbit qoam 
flcterno nonnine^ jubente Deo> donavlmus. Cod. TbeodoC.L xiii* 
tii.T.leg. 7. 

*7 The Greeks, Thcophanes, Cedrenus, and the Author of the 
Alexandrian Chronicle, conHne themfdves to vague aad general ec. 
prefTions. For a more particiilar account of the viiion, we are 
oftTtged to have recourfe to fuch Latin writers as WiUiam of 
Btahnfbury. See Ducange C. P. 1 i. p. a4* *s* 

generous 
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geoeroos f uperftition ^ ; and though Coofta&tiiie ^JL»^* 
jn^ht omk fome rites which favoured too ftronglf u.*y^ 
of their Pagan origin, yet he was anxious to 
leave a deep impreffion of hope and refpe£b on the 
nnnds of the fpedators. On foot, with a lance 
in his hand, the emperor himfelf led the folemn 
procefion; and direded' the line, which was: 
traced as the boundary of the deftined capital: 
till the growing circumference was obferved with 
aftoniihinent by the aflillants, who, at lengthy 
Tcntured to obferve, that he had already exceeded 
die moft ample meafure of a great city. ^^ I fhaU 
** ftill advance,** replied Conftandne, " till he, 
^ the invifible guide who marches before me, 
" thinks proper to ftop **•** Without prefuming 
to inveftigate the nature or motives of this extra- 
ordinary cpndudor, we fliall contenjt ourfelves 
with the more humble talk of defcribing the exr 
tent and limits of Conftantinople '% 

In the adual ftate of the city, the palace andt Bxtotu. 
gardens of the Seraglio occupy the eaftem pro- 
montory, the firft of the feven hills, and cover 

^ See Flutafth in Romul. torn, i, p. 49- edit. Bryan. Among 
other ccmnoxiicsy a large bofe^ which had been dag for that pur« 
pofir, was filled up with handfuls of earth, which each of the fe^tlert 
brought from the place of his birth, and thas idopted hit new 
country. 

« Philoftorg'as, 1, it. c. 9. This incident, though borrowed from 
a fii^iedcd writer, is charadteriftic and probable. 

i» See in the Memoires de TAcademie, tom. xxxt. p. f47^^5t» 
a difetation of M. d'Anville on the extent of Conftantinople, He 
takes the plan inferted in the Imperium Oriental^ of Banduri as .tho 
moft complete; but, by aferies of very nice obfervations, he re- 
duces tKe extravagant proportion of the fcale, and ioftead of 9509» 
determrncs the ctfcunference of the city as coaQfting of about yUoot 

9 about 
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CHAP, about one hundred and fifty acres of our own 
diesfure* The (eat of Turkifli jcaloufy and de- 
^tifm is ere6:ed on the foundations of a Grecian 
republic J but it may be fuppofed that the By- 
zantine were t«mpted by the conveniency of the 
harbour to ^ctend their habitations on that fide 
beyond the modem Kmits of the Seraglio. The 
new walls of Conftantine ftretched from the port 
to the I^oponds acrofs the enlarged breadth of 
this triangle, at the diftance of fifteen fi:adia from 
the ancient fortification; and with the city of 
Byzantium they inclofcd five of the feten hills, 
which, to Ae eyes of thofe who approach Con- 
ftantinople, appear to rife above each other in 
beautiful order'*. About a century after the 
death of the founder, the new building, extending 
on one fide up the harbour, and on the other along 
the Propontis, already covered the narrow 
' ridge of the fixth, and the broad fummit of the 
feventh ' hill. The neceffity of proteding thofe 
fuburbs from the inceffant inroads of the Barba- 
rians, engaged the younger Theodofius to fur- 
round his capital with an adequate and permanent 
inclofure of walls '*. From the eaftem promon- 
tory to the golden gate, the extreme length of 

" Codinus Antiquitat. Coiift. p. ij. He affigns^he church of 
St. Antony m the boundary od the fide of the harbour. It is men- 
tioned in Ducangc, 1. iv. c. c; but I have tried, without fucceft, 
to difcovcr the exaft place wher<; it was fituated. 

?* The new wall of Ihcodofiui was conftrudted in the year 413. 
In 44.7 it was thrown down by an earthquake, and rebuilt in three 
months by the dihgencc of the prxfeA Cyrus. The fuburb of the 
Blachcrnac w<s firft taken into the city in the reign of Heraclius. 
I^ucange Conft. I. i. c. xc, 11. 

Conflan- 



OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 17 

Conftaiitmople was about thra& Roman miles *^j ^xviL* 
die cucumfisreDice nieafured between ten aadl Vg»«i^ 
(hea; and» the fuiface might be computed as 
equal td^about two tbou&nd Eiig^ acrqs* It is 
impoffiUe to juftify the yain a94? credulous eac- 
aggeramms^ of modem travellers^ who l^ve fome- 
(kes {Jn/toiieA tb^ limits of CoDflantmqple over 
Ae a^eat> viUagts of the SiiropAn^ mA evea 
of ih.A&iLtic:fo»&-^\ Biit^ the fuburbs of Pera 
and Galitfa^ ^ough* fituate beyond- the haibour, 
my ddarve to be cenfidered as a part of the 
atj^i m^ thit luklidon may peifhaps authorife 
the qaes&ure of a Byzaatine hift(Hiaa» who iM&gns 
fixteea Greek (ab^ut fourteen Roman) miles for 
thedrqunfecence of his native dty^^ Suck an 
Qtent loay feem not unworthy of an Im|perial re- 

'^ The mcafuremcnt is exprefTed in the Notitia by x 4^075 fiect. 
Ith reafcnable to fuppoft that thefe were Greek feet ; the propor- 
^n of wfaidi has hten ingemoafly determined by M. d*AiiTflIe. 
Ht comparts the iSo feet with the 7S Hafhcmite cubit8» which in 
<iiifatnt writcr« arc afligned for the height of St« Sophia. Each 
oftbefe cubits waB equal to 17 French inches. 

^ The accurate Thevenot (1. 1. c. i j.) walked In one hour and 
three quarters round two of the fides of the triangle, from the Kioflc 
<^tbe Seraglio teethe feren towers. D'AnviUe examines with care, 
2ad receives with confidence, this decifive teftimony, which gives a 
cirnimf«rcnce of ten or twelve miles. The extravagant compu- 
•taiionof Toumefort(LettreXI.) of Ihfaty-four or thirty miles, 
without inducting Scutari, is a ftraoge departure from his ufual 
duraftcr. 

» The fyc« J or fig-trees, formed the thirteenth region, and were 
wry much embeilifiied by Juftinian. It has fince borne the names 
of Pera and Galata. The etymology of the former is obvious ; that 
of the Utter is unksown. See X>ucange Conft. 1. i. c. as* and 
Gyllms dc Byzant. 1. iv. c. 10. 

* One hundred and eleven ftadia, which may be tranflated into 
modern Greek miles each of fcven ftadta, or 660, fomctimcs only 
feo French toifes. Sec d'Anville Mcfurcs Itineraires, p. 53. 

V0L.III. * . C ^ fidencc. 
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cp^AP. ridcftce. Y& Conftahtinopte mtift yield to Rabyfo^ 
U»^^ and Thebes '^, to ancient Romfe, to L€*Son, atid 

even to Paris **• 
ofthj^^* The mafter rf the Rotnan t^rorld, ^ho afpired 
work, to ereft an eternal monument of the glories of 
his rcigri, could employ in die profccutioii of that 
great worlc thie wealth, the labour, and all that 
yet remiiined <tf the genius of obedient millions. 
Some eftimate may be formM of the expence 
beftowed with Imperial liberality On the foun* 
dation of Conftantinople, by the allowance of 
about two minions five huAdrcd thoufand pounds 
for the conftriidioh of the walls, the portkroes, 
and the aqueduds**. The forefts that t)tcr- 
fhadowed the fhores of the Euxine, and the cele- 
brated quarries of vt^ite marble in the little iiland 
of Proconnefus, fupplied an inexhauftible flock of 
materials, ready to be c6nv€yed, by the conveni* 
ence of a (hort water-carriage, to the harbour oi 
Byzantium**". A multitude of labourers and 

artificers 



t? When the andent tf xts, which defcrbe the fizc of Bibyloa 
and Thelies, are fetUed, the exaggerations reduced, and the meo. 
furcs afcertaintd, we find that thofe famous cities filled the great 
but not incrcdibJe circumference of about twenty- five or thirty 
miles. Compare d'Anville Mem. de rAcademre^tom. jcxviiLp. iji* 
with his Ek'fcription de TBgypte, p. fto', 4oa. 

^ If we divide Conftantinople and Paris into equal fquares of^5* 
French tejfes, the former contains Sjo, and the latter 1160 of thoil 
divlfions. 

)9 Six hundred centenaries, or fixty tjioa&nd pounds, weight of 
gold. This funis taken frqm Codinas AntTquit. Conft. p» n.; 
but unlefs that contemptible author lind derived his iuformation 
from fome purer fources, b^ wopld probably have been vnac* 
quainted with fu obfolete a mpde of r^koping. 

4f> For the for> (is, of the Black Seay..con(4iH Tonmcfort, Lettre 
XVI.: for the marble quanies of f rocooocfus^ fee Strabo, I xnf. 
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srti^ers urged the conclufioti of th^ Work %ith C HAP* 

inceflant toil : but the impatience of Conftantine 

foon difcoTcrcd, that, in the dccUile of the artt^ 

the feili as t^ell as numbers of his architefts bore 

a very unequal proportion to the greatnefs of his 

dcfigns. The nlagiftrates of the moft diftant 

provinces 'Were thctefore diredcd to tnftitute 

fchools, to appoint profeffors, and by the hopel 

of rewards and privileges, to engage in the ftudy 

and pradicc of architefturc a fufScient numbei* 

of ingenious youths, who had received a Kberal 

education **. The buildiiigs of the new city were 

executed by fuch artificers as the feign of Con* 

ftantine could afford ; but they were decorated 

by the hands of the moft celebrated maftef s of 

the age of Pericles and Alexander* To revive 

the genius of Phidias and Lyfippus, furpafled in* 

deed the power of a Roman emperor j but the 

immortal pfoduQions which they had bequeathed 

to poftcrity were expofed without defence to the 

rapacious vanity of a defpot. By his commands 

the cities of Greece and Afia were defpoiled of 

Aeir moft valuable ornaments^* The trophies 

p. 58S. Tbc latter had already fMmifhed U^ materia]| 0f the ftat«I/ 
buildiDgt of Cyiicus* 

4* See the Codex Theodof. 1. xlii. tit. iv. 1e|;. t. This law iii 
dated in the year 354$ and traa addreded to 4he pr^feft of Italy ^ 
vhofe jurifdiAion extended over Africa* The commentary of 
Godelroy on the whole title well defenres to be confulted. 

4» Cooftantinopolis dedicatur pcene omnium urbium hnditate. 
Hierooym. Chfon. p. iSi. See Codinus^ P>8»9. Theatthorof 
the Antiquitat. Conft. 1. iii. (apud Baiiduri Imp- Orient, torn, u 
p. 41 ) enumerates Rome, Sidly^ Antioch, Atheds, and a lang lift 
of other cities. The provinces of Greece and Afia Minor nfcy be 
liippofcd to have yielded the richeit booty. 
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^xvn^' of memorable wars, the objeds of religious re- 
u-v-^ neration, the mofl fmifhed ftatues of the gods and 
heroes, of the fages and poets, of ancient times, 
contributed to the fplendid triumph of Conftan* 
tinople ; and gave occafion to the remark of the 
hiftorian Cedrcnus*', who. obferves, with fome 
enthufiafm, that nothing feemed wanting except 
the fouls of the illuftrious men whom thofe ad« 
mirable monuments were intended to reprefent. 
But it is not in the dty of Conilantine, nor in the 
declining period of an empire, when the himian 
mind was deprefled by civil and religious flavery, 
that we Ihould feek for the fouls of Homer and of 
Demofihenes. 
Edifices. During the fiege of Byzantium, the conqueror 
had pitched his tent on the commanding eminence 
of the fecond hilL To perpetuate the memory 
pf his fuccefs, he chofe the fame advantageous 
pofition for the principal Forum ^ ; which appears 
to have been of a circular, or rather elliptical 
form. The two oppofite entrances formed tri- 
upiphal arches ; the porticoes, which inclofed it 
on every fide, were filled with flatues; and the 
centre of the Forum was occupied by a lofty 
column, of which a mutilated fragment is now 
degraded by the appellation of the burnt pillar. 

This column was ereded on a pedeftal of white 

, > ■ • ^ 

45 Hift, Compcnd. p. 369. He dcfcribcs the ftatuc, or rather 
bu ft of Homer with a degree of Ufte wh;ch plainly indicates that 
Cedrcnus copied the ftyle of a more fortunate age. 

♦♦ Zafim. 1. », p. io5. Chron. Alexandrin. vel Pafch^, p. aS4* 
Ducaiige Con ft. 1. i. c. t^ Even the Lift of thofc writers (ecms to 
confound the Forum of Conftantine with the Augufteum, or court* 
of the palace. I am not fatisfied whether I have properly didin- 
gul/hed what belong! to the one and the other. 

4 marble 
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marble twenty feet high; and was compoied of ^^^^^* 
ten pieces of porphyry, each of which meafured c«-v->^ 
about ten feet in height, and about thirty-three 
in ciTcumference*'. On the fummit of the pillar, 
aboTe one hundred and twenty feet from the 
ground, ftood the coloffal ftatue of Apollo. It 
was of bronze, had been tranfported ekher from 
Athens or from a town of Phrygia, and was fup* 
pofed to be the work of Phidias. The Artift had 
reprefented the god of day, or, as it was after- 
wards Interpreted, the emperor Conftantine him- 
fclf, with a fceptre in his right hand, the globe 
of the world in his left, and a crown of rays glit- 
tering on his head**. The Circus, or Hippo- 
drome, was a ftately building about four hundred 
paces in length, and one hundred in breadth ^^ 
The fpace between the two meta or goals was 
filled with ftatues and obeliiks; and we may ftill 
remark a very lingular fragment of antiquity; 
the bodies of three ferpents, twifted into one 
pillar of brafs. Their triple heads had once fup- 
ported the golden tripod which, after the defeat 
Qf Xerxes, was confecrated in the temple of 

4f The moft tolerable account of this column is given by Pocock. 
Defcription of the Eaft, toI. ii. part ii p. 131. But it is ftill in 
maoy inftances perplexed and uniatisfiatftory. 

46 Dttcangt Conft.'L i. c. 14. p. 76. and his notes ad Alexiad. 
p. tSs. The ftatue of Conftantmc or Apollo was thrown down 
under the reign of Alexis Comnenus. 

*f ToBfnefort (Lcttre XII.) computet the Atmeidan at four 
bundled paces. If he means geometrical paces of ^ye feet 
each, it was three hundred toi/es in length « about forty more 
than the great Circus of Rome. See ^A^HXk, Mefures ItinerariePt 

C3 Delphi 
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CHAF. Delphi by the viftorious Greclw^'. The beauty 
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of the Hippockome ha^ been long iince de&ce4 
by the rude h^rnds of tbt Turk^ eo^querors } 
but^ vxki^ the fimilar appellatioDi of Atmeidan^ 
|t ftill ferves as a place of exereife for their horfes. 
From tb€ throne^ whence the emperor viewed 
the Cnce&fidA gaine^i a wiading itaircafe ^' de« 
icend^d to the palace; a^ ma^ificeiit edifice^ 
which fearcely yielded to the refulence of Rome 
itfislf, a&d which, together with the dep^adent 
courts, gard^^ aad porticoes, covered a coa« 
fidenable ^xttat 6f ground upon the banks of the» 
Propontis betweea the Hippodrome and the 
chw(Ji ef St* 0^phi^*^ We mjght likewise 

eelelu*ate 

4* The guardians of the moft holy relics wonW rrjoicc if they 
v^cre able to prodti^'c fiich a chaiti of erid nee as may he alleged on 
|h>s occafioii. ^e Biisdnn ad Antiquitat. Conft. p. 6<S. Oyllinfe 
dc By^ant. 1« ii- 1- i^. i. The original qonfecration ot'the tripod 
afid p'llarm the lemple oF Pelphi niay be proved From Herodotus 
|ind Papfaniiis. s. The Pagan Zofimus agrees wftti the three eccle« 
fiaftical hiftQfiafes, Eufebiu?, Socratet^^ and Sozomen, that the fecfed 
ornaments of the temple of Delphi were removed to Conilantinople 
by the order of Conftantine } ifnd among thcfe the ferpentine pillar 
of the Hippodrome h particQlarly tteDtioiicd. ). All the European 
travellers who have viHted Jonftantinople, from Biiondelmonte to 
Ilocock. defciibe it in the fame placet and almoft in the iame man- 
ner; the differences between tliem are occafioned only by the in* 
juries which it has fuftained from the Turks. Mahomet the Secon4 
broke the under jaw of one oi the fcrpents with ^ Urakc of hta 
Rattle-axe. Thevcnot, I. i. c, 17, 

49 The Latin name Cochlea was adopted by the Grcdi9A and Yer|i 
frequently ocpira in the Byzantine hiftory* Duca^e Coaft. K ii« 
9. |. p. 104- 

so There aw three topographfcal points which indicate tl* fitna- 
lion of the palace, i. The ftaiix'afr, which connected it with th« 
Hippodrome or Atmeidan. x. A fmall artiRctal port on the PropOR- 
1$t^ froia whcQce th^re was an eafy afc^nt, by a flight of marble ilepfy 

\9t 
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cdebntt^ tbr baths, which ftiU retaiM the nam? ^^^^ 
cf Zeuxippus, after they had been enriched, by U'-v*^ 
(he Miinificenee rf Confta^itiqc^ with l^y co- 
Uwiii€» Tarionf giarhtoi «i\d above threekor^ 
ftaiim of broo«e ''. But we &ould deviate from 
the dcfign of this hiftory, if w^ attempted oxU 
Sittdy tQ defcribr th^ ditfere^t buildings or quar- 
ters 0£ the cky. It may h§ fufficient to obferv^ 
that whatever could adorn the dignity of a great 
capital, or contribute to the benefit or i^eafure of 
Its numerous inhabitants, w^ contained withi^i ' 
the walla of Coaftantinople. A particular de- 
fctipdon, compofed about a century after ks 
feundaticm, enumerates a capttol or fchool of 
kaxnang, a circus, two theatres, eight public, and 
fine hundred and ^ty-three private, baths, ifty- 
two porticoes, five granaries, eight aqueducts pr 
lefierYoin of water, four Ipacious halls for the 
meed&gs of the fenate or courts of jufUce, four- 
teen churches, fourteen palaces, and four thou- 
iand tl^ree hundred and eighty eight houfes, 
which, for their fia^ w beauty, delerved to be 

t0thcgard«nf oftbcfialace. 3. Th« Augufteum vaa a fpactout 
court, one fide cf vfhich was occupied by the front of the {lalace, 
and another by the church of St. Sophia. 

51 Zeuxippiis was an epithet of Jupiter, and the baths w«re a part 
of 0I4 Byzantium. The difficulty of alHgning their true fituation 
has not been ielt by Ducanve. Hiftory ieems to conned thrm with 
St. Sophia and thcpahice; but the original pl»n, inferted in Baa. 
dari, places them on the orher (ide of the city, near the harbour. 
For tbeirl)eauties, fee Lhron. rafchnl, p. aS , and GyU ut de By- 
zant. 1. ii c. 7. Chriftodoms (fee Aniiquitat- C'onft. 1. Tii. com* 
pofed infer ptions in Teric for each ol the ftatuet. He was« Tbebaa 
poet in groiut a» well as in b rth : 

BsBoUim in crafib jurares aere natoou 

C4 diftiii« 
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^xyn^' <Jift"^g^^cd from the multitude of plebeian &abi« 

c«^^ tations'\ 

Fopuia- The populQU&efs of this favoured city wm the 

next and moft feriotis objed of the attention of 
its founder. Iq the dark ages which jTucceeded 
the tranflation of the empire, the remote and the 
immediate confequences of that memorable event 
were ftrangely confounded by the vanity of the 
Greeks, and the credulity of the Latins ". It was 
aflerted and believed, that all the noble families 
of Rome, the fenate, and the equefbian order, 
with their innumerable attendants, had followed 
their emperor to the banks of the Propontis ; that 
a fpurious race of flrangers and plebeians was 
left to poflefs the folitude of the ancient capital ; 
and that the lands of Italy, long fmce converted 
into gardens, were at once deprived of cultivation 
and inhabitants '\ In the courfe of this hiilory, 
fuch exaggerations will be reduced to thqr juft 

s* See the Notitia. Ikomt only reckoned 17S0 Urge houfes, 
VoiTftt/; bat the word muft have had a more digaified fignification. 
No in/uiip are mentioned at Conftantinople. The old capital con-, 
fitted of 414. ftreets* the new of 310. 

M Ltutprand Legatio ad Imp. Nicephorum, p. 153. The mo- 
dem Greeks have ftrangely disfigured the antiquities of Conftanti- 
nople. We might excufe the errors of the Turkifh or Arabian 
writers; but it is fomewhat aftonilhing> that the Greeks, who had 
accefs to the authentic materials preferred in their own language* 
ibould prefer fidtion to truth, and ioofc tradition to genuine hiftory. 
lo a Qngle page of Codinus we may deted twelve unpardonable mif- 
takes I the reconciliation of Severiis and Niger, the marriage of 
their fon and daughter, the fiege of Byzantium by the Macedo- 
nians, the invafion of the Gauls, which recalled Severus to Rome, 
ihcjxtj years which elapfed from his dMh to the foundation of 
Conftantinople, ^c. 

s^ Montc^uieu, Grandeur et Decadence dcs Rooains, c. 17. 

value ; 
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due: yet, iincc the growtfa of Confiantinople ^j^y^^' 

cannot be afcribed to the general increafe of man* u-<v-w 

Idod and o£ induftry^ it muft^be admitted, that 

diis artificial coloEiy nvas raifed at the expence of 

die andent cities of the empire. Many opulent 

laotoTs of Rome, and of the Saftem pmvinces^ 

were probably invited by Gonftantine to adopt 

h thdr country the fortunate fpot which he had 

dtofenforhis own refidence. The invitations of 

a mafter are fcarcely to be diftinguiflied from 

commands ; and the fiberality of the emperor ob» 

tamed a ready and cheerful obedience. He bc> 

ftowed (on his favourites the palaces which he had 

boilt in the feveral quarters of the dty, afiigned 

ibem lands and penfions for the fupport of their 

^gnity", and alienated the demelhes of Pontm 

andAfia, to grant hereditary eftates by the eafy 

tenure of maintaining a houfe in the capital '^ 

Bat thefe encouragements and obligations foon 

became fuperfluous, and were gradually abolifh- 

ed, Wherever the feat of government is fixed, a 

» 

B Theau^. Orat. Hi. p. 4S. edit. Hardouin. Sozomen, I. iu 
c< 3. Zefim. 1. ii. p. 107. Anonym, Valefian. p. 715. If we 
coald credit Codinus (p. io.)» Conftantine bailt hoofesfor the &. 
lutononthe eza^ model of their Roman palaces* and gntifi^ 
than, u wcD as bimfelf, with the pleaf|ire of an agreeable furprift; 
ktthc whole ttorj is full of fidions and inconGftencies. 

)^ The hw by which the younger Thoodofiu8» in the yemr 4^1 ^ 
iboHihed this tenure, may befound among the NoveQac of that em« 
Fcnjr at the head of the Theodofian Cede, torn. ti. nor. is. M. de 
TiBeiDont (ilift. des Empereurs, tom« it. p. 371.) has evidently 
niftaken the nature of thefe eftates. With a grant from the Imperial 
|lcmdhes, the £une condition was accepted as a favour which would 
j\iftly have been deemed a hardihip, if it had been impofed upon 
Pi'^ate property. . 

COHr 
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^'x viif^ eoDfiderable part of ^ pnUic rcvemif ^fiU be 
c-vi««» expended by the prince hUnfeif, by his miniOsis, 
by the oficen of juAice^ aa4 by the- domcftics of 
the palsu:e. The meA weakhy ef the pvo^mcBls 
viil be attFafted by the poweiAil ncdTQa of tate- 
Kft and duiy^ of ami^ment wd cui»>fity. A 
third and more numerous cb& of inhabitai^ta will 
inienribly be famied, of fenrama, of ardikcrsy 
and of merchants, .who derive their fubfiftence 
from their own labour^ and from the vaitta or 
hixury of the fupericr ranks. In kfs then a cen- 
tury, Coaftandfioplc difputed vith Rosie iitfeif 
the pre-eminence of ricbei and numbers. Nrv 
piles of buildings, crowded togeth^ with top 
Ktde regard to h^th or Cfwvenience, fc^rcely al- 
lowed the intervak of narrow ftreets for the per- 
petual throng of i»en, of horfes, and of earriages. 
The allotted fpace of grouad wa« infuffici^t to 
eontain the iocneafiog people } and the adiUtional 
foundations* which* on other 0de, were advijo/ced 
into the fea, mi^i alooe have comp^kd a very 
confiderable city ". 
fnrSkgn*. 1^^ frequent and regular dtftributions of wine 
and 01I9 of com or bread* of money or provifions* 
had almoft exempted the pooreft citizens of Home 
from die neceflity of labour. The magnificence 
^ the &rft Caelars was m fone tneafwe vnitated 

•^ The paeagci «f Zofimu*. jof Buna[»iM, of $ozoin«ii« and of 
^kgslhius, which rcUtc to-tbe tnereafc of buildings and tnliabiUntt 
At Cooftantinopl^'yarecollededand conne^ed by Gyllius deayzaoL 
1. i. c s* Sidonius Apc^naiis (in Panrg^yr Aathem. 5^ p. %^» 
«dit. airofiond) ddcribes the moles that were puflied (orwardiB into 
the fe« ; they conMed of the hmoui Puzzolan iaQd> whidi bardept 
in the water. 

by 
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br the founder of Conibmimople <* : but his lib5- ^^J^* 

rikjj h<ywever it migfat excite the appkufe of the w-v-jr 

people, has incurred the cenfure of pofterity* A 

saiioii of legiflators and conquerors might affert 

tbdr claim to the harvefta of Africa, which had 

been parcfaaied with their blood ; and it was art» 

fully oonmved by Auguftui, that, in the enjoys 

inent of plenty, the Romans fhouid k>fe the me<* 

mory of freedom. But the prodigality of Con- 

fhmdne could not be excufed by any confideradbii 

dtfaar qI puUic or prirate intereft ;* and the an^ 

nual tribute of com impofed upon Egypt for the 

besefit of his new capital, was applied to feed 21 

bzy and indolent populace, at the expence gf the 

iuibandmen of an induftrious province''. Some 

oAcr regulations of this emperor are lefs liable to 

blane, but they are lefs deferving of .nodce. 

He divided Conftantinople into fourteen regions 

or quarters**, dignified the public council with 

^ Sozomcn, 1. ii. c. 3. Philoftorg. 1. ii. c. 9. CocUft. Aatiqul- 
tat Conft. p. S. It appears by Socrates* i. ii. c. xj. that the daily 
allowaaces of the cky coDilfted of eight myriads of nru, which we 
B2y either tranQate with Vale&us l^y the words laodii of corny or 
conftder as exprclCve of the number ot loaves of bread, 

'•ficc Cod. Thcodof. i xiH. and xiv. and Cod. Juftinian. 
Edid. xii. torn. ii. p. 64^. edit. Genev. See the beautitul 
coiDpia'nt of Rooie la the poen of Claudiaa de BeU. GUdonico, 
vcr. 46-64. 

Cum fubiit par Ronu mihi, diviiaqiie fnoiiit 

iEquales aurora logas j JEgyptia ruca 

In partem ctrfsre nuvairfi 
*^ The regions of ConfUntinopte are mentioned ni the code of 
Mioian, and p^rticuiarty'defcribed in the Notjtia of the younger 
Theodofius ; but as the four kift o^' tbem are not included within 
Ac wall of CQnft»itine» it may be doubted iwfacliMr this ^vifion of 
Ac^ty^lbQuld be r<efonredl4i thefauador, 

ir the 
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CHAP, the appellation of Senate*', communicated to the 
^ ^ ij citizens the privileges of Italy ^% and beftowed 
on the rifing city the title of Colony, the firft and 
moft favoured daughter of ancient Rome* The 
venerable parent (till madntained the legal and ac- 
knowledged fupremacy, which was due to her 
age, to her dignity, and to the remembrance of 
her former greatnefs ". 
Dedica- j^ Conftantine urged the progrefs of the work 

tion,A.D. . , , . . r , \ n . 

jsoor 314- With the impatience of a lover, the walls, the por- 
ticoes, and the principal edifices were completed 
in a few years, or, according to another account, 
in a few months**: but this extraordinary dili- 
gence 

<' Senatum conftitutt fecundi ordinis ; Garos vocaTit. Anonym. 
Valclian. p. 715. I he ftnators of old Rome were ftilcd ClanJ^mL 
See a curious note of Valefius and Ammian. Marceliin. xxii. 9. 
From the eleventh Epiftle of Jul an, it fliould feem that the place of 
fenator was confldered as a burthen, rather than as an honour : but 
the Abb6 dc la Blclcric (Vic dc Jovien, torn: ii. p. 371.) hat 
fhewn that this epiftle could not relate- to Conftantinople. Might we 
not read, inftead of the celebrated name of %u{urrM% , the obfcure but 
more probable word ».'*-«fflw>/c ? Bifanthe or Kbcedeftus, now Rho- 
dofto, was a fmall maritime city of Thrace. Sec Stephan. Byz. dc 
Urbibus, p. %%$' and Cellar. Geograph. torn. i. p. 849. 

** Cod. Theodof. 1. xiv. 13. The Commentary of Godcfroy 
(torn. V. p. aio.) is long, but perplexed ; nor indeed is it eafy to 
afcertain in what the Jus Italicum could confift, after the fireedom 
of the city had been communicated to the whole empire. 

^i Julian (Orat. i. p. 8.) celebrates Conftantinople as not lefs 
fuperior to all other cities, than (he was inferior to Rome itfelf. Hit 
learned commentator (Spanheim, p. 75, 76.) juftifies this language 
by feveral parallel and contemporai7 inftances. Zofimus, as well 33 
Socrates and Sozomen, flouriftied after the diviHon of the empire 
between the two fons of, Theodofius, which cftablifhed a perfedb 
tqualitj between the old and the new capital. 

^ Codinus (Antiquttat. p. 8.) affirms, that the foundations of 
Conftantinople were laid in the year of the world 5837 (A.D. Sft9)» 
00 tbc 26th of September, and that the city was dedicated the nth 

of 
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gence ilk>ukl ezdte the lefs admiration, fince chap. 

many of the' buildings were finilhed in fo hafty u-v-w 

and in^ierfe& a manner, that, under the fucceed^ 

ing reigiiy they were preferved with difficulty 

fitmi impending ruin \ But while they difplay* 

ed the vigdur and freflmefs of youth, the founder 

prepared to celebrate the dedication of his city ^\ 

The games and largefles which crowned the pomp 

of this memorable feftival may eafily be fuppofed : 

but there is one drcumilance of a more fmgular 

and permanent nature, which ought not entirely 

to be oyerlooked. As often as the birth -day of 

the city returned, the Aatue of Conftantine, 

framed, by his order, of gilt wood, and bearing 

in his right*hand a fmall image of the genius of 

the place, was erected on a triumphal car. The 

guards, carrying white tapers, and clothed in 

their richeft apparel, accompanied the folemn 

proceffion as it moved through the Hippodrome. 

of BflajT 58 sS (A. D. 330.}. He connedVs thefe dates with fevenl 
chanderilHc epochs, but they contradid each other ; the authority 
of Codinus is of little weight, and the fpace which he affigns muft 
appear infufficient. The term of ten years is given us by Julian 
(Drat i. p. S.)» ^nd Spanheim labours to eftablifh the truth of it 
(p. 69— 750» by the help of two paflages from Themiftius (Orat. 
tr. p. 5S.) and of Philoftorgius (1. ii. c. p.)^ which form a period 
from the year 314 to the year 334. Modem critics are divided con* 
ccming this point of chronology, and their different fentimentt 
are very accurately difcufled by Tillemont, Hift, des Empereurs, 
torn. iv. p. 619 — 6%$. 

*5 Themiftius, Orat iii. p. 47. Zofim. 1. ii. p. 108. Conftan- 
tinehimfelf, in one of his laws (Cod. Thod. 1. xv. tit. i.), betrayt 
bis impatience. 

<^ Cedrenus and Zonaras, faithful to the mode of fuperftitioft 
which prevailed in their own times, alTire us, that Conftantinople 
ins confecrated to the Virgin Mother of God. 

When 
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CH^Ap. TVt*niti«ttoppbfitc to the Arone of tlic *cig«u 
%i^»>ij ing emperor, he refe from hk feat, and with 
grateful reverence adored the meifiory of hi* pre- 
deceflfo^*^ At the feftival of the de^catipn, 
an ediO:, engrared on a column of ma^le^ be« 
flowed the dde of Secon© or New Rome «» the 
city of Conftantine**. But the name of Conftaa- 
tinople** has prevailed over th^it honourable epi- 
thet ; and, after the revolution of fourteen cen- 
turies, ftill perpetuates the fame of its author '^ 
Form of The foundation of a new capital is naturally 

f^t!^' conneftcd with the cftabliftmient of a new form 
vf civil and military adminiflratiiwu The diftinft 
▼iew of the complicated fyftcm of policy, intro- 
duced by Diocletian, improved by Conftafitine, 

«7 The caiUcft and moft complete accotant.of this extraordinary 
ccrtmony may be found in the Alexandrian Chronicle, p. 285. Til- 
lemont, and tlic other fri«i 's of Conftarttine, vrt»o-«re ofl«nded with 
tbeair of Pagimifnt which kcms unworthy of a ChriUian prince, bad 
a right to con(ider it as doubtful^ but they were not authorifcd to 
omit the mention of it 

«< So2omcn» L ii. c. a. Ducange C. P. I. i. c. 6. V«lut ipfius 
li(>«n:e nUm> is thje cxprefiion of Auguftin* dc Civitat. Dei^ 1. v, 

^ £atro]Miis» 1. x. c. Z. Julian. Orat. i. p 8. Ducange C. P. 
it. c. 5. Tue name of Conftaatinople is extant on the medals of 
Couftantioe. 

7^ The Uvely Tonteuclle (Dialogues des Morte, tii.) afieds to 
deride the vanity of human ambition » aqd feems to triumph in the 
di£)ppointmeat of Conflantine, whole innoortal name is now loft in 
the vulgar appellation of Iftambol, a Turkifh corruption of ii| tw 
wix». Yet the original name is (till preferved, i. By the nations of 
Europe* t. By the modem Greeks, j. By the Arabs, whofc 
writings are dittufed over the wide extent of their conquefts in AGa 
and Africa. See d Herbelot Bibliotheque Orientale^ - p. %75* 
4. By the more learned Turks, and by the emperor himfcif in 
his publa mandates. Caotemir's liiflory ot the Otbman Smpire^ 
p. 61/ 

axui 
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md <»ftftpfettd b^ his ^nme^ate fuccefibt^ may cha!>. 

not ^vfy imufe the iauncy by the fingula* pidmt J^ ^^ 

d" Sk gresit emfke^ but ^U mid to iliuftnfte the 

fecret and inter&al catifes of m npid decay. In 

tbe porfoit of any Temarkafcle inftitutiony v^e may 

be £raq|Heiiciy kd ink) the cnore eariy or the mom 

reccot timeB of the Roman hiAory ; bat the pro* 

per fimks of Ah etsqdty ^mH be inchided vithiii 

a period <^ aboot cne hinuh^ and thirty yeais^ 

from the acceffion of Conftantiae to idie publka* 

tioR of the 'nieodoTian oode 'V ; from which, as 

wdi as from the N(ftiti$ of the eaft and weft'% 

we tierive the moft cqpidos uid autheatic infor- 

maciDix €^ ifaeitete dP the enipire. llus variety 

rfobje£is inll fidpend, for ibme time^ the courfe 

of tfaenamtive^ font the mterruption ^11 be ce&« 

(bred <3toiy by thofe readers 'rrho are infenfible to 

the i uy ur ta nO e ^f lafm and tammen^ while they 

perufe, With e^ger curiofity, the trasfioit in* 

trignes of a coort, or tiK accideiical ev^it ^f a 

batde. 

The manly (>ride of die RoHsans, icontcait wkh Ricnothr 
fobftandal power, had left to the vanity of the Sa^.^ 
eaft the fonm ^rind ^efcmoides of c^lbsnta^tis 

7«TheTbcedofi*ncoacwa» promulgated A.0. 4-3^. See the 
Prolegomena of Ood^firoy, c. i. p iJj. 

7a PandrokiSt in Ins elaborate Commentary, Rffipa to the No* 
titia a dale almofi fftanlar to that of the Theodofian ct>de ; bat his 
proo&, or rather conj^durei, arc extremely feeble. I fhovid be 
ra&er inclined to place tbia^fefii] work between the^nal divifioa of 
the empire (A. D. S9!5}t >"<! the fuccefeful inyafion of Gaul by the 
BarbartaiM CA. D. 407}. 6ce Uiltwrc idea <aiicieiM JPeiiplea ite 
l^£a«op«9 UHB. vii. p* ^to, 

greatneTs. 
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CHAP, grcatnefs ". But when they loft even the fern- 
y ^^^ [ j blance of thofe virtues which were derived from 
their ancient freedom, the fimplicity of Roman 
manners was infenfibly corrupted by the ftately 
aflFeaation of the courts of Afia. The diftinc- 
tions of perfonal merit and influence, fo conipicu- 
ous in a republic, fo feeble and obfcure under a 
monarchy, were aboiifhed by the defpotifm of the 
emperors ; who fubftituted in thdr room a feverc 
fubordination of rank and office, from the tided 
flaves who were feated on the fteps of the throne, 
to the meaneft inflruments of arbitrary power. 
This multitude of zb]€& dependents was intereft- 
ed in the fiipport of the aftual government, from 
the dread of a revolution, which might at once 
confound their hopes, and intercept the reward 
of their fervices. In this divine hierarchy (for 
fuch it is frequently flyled), every rank was 
marked with the moft fcrupulous exadhiefs, and 
its dignity was difplayed in. a variety of trifling 
and folemn ceremonies, which it was a ftudy to 
learn, and a facrilege .to neglcd^*. The purity 
of the Latin language. was. debafed, by adopting, 
in the intercourfe of pride and flattery, a profufion 

7? icilicet externac fupcrWae fiieto, non inerat notitia Ti©ftri (per- 
haps nofirit) ; apud quos vis Imperii valet, inania tranfmittuntur. 
Tacit. Annal. xv. 31. The gradation from the ftylc of freedom 
and fimplicity, to that of form and fervitudc, may be traced in the 
Epiftles of Cicero, of Pliny, and of Syramachus. * ^ 

74- The emperor Grati.in, after confirming a law of precedency 
publiftied by Valentinian, the father of his Dintinitj, thus continues: 
Siquis igitnr indebitum (ibi iocum ufurpavertt, nulla fe ignoratione 
dcfendat ; fitquc planey^i riiegii reus, qui divina prsecepta nfgkxertt. 
Cod. Theod. I. vi. tit. v. leg. «. 

of 
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of ejnthets, which TuUy would fcarcely have iin- ^^f,^' 
derilood, and which Auguftus would have re- u-^'W 
jecbed with indignation. The principal officers 
of die empire were faluted, even by the fovereign 
himfelfy with the deceitful titles of your Sincerity^ 
your Gravity^ your Excellency^ your Eminency^ your 
fublime and wonderful Magnitude^ your illujirious 
and magnijkeni Highnefs ". The codicils or patents 
of their office were curioufly emblazoned with fuch 
emblems as were beft adapted to explain its na- 
ture and high dignity; the image or portrait of 
the reigning emperors; a triumphal car; the 
book of mandates placed on a table, covered with 
a rich carpet, and illuminated by four tapers; 
the allegorical figures of the provinces which they 
governed ; or the appellations and ftandards of the 
troops whom they commanded. Some of thefe 
official enfigns were really exhibited in their hall 
of audience; others preceded their pompous 
march whenever they appeared in public; and 
every circumftance of their demeanour, their 
drefs, their ornaments, and^ their train, was cal- 
culated to infpire a deep reverence for the reprc-^ 
fentatives of fupreme majefty. By a philofophic 
obferver, the fyflem of the Roman government 
might have been miflaken for a. fplendid theatre, 
filled with players of every charader and degree, 
who repeated the language, and imitated the paf* 
fions, of their original model ^** 

75 Confult the NotitU Dignitatum, at the end of the Theodofiaa 
Code, torn. vi. p. 316. 

7i Pancirotus ad Notitiam utriufque Imperii, p. 39. But his ex- 
f^anations arc obfcure, and he does not fufficiently diftinguilh ibt 
painted emblems from the eficAive enfigna of ofiice* 

V01-.IIL D All 
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^xvn^' All the magiftrates of fufficient importance to 
^--vi^ find a place in the general ftate of the empire, 
rank" f ^^^^ accurately divided into three clafles. I. The 
honour. Illujirioiu. 2. The SpeSabiles^ or RefpeHable : 
And, 3. The Clariffimi *j whom we may tranllate 
by the word Honourable. In the times of Roman 
iimpUcity, the lafl-mentioned epithet v^s ufed 
only ^s a vague expreffion of deference, till it be- 
came at length the peculiar and appropriated title 
of all who were members of the fenate^', and 
. confequently of all who, from that venerable body, 
were fcleded to govern the provinces. The va- 
nity of thofe who, from their rank and office, 
might claim a fuperior diftindion above the reft 
of the fenatorial order, was long afterwards in- 
dulged with the new appellation of RefpeSlable : 
but the title of lllujlrious was always referved to 
fome eminent perfonages who were obeyed or re- 
verenced by the two fubordinate claffes. It was 
communicated only, L To the confuls and patri- 
cians ; ![• To the praetorian praefefts, with the 
praefefts of Rome and Conftantinople ; III. To 
the mafters general of the cavalry and the in- 
fantry; and, IV, To the feven minift^s of the 
palace, who exercifcd \ki6x f acred fundions about 
the perfon of the emperor ". Among thofe illuf- 
trious magiftrates who were efteemed co-ordinate 
with each other, the feniority of appointment 

7' In the Pandeif^s, which m«y be referred to the reigns of 
the Antonines, Clariffimus ia the ordinary and legal tiUe of a 
fenator. 

75 Pancirol. p. 14—17. I have not taken any notice of the two 
inferior rank?, Pe^jeSlffimm, and Egregitu^ which were given ^o 
many pet Tons, who were not raifod to the (enatorial dignity. 

^ave 
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gave place to the union of dignities ^^ Py the ^^j^/* 
expedient of honorary codicils, the emperors, who \__ , \f 
were fond of multiplying their favours, might 
fometiines gratify the vanity, though not the am- 
bition, of impatient courtiers '^ 

I. As long as the Roman confuls were the firft Thccoa- 
jnagiflrates of a free flate, they derived their right 
to power from the choice of the people. As long 
as the emperors condefcended to difguife the fer- 
vitude which they impofed, the confuls were ftill 
defied by the real or apparent fuffrage of the fe- 
nate* From the reign of Diocletian, even thefe 
vefUges \of liberty were aboliflied, and the fuc- 
cefsfiil candidates who were inverted with the 
annual honours of the confulfhip, affefted to de- 
plore the humiliating condition of their predecef- 
fors. The Scipios and the Catos had been reduced 
to folicit the votes of plebeians, to pafs through 
the tedious and cxpenfive forms of a popular elec- 
tion, and to expofe their dignity to the fhan^e of a 
public refufal ; while their own happier fate had 
referved them for an age and government in 
which the rewards of virtue were afligned by the 
unerring wifdom of a gracious fovereign"*. In 
the epiflles which the emperor ^ddrelTed to the 
two confuls eleft, it was declare4, that they were 

79 Cod. Thcodof. 1. vi. tit. vi. The rules ^ of precedency arc 
afcertained with the moft minute accuracy by the emperorB, and II- 
luftrated with equal prolixity by their learned interpreter. 

*> Cod. Theodof. 1. vi. tit. xxii. 

«« Aufooius (in Gratiarum Aflione) bafely expatiates on this un- 
worthy topic, which is managed by Mamertinus (Panegyr. Vet. xi* 
z6. 19.} with fomewbat more freedom and nigenoity. 

Da created 
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^xvn^* created by his fole authority •*. Their names and 
portraits, engraved on gilt tablets of ivory, were 
difperfed over the empire as prefents to the pro- 
vinces, the cities, the magiftrates, the fenate, and 
the people '^ Their folemn inauguration was 
performed at the place of the Imperial refidence ; 
and, durhig a period of one hundred and twenty 
years, Rome was conftantly deprived of the pre- 
sence of her ancient magiftrates '*• On the morn- 
ing of the firft of January, the confuls affumed 
the enfigns of their dignity. Their drefs was a 
l-obe of purple, embroidered in filk and gold, 
*and fometimes ornamented mth coftly gems' 



ss 



♦ ** Cuni de Confnlibus in annum crcanclia, folus mccxim voluta- 
.rem . . . le Confulem et dcfiinavl, et declaravi, et priorem nun- 
ciipavi ; arc feme of the exprcflions employed by the emperor Gra- 
tian to his preceptor the poet Aufonius. 
«J Immantfquc .... dcntcs 

Qui fcdi ferro in tabulas auf oque micantes, 

Infcripti rutilum coelato Confule nomen 

per proceres et vulgus eant. 

Claud, in ii Conf. Stilichon. 456. 
Montfaucon has reprcfented fome of thefe tablets or dypticks; lee 
Supplement a TAntiquite expliqu6c, tom. iii. p. azo. 
•♦ Confule laetatur poft plurima faccula vifo 

Pfilhnteus apex : agnofcunt roftra curulcs 

Auditas quoudam proavis : defiictaquc cingit 

Regius auratis Fora fafcibus Ulpia lidor. 

Claudian in vi Conf. Honorii, 643. 
From the reign of Cams to the fixth cpnfulfhip of Honorius) there 
was an interval of one hundred and twenty years, during which the 
emperors were always abfent from Rome on the firtt day of Janu- 
ary. See the Chronologic dc Tillemont, tom. iii. iv. and v. 

85 Sec Claudian in Conf. Prob..et Olybrii i78,5cc.and in iv Conf. 
Honorii, 585, &«. ; though in the latter it is not eafy to feparate the 
ornaments of the emperor from thofc of the conful. Aufonius re- 
ceived, from the liberality of Gratian, a vrfiij paimata, or robe 
of ftate, in which the figure of the emperor Conflantius was cm- 
broidcrcd. ^ 

On 
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On this folemn occafion they were attended by ^S^r^' 
the mod eminent oflScers of the ftate and aiyny, 
in the habit of fenators; and the ufelefs fafces, 
armed with the once formidable axes, were borne 
before them by the Hdors". The proceffion 
moved from the palace ^^ to the Forum, or prin- 
cipal fquare of the city; where the confuls 
afcended their tribunal, and feated themfclves in 
the curule chairs, which were framed after the 
faihion of ancient times. They inunediately ex- 
erdfed ah zSt of jurifdidlion, by the manumiiGon 
of a flave, who was brought before them for that 
purpofe; and the ceremony was intended to rc- 
prefent the celebrated aftion of the elder Brutus, 
the author of liberty and of the confulfhip, when 
he admitted among his fellow-citizens the laith- 
ftil Vindex, who had revealed the confpiracy of 
the Tarquins'% The public feftival was con- 
tinued during feveral days in all the principal 
cities; in Rome, from cuftom^ in Conftanti- 

•^ Cernis et armonim procercs Icgumque potent es s 
Patricios fumunt habitus ; ct more Gabino . 
Difcolor inocdit legio, politifquc parumper 
Bjllorum (ignis, fcquitur vexilla Qiiirini. 
Li^ori ccdunt aquilae, ridetquc togatua 
Miles, et in mediis cfiulget curia cadris. 

Claud, in iv Conf.Honorii, 5, 
^ JlriSiafque procul radiarcy^mrw. 
In Conf. Prob. 219. 

87 See Valcfiua ad Ammian. Marcellin. 1. xxii. c. 7. 
*• Aufpice mox lacto fonuit clamore tribunal; 
Tc fiftos ineuntc quater j folemnia ludit 
Omnia libertas : dedu^um vindice morem 
. Lex fcnrat, famulufqiie jugo lajcatis hcrili 
Ducitur, et grato remeat fecurior idtu. 

Claadian in iv Conf. Honorii, 611. 

D3 , nopic, 
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CHAP, nople, from imitation; in Carthage, Aiitioch^ 
and Alexandria, from the love of pleafurc^ and 
the fuperfluity of weakh •*. In the two capitals 
of the empire the annual games of the theatre, 
the circus, and th^ amphitheatre'**, coft four 
thoufand pounds of gold, (about) one hundrecj 
and fixty thoufand pounds fterling : and if fo 
heavy an expence furpaffed the faculties or the in- 
<:lination of the magiftrates themfelves, the fum 
was'fupplied from the Imperial treafury'\ As 
foon as the confuls had difcharged thefe cuftomary 
duties, they were at liberty to retire into the 
ffiade of private life, and to enjoy, during the 
remainder of the year, the imdifturbed contem- 
plation of their own greatnefs. They no longer 
prefided in the national councils ; they no longer 
executed the refolutions of peace or war. Their 
abilities (unlef§ they were employed in more ef* 
fe£Uve ^offices) were of little moment ; and their 
names ^ferved only as the legal date of the year 
in which they had filled the chair of Marius and of 
Cicero. Yet it was ftill felt and acknowledged, 
in the laft period of Roman fervitu'3e, that this 
empty name might be compared, and even pre? 

*9 Celebrant quidem folerones iftos diesp omnes iibique urbes quae 
fub legibus agunt ; et-Roma de more, etConftintinop'oHs deimita* 
ttune, et Antiochia pro luxu, et difcinda Carthago, et domua 
flu minis Alexandria, fed Treviri Principia beneficio. Aufoniut in 
Grat. Adione. 

90 Claudian (in Conf. Mall. Theodori, «77*-33f.) defcribes, in 
a lively and fanciful manner, the various games of the circu^ the 
theatre, and the amphitheatre, exhibited by the pew confuL The 
(anguinary combats of gladiators had already been prohibited* 

9^ Prpcppiys in Hill, ^rcana, c# a6. 

ferred, 
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/erred, to the poflefficm of fubftafiedal povirerr chap. 
The title of cbiJul \fras Hill the moft fplcndid ob^ ^ ,-Lr 
je€k of ambkion, the liobleft reward of virtue and 
loyalty. The emperors thcmfehes, who difdaioed 
the fkint fliadow of the republic, were cofkfcious 
that diey acquired an ad<fitional fplendour and ma; 
jedy as often as they affumed t^e annual honours 
of the coinfular dignity •*. 

The proudeft and moft pcrfeft fepamtion which The Pa- 
caa be found in any age or country, between the ^"^**^* 
nobles and the people, is perhzq^s that of the Par 
tridans and the Plebeians, as it was eftabliflied in 
the firfl age of the Roman republic. Wealth and 
honours, the offices of the ftate, and the ceremo- 
nies of religion, were almoft exclufively poifellfed 
by the former ; who preferving the purity of their 
blood with the moft infulting jealoufy'", held 
their clients in a condition of fpecious vaflalage. 
But thefe diftindions, fo incompatible with the 
fpirit of a free people, were removed, after a 
long .ftmggle, by the perfevering efforts of the 
Tribunes. The moft aftive and fuccefsful of the 
Pld>ei»K accumulated wealthy afpired to ho<- 

9» Im Conful^n honos fine laborc fiifcipHur. (Mjimeitiii in 
Pancgyr. Vet xi. a.) This exalted idea of the confulfhip iftboiTOW-> 
ed from an Oration (iil. p. 107.) pronounced by Julian in the 
fenrile emxrt of Conftantrus. See the Abb^ de la Bleterie (Memoires, 
de rAcadennie, torn, xxin p. 2S9.'), who delights to purfue the 
^ftiges of the old conftitntion, add who fometimes £&d8 them lA 
hifl coptotii fancy. 

9( Intermarriages between the Patricians and Pfebeilins were pro- 
hilfltcd by the laws of the XII Tables ; and the uniJorm operations 
of huinan n^ftire ma^ attcft that the cnftom fbrvived the law. Sec 
in Livy(iV. i— 6.}» the pride of family urged by the conful> and 
the rights ttY mankind aiTerted by the tribune Canuleios. 

D 4 Hours, 
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^xvu^* nours, deferved triumphs, contraa'cd alliances, 
and, after fome generations, aflumed the pride of 
ancient nobility '\ The Patrician families, on 
the other hand, whofe original number was never 
recruited till the end of .the commonwealth, either 
failed in the ordinary courfe of nature, or were ex- 
tinguifhed in fo many foreign and domeftic wars, 
or, through a want of merit or fortune, infefafibly 
iningled with the mafs of the people •% Very few 
remained who could derive their pure and gCr 
nuine origin from the infancy of the city, or even 
from that of the republic, when Cacfar .and Au- 
guftus, Claudius and Vefpafian, created from the 
body of the fenate a competent number of new 
Patrician families, in the hope of perpetuating 
an order, which was ftill confidered as honour- 
jtble and facred*^ But thefe artificial fupplies 

(ia 

94 Sec the animated piAiires drawn by SalluH, in the Jupurfhine 
war, of the pride of the nobles, and even of the virtuous Mctellus, 
who was nnab c to brook the idea that the honour of the confulfhip 
ihouM be bellowed on the obfcure merit of his lieutenant Mariui 
(c. 64.) . Tyro hundred years before, the race of the MeteUi 
themtelves were cpnfounded among the Plebeians of .Rome; and 
from the etymology of their name of Cadiiust there is reafon 
to believe that thoie haughty nobles derived their origin from a 
fuller. 

9s In the year of Rome 800, very few remained, not only of the 
old Patrician families, but even of tbofe which had been created by 
Cafar a».d Auguflus. (Tacit. Annal. xi. »5.) The family of 
Scaurufl (a branch of the I'atrician JEmilii) was degraded fo low 
that his father, who exerciffd the trade of a charcoal merchant, 
left him only ten naves,^ and fomcwhat lefji than three hundred 
pounds ftcrling. (Valerius Maximus, 1. iv. c. 4. n. 11., Aurel. 
Vidor in Scaurc) The family was favcd from oblivion by the 
merit of the fon. 

96 Tacit. Annal. xi. 25. Dion Caflius, 1. iii. p. 693. The vir. 
^ucs of ^gticola, who was created a Patrician by the emperor Vc* 

fpafiaPi 
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(ia ^hich the reigning houfe was always included) ^ xv^i^' 
were rapidly fwept away by the rage of tyrants, 
by frequent revolutions, by the change of man- 
ners, and by the intermixture of nations '^ Little 
more was left when Conflantine afcended the 
throne, than a vague and imperfed tradition, that 
the Patricians had once been the firft of the Ro- 
mans. To form a body of nobles, whofe influ- 
ence may reftrain, while it fecures the authority 
of the monarch, would have been very incon* 
Client with the charafter and policy of Conflan- 
tine ; but had he ferioufly entertained fuch a de- 
fign, it might have exceeded the meafure of hig 
power to ratify, by an arbitrary edift, an inftitu- 
tion which muft expeQ: the fan£tion of time and of 
opinion. He revived, indeed, the title of Pa- 
tricians, but he revived it as a perfonal, not as 
an hereditary difKnaion, They yielded only to 
the tranfient fuperiority of the annual confulsj 
but they enjoyed the pre-eminence over all the 
great officers of ftate, with the moll familiar ac- 
cefe to the perfon of the prince. This honour- 
able rank was beflowed on them for life; and as 
they were ufually favourites, and minifters who 
bad grown old in the Imperial court, the true 

fpaSan, rcftedled honour on that ancient order; but his anccftort 
had Bot any claim beyond an Equeftrian nobility. 

97 This failure would have been almofl impoflible if it were true, 
as Caiaubon compels Aurelius Vi<5tor to affirm (ad Sueton. in 
Cziar. c. 4*. See Hift. Au^uft. p. aoj. and Cafeubon. Commcat. 
p. »2o.># t^iat Vefpafian created at once a thoufand Patrician farni* 
lies. But this extravagant number is too much even for the whole 
Seaatorial order, unlefs we Ihould include all the Roman knights 
who were didinguiihed by the permiiiioD of wearing the laticlave. 

etymology 



ifi THE DECLINE ANfi ^A£L 

CHAP, ctytiidlogy of the Word was pervirt^d by igtia^ 
%;^^.^^^ ranee and flattery; arid the Patrfciaiw 6! Con- 

ftantine w^re feverertced as the adppted Fathers of 

the emperor arid the republic ^*. 
TbcPrsB. n- The fortuned of the Prsetorian !5r«fe£ls 

ton 211 

prxfca*. were eflentia% differerit from thofe of the confuls 
and patricians. The latter faw their ancient great- 
nefs evaporate in a vain title. The former, rifing 
by degrees from the nioft hnmble condition, were 
Invefted with the civil and military adminiflra- 
tion of the Roman world. From* the reign of 
Scverus to that of Diocletian, the guards and the 
palace, the laws and the finances, the armies and 
the provinces, were intruded to their fuperintend- 
hig care ; and, like the Vizirs of the Eaft, they 
held with one hand the feal, and with the 
6ther the ftandard, of the empire. The ambition 
of the prscfefts, always formidable, and fome- 
times fatal to the matters whom they ferved, 
was fupported by the ftrength of the Praetorian 
bands; but after thofe haughty troops had been 
weakened by Diocletian, and finally fupprefled 
fey Conftantine, the praefefts, who furvived their 
fell, were reduced without difficulty to the fta- 
fi6n of ufefol and obedient minifters. Whai they 
were no longer refponfible for the fafety of the 
emperor's pe;:fon, they refigned the jurifdiftion 
.which diey had hitherto claimed and exercifed 
6vef all the departments of the palace. They 
were deprived by Conftantine of all military com- 
maindy as ibon as they had ceafec^ to lead into th^ 

9* Zofimus* 1 11. p. 118.5 and Oodefroy ad Cdd. Thcodof I. yi. 

lit VI. 

field. 
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fidd, under theit immediate orders, the dower of c'hap. 
the Roman troops ; and at length, by a lingular 
revolution, the captains of the guards were trahf- 
formed in«> the civil magiftrates of the provinces. 
According to the plan of government inftituted' 
by Koclfetian, the four princes had each" their 
F^torian prsefeft ; and, after the monarchy was* 
once more tmitdd in the perfon of Coiiftantine, he' 
ftill continued to create did fame number of fourt 
prjEfeCTS, and cntrufted to their care the fame 
provinces which they already adminiftered. i. The 
pracfeft of the Eaft ftretched his ample jurif- 
didksn into the three parts of the globe which 
were fubjeO: to the Romans, from the cafarads 
of (he Nile to the banks of the Phafis, and from' 
the foountains of Thrace to the frontiers of Per- 
iia. 1;. Tht important provinces of Pannonia, 
Dada^ Macedonia, and Greece, once acknow- 
ledged tKe authority of the prabfcft of lUyricum, 
3. The pb^er of the prs^fcft of Italy was not con- 
fined tor tfte comitry from whence he derived hi^ 
title; it ektended over the additional territory ot 
Rhactia aV for a* the bmks of the Danube, ovef 
the dependent iflands of the Mediterranean, and 
over that part of the continent of Africa ^^hich 
lies b^twein Ae confines of Gyrene atnd thofe of 
Tingitania. 4; The prsefeft of the Gauls com- 
prehended undfef that plural denomination th^ 
kindred provinces of Britain and Spain, and hid 
authority Was obeyed from the wall of Antoninui 
to the foot of Mount Atlas *•. 

After 

99 Zofimus, 1, 11. p- 109» no. If wc had not fortunately pof- 
Mftd tuB iati^fadtory account of the divifion of the power and pro- 

vincex 
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C HA p. After the Praetorian praefeds had been difmiiled 
from all military command, the civil funftions 
which they were ordained to exercife over fo 
many fubje£k nations, were adequate to the am- 
bition and abilities of the moft confummatc mi- 
nifters. To their wifdom was committed the fu- 
preme adminiftration of juftice and of the finances, 
the two objefts which, in a ftate of peace, com- 
prehend almoft all the refpedive duties of the 
fovereign and of the people j of the former, to 
prote£t the citizens who are obedient to the 
laws ; of the latter, to contribute the fharc of 
their property which is required for the expences 
of the ftate- The coin, the highways, the pofts, 
the graniries, the manufeftures, whatever could 
mtercft the public profperity, was moderated by 
the authority of the Praetorian praefeds. As the 
immediate reprefentatives of the Imperial ma- 
jefty, they were empowered to explain, to enforce, 
and on feme occafions to modify, the general 
cdids by their difcretionary proclamations. They 
watched over the condud of the prc^vincial go- 
vernors, removed the negligent, and* inflided 
punifliments on the guilty. From all the inferior 
jurifdidions, an appeal in every matter of im- 
portance, either civil of criminal, might be 
brought before the tribunal of the praefed: but 
his fentcnce was final and abfolute j and the em- 
perors themfelves refufed to admit any complamts 
^igainft the judgment or the integrity of a magi- 

vinces of the Praetorian pracfcds, we fhoiild frequently have been 
perplexed amidft the copious details of the Code, and the circum- 
Iftantial minutenefs of the Notitia. 

ilratc 
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(hare whom they honoured with fuch unbounded ^^vti^* 
confidence '''^ Hi^ appointments were fuitable ^— y—^ 
to his dignity '*** ; and if avarice was his ruling 
paffion, he enjoyed frequent opportunitifes of col- 
leding a rich harveft .of fees, of prefents, and of 
perquifites. Though the emperors no longer 
dreaded the ambition of their praefefts, they were 
attentive to counterbalance the power of this great 
office by the uncertainty and (hortnefs of its du- 



ration 



From their fuperior importance and dignity, T^^^ 
Rome and Conftantinople were alone excepted Rome and 
from the jurifdiftion of the Praetorian prafedb- ^^"^°^' 



The immenfe fize of the city, and the experience 
of the tardy, inefFeftualoperation of the laws, had 
funufhed the policy of Auguftus with a fpedous 
pretence for introducing a new magiftrate, who 
alone, could reftrain a fervile and turbulent popu- 

^'^ Sec a Uw df Conftantine himfelf. A pnefedis autem prae- 
tmio provocare, non finimus. Cod. Juftinian. 1. vii. tit. Ixii. leg. 
19. Charlfiusy a lawyer of the time of Conftantine (Heinec. Hift. 
Juris Romani, p. 3490* ^^^ admits this law as a fundamental 
prndple of jurifprudence, compares the Pnetorian pncfeds to the 
mailers of the bode of the ancient diftatore. Pande;^« 1. u 
tic. xi. 

>=« When Jufttnian, in the exhaufled condition of the eropire» 
irfututcd a Praetorian prxfe<ft for Africa* he allowed him a iaiary 
cf one hundred pounds of gold. Cod. Juitinian. 1. i. tit. xxvii. 
kg. I. . 

«» For this, and the other dignities of the empire, it may be 
fufficieot to refer to the ample commentaries of Pancirolus and 
Godefroy, who have diligently collected and accurately digefted in 
their proper order all the legal and hiftorical materials. From thofe 
ntbors» Dr. Howell (Hiftory of the World, toI. ii. p. 14—77,) 
had deduced a very diiUndl abridgment of the ftate of the Roman 
empire. 

I lace 
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CHAl^ laec by the ftrong arm of arbitrary power ''*^- 
^^ ' yilerius Meffallawas appoiitted the firft prasfefk 
of llome^ thfit, his reputation nught countenance 
fo invidious a meafure : but, at the end of a few 
4ay8, that accompliflied citu5en'°* refigned his 
.office, 4cclaring with a fpirit worthy of the friend 
qf 3rutu8, that he found himfelf incap^le of ex- 
.^cifing a power incompatible with pu^ic free- 
. dom ^*". As the fenfe of Kberty became fejTs ex- 
quifite, the advantages of order were more clearly 
amderftopd j and the praefeft, who feemed to have 
;been defigned as a terror only to flaves ^d va- 
gnoitSy was permitted to extend his civil and cri- 
minal jurildiftion . over the equeftrian and noble 
families of Rome. The praetors, annually created 
.as the judges of law and equity, could not long 
diipute the poffeflion of the Forum with a vigor- 

»J Tac t. Annal. ti. it. Euftb. in Chron. p. 155, Dior 
Caflxiis, in the oration of ^I^cena8 (1. vii. p. 675.), defcrtbcs thi 
prei ogatives of the prsefe^ of the city as they we're cftablilhcd ie 
his own time. 

'C4 1 he fimc of MclTalla has been fcarccly cqoal to his merit 
In the carlieft youth he was recommended by Cicero to the fricnd- 
fhip of Brutus. He followed the ftandard of the republic till it was 
broken in the fields of Fhilippi : he then accepted and deferred the 
favour of the moft moderate of the conquerors j and uafforml]! 
iifftrted his freedom and dignity in the court of Auguilus. Th< 
triumph of Meflalla was juftified by the conqueft of Aquitain. As 
art orator; he dlfputed tl^e palm of eloquence with Cicero l\gn. 
fclf. Melfalla cultivated every mufe, and was the patron of every 
mtn of genius. He fpent his evenings in philofophic converfatior 
vith Horace; aflTumed his place at table betv^een Delia and Ti 
biiMuft ; and amufed hia leifurc by encouraging the poetical talent! 
of young Ovid. 

«>5 Incivilera eife poteftatem conteftans, fays the tranQator .oi 
Eiifcbiui. Tacitus exprefles the fiune i^ea in other wonlt: qua£ 
ocfcius excrcendi* 

ous 
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out an4 permaiveiit magiilrate, who was ufually chap. 



admitted into the C9iifidence of -the prince. Thei^ 
courts were defetted, . their nunilier, ix^ch had 
oace flu£luated between twelve and eighteen**^, 
was gradually reduced to two or three, and their 
important funfiions were confined to the expen- 
five obligation '^^ of exhibiting games for the 
amufement of the people. After the ofEce of the 
Roman confuls had been changed into a yaia 
pageant, which was rarely difplayed in the ca* 
piral, the praefecls affumed their vacant place in 
the fenate, and were fopn acknowledged as the 
ordinary prefidents of that venerable aflfembly. 
They received appeals from the diftance of onp 
hundred miles ; and it was allowed as a principle 
of jurifprudence, that all municipal authority was 
derived from them alone ***'. In the difcharge pf 
his laborious employment, the governor of Romp 
was affifted by fifteen officers, fome of whom had 
been originally his equals, or even his fuperiors. 
The principal departments were relative to thp 
command of a numerous watch eflajblifhed as ji 

*^ Sec Lipfius, Excurfus D, ad i lib. Tacit. Annal. 

^ Heineccii Element. Juris Civilis fecund, ordincm Pande^. 
torn. L p. 70. See likewife Spanheim de Ufu Nun^ifpiatimi, tooi. iu 
dilTcrtat. x. ^.119. In the year 450, Marcia^ publi(bed a lav» 
that eJbree citizens fliould be annually created Praetors of Conftanti- 
fiopte by the okoice of the Cenate, but with th^ir own conleot. Cod. 
Juftinian. 1. L tit. xxxiz. leg. ». 

K^ Qutdquid igitur intra urbem admittitur, ad P. U. ^idetur per- 
ttnere ; fed et liquid intra centefimum milliarium. Ulpian in Fan* 
<3cd. I. i. tit. xiii. n. 1. He proceeds to enumerate the various .of- 
fices of the pr«fed, who, in the code of Juflinian (I. i. tit. 3g^xi>. 
ifg. 3). i« declared to precede and command all city magi ft rate*, 
fine injurii ac detrimento honor is altenf. 

fafeguard 
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CHAP, fafeguard againft fires, robberies, and noftumal 
y^^^^'^ diforders; the cuftody. and diftribution pf the 
public allowance of com and provifions ; the care 
of the port, of the aqueduds, of the common 
fewers, and of the navigation and bed of the 
Tyber ; the infpedlion of the markets, the theatres, 
and of the private as well as public works. Their 
vigilance enfured the three principal objefts of 
a regular police, fafety, plenty, and cleanllnefs ; 
and as a proof of the attention of government to 
preferve the fplendour and ornaments of the capi- 
tal, a particular infpeftor was appointed for the 
•ftatues ; the guardian, as it were, ©f that inani- 
mate people, which, according to the extrava- 
gant computation of an old writer, was fcarcely 
inferior in number to the living inhabitants of 
Rome. About thirty years after the foundation 
of Coriftantinople, a fimilar magiftrate was created 
in that rifing metropolis, for the fame ufes, and 
with the fame powers. A perfeft equality was 
cftablifhed between the dignity of the two muni- 
cipal, and that of the four praetorian, ipf^fc&s '•**. 
The pro- Thofe who, in the Imperial hierarchy, were 
conhiis,^ diftinguilhed by the title oi Refpeclable^ formed an 
icctfi, &c. intermediate clafs between the illvjirious praefefts 
and the honourable magiflrates of the provinces. 
.In this clafs the proconfuls of Afia, Achaia, and 
Africa, claimed a pre-eminence, which was yield- 

'' *09 Befidcs our ufual guides, we may obferve, that Felix Can- 
tclorius has written a feparatc trcatife, Dc Pracfedlo Urbis; and 
that many curiou^ details concerning the police of Rome and Con- 
ftantinople are contaiaed in the fourteenth book of the Theodofiaa 
Code. 
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hi to the remembrance of their ancient dignity ( ^S^fr^* 
and the appeal from their tribunal to that of the 
praefe£ts was almoft the only mark of their de> 
pendcnce"*. But the civil government of the 
empire was difbdbuted into thirteen great dio- 
C£S£5, each of which equalled the juft meafure of 
a powerful kingdom. The firft of thefe diocefes 
was fubje£l to the jurifdidion of the tdunt of the 
eaft; and we may convey fome idea of the im« 
portance and variety of his functions, by obferv- 
ing, that fix hundred apparitors, who would be 
ftyled at prefent either fecretaries, jot clerks, or 
u&ers, or mejBTengers, were employed in his iiru 
mediate office "\ The place of Augujial prafeS 
of Egypt was no longer filled by a Roman knight | 
but the name was retained ; and the extraordi- 
uary powers "wluch the fituation of the coimtry^ 
and the temper of the inhabitants, had once made 
indifpenfable, were lUU cdndmied to the gover- 
nor. The eleven remaining diocefes^ of Afiana^ 
Pontica, and Thrace ; of Macedonia, Dada, and 
Parfnonia or Weftem lUyricum; of Italy and 
Africa ; of Gaul, Spsdn, and Britain ; were go- 
verned by twelve i?iVa/;f, or vice-frafeils *'% whofe 

name 

00 Eunapius affirms* that the proconful of Afia wa8 independent 
of the pr«fed ; which mQft» howeter, be underftood witii fome 
allowamce i the joriiflid^ion of the ▼ice-pnefcA hr moft afluredlf 
diiclaiiEied. Pancirolus, p. 161. 

^ The proconful of Africa had four hundred apparitors; aad 
they all received large falaries, eitfier from the treaftiry or the pro* 
^nce. See PanciroL p. ti, and Cod. Juftinian. I. xij- tit., Ivi^ Itii. 

"* In Italy there was likewife the PtearofRome. It has becu 
much difjmtcd, whether his jurifdidtion ir eafured 6ne hundred miles 

VouUL. S fr«(gi 



'ft THE DECLINE AND FALL 

^xvtl' name fufBcicndy explains the nature sftid dc- 
u -v-w pendence of their office. It may be added, that 
the lieutenant-generals of the Roman armies, the 
military counts and dukes, who will be hereafter 
mentioned, were allowed the rank and title of 
• RefpeSable. 
Tht go- • As the fpirit of jealoufy and oftentation pre- 
thrf«-a.^ vailed in the councils of the emperors, they pro- 
ceeded with anxious diligence to divide the fub- 
flance, and to multiply the titles of power. The 
vaft countries which the Roman conquerors had 
united under the fame (imple form of admini- 
ftration, were imperceptibly crumbled into minute 
.fragments; till at length the whole empire was 
diftributed into one hundred and fixteen pro- 
vinces, each of which fupported an expenfive and 
fplendid eftablifhment. Of thefe, three were go- 
verned by procmfuUy thirty-feven by confulars^ five 
by correilorsj and feventy-onc by prefidenis. The 
appellations of thefe magiftrates were different ; 
they ranked in fucceffive order, the eniigns of 
their dignity were curioufly varied, and thdr^tu- 
ation, from accidental circumftances, might be 
more or lefs agreeable or advantageous. But 
they were all (excepting only the proconfuls) 
alike included in the clafs of honourable perfons ; 
and they were alike entrufled, diu-ing the plea- 
fure of the prince, and under the authority of the 
praefeds or \h^ deputies, ^th the admixdflration 
of juftice and die finances in thdr refpe£Uve di- 
ftrids. The ponderous volumes of the Ciodes and 

from the city, or whether it itched over the ten Ibuthem pro . 
Itioeeiofltalf. 

PtodeOs 
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Rnde£b"' would forniih ample materials for a ^^vfi'* 
minute enquiry into the fyftem of provincial go« 
Temment, as in the fpace of fix centuries it was 
improved by the wifdom of the Roman ftatefinen 
and lawyers. It maybe fufEcient for the hiito«> 
lian to feie£l two lingular and falutary provifions . , 
intended to reftrain the abufe of authority, i. For 
the prefervation of peace and order, the governors 
of the provinces were armed with the fword of 
juftice. They inflided corporal punifhments, and 
they ezercifed, in capital offences, the power of 
life and death. But they were not authorifed to 
indulge the condemned criminal with the choice 
dF his own execution, or to pronounce a fentence 
of the.mildeft and mod honourable kind of exile. 
Thefe prerogadves were referred to the praefe&s, 
who alone could impofe the heavy fine of fifty 
pounds of gold : their vicegerents were confined 
to the trifling weight of a few oimces "*. This 
diftin£don, which feems to grant the larger, 
while it denies the finaller degree of authority, 
was founded on a very rational motive. The 
finaller degree was infinitely more liable to abufe. 
The paflions of a provincial magiflrate might fre- 
quently provoke him into ads of oppreffion^ 

"3 Among the works of the celebrated Ulpian* there was one in 
ten books, concerning the office of a proconful, whofe duties in 
the moft eflfential articles were the iamc as thofe of an ordinary 
governor of a province. 

"^ The prefidents, or confulars, could tmpoie only two ounces ; 
the Yice-pr«fed8, three i the proconfiila* count of the eaft, and 
prsfed of Mgjptf fix. See Ueiaeccii Jur* Civil, torn. i. p« 75. 
PaodcA. L xlviiit tit» »6 n. I. Cod, Juftioian, L i. tit liv* 
kg. 4. 6. 
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^xva^' which affeded only the freedom or the fortunes of 
u^w^lj the fubjeft ; though, fix)m a principle of prudence, 
perhaps of humanity, he might ftill be terrified 
by the guilt of innocent blood. It may likewife 
. ^ be confidered, that exile, confiderable fines, or 
* *• the choice of an eafy death, relate more particu- 
larly to the rich and the ncble ; and the perfons 
the moft expofed to the avarice or refentment o£ 
a provincial magiftrate, were thus removed from 
his obfcure perfecution to the more auguft and 
impartial tribunal of the Praetorian praefeO:. 2. As 
It was reafonably apprehended that the iiite- 
grity of the judge might be biafled, if his intercft 
Hvas concerned, or his affcftions were engaged ; 
the ftrifteft regulations were eftablifhed to ex- 
clttde any peribn, without the fpecial difpenfa- 
tion of the emperor, from the government of the 
province where he was born "* ; and to prohibit 
the governor or his fon from contracting mar- 
riage with a native or an inhabitant"*; or frona 
purchafing Haves, hnds, or houfes, within the 
extent of his jurifdidion "'• Notwithftanding 

■>s Ut nvlli patriae fuae admini (Initio fine fpeciali principii pcr- 
miflu permittatur. Cod, Juftinian. 1. i. tit. xli. This law was fir ft 
cna^edby the emperor Marcus, after the rebcUion ofX^aHiui (Dion. 
1. Ixxi.) The fame regulation is obfervcd in China, with equal 
ftricftnefs, and with equal cfFcft. 

«»6 pandedt 1. xxiii. tit. ii. n. 38. 57. 63. 

^*7 In jure contiitetur, ne quis in adminiftratione conftitntus all- 
quid compararet. Cod. Theod*. I. viii. tit. xr. leg. i. This maxim 
of comtfion' faw was enforced by a feries of edi^s (fee the remain- 
der of the title) from Conftantine to Jultiv. From this prohibi- 
tion! which is extended to the meanelt offices of the governor, 
(hey except only clothes and provifions; The purchafe within five 
years. may he recovered; after whicby on infornuitiony^ it devolves 
to the treafury. 

thefe 
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tide rigorous 'precautions, the emperor Conftan- ^JL^^' 
rine, after a rdgn of twenty-five years, ftill de- u-^-^ 
plores the venal afid opprefEve adminiftratioa of 
juftice, and expreffes the warmeft indignation tfiat 
the audience of the judge, his difpatch .of bufiU 
nefs, his feafonable delays, and his final fehteace, • 
ver:.* publidy fold, either by himfelf or by the 
officers of his court. The continuance, and per** 
haps the impunity, of thefe crimes, is attefted by • 
the repetition of impotent laws, and ineffectual 
menaces "*. 

AH the civil magiftrates were drawn from the T**^ P*^ 
profeffion of the law. The celebrated Inftitutes the law. 
of Juftinian are addreffed to the youth of his do- 
minions, who had devoted themfelres to the 
ftudy of Roman jurifprudence ; and the fovereign 
condefcends to animate their diligence, by the 
aHurance that their fkill and ability would in time 
be rewarded by an adequate fhare in the govenv- 
mcnt of the republic "'. The rudiments of this 
lucrative fcience were taught in all the confider- 
able cities of the eafl and weft ; but the moft fa- 
mous fchool was that of Berytus '*% on the coafl: 

««5 Ccflent rapaces jam nunc officialium manus; cdTent, inqnanx; 
n\m fi moniti non cefl^vcrint. glndiis pracddcnlur, &c. Cod. 
Ttieod. 1. i. tit. v\u leg. i. Zeno enaded, that all governors fhould 
Temain in the province, to anfwer any accufations, fifty days after 
the expiration of their power. Cod. Judinian. 1. ii. tit. xlix. leg.#. 

"V Summa igitur ope, ct alacri ftudio has leges noftras accipite • 
d vofmetipfos (ic cruditos oftendite, ut fpes vos pulcherrima fo- 
vcat; toto Icgitimo opere perfefto, pofle ctiam noflram rempubli- 
cam in partibus ejus vobis credcndis gubernari. Juftinian. in proenf. 
Ififtitulionum. 

i« The fplendor of the fchool of Bcrytus, which preferved in the 
ea£ iheiaoguage aad jurifprudence of the. llownas^ may be com^ 

B i puU4 
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CHA.P. rf Phoenicia; which flouriftied above three cen- 

^"' tunes from the time of Alexander Severas, the 

author perhaps of an inftitution fo advantageous 

to his native country. After a regular coiufe of 

education, which lafted five years, the ftudents 

difperfed themfelves through the provinces, in 

fearch of fortune and honours; nor could they 

want an inezhauftible fupply of bufinefs in a great 

empire, already corrupted by the multiplicity of 

laws, of arts, and of vices. The court of the 

Praetorian praefeft of the eaft could alone fumifh 

employment for one hundred and fifty advocates, 

fixty-four of whom were diftinguifhed by peculiar 

privileges, and two were annually chofen with a 

falary of fixty pounds of gold, to defend the 

caufes of the trcafury. The firft experiment was 

made of their judicial talents, by appointing them 

to aft occafionally as affeffors to the magiftrates ; 

from thence they were often raifed to prefide in 

the tribunals before .which they had pleaded. 

They obtained the government of a province; 

and, by the aid of merit, of reputation, or of ia^ 

vour, they afcended, by fucc^ffive fteps, to the 

>//^ri(?ia, dignitie? of the ftate '*'• In the praSice 

of 

• puted to haTe lafted from the third to the middle of the fixth cen- 
tiiry. Hcinecc. Jur. Rom. Hift. p. 351—356. 

0^ As in a fbrmer"period I have traced the civil and military pro. 
motion of Ferttnax, I (hall here infert the civil honours of Maltius 
Theodoras, i. He was difUnguiihed by his eloquence, while he 
pleaded as an advocate in the court of the Frattorian prsefea. %. He 
governed one of the provinces of Africa^ either as prefident or con- 
Iu1ar» and deferred, by his adminiftration, the honour of a brafs 
ftatute. 3* He was appointed vtcar» or >rice.pr«fr A of Macedonia. 
^, QpaBftor. 4.CoptofMMiacredlai|peflet. i.FlnetQriaiiprv^a 
" ^ of 
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of the bar, thde men had confidered reafon ail ^vyn^ 
the mftrmnent of difpute; they interpreted the ui-^-iJ 
laws according to the didates of private intereft i 
and the fame pernicious habita might (till adhere 
to their charafters in the public adminiftration of 
the ftate. The honour of a liberal profefEon has 
indeed been vindicated by ancient and modem ad- 
vocateSy who have filled the moil important ila* 
tkms, with pure Integrity, and confummate wif- 
dom : but in the doclioe of Roman jurifprudencey 
the ordinary promotion of lawyers was pregnant 
with n^chief and difgrace. The noble zxty which 
had once been preferved as the facred inheritance 
of the patricians, wa^ fallen into the hands of 
freedmen and plebeians '% who, with cunning 
rather than with (kill, exerdfed a fordid and per- . 
nidous trade* Some of them procured admit- 
tanoe into £inulies for the purpofe of fomenting 
difierences, of encouraging fuits, and of prepar- 
ing a hanreft of gain for themfdves or their brc- 

of the Gauls > wbilft he might yet be reprefented as a young man. 
7. After a retreat, perhaps a difgnice of many yetrs, wfaSeii BM- 
fiss (confounded by fome entice with the poet Manttius^ fee Fa- 
bricius Bibliotbec. Latin. Edit. Emeft. torn. i. c. iS. p. 50X.} em* 
ployed in the ftudy of the Grecian philoCbphy, he was named Pre- 
torian pr^efed of Italy, in the year 397. 8. While he ftill exercifed 
that gi«at office* he was created, in the year 399, conful for the . 
Weft; and his name, on account of the infamy of his colleague* 
the eunuch Eutropius, often ftands alone in the Fafti. 9. In the 
year 4oS> Maltius was appointed a fecond time Pnctoriaa praefiQ^ of 
Italy. Even in the venal panegyric of Claudian, we may difcover 
the merit of Mallius Thendorus, who, by a rare felicity, was the 
iotj^ute friend both of Symmachus and of St Auguftin. See 
Tiile9iont, Hilt, des Emp. torn. v. p. iijo-«'1ji4. 

« >lamerti^U8 lA Pitficgyr. vet.Ki. ao. Auftcritts apvd Pbo- 
tium^ p^ 1500. 

E 4 iSareiu 
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^xvii^* thrcn. Others, reclufe in their chambers, main-* 
%f0^mi^ tained the dignity c^ legal profefTors, by furniih- 
ing a rich client with fubtleties to confound the 
plaineft truth, and with arguments to colour the 
moft unjuftifiable pretenfions. The fplendid and 
popular clafs was compofed of the advocates, 
who filled the Forum with the found of their tur- 
gid and loquacious rhetoric. Carelefs of iBatme 
and of juftice, they are defcribed, for the moft 
part, as ignorant and rapacious guides^ who con* 
duded their. clients through a maze of expence, of 
delay, and of difappointment ; from whence, 
after a tedious feries of years, they were at length 
dilmiflfed, when their patience and fortune were 
aUnoft cxhaufted "\ 
UrySfil' ^* ^^ *^ fyftem of policy introduced by Au- 
ccrs. guftus, the governors, thofe at leaftof the impe* 

rial provinces, were invefted with the full powers 
of the fovereign himfelf. Minifters of peace and 
war, the diftribution of rewards and puniihments 
depended on. them alone, and they* fucceillvely 
appeared on their tribunal in the robes of civil 
magiflracy, and in complete armour at the head 
of the Roman legions '**, The influence of the • 

"» The curious paflage of Ammianus (Lxxx. c. 4}j in which 
he paints the mannerB of contemporary lawyers, aifords a ftrange 
s\izture of found fenfe, falfe rhetoric, and extravagant fatiie. 
Godcfroy (Prolegom. ad Cod. Theod. c. i. p. 1S5.) fupports the 
hiftorian by fimilar complaints, and .-authentic fa^ls. In the fourth 
centuiry, many camels might have been I^den with law-book.-. 
Eonipitts in Vet. Edefii, p. ya. 

iH See a veiy fplendid example in the Life of Agricola, particu- 
larly c, ao, ti. The lieutenant of Britain was entruftcd with the 
(kme powers which Cicero, proconful of Cilicia> bad exerdfed ii) 
tHK name U tfec fcpatc and people. 

revenue, 
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reTCQue, the authority of law, and the command c H A »>. 



of a military^' force, concurred to render their 
power fupreme and abfolute ; and whenever they 
were tempted to yiolate their allegiance, 'the loyal 
province which they involved in their rebellion, 
was icarcely leniible of any change in its political 
ftate. From the time of Commodus to the reign 
of Conftandne, near one hundred governors 
might be enumeiigiKi, who, with various iuccefsi 
ere&ed the ftandard of revolt; and though the 
innocent were too often facrificed, the- guilty 
might be fometimes prevented, by the fufpicious 
cruelty of their mafter "\ To fecure his throne 
and the public tranquillity from thefe formidable 
fervants, Conftantine refolved to divide the mili- 
tary from the civil adminiftration ; and to efta- 
blifh, as a permanent and profeffional diflinfliion, 
a pradice which had been adopted only as an Ojc- 
cafional expedient. The fupreme jurifdidion ex- 
erd&d by the Praetorian praefeds over the armies 
of the empire, was transferred to the two majlers 
ymeral whom he inftituted, the one for the cavalry^ 
the other for the iirfantry ; and though each of 
thefe illii/irwus officers was more peculiarly refpon-* 
iible for the difcipline of thofe troops which were 
under his immediate, infpeaion, they both indif- 
ferently commanded in the field the feveral bodies^ 
whether of horfe or foot, which were united in the 

*M The Abb^ Dubos, who has examined with accuracy ((ec 
Hift.de la Monarchic Fran 901 ff, torn. i. p 41 — 100. edit. 1741.) 
the mftkntions o: Auguftus and of Conftantine, obferves, thtt \i 
Otho had been put to death the day before he executed his conipir 
racy, Otho woald now appear Mi hiitory as innocent as Corbulo. 

f^mi^ 
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CHAP, fame army '*'. Thdr number was foon doublecl 
^-^^ by the dhrifion of the eaft and weft.; and as fepa- 
tate generals of the fame rank and title were ap- 
pointed on the four important frontiers of the 
Rhine, of the Upper and the Lower Danube, and 
of the Euphrates, the defence of the Roman em- 
pire was at length committed to eight mafters ge- 
neral of the cavalry and infantry. Under their 
orders, thirty-five military connpanders were fta- 
tioned in the provinces: three in Britain, fuc in 
* Gaul, one in Spaan, one in Italy, five on the 
Upper, and four on the Lower Danube ; in Alia 
dght, three in Egypt, and four in Africa. The 
titles of counts^ and dukes '*^, by which they were 
properly diftinguiihed, have obtained in modem 
languages fo very different a fenfe, that the uXe 
of them may occafion £bme furprife. But it 
(hould be recoUe&ed, that the lecond of thofe ap- 
pellations is only a corruption of the Latin word, 
which was indifcriminately applied to any mili- 
tary chief. All thefe provincial generals were 
therefore dukes \ but no more than ten among 
them were dignified with the rank of counU or 
companions, a title of honour, or rather of fa- 
vour, which had been rec^itly invented in the 

«^ ZofinMis. 1. li. p. no. Before the end of the rci^n of Cooj- 
ftantius, the magtftri mititum were already increafcd to four. See 
Valelittft ad Ammian. 1. zti. c* 7. 

"7 Tboagh the military counts and dukes are frequently men- 
tioned, both in hiftory and the codes, we muft have recourfe to 
the Notitia for the exaA knowledge of their number and ftations* 
^ For the inftitution, rank^ privileges. Sec. of the counts in general, 
fee Cod. Theod. 1. vi. tit. xii«rzx« with tbe Commejatiary of 
Cpddroy- 

9 court 
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court of Conftaitfine. A gold belt was the en- C HAP, 
fign "oeliich diftinguiihed the office of the counts t,^,^'^ 
aad dukes; and befides their pay, rfiey received 
z liberal allowance fufficient. to maintain one 
hundred and ninety fervants, and one hun- 
dred and fifty-eight horfes. They were ftridly 
px)h3>ited from interfering in any matter which 
related to the adminiftration of juftice or the re- 
venae; but the command which they exercifed 
oyer the troops of their department, was inde- 
pendent of the authority of the magiftrates* 
About the fame time that Conftantuie gave a legal 
iandion to the ecclefiaftical order, he inftituted in 
die Roman empire the nice balance of the dvU 
and, the military powers. The emulation, and 
ibmetimes the difcord, which reigned between 
two profeffions of oppofite interefts and incom* 
padble manners, was produSdve of beneficial and 
of pernicious confequences. It was ieldom to be 
txfeSted that the general and the civil governor 
of a province fhould either confpire for the diC^ 
turbance, or fhould mute for the fervice of their 
country. While the one delayed to ofier the all 
fiiUnce which the other difdained to folicit, the 
troops very frequently remained without orders 
or without fupplies; the public fafety was be- 
trayed, and the defencelefs fubjedts were left ejt- 
pofed to the fury of the Barbarians. The divideid 
adminiftration, which had been formed by Con«- 
ftantine, relaxed the vigour of the ftate, while it 
fecured the tranquillity of the monarchy 

The memory of Conftantine has been deferved- Difttiie- 
Iv cenfured for another innovation which cor- ^J^,*^ 

rupted 
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^xvti^' ™P^^^ military difcipline, and prepared the ruin 
c-..^r-lj of the empire. The nineteen years which pre- 
ceded his final viftory over Licinius, had been at 
period of licenfe and inteftine war. The rivals 
who contended for the pofleflion of the Romaix 
world, had withdrawn the greateft part of their 
forces from the guard of the . general frontier j 
and the principal cities which formed the boun- 
dary of their refpeftive dominions were filled with 
foldiers, who confidered their countrymen as their 
moft implacable enemies. After the ufc of thefe 
internal garrifons had ceafed with the civil war, 
the conqueror >^'anted either wifdom or fimmefs 
to revive the fevere difcipline of Diocletian, and 
to fupprefs a fatal indulgence, which habit had 
endeared and almoft confirmed to the military or- 
der. Frora the reign of Conflantine a popular 
and even legal difliiiciion was admitted between 
the Palatines "* and the Borderers j the troops of 
the court as they were improperly ftiled, and the 
troops of the frontier, 'i'he former, elevated by 
the fuperiority of their pay and privileges, were 
permitted, except in tfce extraordinary emergen- 
cies of war, to occupy their tranquil ftations in 
the h^art of the provinces. The moft flpurifhing 
cities were oppreffed by the intolerable weight of 
quarters. The foldiers infenfibly forgot the vir- 
tues of their profelTion, and contrafted only the 

'*^ Zofimus, 1. ii. p. iii. The diftin^flion between the two 
claflcs of Roman troops is very darkly expreffed in the hiitoriaiis, 
the laws, and the Notitia. Confult, howtvtr, the copious jara- 
titlon or abftra<fl:, which Godefroy has drawn up of the fcverth 
'book, de Re Militari. of tlie Thcodofian Code, L.vii, tit i- leg. i8. 
L. viii« tit. i. k^. lo. 

vices^ 
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TOCS of civil life. They were either degraded by ^ ^ ^ p. 
tfie induftry of mechanic trades, or enervat^l by i_V^r-> ^ 
the luxury of baths and theatres. They fooif be- 
came carelefs of their martial exCTciles, curious 
m their diet and apparel ; and while they infpired 
terror to the fubjeds of the empire, they trembled 
at the hoftile approach of the Barbarians "'. The 
chain of fortifications which Diocletian and his 
colleagues had extended along the banks of the 
great rivers, was no longer maintained with the 
fame care, or defended with the fame vigilance. 
The numbers which ftill remained imder the 
name of the troops of the frontier, might be fuf- 
ficient for the ordinary defence, But their fpirit 
was degraded by the humiligtting reflexion, that 
tbey who were expofed to the hardihips and dan* 
gers of a perpetual warfare, were rewarded only 
with about two-thirds of the pay and emoluments 
which were lavifhed on the troops of the courts 
Etcq the bands or legions that were raifed the 
neareft to the level of thofe unworthy favoijrites, 
were in fome meafure difgraced by the title of 
honour which they were allowed to affume. It 
was in vain that Conftantine repeated the mofl 
dreadful menaces of fire and fword againft the 
Borderers who fhould dare to defert their colours, 
to connive at the inroads of the Barbarians, or to 



»*9 FcTox crat in fuos miles et rapax, ignavus vcro in hoftcs ct 
fradiM. Animian. 1. xxii. c. 4. He obfenres that thcyr loved downy 
beds and hooles of marble ; and that their cups were heavier than 
tfadr fwords. 

pardcipate 



6z THE DECLINE AND FALL 

CHAP. partici|ya(e in the fpml'^. The mifchiefe which 
floixraoin iqudicious counfels are feldom removed 
by tne appUcadon of partial feverities : and though 
fucceeding prmces laboured to reftore the ftrength 
and numbers of the frontier ganifons, the empire, 
till the laft moment of its difiblution, continued 
to languiih under the mortal wound which had 
been fo rafiily or fo weakly infli&ed by the hand of 
Conftantine* 
Kcdud'Ton The fame timid policy, of dividing whatever is 
kg ons. united, of reducing whatever is eminent, of dread- 
ing every active power, and of expefting that the 
mod f6d)le will prove the mofl: obedient, foems 
to pervade the inftitutions of feveral princes, and 
particularly thofe of Conftantine. The martial 
piide of the legions, whofe vidiorious camps had 
fo often been the fcene of rebellion, was nou- 
rifhed by the memory of their paft exploits, and 
the confciouinefs of their adual ftrength. As 
long as they maintained their ancient eftablifh- 
ment of fix thoufand men, they fubfifted, ^der 
the reign of Diocletian, each of them fingly, a 
vifible and important objed in the military hif- 
lory of the Roman empire, A few years after- 
wards, thefe gigantic bodies were flmink to a 
very diminutive fize ; and when /even legions, 
with fome auxiliaries, defended the city of Amida 
againft the Perfians, the total garrifon, with the 

no Cod. Theod. L Tii. tit. i. leg. i. tit. ni. leg. i. See Howell's 
Hift. of the World, voL u. p. 19* That learned htftoriaiiy who is 
not fufficiently knowD, labours to juftify the charadcr and pdicf 
of Conftantioe. 

inhar 
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ifibaUtants of both fexes, and the peafants of the ^xvn^' 
dekrted country, did not exceed the number of \0im^^ 
nfenty thoufand perfons '^'. From this fad, and 
from fimilar examples, there is reafon to bciieve, 
that the conftitution of the legionary troops, to 
which they partly owed their valour and difci- 
pfine, was diflbly^ by Conftantine ; and that the 
bands of Roman infantry, which ftill afliuned the 
fame names and the fame honours, confifted only 
of one thoufand or fifteen hundred men '^\ The 
conijaracy of fo many feparate detachments, each 
of whidi was awed by the fenfe of its own weak- ' 
nds, could eaiily be checked ; and the fuccefibrs 
of Conftantine might indulge their love of often<- 
tation, by iifuing their orders to one hundred and 
thirty-two legions, infcribed on the mufter-roU 
of dieir numerous armies. The remainder of 
their troops was diftributed into feveral hundred 
cohorts of infantry, and fquadrons of cavalry. 
Their arms, and titles, and enfigns, were calcu* 
lated to infpire terror, and to difplay the variety^ 
of nations who marched under the imperial (bn« 
dard« And not a vefUge was left of that fevere 
fimplkity, which, in the ages of freedom and 
vidory, had diftinguifhed the line of battle of a 
Roman army from the confnfed hoft of an Afiatic 
monarch "^ A more particular enumeration^ 

drawn 

<:■ Ammias. 1. six. c. %, He obferves (c. 5.) that the defperate 
Cdliea of two Gallic legions were like an handful of water tl^rown 
on a great conflagration. 

n* Pancirolus ad Notiliani» p. 9^. Memoiret de TAcademse 
des InicriptionSx torn. xzv. p. 491* 

^ Romana acies unlus prope forxnc erat et honiinum ct armorttm 
SacFe.— Regia aciet varia ougia mnltis (entibut dilfimilitudine 

anhorum 
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CHAP, drawn from the NoHtia^ mighf cxercife the dili- 
i_\- « gencc of aii antiquary ; but the hiftorian will con- 
toit himfelf with obferving, that the number of 
permanent ftations or garrifons eftabCihed on the 
frontiers of the empire, amounted to five hundred 
^uid eighty-three; and that, under the fucceffors 
of Conftantinc, the complete force of the military 
dlablilhment was computed at fix hundred and 
forty-five thoufand foldiers "*. An effort fo pro- 
digious furpaffed the want« of a more ancient, and 
the faculties of a later, period. 
Difficulty In the various ftates of fodety, armies are re- 
ofkvics. ^.p^jjted from very different motives. Barbarians 
are urged by the love of war ; the citizens of a 
free republic may be prompted by a prindpie of 
duty ; the fubjeds, or at leaft the nobles of a mo- 
narchy, are animated by a fentiment of honour ; 
but the timid and luxurious mhabitants of a de- 
clining empire muft be allured into the fervice 
by the hopes of profit, or compelled by the dread 
of punilhment. The refources of the Roman trea- 
fury were exhaufted by the increafe of pay, by 
the repetition of donatives, and by the invention 
of' new emoluments and indulgences, which, in 
the opinion of the provincial youth, might com- 
penlate the hardlhips and dangers of a military 
[ife. Tft, although the ftature was lower* 

armorum auxiliorumquc crat. T. Liv. 1. xxxvii. c. 39, 49. 

' Flaxninius, even before the event, had compared the army of An- 
tiochus to a fupper, in which the flelh of one vile animal was di- 
Terfified by the (kill of the cooks. See the Mt d Flaminius in 

'Plutarch. 

m A^athias^ 1. ▼. p. 157. edit Louvre^ 
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cd *"a although flaves^ at leaft by a tadt connivaiicei ^3^^' 
vere indifcrimmately received into the ranks, die 
infurxnountable difHculty of procnrii:^ a regular 
and adequate fupply of volunteers, obliged did^ 
emperors to adopt more effedual and coercive 
methods. The lands beftowed on the veterans, 
as the free reward of their valour, were hence* 
forward granted under a condition, which con- 
tains the firfl rudiments of the feudal tenures; 
that their fons, who fucceeded to the inheritance, 
ihould devote themfelves to the profeffion of 
arms, as foon as they attained the age of man* 
hood ; and their cowardly refufal was puniflied by 
the lofs of honour, of fortime, or even of life *'*• 
But as the annual growth of the fons of the vete- 
rans bore a very fmall proportion to the demands 
of the fervice, levies of men -^ett ftequeritly re- 
quired from the provinces, and every proprietor 
was obliged either to take up arms, or to procure 
afubftitute, or to purchafe his exemption by the 
j>ayment of a heavy fine. The fum of forty-two 
pieces of gold, to which it was reduced, afcertains 
the exorbitant price of volunteers, and Ae reluc- 

»« Valentinian (Cod. Theodof. 1. vii. tit. xiii. kg* 3*) fixes the 
fbndard at five^feet r<:ven inches, about five feet four inches aiid a 
half Englifh mcafure. It had formerly been five feet ten inches, 
and in the beft corps fix Roman feet. Sed tunc erat amplior mul- 
titiido» & plures fequebautur mllitiam armatam. Vegctius de Re 
Militari, ]. i. Q. 5* 

^ See the two titles, De Veteranis, and De Filiis Veteranomni, 
in the feventh book of the Theodofian Code* The 9gt at whicU 
their military fenrice was required, yaried from twenty- fifc ta Six* 
teen. If the fotjs of the veterans appeared with a horfe, they had 
a right to ferve in the cavalry ; two horfet gave them Ibine valuable 
privilege* 

Vol. jn. F tance 
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tahcc rnth which the government admitted of thi3 
alternative **'. Such was the horror for the pro- 
feflion of a foldicr, which had affeded the minds 
of the degenerate Romans, that many of the 
youth of Italy, and the provinces, chofe to cut 
off the fingers of their right hand to efcape from 
t>cing prefled into the fervice ; and this ftrange ex- 
pedient was fo commonly praflifed, as to deferve 
the fevere animadverfion of the laws "'*, and a pe- 
culiar name in the Latin language '^•. 

Tht inttt)du£Hon of Barbarians into the Roman 
armies became every day more univerfal, more 
neceffary, and more fatal. The mofl daring of 
the Scythians, of the Goths, and of the Germans, 
who delighted in war, and who found it more 

V? Cod. Thcod. !. vii. tit. xiii. leg. 7. According to the hiflonaii 
Socrates (See Godefroy ad loc), the fame emperor Valens fomc- 
times required eighty pieces of gold for a recruit. In the foriowing 
tew it 18 faintly expreried, that flaves fhall not be admitted inter 
optimas lediflfimorum mih'tum tiirmas. 

'3» The perfon and property of a Roman knipht, who had muti- 
lated Ws two fonS, were fold at public ao^ion by order of Au* 
fUftus. (Sueton. in Anguft, c. 47-) The moderation of that art- 
ful ufurper proves, that this example of fever ty was judified bj 
the fpirit of the times. Ammianus makes a dKtin^ion between the 
f ffemiAate Italians and the hardy Gauls. (L. xv. c. xz.) Yet only 
fifteen years afterwards, Valentinian, in a law addrefled to the prne- 
Ifed of Gaul, 18 obliged to enadl that thefc cowardly deiertem fliall 
be burnt alive. (Cod. Theod. 1. vii. tit. xiii. leg. 5.) Their mimbers 
in Illyricum were fo conftdcrable, that the province complained of 
a fcxrcWf of rctniits. (Id. leg. 10.) 

*n They were called Murci. Murcidus is found in Plautus and 
Feftus, to denote a lazy and cowardly perfon, who, according to 
Amobius and Auguftin, was under the immediate protection of 
the godclefi Murcim, From thi» particular inftance of cowardice, 
murcare\B nfed as fynonimous to tnutUare, by the writers of the 
middle Lattnity. See Lindcnbrogiu^, and t'alefitis ad Ammlan. 
Maroellin. I. xv. c. xa. 

profitable 



])rofitable to defend tlian to ravage the provinces, ^xAl' 
were enrolled, hot only in the auxiliaries of their 
refpeaive nations, but in the legions themfelv^, 
and among the moft diftingiiifhed 6f the Palatine 
troops. As they freely inlngled with the fub- 
jeSts of the empire, they gradually letoied to 
defpife their manners, and to imitate their arts* 
They abjured the implicit reference which the 
pride of Rome had exacted from their ignbrance^ 
while they acquired the knowledge and poffeifioii 
of thofe advaAtages by which alone ihe fupporti 
ed her declining gteatnefs. The Barbariaii Ibl* 
diers, who difplayed any military taleiltd, weri 
advanced, without exception, to the moft ini^ 
portant commands; and the names of the tri- 
bunes, of the counts and dukes, and of the gene^ 
rals themfelves, betray a foreign origin, which 
they no longer condefcended to difguife. They 
were often entrufted with the conduft of a waf 
againft their countrymen; and though moft of 
them preferred the ties of allegiance to thofe xj£ 
blood, they did not always avoid the gnik^ or at 
kaft the fufpidon^ of holding a treafonable cor^ 
refpondence with the enemy, of inviting his in* 
vafion, or of fparing his retreat The campg^ 
Mid the palace of the fon of Conftantine, ^ere 
governed by the powerful fadion of the Franks, 
who preferved the ihideft conne^EUon with each 
other, and >vith their country, and who relented 
every perfonal affiront as a national indignity ^^ 

*^ Malanchu6-«adhibiti& Francis .Quorum ca tofipeftate in pa-» 
btio multitudo florebat> ereftius jam loquebatur tumultuabaturqoc* 
Amouaa. ]. xv. c. 5. 
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When the tyrant Caligula was fufpe&ed of an in' 
tention to inveft a very extraordinary candidate 
with the confular robes, the facrilegious profana- 
tion would have (carcely excited lefs aftonifh- 
ment, if, inftead of a horfe, the nobleft chieftaii) 
of Germany or Britain had been the objed of his 
choice. The revolution of three centuries had 
produced ib remarkable a change in the preju- 
dices of the people, that, with the public appro- 
bation, Conftantine fhewed his fucceifors the ex- 
ample of beftowing the honours of the confuKhip 
on the barbarians, who, by their merit and fer- 
yices, had deferved to be ranked among the firft 
of the Romans '**. But as thefe hardy veterans, 
who had been educated in the ignorance or con- 
tempt of the laws, were incapable of cxercifmg 
any civil offices, the powers of the human mind 
were contrafted by the irreconcileable feparadon 
of talents as well as of profeflions. The accom- 
plilhed citizens of the Greek and Roman repub- 
lies, whole charafters could adapt themfelves to 
the bar, the fenate, the camp, or the fchools, 
had learned to write, to fpeak, and to a& with the 
fame fpirit, and with equal abilities. 

IV. .Befides the magiftrates and generals, who 
at a diftance from the court difiufed their dele- 

• Ut Barbaros omnium primus, ad ufque fafces auxfrat ct trabcas 
confulares. Ammian. I. idt. c. xo. Eufebius (in Vit. Conilantin. 
1. iv. c. 7.} and AureKus Vrdof fcem to coii6rm the truth of this 
aflfeition i yet in the thirty two confular Fafti of the reign of Con- 
ftantine, I cannot difcofer the tiamt of a (tngle Barbarian. I ihould 
therefore interpret the liberality of that prince, as relative to tb6 
ornaments, rather than to the office, of the confuUhip. 
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gated authority over the provinces and armies, ^SJ^* 
the emperor conferred the rank of Ulufiriotis oh y^yi^ 
fevcn of his more immediate fervants, to vrhofe 
fidelity he entrufted his fafety, or his counfeU, or 
his treafures. i. The private apartments of the 
palace were governed by a favourite eunuch, who, 
in the language of that age, was ftyled the frapo-^ Tbcdum* 
jitus or pradeft of the facred bed-chamber. His ^^^^^ 
duty was to attend the emperor in his hours of 
Ibte, or in thofe of amufement, and tp perform, 
about his peribn all thofe menisci fervices, which 
can only derive their fplendor from the influence 
of royalty. Under a prince who deferved. to. 
rdgn, the g^eat chamberlain (for fuch we may 
call him) was an ufeful and humble domeftic ; but 
an artful domeftic, who improves every occafion 
of unguarded confidence, will infenfibly acquire 
over a feeble n)ind that afcendant which harfh 
wifdom and uncomplying virtue can feldom ob- 
tain. The Regenerate grandfons of Theodofius, 
who were invifible to their fubjefts, and con- 
temptible to their aiemies, exalted the praefeds 
qf thdr bed«chainber above the heads of all the 
ininiflers of the palace '^ \ and even his deputy, 
the firfl of the fplendid train of flaves who waited 
in the prefence^ was thought worthy to rank be- 
fore the refp^Bohie procoi^uls of Greece or Afia* 
The jiirifdidion of the chamberlain was acknow- 
ledged by the cwnh^ os fuperinteodants, who re- 
gulated the two important provinces, of the mag- 
j^QjOQC of the wardrobe, and of the luxury of the 

!M«Cod.Tbeod.l.id.titt. 

F3 Imperial 
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CHAP* Imperial tabic'*', s. Th? prindpal ^miniftra- 
i^-^ttO tion of public affairs was committed to the dili- 
S o?!^ S^^^^ ^^ abilities of the mq/l^r of th offices '^^ 
•Scci. He was the fupreme mag[llratQ of the palace, in- 
lpe£bed the difciplinc of the civil and military 
Jcboolsj and received appeals from d\l parts of the 
empire; in the caufes which related to that nu* 
merous army of privileged perlbns, who, as the 
fervants of the court, had obtained, for thenvr 
felves and families, a rjght tp decline the ^utho^ 
rity of the ordinary judges.. The correfpon^ence 
between the prince and his fubjeds was managed 
by the four fcrima^ or offices of this minifter of 
ftate. The firft was appropriated tq memorials^ 
the fecond to epiflles, the third to petitipns^ an4 
die fourth to papers and orders of a mifcellaneous 
kind. Each of thefie was direded by v^ inferior 
ftiajler of reJ^eSable dignity, and the whple bufi- 
Befs was difpatched by an himdred and forty-eight 
fecretaries, cbofen for the moft part from the 
profeffion of the law, on account of the variety 
of abftrafts of reports and references whjQh fre^ 

HI By a vciy fingiilar metaphor, borrowed from thf military 
clurader of the firft emp^roiSy the fteward of their houfeh^d w«9 
ftyled the count of their camp (coaiea caftrenfis)^ Caftodorin* xcry 
ferioufly reprefcnts to him, that his own faoiey and thatx)f the em- 
|ttvt» muiV depend on the opiaion wliich foreign ambafllidors may 
conceive of the pItAty and magni^encc of the x^^ MUf* (V^mus* 
1. vl epiftoL 9.) 

M4 Gutherius (dc Officiia DomQs Augiiftc, t if. c. ip. t. iti.) 
luia very accurately eyplaioed the ^^tiont of the mailer of tht 
offices, and the cooftitutioa of his fubordlnatc Jc^tM. But he 
T.^inly attempts, on the moft doubtful authority, to deduce fxoni 
tbe time of the Antontoet, or even of Nero, the on^n of z ma* 
giftratt who cannot be foiind i|i hiftory before the reigii of Conftan* 

quently 
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qiiently occurred ia the exercife of their ievera| CHAP. 
hnSdoxis. From a condefcenfion which in for* 
mer ages would hare beea eileemed unworthy of 
the Roman majefty, a paerdcular fecretary was al- 
lowed for the Greek ^nguage; and interpreters 
were appointed to receive the ambafladors of th^ 
Barbarians : but the department of for^gn affairs^ 
which conftitutes fo efiential a part 6f modem po« 
licy, feldom diverted the attention of the maftqp 
of the o^ce^ His mind v^as more ferioufly en- 
gaged by the general diredion of the pods an4 
arfenais of the empire. There were thirty-four 
cities, fifteen in the eaft, and njnete^ in the wefl:^ 
in which regular companies of workmen wer^ 
perpetually employed in febricating defetifiye ar- 
mour, offenfive wesqpons of all forts, %n4 military 
eogpies, which were depolited in the arfenais, ^4 
occafionally delivered for the fervice of the troops. 
3. In the courfe of niiie centuries, the office of J^« ^«e* 
quaftor had experienced a very fingular revolu- 
tion. In the infancy of Rome, two inferior magi- 
ftrates were annually ele&ed by the people, to re» 
Ueve the confuls from the invidious management 
of the public treasure ^^ \ %^ linear alMam was 
granted to every proconful, and to every praetor, 
who exercifed a military or provincial command ; 
with the extent c^ conqueft, the two quaeftors 
were gradually multiplied to the number of four, 

«« Tacitui (Annal. xl. «».) fays, that the firft quasftors were 
dcded by the people, fixty-four years after the foundation of the , 
republic i but he is of opinion, that they had , long before that 
perrody been annuaDy appointed by the confuls, and even by the 
Ungs. But this obfcure point of antiquity is contefted by other 
writers. 

F4 Of. 
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^xvt^* of eight, of twenty, and, for a Ihort time, per- 
haps, of forty***; and the nobleft citizens ambi- 
tiouily folicited an office which gave them a feat 
in the fenate, and a juft hope of obtaining the ho«» 
nours of the republic, Whilft Auguftus aflFeaed 
to maintain the freedom of eleftion, he confented 
to accept the annual privilejge of recommending, 
or rather indeed of nominating, a certain propor- 
tion of candidates ; and it was his cuftom to fele£t 
one of th^fe diftinguifhed youths, to read his ora« 
lions or epiiUes in the aifemblies of the fenate **^» 
The pradice of Auguftus was imitated by fuc- 
ceeding princes ; the occafional commiflion wa$ 
eftabliflied as a permanent office ; and the favour- 
ed quseftor, afluming a new and more illuftrions 
chara&er, alone furvived the fuppreffion of his 
ancient and ufelefs colleagues '^, As the ora- 
tions, 

14* T^itns (Anna!. ». tz.) ftems to confider twenty as the 
htghcft number of qufcftors; and Dion, (l.xlili. p. 374.) infinuates 
that if the dilator Caefar once created fo|ty, it was only to facilitate 
the payment of an immenfe debt of gratitude. Yet the augmentation 
which he made of prctors fubGfted under the fucceecUng reign«. 

H7 Sucton. i9 Auguft* c. (5, and Tprrent, ad loc« Dion. Ca^« 
p. 755- 

i4t The youth and inexperience of the qu;pftprSy who entered on 
that important office in their twenty- fifth year (Lipf. Expurf ad 
Tacit. 1. iii. DOi engaged Auguftus to remove them from the ma- 
nagement pf the trcafury ; an^J though they were rcftored by Clau* 
dius, they fcem to have been finally difmilfed by Nero. (Tacit* 
Annal. xxii. :^. Sueton. in Aug. c* 36. in Claud, c. 24. Djon. 
p. 696. 96X, &c. Plin. Epiftol, X. 10. 8c alibi.) In the provinces of 
the Imperial divifion, the place of the c^uasflors was more ably fup^ 
plied by the procurators (Dion. Caf. p. 707. Tacit, in Vit. Agricol. 
p. i5.)» or, as they were afterwards called, rationales, (Hift. AugufL 
p. 130.). Biit in the provinces of the fenate we may ftlll difcovcr a 
iciies of quftiten till tl^e rei^n of j^arcus Antoninus. (See the In* 
■* ^ ^riptiox\ft 
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tions, which he compofed in the name of the em- ^^J^r^* 
pcror '*•, acquired the force, and, at length, the 
form of abfolute edi£ls, he was confidered as the 
reprefentatlve of the legiflative power, the oracle 
of the coiincil, and the original fource of the civil 
juriiprudence. He was fometimes invited to take 
his feat in the fupreme judicature of the Imperial 
confiftory, with the Praetorian praefefts,^ and the 
mafter of the offices ; and he was frequently re- 
quefted to refolve the doubts of inferior judges: 
but as he was not oppreffed with a variety of fub- 
ordinate bufinefe, his leifure and talents were em^ 
ploy«l to cultivate that dignified ftyle of elo* 
quence, which, in the corruption of tafte and 
language, ftill prefcrves the majefly of the Romaa 
laws **^ In fomc refpeOis, the office of the Im- 
perial quaeflor may be compared with that of a 
modern chancellor; but the ufe of a great feal, 
which feems to have been adopted by the illiterate 

fcriptioos of Gnitfir, tkt Epiftles of Plinf , and a dedfivc fad in the 
Au^ftan hiftory, p. 64.}- ^1*01" Ulptan we may learn, (Panded* 
Li. dt. 13.) that under the government of the houft of Sevenit, 
thdr pnmncial adrntniftration was aboKfliedi and in the fubfe* 
^aent troubles, the annual or triennial el^dtions of qusftors mufl: 
have naturally ceafe^. 

'49 Cum patris nomine ct epiftola< ip& didaret, et edxda coo* 
icriberet, orationefque in fenatu redtaret, etiam qusftotis vice. 
Sueton. in Tit. c 6. The office mud have acquired new dignity, 
whidi was occaioaally executed by the heir apparent of the empire. 
Tnjan entmfted the fiune care to Hadrian his qussftpr and coufia. 
See Dodwell Praeledion^ Cambden* x. xi. p. 36 i r- 3 9 4 * 

ip m i. .Terns edida datunis ; 

Supplidbus refpunia.— Oracula regis 

Eloquk) crevere tuo $ nee dignins unquam 

Majeftaa meminit fefe Romana locutam. 
Clandian in Conftxlat. Mall. Theodor. 3^. Sec likennie Symm^ut 
(Ed^. u 17.) and CaffiodoriuB (Variar. H $.). 

Parfoariansy 
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^xvtr^' BarbariaM, was never introduced to attcft the pub^ 
n_ y ^ lie afts of the emperors. 4. The extraordinary 

Kcte.^ ^^ ^^ ^^^^ ^f ^^^ f^^^^^ ^^#f » was beftowed 
fercr. on the treafurer-general of the revenue, \vith the 
intention perhaps of mculcating, that every pay- 
ment flowed from the voluntary bounty of the 
monarch* To conceive the almoft infinite detail 
of the annual and daily e3q>ence of the civil and 
military adminiftration ' in every part of a great 
empire, would exceed the powers of the moft vi« 
gorous imagination. The aS:ual account em- 
ployed feveral hundred perfons, diftributed into 
eleven different offices, which were artfully con^ 
trived to examine and control their refpefUve 
pp^atfons* The multitude of thefe agents had a 
liatural taidency to enareafej and it was more 
than once thought expedient to difmils to their 
jiative homes the ufelefs fupiemumeraries, who, 
4(&rting tbdr hooiefl: labours, had preflfed with 
too much eagemefs into the lucrative profeifion 
of the finances**'* Twenty-nine provincial re- 
ceivers, of whom dghteea were honoured with 
the title df coimt, coFre^nded with the trea- 
furer; and he extended his jurifdidion over the 
mines from whence the piredous metak wei^ ex« 
traded, over the mints, in which they were con* 
verted into the current coin, and over the public 
treafuries of the moft important ddes, where they 
were depofited for the fervice of the ftate. The 
foreign trade of the empire was regulated by this 
minifter, who direded likewife all the linen and 

. 991 Cod, Th^pd. 1. Ti. tit jq. Cpd. Joftiouui. I xiL tit m- 

woollen 
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\roollen manufeftures, in vhiA die fucceffivc ^xy\f* 

operations of fpiimingy weaving, and dying were 

executed, chiefly by women of a fervile condition, 

for the ufe of the palace and army. Twenty-fiic 

of thefe inflitudons are enumerated in the wefl^ 

where the arts had been more recently introduced, 

and a ftill larger proportion may be allowed for 

the induftrious provinces of the eaft''% 5. Be- Thcpn. 

fides the publig revenue, which an abfolute mo* fum, 

narch might levy and e^qpend according to his 

pleafure, the emperors, in the capacity of opu^ 

lent citizens, polTefli^d a very extenfive property, 

which was adminiftered by the fountj or treafurer 

of the private eftate. Some part had perhaps been 

the ancient demefpes of kings and republics; 

fome acceilions miglu be derived from the fa- 

Hiilies which were fucceflively invefted ifnth the 

purple J but the mpft confid^rabU portion lBiow64 

6rom thQ impure fottrce of confifcations and /oi^ 

feitures^ Ihe Imperi4 eftates were fcattered 

throu^ the province^ from Mauritwia to Brif 

tain \ but the rich and fertile foil of Cappadocia 

lenapted tke monarcib to acquim in that country 

his fiaireft pofIeffions-'% and either Conftantine 

or bis fucceflbie embraced the pccafion of juftify- 

iog s^^arice by regions zea}. They fupprejOfed 

*s* In the #n^rtmCTiti of thp two coiinte of the treafury, the 
caftem part of the Ifotkia happens to be very defedlive. It may be 
fibferted^ that we had a treaAiry-cheft in London, and a gyneCeum 
«r manufadnre at Winchefter. But Britain was not thoufirht worthy 
either of a mint or of ap arfenal. Gaul alone poflefled three of t^e 
fisnocr, and eight of the latter^ 

v> Codf Tkeod. l vi. tit* va. kg. »• and Qodcfroy ad loc. 

3 *cr 
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^xvn^' the rich temple of Comana, where the Iiigh-prieft 
of the goddefs of war fupported the dignity of a 
Sovereign prince ; and they applied to their pri- 
vate ufe the confccrated lands, which were inha- 
bited by fix thoufand fubjefts or flaves of the 
Deity and her minifters ***• But thefe were not 
the valuable inhabitants: the plains that fliretch 
from the foot of Mount Argaeus to the banks of 
the Sarus, bred a generous race of horfes, re- 
nowned above all others in the ancient world, for 
their majeftic fhape, and incomparable fwiftnefs. 
Thefe facred animals, deflined for the fervice of 
the palace and the Imperial games, were pro- 
tected by the law* from the profanation of a vul- 
gar mafter '"• The demefnes of Cappadoda were 
important enough to require the infpeftjon of a 
count *'• ; officers of an inferior rank were ftationed 
in the other parts of the empire ; and the deputies 
of the private, as well as thofe of the public, 
treafurer, were maintained in the exercife of their 
independent fun^ons, and encouraged to con- 

. m Strabon. Geaghifh: ). xii. p, S09. The otter tanple of 
Comana* in Pontus* wai a colony from that of Cappadocia» 1. xiL 
p. S25. The prefi4cnt Des Brofles (fee his Salufte, torn. ii. p. 21.) 
cpnjciftures that the deity adored in both Comanat was BehiS} the 
Venui of the eaft« thr goddefs of i^eratiooj a verjr di^rent being 
indeed firom the goddeft of war, 

»» Cod. Thcod. 1. X. tit. vi. de Grege Domiaico, Codefroy 
has colle^ed every circumftance of antiquity relative to the Cap-* 
padocian horfes. One of the fineft breeds, the Palmatian, was the 
forfeiture of a rebel, whofe eftate lay about fixteen miles from 
Tyana» near the great road between Conftaatinople and Antioch. 

»* Juftinian (Novell. 30.) fubjedcd the province of the count of 
Cappadoda to the immediate authority of the fiivourite ^qnud)» 
who prefided over the (acred bedchamber, 

trol 
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trol the authority of the provincial magiftrates '". fSyji^' 
6, 7« The chofen hands of cavalry and in&ntry, ^^-yw 
which guarded the pcrfon of the empercM*, were ^„^, 
under the immediate command of the two counts o^the 
cf the damefiics. The whole number conliftcd of ti«t?^ * 
three thoufand five hundred men, divided into 
fcven fchools^ or troops, of five hundred , each ; 
and in the eaft, this hdnourable fervice was al- 
moft entirely appropriated to the Armenians* 
Whenever, on public ceremonies, they were 
drawn up in the courts and porticoes of the palace, 
their lofiy ftature, filent order, and fplendid arms 
of filver and gold, difplayed a martial pomp, not 
unworthy of the Roman majefty ''^ From the 
fevcn fchools two companies of horfe and foot 
were fele£ked, of the protedors, whofe advan- 
tageous ftation was the hope and reward of the 
moft deferving foldiers. They mourued guard in 
the interior apartments, and were occafionally dif- 
patched into the provinces, to execute with cele- 
rity and vigour the orders of their mafter"^ 
The counts of the domeftics had fucceeded to 
the office of the l^rsstorian praefe&s ; like the pra> 
fcfls, they afpired from the fervice of the palace • 
to the command of armi^. 

■57 Cod. Thcod. 1. ▼!. tit. mc leg. 4» &c* 

i^ PanciroIiiSy p. zo2. 136. The appearance of thefe militarf 
domeftics is defcribed in the Latin poem of Corippua, de Laudibus 
Jnftin. Lilt. 157—179. P. 4i9> 4209 of the Appendix Hift. By* 
zantin. Rom. 177. 

>» Ammianus Marcellinus^ who ferred fo many years, obt^ned 
only the rank of A protedor. The firft ten amoof^ thcfe honourable 
foldiers were CtariffimL 

7 The 
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CHAP. "The perpetual intercourfe between the cotirt 
T_ -^-' i> and the provinces was facilitated by the conftruc- 

^d!d ^^ ^^^ ^^ ^^^^ ^^^ *^ inftitution of pofts. But 
ipict. thefe beneficial eftablifhmchts were accidentally 
connefted with a pernicious and intolerable abufe. 
Two or three hundred agents or meffeligcrs were 
employed, under the jurifdiftion of the mafter of 
the offices, to announce the names of the annual 
confuls, and the edids or viftories of the empe- 
rors. They infenfibly affumed the licence of re- 
porting whatever they could obferve of the con- 
duft either of magiftrates or of private citizens ; 
and were foon confidered as the eyes of the mo- 
narch '*% and the fcoilrge of the people. Under 
the warm influence of a feeble reign, they multi- 
plied to the incredible number of ten thbufand, 
difdained the mild though frequent admonitions 
of the laws,' and exercifed in the profitable ma- 
nagement of the pofts a rapacious and infolent op- 
preffion. Thefe official fpies, who regularly cor- 
refponded with the palace, were encouraged, by 
favour and reward, anxioufly to watch the pro- 
grefs of every treafonable defign, from the faint 
and latent fymptoms of difaffedHon, to the aflual 
preparation of an open revolt. Their carelefs or 
criminal violation of truth and juftice was covered 
by the confecrated malk of zeal ; and they might 
fecurely aim their poifoned arrows at the breaft 
cither of the guilty or the iimocent, who had pro- 

»«o Xcnophon. Cyropced. I. viii. Briflbn, de Re^no Perfico, J. !. 
Ko 190. p. 264. The CBopcrorf Mlopte<l with pleaiiire thUPerliAi 
iDctaphor. 

vokcd 
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rcked their refentment, or refufed to purdiafc *^JLA^- 
their filence. A faithful fubjed, of Syria per- c-v-^ 
haps, or of Britain, was expofed to the danger, 
or at leaft to the dread, of being dragged in 
chains to the court of Milan or Conftantinople, 
to defend his life and fortune againfl the mali- 
dous charge of thefe privileged informers. The 
ordinary adminiflration was conduced by thofe 
methods which extreme neceffity can alone pal- 
liate ; and the defeds of evidence were diligently 
fupplkd by the ufe of torture *•'• 

The deceitful and dangerous experiment of the UfcoftoiM 
criminal qua/iion^ as it is emphatically flyled, was 
admitted, rather than approved, in the jurilpru- 
dence of the Romans. They applied this fan- 
guinary mode of examination only to fervile 
bodies, whofe fufferings were feldom weighed by 
thofe haughty republicans in the fcale of juftice 
or humanity: but they would never confent to 
violate the facred perfon of d, citizen, till they 
pofiefled the cleared evidence of his guilt***. 
The annals of tyranny, from the rdgn of Tibe- 
rius to that of Domitian, drcumftantially relate 
the executions of many innocent viftims ; but, as 
long as the iainteft remembrance was kept alive 

"** For the Jgenies in ^btu, fee Ammian. 1. xv. c. 3. h xvl. c. 5. 
L ndi. c. f. with the curious annotations of Valefius. Cod. Theod. 
Lvi. tlt.xxvii, xxviii, xxlx. Among the paflages coUedled in the 
Cotxunentary of Godefroy, the moft remarkable one is from Li« 
baniuSf in his diicourfe concerning the death of Julian. 

»^ The Panders (L xlviii. tit. xviii.) contain the fentiments of 
the mod celebrated ciTiIians on the fubjed^ of torture. I'hey 
ftridly confine it to flavesj and Ulpian himfelf is ready to acknow- 
ledge, tbat Res eft fragifiii eft periculofa, ct qu« veritatem 

mix, 
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CHAP, of the national freedom and honour, the lafl 

XVlIa 

hours of a Roman were fecure from the danger oi 
ignominious torture **^'. The condufl of the pro- 
vincial magiftrates was not, however, regulated 
by the pradice of the city, or the ftrict maxims 
of the civilians. They found the ufe of torture 
eftabliftied not only among the flaves of oriental 
defpotifm, but among the Macedonians, who 
obeyed a limited monarch ; among the Rhodians> 
who flouriflied by the liberty of commerce; and 
even among the fage Athenians, who had affertcd 
and adorned the dignity of human kind"*. The 
acquiefcence of the provincials encouraged their 
governors to acquire, or perhaps to ufurp, a dif- 
cretionary power of employing the rack, to ex- 
tort from vagrants or plebeian criminals the con- 
feffion of their guilt, till they infenfibly proceed* 
ed to confound the diftinSion of rank, and to 
difregard the privileges of Roman citizens. The 
apprehcnfions of the fubjefts urged them to fo- 
licit, and the intereft of the fovereign engaged 
him to grant, a variety of fpecial exemptions, 
which tacitly allowed, and even authorifed, the 
general ufe of torture. They protefted all per* 
ibns of illuftriou& or honourable rank, biihops 

»fij In the confpiracy of Pifo again ft Nero, £pichan« (libcrtina 
muljcr) was the only pcrfon tortured ; the reft were inta8i torment is. 
It Would be fiiperfluous to add a weaker, and it would be difficult 
to find a ftranger, example. Tacit. AnnaU xv. 57. 

»64 Dicendiim . . . de Inftitutis Atherienfium^Rhodionimjdoc- 
tjfrimorum horainum, apud quos etiam (id quod acerbiffimum eft) 
liberi, civefquc torquentiir. Cicero. Partit. Orat. c. 34^ Wc may 
learn from the trial of rbilotaa the practice oK the Macedonians. 
(Diodor. SIcuY. ?. xviL p. 604. Q^Curt. h vi. c. i j.J 

and 
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and their prefbyters, profeffors of the liberal arts, ^xvn^" 
ibidiers and their femilies, municipal officers, and u-rv-^ 
their poflerity tp the third generation, and all 
children under the age of puberty '^\ But a fetal 
maadni was introduced into the new jurifprudence 
of die empire, that in the cafe of treafon, which 
included every oflFence that the fubtlety of lawyers 
could derive from an hq/iile intention towards the 
prince or republic '**, all privileges were fufpend- 
ed, and all conditions were reduced to the fame - 
ignominious level. As the fafety of the emperor 
was avowedly preferred to every confideration of 
juftice or humanity, the dignity of age, and the 
tendemefs of youth, were alike expofed to the 
moft cruel tortures ; ,and the terrors of a mali- 
cious information, which might feleci them as the 
accomplices, or even as the witneffes, perhaps, 
of an imaginary crime, perpetually hung over* 
the heads of the principal citizens of the Roman 
vrorid ''\ 

Thefe evils, however terrible they may appeal*, Financti. . 
were confmed to the fmaller number of Roman 

*5 Heinecciu? (Element. Jur. Civil part Vii. p. 8l.) has collcfl- 
td tbefe exemptions into one view. 

»<* This definition ot* the fege Ulpian (Pandcfl. 1. xlviii. tit. iv.) 
Ctems to have been adapted to the court of Caracalla, rather than 
to that of Alexander Severus. See the Codes of Theodofiiis add 
Juftinian ad leg. Juliam majeflatis. . 

*''7 An:adiu9 Charifius is the oldeft latvyer quoted in the Panders 
to juftify the univcrfal praaiccof torture in all cafes of treafon ; but 
this maxim of tyranny, wh'.ch is admitted by Ammianus (1. xix. 
c. ii.)u'ith the moft refpe<flfu! terror, is enforced by feveral law.-of 
the fucceflbrs of Conftantine. See Cod. Theod. 1. ix. tit. xxxv. In 
m.'ijeflatjs crimiDC omnibus squa eft conditio. 

Vol. in. G fubjefts, 
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^ "^ A P. fubjeds, ^xrhbfe dangerous fituation vrm in fbine 
u^v*^ degree compenfated by the enjoyment of thofc 
advantages, efither of nature or of fortune, which 
txpofed them to the jealoiify bf the mooou-chl 
iThe bbfcure millions of a great etfiph-A have 
inuch fefs to dread from the cruelty than from the 
avarice bf their mafters ; and fbeir- humbfe hap- 
pmefs is principally affefted by the grievtocc of 
"cxceflivc taxes, which gently preffing ott the 
wealthy, defcend with accelerated weight ori tht 
meaner and more indigent clafles of Jbciety. 
An ingenious philofopher '" has calculated the 
univerfal meafure of thfc public impofitions by the 
degrees of freedom and fervitude; and ventures 
to aflert, that, according fo an invariable law of 
nature, it muft always increafe with the forn^er, 
and diminish in a juft proportion to the latter. 
But this reflcftion, which would tend to alleviate 
the miferies of defpotifm, is contradifted at leaft 
by the hiftory of the Roman empire ; Vhich ' ac- 
cufes the fame 'princes df defpolHng the fenate of 
its authority, and the provinces of their wealth. 
\^thout sioUihing all the various cuftoms and 
dutiijss on merchandizes, which are imperceptibly 
difcharged by the apparent choice of the pur* 
chafer, the policy of Conflaritine and his fuccef- 
fors preferred a fimple and dired.'m^de of taxa- 
tion, mcAre congenial to the fpirk of an aiWciary 
government '••. 

>« Montefquicu, Efprit des Loix, 1. si. c. 13. 

ih Mr. Hnme (EAye, vol. i. p. ft^) has ken «lhift inportifit 

truth, with fome degree of perplexity. 

The 
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liie name and uTe of ii^ iridiSmf'^^ which ^^^^^ 
bhrc to afeehain the chtonology of the middle Wi-v^ 
itgB%9 treoe derivted fiom the regular jnaSice of the ^[uriluT" 
Roman tra>^)e8 '^\ The empcsror fubibribed wfh or iodic/* 
bk own hand, and in purple ink, the iblenm ^®"* 
edifi^ or indifdon, which was fixed up tn th6 
ponc^ial city of each diocefey during two montha 
previoas to the £rft day of September. And, by 
a Tery eafy ccmnedion of ideaa, the word indidim 
was firzUfi^Brred fo the meafure of tribute which it 
pidcijk>cd» and to the annual term which it al^ 
lowed fear the jpayment. This general eftimate of 
^ fiipplies was proportioned to the real and ima« 
g^iiary. wants of the ftate $ but as often as the ex- 
pence exceeded the revenue, or the revenue fell 
ihort of the com{hitation, an additional tajt, imder 
the nanie oi fuperindiilioHy was impofed on the 
people, and the moil valuable attribute of fove« 
te%tty was communicated to the Praetorian prac« 
Jiods, whoj onfome occafions, were permitted to 
provide for the unfi^een and extraordinary exi- 
geodisss of -the public feryice. The execution of 
ihefe Jaws (which it would be tedioua to purfue ia 

•7* The cycle of iodidtonSy which may be traced aa high as tlic 
RtrQ oC Conftlknttttsv 01* perhspe of lti« father Cpnftantise, is !HU 
oaployrd Ji^y tbe J^poltptnt < but the consnencenacot of the y^ar 
has been very reafonably ;Utercd to the flrft of January • See 1 Art 
dc Yerlflet l^'I>atei, p. id. ; and DiAionnaire Raifon de la Diplo- 
■iati^^Jtoni-ii«ip. ^51.1; two accuqate trcatifesy whidi come from 
the workihop of the fienedi^ines. 

i7t The firft twenty*eight titles of the elerenth book of the 
Thtodofian Code arc 0kd with the drcumftanttal regtilations on 
the important fubjeA of tiibiites; but they fuppofc a clearer know- 
idpettif Amte jBCBMJ prio^ifilca than it it at prcieot in our power 
taatuia. 

G a their 
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c H 4 P. their minute and intricate detail) coniiited of two 
i^-^v-^ diftindt operations ; the refolving the. general im- 
pofition into its conftituent parts, which, were . aC- 
fefled on the provinces^ the cities, and the indivi- 
duals of the Roman world ; and the colIeOing the 
feparate contributions of the individuals, the cities, 
and the provinces, till the accumulated fums were 
poured into the Imperial treafuries* But as the 
account between the monarch and the fubjeft was 
perpetually open, and as the renewal of the de- 
mand anticipated the perfedt difcharge of the pre^ 
ceding obligation, the weighty machine of the 
finances was moved by the iame hands round the 
circle of its yearly revolution. Whatever was 
honourable or important in the adminiftration of 
the revenue, was committed to the wifdom of the 
prasfefts, and their provincial reprefentatives ; 
f the lucrative functions were claimed by a crowd 
of fubordinate officers, fome of whom depended 
on the treafurer, others on the governor of the 
province; and who, in the inevitable conflids of 
a perplexed jurifdidlion, had frequent opportunir 
ties of difputing with each other the fpoik of the 
people. The laborious offices, which could be pro- 
dudive only of envy and reproach, of expence 
and danger, were impofed on the Decurionsy who 
formed the corporations of the cities, and whom 
the feverity of the Imperial laws had condemned 
to fuftain the bxmhens of civil fociety'^*, -The 

>?» The title concerning the Decurions (1. xli. tit. i.) is the moft 
ample in the whole Thcodofian Code; fince it contains not lefs 
thiin one hundred and nfnety-two diftin<5l laws to afcerWin the 
duties and privileges of that ufeful order of citizens. 

whole 
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vrhole landed property of the empire (without ex- ^SjJ;**'^ 
cepting the patrimonial eftates of the monarch) Vi.-««f^^ 
lyas the objeft of ordinary taxation; and every' 
new purchafer contrafted the obligations of the 
former proprietor. An accurate cen/us '", or fur- 
vey, was thfe only equitable niode of afccrtaining 
the proportion which every citizen fliould be ob- 
liged to contribute for the public fervice; and 
firom the well-known period of the indidlons, there 
is reafon to believe that this difficult and expen- 
five operation was repeated at the regular dif- 
tance of fifteen years. The lands were meafyred 
by furveyors, who were fent into the provinces ; 
thdr nature, whether arable or pafture, or vine- 
yards or woods, was diftinftly reported ; and an 
eftimate was made of their common value from' 
the average produce of five years. The numbers 
of flaves and of cattle conftituted an eflfential part 
of the report ; an oath was adminiftered to the 
proprietorsi which bound them to difclofe the true 
ftate of their affairs ; and their attempts to pre- 
varicate, or elude the intention of the legiflator, 
were feverely watched, and punifhed as a capital 
pime, which included the double guilt of treafon 
and iacrikge '^*. A large portion of the tribute 
. •' •* 

«7> Habemus enim ct bominum numcrum qui delati funt, et 
agr<im modum. Eumenius in Pancgyr. Vet. viii. 6. See 'Cod. 
Theod. 1. xiii. tit. x, xi. with Godefroy*s Commentary. 

>H Siqiiis iad'illrga vitein falce fucciderit, aut teracium Ramonim 
foetus hebetaverit, quodeclintt fidem Cenfuum, et mentiatur callide 
paupertatis ingenium,mox detedlus capitale fubibit ejcitium»et bona 
ejus in Fffci jura 'migrabunt. Cod. Thcod. 1. xiii. tit. xi. leg. i. 
Although this law is hot without its itudied obfcurity, it is, how- . 
ever, clear enough in prove the minutcuefs of the inquifitioD* and 
tbe difproportion of the pcnaUy. 

G 3 was 
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^5ra'* ^"^ ^^ ^ moniff ; ad of the current coin «£ Ao 
empire, gold alone pould be legally luxepted '^% 
The rcmaindo' pf the taa^s, according fo iIm pits 
portions detennlned by the annual indiftioii, was 
lumiihed m a manner {till jnor^ dired:, and ftiil 
miorc ppprcffive. According to the difcrent na^ 
ture of land^ their real produce, in the vaSiaiia 
articles of wine or oil^ com or barley, w^bod or 
iron, was tranfpoited by the labour or at the ex^ 
pence of the provincials to the Imperial maga- 
zines, from whence they were occafiom^y d|ihi- 
buted, for the ufe of the court, of the army, and 
of the two capitals, Rome and Conftsoitinople. 
The commiiSoners of the revenue were fo fte. 
quently obliged to make confid^;rable puvchaib, 
Aat they were ftriftly prohibited frojn allowing 
any compenfation,, or from receiving in money 
the value of thofe fupplies which were exacted in 
kind. In the primitive fimpUcity of finall corn* 
inunides, this piethod may be well ^apted-to 
CoUe& the abnoft voluntary offerings of the 
people ; but it is at once fofcq>tibIe of the ntmofi 
latitude and of the utmoft ftriCbiefs, which in a 
i:orrupt and abfohiDe mpaarchy muft introduce a 
perpetual conteft between the power of oppreiSon 
and the arts pf fraud '^^ "H^e agricultui^ of the 

Romar^ 

<75 The aftomihmeiit of P^ny YroiM btve fakd. Eqoidcm 
fniror P. R. Yidis gentibus ai|c«t9un fem|p!er pipentaflefKmauraai. 
Hift. Natur. joonii. 15. 

'76 Some precftQtioBS wete tafcc|i {^ Cod. Th«d. Id. tit. iu 
and Cod. Juftinian. 1. x. tit. xxvn. leg. f , ft> 3.) to reftndn tlit ina4i 
giftrates from the abafe of tbeir' authorityy chlwr In tlic tm&io^ 
or in the purchafe of con : but thofe who lad kanii^ eaoiq;li to 



the |iKogre&r fif-.4^poti£^ teiids to^ jdj^^ i^ A^-lj 

point j^ o^wftiSWl^^^c. euvperor^ wete^^obBjjed 
tp dowf^^r^^^ .Hi^t £rom the foi^iveniifs .of 
d^tx^^-or^t^^r^fo^m of tributes, whi^b their 
(ttbjP&g^^ere uttfarly iBcapaUe oXip^yifitg, ^ Ac- 
.CQf^Bg-.:ie -the -new diyjQpn, gf Ital^i^. the^ fgitile 
awl bappf -, ^viace 9f Cl4mpania,,thSp fcpne pf 
the^farly vifltoiipf, and, ^ 4ve. deUdoMS retire- 
mms gf .^ cHizea$ of Rome, extended be- 
.^een 4tf^^ ^4 the. Appenine from the Tyber to ^ 
t^ S^fPlis* Witt^ ijl^ty ye^s after the death of 
Coq|^fii|tinp»7aid>on the evidence of an a£lual fur- 
Fey, aa estj^mptian was granted in favour of three 
hundred and ibbjiy tboufand Engliih acres-of defert 
aad nnq^vated iand ; which amounted to one- 
Gf^9tk pf the whole furfac^ of the province. As 
thf^lbqti^qps pf the Barbarians had not yet been 
^^ iVii |t%» the ca^fe of this ^mazing defo- 
lafoity. 9hich is ^e<xu:4ed in the laws, can be 
.afcii|ie4.|)fily pf t|^ adnuniilrat^O)^ of the Roman 

Euber from ^kfiga ox; frqm. ^cident, the mode AfTcfM ia 
q£ »fl£%ent. fem^^4^4fl .jjnite the fubftanc^ of » ^tJ^. 

Tc^hst orattonsWdetrolJIaiM VeVrcs (iii. dc Frumcnto), might 
iift^ flKttHiaOMj()fial^dii^▼an^bsiani of upin-dTMin, wit^ regard 
to4^A7eight, the price, the quality^ and'thc carriage. The avarice 
of an unlettered governor would fupply the ignorance of precept 
orprgpedcnv^^^ , - ur,,,, . , > 

»77 Cqd,j{I*^<?^L». ,tit..^9nW»-.]«P^ »• publiflied the 24th of 
March, A. D.' 395, by the emperor Honoriu9> only two months after 
th( (StAfho^Jhif ffl^S^t^odofifiSy^.^iic^ipfaks of 528,041 Roman 
juVQBr^ich I )Mve reduced 1;o t^(p.£agli^ mcafure. Thcjugerum 
CMHaiMi) a^j8o0 ifiwzjft Aoqu^n feet. 

p 4 land- 
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^xvii^' ^^^*^'*^ ?^^* *^ ^^^"^5 °f ^ capitation '^•. The 
returns which were fent of every province or. 
diftria, expreffed the number of tributary fub- 
jefts, and the amount of the public impofitions. 
The latter of th«fe fums was divided by the for- 
mer ; and the eftimate, that fuch a province con- 
tained fo many capita^ or heads of tribute; and 
that eslch head was rated at fuch a price, was uni- 
verfally received, not only in the popular, but 
even in the legal computation. The value of a 
tributary head mud have varied, according to 
many accidental, or at leaft fluftuating circum- 
ftances; but fome knowledge has been preferved 
of a very curious fad, the more importsart, fince 
it relates to one of the richeft provinces of the 
Roman empire, and which now flourifhes as the 
moft fplendid of the European kingdoms. The 
rapacious minifters of Conftantius had cxhaufted 
the wealth of Gaul, by exafting twenty-five pieces 
of gold for the annual tribute of every head. 
The humane policy of his fucceffor reduced the 
capitation to feven pieces '^^ A moderate- pro- 
portion between thefe oppofite extremes of extra- 
vagant oppreffion and of tranficnt indulgence, 
jnay therefore |)e fixed at fixteen pieces. of gold^ 

•''^s Godefroy (Cod. Theod. torn, vi, p. ii6.) argues with weight 
find karnii'g «)n the fiibJL«5l of the capitation j but while he explains 
the caj-ut, as a fharc or meafure of property, he too abfohitely ex- 
cludes the idpa of a perfonal antflment. 

«79 Quid profuerit {JuHanuj) anhclaniibus extrema pcnnria Gal- 
lis, hijic maximc claret, quod primi us partes eas ingrefTus, pro ca- 
pitihis (ingqlis tnbuti nomine vicenoft quinos aureos repcrit flagitari; 
difctdens vero feptenos tantujn munera univcrfa>coDiplcntcs. Am- 
jnian. 1. xvi.c. jf. 
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or about nine pounds fterKng, the common ftand« ^xvn^* 
ard perhaps of the impofitibns of Gaul*'^ -But 
this calculation, or rather indeed the fads from 
vhence it is deduced, cannot fsdl of fuggefting 
two difficulties ..to a thinking mil^d, vho will be 
at once furprifed by the equality j and by the V«^r. 
3w*f of the capitation. An attempt to explain 
them may perhaps refled fome light on the inte- 
refHng fobje^l, of the financed of the declining 
empire. 

L It is obvious, that, as long as the immutable 
conftitimon of human nature produces and main* 
takis fo unequal a divifion of property, the moft 
numerous part of the community would' be de* 
prived of their fubfiftence, by the equal affefl- 
ment of ^ tax from which the fovereign would 
derive a very trifling revenue. Such indeed might 
be the theory of the Roman capitation; but in 
the prance, this unjuft equality was no longer 

••3 In the calculation of any fum of money under Conftanlinc 
and his fucccflbrs, we netd only reter to the excellent difcourfe of 
Mr. Grciives on the Denarius, tor the proof of the following prin- 
ciples: I. That the ancient and modern Rom.\n pound, conta ning 
5956 grafQs. of Troy weighty is about one twelfth lighter than the 
Eogliih pound, which is compofed of 5^60 of the fame graiiw. 
s. I hat the- pound of gold, which had once been divided into forty- 
eight aafw, was at this time coined into feventytwo fmaller pieces of 
the fame denomination. 3. That five of thefe aurei were the legiil 
tender for a pound of filver, and that confequently the pound of 
gold was exchanged for fourteen pounds eight ounces of filver, ac. 
cording to the Roman, or about thirteen pounds according to the 
Englifl), weight. 4. That the Englifh pound of filver i^ coined into 
lixty-two ihillipgs. from thefe elcfneuts we may compute the 
Roman pound of gold» the ufqal ipethodof reckoning large fums; 
at forty pounds flerling ;. and we may f^x the currency of the aureus 
St ibmewhat more than eleven Ihillfngs. 

§ felt. 
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CH^P. .^t» u the tribute ^as.eeUefbd on the prmciple 
v^r-u-'-f <vf a r»4 not of a ferfmMl impofition. Several 
jiidtgent citizens contriimtol te bon^ofe a fii^^ 
lb$ad^ or fbare of taxation ;^ whik tke wealtbjF pro- 
vindal» in proportion to his fortune^ aloae repra^ 
fented feveral of thofe imagii^ry beings.^ In a 
poetical requeft, ^ddrefled to one of the laft aaj 
mod deferving of the RomaH PriiUM who retgf|o 
ed in .0aul» Sidonius Apollinaris ^ifonifies his 
trflmte under the figure o£^a triple monftcV) the 
Oetyon of the Grecian, fables, wd tntreats the 
new.Herculea that he would mod gradoofly be 
ipleafiadxix) fave his lifie by cutting off ii^rc^ of Ms 
'ihllAk^Vir. Tbcf fortuneof Sidonius far exceeded 
^ ^ftMlory vealth of a poet; but if he had 
-fV^l^lbe allufion, he.mnft have painted many 
^iH^^ .GaUk «)Ues with: Ae hundred heads of 
•i&$ di^dly Hydra, ;rpKadittg oyer the &C& of the 
«fi4Mlti){i and dcv^udng^ theiuhAaiice of joi. hun- 
dred families. II. The difficulty of allowing an 
aniiual futrf cffjabriut nin6 pounds fterling, evep 
\Spty^ avfn^4&.of tbe;capitatioau of Gaul, may be 
Tendered more evident by the ^comparifon of ike 
pfefent (late bf the fame country, as it is now gQ* 
vemed by. the abfolute monarch of an induflrioift, 
wealthy, and affeflionat? people. The. taxes of 
' France jcannot Jbe magnifieid, either by fear or by 

c: ) J' >•. ' 

**i Geryonea not efie putSr tdoAftramque tributum, . "- 

Htc r^f/4i ut vmm^ tu mihi toHe iri«. 

lit: S«doiu.Ap0lKtiar. Carm. xiir. 

The reputatiofi of Father Sitmond led4iii^ to9vfm€t^3Soxt f^iti^fadion 
than I have found in his note (f»vix44) onlhitMSidiicablc paflks^. 
The words, Aio ^fjifinnuA nmuK^ bctmy^hor pfrplcjiity <Jf the 
Dtator. • . > ' 

9 flattery, 
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htttarf^ beyond iS» «ui»al amooBt of «%hten ^^A^* 
ouUions ficrlmg^ ivbich ongltt poiiapt to h% \Z^J 
Aaored amopg f GW^aad-tvcoty ndUioas of ii^iai^ 
}xunts'*\ Sevtt miUiom cf tiiefe, in the €»- 
padty of fatbers* or brodb«rs» or iinftiandsy may 
difcharge th« oUigatkms ^ the remamoqig mtdtio 
rtude of wcupen imd ^lUdneii; yet the equal p»o» 
P9I1101I of «ach tsributiry fobje^ vrSX fcaicety life 
i^n^ fi% fiiiUtiiga of ow money, mftead of a 
ftoifaiMXk dmoft four tiinet^aa confidaaUe, 
vhijEii was regularly impofisd on their Gallie aiv 
eeftopefc The reafoa of tUs diffenoot may bt. 
fbuted, jDM fo much in tbo relathre fkaratyor 
pksaty of gold and filver^ as in the different Attt 
of fedifiiy in ancient Gaul and in aodem FnttM. 
b ^ coimbry vrhere perfboal freedom ia tbo pvi* 
Tilege i>f overy fubfc^ the tvhok nuda of tueig 
whether th^ are U^nfii OQ property or oa eon* 
iim^tioot loay )»c &irly difidod amoog the whiili 

^ Tbit aflertion* hqweicr formuUblc it oaj fecm^ is fkmiWM ai^ 
the origiodl regtlters of biitliiy dcatlis, gnd VB^rriaget, coUcdcdby 
public ai}tb«rity» and DO«r aepofit€4 m tbe GMtfyife Oramif aft Paila. 
The anmial aircrag^ of births thiougbout the wbda Idagdooi.takeA 
In five jcars (from 1779^^0 17740 botb ioclufiTc)* is> 479*^49 bof8» 
aod 449i«^ girl6, id 'all 9x8,91) cfai1drep« The proTincc of 
frciich HainauH alone furniflies 9904 births: aad w( are aiQuncdt. 
by a9 a^al nun^eration of the people, anmially rcpeatcxi from thf 
year x'773 to the year T7769 that, upon an aTcrage, Hainaalt coQ* 
tains 2473^97 ipfaabiti^ts. By th^ roles of fair analogy* we Aight 
\nUrt tbat the ordipary proportion of annual births tO the wboI« 
people^ if about 1 to 36 ; and that the kingdom of France containg 
H,i5i>S69 perfons of both fezes and of every age. If we content 
onHelves witii the more moderate proportion of 1 to S5> the whote 
popdatioo iviS aaouot to a3«aia,95o. From the diligent refearchet 
of the French govcmoent (which are not unworthy of our own 
imitatioQ}, we may hope to obtaia a UB greater degree of oertaj&tf 
911 this importaat fubjeft. 

body 
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^'xyn**' ^^y ^^ *^ nation. . But the far greater part of 
u-v-«1j th^ lands of ancient Gaul, as Mioell as of the othei* 
provinces of the Roman world, were cultivated 
by fkives, or by peafants, whofe dependent con- 
dition was a lefs rigid fervitude"^. In fuch a 
ftate the poor were maintained at the expence of 
the mafters, who enjoyed the fkiits of their la- 
bour ; and as the rolls of tribute were filled only 
with the names of thofe citizeris who poffcffed the 
means of an honourable, or at leaft of a decent 
fubfiftende, • the comparative fmallnefs of their 
numbers explains and juftifies the high rate of 
their capitation. The truth of this affertion may 
be ilhiftrated by the following example : The 
iBdni, one of the moft powerful and civilized 
tribes or cities of Gaul, occupied an e^ctent of ter- 
ritory, which now contains above five hundred 
thoufand inhabitants,'' in^ the two ecclefiailical 
fiiOcde8.»of Autun and Nev^*'*:.and with the 

I ''a Cod- Thcod. 1/v; tft. ix, x, xi. Cod. Juftinian. 1. xi. tit. Txiii. 
Coloni appellaotur qiri conditionem debent genitali folo, propter 
agriculturam Tub dominio poflcfforum, Auguftio. de t^ivitate Dti^ 
1. x.c« I.. 

■*♦ The ancient jurifdiftion of {Augtijlodunum) Autun in Bur- 
gundy, the capital of the -aEdui, comprehended |hc adjacent tcr- 
ritoty of {No*viodunum) Nevers. See d'Anville, Notice dc rancicnne 
Gaule, p. 491. The two diocefes of Autun and Nevers arc bow 
tompofed, the former of 610, and the latter of i6d, pariihes. The 
regifters of births, taken during eleven years, in 476 pariflies of the 
fame province of Burgundy, and multiplieil by the moderate pro- 
portion of 15 (fee MefTance Recherches fur la Population, p. 142.), 
may author! ft us to aiTign an average number of 656 perfons for. 
each parifh, which being again multiplied by the 770-parifliesofth^ 
diocefes of Nevers and Autun, will produce the fum of 505,120 
perfons for the extent of country which was once poireHcd by the 
iEdui. 

probable 
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probable acceffion of thofe of Chalons and Ma^ ^xvn^' 
co&'^% the population would amount to eight ^--v-^ 
hundred thoufand fouls. In the time of Con- 
ftantiae> the territory of the uSdui afforded no 
more than twenty-five thoufand beads of capita- 
tjon^ of whom feven thoufand were difcharged by 
that prince from the intolerable weight of tri* 
bute**^ A jufl analogy would feem to coimtc- 
nance the opinion of an ingenious hiflorian "% 
that the free and. tributary citizens did not fur- 
pafs the number of half a million ;. ^d if, in the 
oipdinary adminillration of govenmient, their an- 
nual payments may be computed at about four 
millions and a half of our money, it would ap^ 
pear, that although the fhare of each individual 
was four times as confiderable, a fourth part only 
of the modern taxes of France was levied on th^ 
Imperial province of .Gaul. The exadions of 
Conftantius may. be calculated at feven millions 
fterling, which were reduced to two millions by 
the humanity or the wifdom of Julian. 

*$ Wc miglit derive an additional fupply of 301,750 inhabitants 
froftn the dioccie^ of Chalons (JCabilknum) and of Ma^on {Matifco) ; 
fince they contain) the one soo, ' and the other 160, parifhes. This 
accclIioD of territory might be juftified by very ipecious rcafon?. 
I. Chalons and Ma^n were undoubtedly within the original Jurif- 
didion of the JEAm. (See (t'Anville Notice, p. 187. 443.)- A- ^n 
the Notitia of Gaul».they are enumerated not as Gvi/ate/y but mere- 
ly aa Cqftra, 3. .They do not appear to have been epifcopal feats 
before the fifth and fixth centuries. Yet there is a pafTage in Eume- 
nius (Pan^gyr. Vet. viii, 7.) which very forcibly deters me from ex- 
tending the territory of the JEdui in the reign of Conftantine, along , 
the beautiful ba^ks of the navigable Sa6nc. 

»* Eumenius in Panegyr. Vet. viii. ir. 

^ L'Abbe du Bos Hift. Critique dc la M. F. torn. 1. p. laf . 

But 
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^xm^^ fii* lili» tix, ^ t^imtofi, tm die pi^prietoM 
^y^ dTiand^ ixmM htte fdiiBered E^ich ttid tuHUcroos 

and in- xX liiriii|^ thM (pedtn H9f weahh iviiich te iftewed 
^"*^* fftMA art <* ^A)cmr, »d whfch cx^s in inonejr 
Df in merch&iidffe) IJfae Miperors iiniibicd ft 4(iKr-' 
th£bafid peifoiial tribttte on the tiding ^ait of 
'Attir fabjefib ■*. Some exemptions, tcry ftriflBy 
conlihed both in time and pfacte, were allowed ta 
iht proptuifScM ^ifrtef cSlpoIed of (hi prddtice or 
iheir e«m eftsftes. Scihe rndtrlgencef tvai grantedl 
to the "profeffion <tF the liberal artst but c*cry 
tJther Ijranch of commercial indttftry ^pwrf-affefted 
hf the feverity tof the la*r. Hht honourable mer- 
chant of Alexandria, who hnp&rted the gem^ and 
ipiees of India for the rtfe of ftie weftem worid ; 
tiie nfnrer, who derired Irom 'Ac intef^ffc^of tno- 
ney IL JHent and ignommious profit; the xage* 
IddttS mantdfa^arer, the diligent mechanic, and 
cvett^e moft obfcure retailer of a fequeftcred 
tfflage, were obliged to adxxiit Ae officers xif the 
revenue into the paxtnerflup of thdr gain : and 
the fovereign of the Roman empire, who tderated 
the profeflion, coi^ented to fliaiie tiie ii&mous 
ialary of public proftitutes. As this generatrix 
upon indirftry ims colle£fced e^ery^ fourth year, it 
was ftyled the Zt^firal Coniribttttm/ and- the Irifto- 
nan Zofimus ^^ laments that the approach of die 
fatal period was announced by the tears and ter- 

*« Sec Cod. Thcod. 1. »iL tit. i. and iv. 

^ Zofimus, 1. ii. p. it^'.' 'thtrt is probably a» much paflion 
and prejudice in the attack of Zofimus, as in the elaborate defence 
of the memory of Conftftntuie by ik^ «ealotta Br.'HowtlI. Hift. of 
the World, vol. ii. p. aq. 

ror^ 
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i«f9^i|h* mAsicmA^ wh^ 'were i^en coiii|ylk^[iy ^SA^^ 

Ae in^^ndfng Cc^i^e to embfice the ^nuiil iB« w^^^ 

hoRcd and iflSiatuial methods of pracurmg the' 

fiH«i aft vhieh i^eir property had beeii a£kfied« 

The teftknonyi^ Zofimuft eannot indeed be juffib* 

fied fro^ the cha^ of pailion and prejudice ; but^ 

feom ^^ .nature of this tribute^ it feems reafoii* 

shk 9> conclude that it was arbitrary in the dif* 

tiibutkni^ ancLextr^nely rigorous in the mode of 

cotteOing. The fecret wealth of commerce, aid 

die precarious profits of art or labour, are fufcep« 

tible only of a difcretionary valuation, which is 

feldom d^kd^antageous to the intereft of the trea- 

fory ; and as the perfon of the trader fupplies the 

waatcf avifibleand permanent fecurity, the pay^ 

meat of die impofition, which, in the cafe of a 

hnd-a»c, may be obtained by the fdzure of pro* 

perty, can rarely be extorted by any other means 

than ffaofe oS corporal puniihments. The cruel 

treatment of ^ the infol vent debtors of the ftate, is 

attefted, and viras perhaps mitigated by a very 

humane. ediiS of Conftantine^ who, difclaiming 

the ufe ic^ racks and of fcourges, allots a fpacious 

and 2ary prifon for Ac place of their eon&ie* 

ment"^. 

Thefe general taxes wete impofed and levied by' Free giftg. 
the abfolute authcmty of the monarchy but the 
PGcaOonad offerings of the aroMfy gold ftill re- 
tained the name and femblance of popular con« 
lent* It was an ancient cuilom that the allies of 
the republic, who afcribed their lafety or deliver* 

^ Cod. Theod. 1. xi. Ut.vu. leg, 3. 

ance 
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^xv«^' ance to the fuccefs of the Roman arms; and even 
%Lm^f^ the cities of Italy, who admired the virtues of 
their vidorious general, adorned the pomp of his 
trimnph by their volmitary gifts of crowns of gold, 
which, after the ceremony, w'ere confecrated in 
the temple of Jupiter, to remain a lafting monu- 
ment of his glory to future ages. The prpgrefs 
of zeal and flattery foon multiplied the number, 
and increafed the fize, of thefe popular dcmations ; 
and the triumph of Caefar was enriched with two 
thoufand eight hundred and twenty-two mafly 
crowns, whofe weight amounted to twenty thou- 
fand four hundred and fourteen pounds of gold4 
This treafure was immediately melted down by 
the prudent didator, who was fatisfied that it 
would be more ferviccable to his foldiers than to 
the gqds: his example was imitated by his fuc- 
ceffors ; and the cuftom was introduced, of ex- 
changing thefe fplendid ornaments for the more 
acceptable prefent of the current gold coin of the 
empire '''. The fpontaneous oftering was ' at 
length exafted as. the debt of duty ; and inftead of 
being confined to the occafion of a triumph, it 
was fuppofed to be granted by the feveral cities 
and provinces of the monarchy, as often as the 
emperor cbndefcended to announce his* acceflion, 
his confulfcip, the birth of a fon, the creation of 
a Caefar, a viftory over the Barbarians, or any 
other real or imaginary event which graced the 

'9» See L:pfiu3 de Mnpnitud. Romana, I. ii. c. 9. 7 he Tarra* 
goncfc Spain prtfented theemp'eror CIJiudiu5 witlva crown of gold 
of fevcn, and Gaul with another of nine, hunJred pounds wciyht. 
I have followed the rational emendation of Lipfuis. 

annals 
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^imals of his nagu. The peculiar free, gift of thq ^J?*^,^- 
ienale of Rome was fixed by cuflom at fixteeil %^i^J^ 
oundred pounds of gold, or about fixty-four 
thoufand pounds fterliiig. The opprefled fub* 
jeds c^ebrated their own felicity, that their fove- 
reign ihould gracioufly confent to accept this 
feeble but voluntary teftimony of* their loyalty and 
latitude ''\ 

A people elated by pride, or foured by dif*- Cotidii- 
content, are feldom qualified to form a juft efli- 
mate of their adual fituation. The fubje£is of 
Confta&tine were incapable of difceming the de- 
clinf of genius and mtoly virtue, which fo far 
degcaded them below the dignity of thqir an- 
ceflors ; but they could feel and lament the rages 
of tyranny, the relaxation of difcipline, and the 
encreafe of taxes* The impartial hiftorion, who 
acknowledges Ihe juftice of their complaints, will 
obferve fome favourable circumftanccs which 
tended to alleviate the mifery of their condition4 
The threatening tempeft of Barbarians, which fo 
fooa fubverted the foundations of Roman gr^at* 
tie&, was ilill repelled, or fufpended, on the iron-* 
tiers. The arts of luxury and literature were 
cultivated, and the elegant pleafures of fociety 
were enjoyed by the inhabitants of a confiderable 
pordon of the globe^ The forms, the pomp, and 
the expence of the civil adminiftration contri- 
buted to refbain the irregular licence of the fol- 
diers} and although the laws were violated by 

•9* Cod. Thcod. 1. xH. tit. xiii. The fenators wtfre fuppofed to 
be eicempt from the Aurum Coronarium ; but the Auri Oblatio, which 
was required at their hands, was preclfely of the fame nature. 

Vol. m. H ^ power. 
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^xvn^' power, or perverted by fubtlety, the fagc prin* 
ciplcs of the Roman jurifprudence preferved a 
fenfe of order and equity, unknown to the defpo« 
6c governments of the eaft. The rights of man- 
kind might derive fome proteftion from religion 
iamd philofophy ; and the name of freedom, which 
could no longer alarm, might fometimes admo- 
niih, the fucceflbrs of Auguftus, that they did 
hot reign over a nation of Slaves or Barba« 
rians'*^. 

193 The great Theodolio8> in his judicious tdvice to his Com 
(Claudian in iv. Confulat. Hooorii^ 2X4> &c.)> diftingutihcs the Na- 
tion of a Roman prince from that of a Parthian monarch. Virtue. 
was neceflary for the one. Birth might fuffice for the other. 
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CHAR xvm. 

Cbara6ler rf Con/iantine.'--Coihic War.'^Deatb of 
Con/lantine. — Divifion of the Empire among bis 
three Sons. — Perftan War. — Tragic Deaths of 
Canfiantine the Younger and Conjians. — Ufurpation 
if Magnentius. — Civil War.-^Vi^ory of Con/ion* 
tins. 

' H E charafter of the prince who removed CHAP, 
the feat of empire, and introduced fuch J^^^-^ 
important changes into the civil and religious Charafter 
conftitution of his country, has fixed the atten- ftatitinc. 
tion, and divided the opinions, of mankind. By 
the grateful zeal of the Chriftians, the deliverer 
of the chiu-ch has been decorated with every attri- 
bute of a hero, and even of a faint j while the 
difcontent of the vanquiflied party has compared 
Conftantine to the mod abhorred of thofe tyrants^ 
who, by their ' vice and weaknefs, difhonoured 
the Imperial purple. The fame paf&ons have in 
fome degree been perpetuated to fucceeding gene- 
rations, and the character of Conftantine is cdn- 
fidered, even in the prefent age, as an objeO: 
either of fatire or of panegyric. By the impar- 
tial union of thofe defefts which are confefled by 
his warmeft admirei:s, and of thofe virtues which 
are acknowledged by his moft implacable ene- 
mies, we might hope to delineate a juft portrait 
of that extraordinary man, which the truth and 
candour of hiftory fhould adopt without a 
H % bluih. 
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CHAP, blufli •. But it would foon appear, that the vain at- 
tempt to blend fuch difcordant colours, and to re- 
concile fuch inconfiftent qualities,, rauft produce a 
figure monftrous rather than human, unlefs it is 
viewed in its proper and diftinfl: lights, by a care- 
ful reparation of the different periods of the reign 
of Conftantine. 

HU vir. 'jT^e perfon, as well as the mind, of Conftan- 

tine had been enriched by nature with her choiceft 
endowments. His ftature was lofty, his coun- 
tenance majeftic, his deportment graceful; his 
ftrength and aftivity were difplayed in every 
manly exercife, and from his earlieft youth, to a 
very advanced feafon of life, he preferved the vi- 
gour of his conftitution by a ftrifl: adherence to 
the domeftic virtues of chaftity and temperance. 
He delighted in the focial intercourfe of familiar 
'convcrfation ; and though he might fometimes 
indulge his difpofition to raillery with lefs referve 
than was required by the fevere dignity of his 
ftation, the courtefy and liberality of his manners 
gained the hearts of all who approached him* 
The fincerity of his friendfliip has been fufpeded ; 
yet he fhewed, on fome occafions, that he was 
nqj incapable of a warm and lafting attachment. 
•The difadvantage of an illiterate education had 
not prevented him from forming a juft eftimate 

■ On ne fc trorapcra point fur Conftantin, en croyant tout lemal 
flu'en dit Eufebe^ ct tout Ic bien qu'cn dit Zolime- Flcuty Hift. 
Ecclefiaftiquc, torn. iii. p. 233* Eufebius and Zofimus form indeed 
the two extremes of flattery and invc^ivc. The intermediate Ihades 
arc exprcfled by thofc writers, whofc charadler or fituation vari- 
^ufly tempered the influence of tlielr religious zeal. 

•f 
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of the value of leanung ; and the arts and fciences c ha ?• 
derived fome encouragement from the munificent 
proteftion of Cozxftantine. In the difpatch of 
buiinefs, his diligence wa3 indefatigable; and the 
adtiye powers of his mind were almoft continually 
exercifed in reading, writing, or meditating, in 
giving audience to ambafladors, and in examin- 
ing the complaints of his fubjefts. Even thofe 
who cenfured the propriety of his meafures were 
compelled to acknowledge, that he poflfefTed mag- 
nanimity to conceive, and patience to execute, 
the moft arduous defigns, without being checked 
either by the prejudices of education, or by the 
clamours of the multitude. In the field', he in- 
fufed his own intrepid fpirit into the troops, 
whom he conducted with the talents of a con^ 
fummate general ; and to his abilities, rather than 
to his fortune, we may afcribe the fignal viftories 
which he obtained over the foreign and domeftic 
foes of the republic. He loved glory, as the re- 
ward, perhaps as the motive, of his Ubours. 
The boundlefs ambition, which, from the mo* 
ment of his accepting the purple at York, ap- 
pears as the ruling pailion of his foul, may be 
julHfied by the dangers of his own fituation, by 
the charader of his rivals, by the confcioufnefs of 
fuperior merit, and by the profpeft that his fuc- 
cefs would enable him to reftore peace and order 
to the diftraded empire. In his civil w^u^ againft 
Maxentius and Licinius, he had engaged on his 
fide the inclinationg of the .people, who com- 
pared the iindifiembled vices of thofe tyrants, 
?ith the fpirit of wifdom and juftice which feemed 
H3 » 
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CHAP. 
XVIII. 



His vices. 



A.D. 



to direfl the general tenor of the adminiftration^of 
Conflantine *. 

Had Conflantine fallen on the banks of the 
Tyber, or even in the plains of Hadrianople, 
fuch is the charafter which, with a few excep- 
tions, he might have tranfmitted to pofterity. 
But the conclufion of his reign (according to the 
moderate and indeed tender fentenc^e of a writer 
of the fame age) degraded him from the rank 
which he had acquired among the mofl deferving 
of the Roman princes \ In the life of Auguftus, 
w^e behold the tyrant of the republic, converted, 
almoft by imperceptible degrees, into the father 
of his country and of human kind. In that of 
Conflantine, we may contemplate a hero, who 
had fo long infpired his fubjefls with love, and 
his enemies with terror, degenerating into a cruel 
and diffolute monarch, corrupted by his fortune, 
or raifed by conquefl above the neceflity of diffi- 
mulation. The general peace which he main- 
tained during the lafl fourteen years of his reign, 

* The virtues of Con(bntine are colleded for the moft part from 
Eutropius, and the younger Victor, two Ancere pagans, who 
wrote after the e^indtion of his family. Even Zofimus, and the 
Emperor Julian, acknowledge his perfonal courage and military at* 
chicvements. 

3 See Eutropius, x. 6. In primo Imperii tempore optimiB princi* 
pibus,, ultimo mcdiis comparandus. From the ancient Greek ver- 
fion of Poeanius (edit. Havercamp. p. 697.}> I ani inclined to fuf- 
pe<5l that Eutropius had originally written ntix mediis ; and that the 
offenfive monofyllable wss dropped by the wilful inadvertency of 
tranfcribeni. Aurelius Vidor exprefles the general opinion by a 
vulgar and indeed obfcure proverb. Trtubala decern annis prac- 
ilantifllmus; duodecim fequentibus iatfi decern novifllmis/v^ii/S^^/ 
ob immodicat profufiones. 
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ym a period of apparent fplendor rather than of ^5^,f,/* 
leal proiperity; and the ojd age of Conftantine u^-v-w 
was diigraced by the oppofite yet reconcileable 
Yices of rapaciouliiefs and prodigality. The ac« 
cumulated treafures found in the palaces of Max- 
entius and Licinius, were laviihly confumed; the 
Tarious ianovations introduced by the conqueror, 
were attended with an encreafing expence; the 
coft of his buildings, his court, and his feftivals, 
required an immediate and plentiful fupply ; and 
the oppreffion of the people was the only fund 
which could fupport the magnificence of the 
fovcrdgn*. His unworthy favourites, enriched 
by the boundlefs liberality of their mafter, ufurped 
with impunity the privilege of rapine and cor- 
ruption \ A fecret but univerfal decay was felt 
in every part qf the public adminiftration, and 
the emperor himfelf, though he dill retamed the 
obedience, gradually loft the efteem, of his fub-. 
jefts. The drefs and manners, which, towards 
the decline of life, he chofe to affeft, ferved only 
to degrade him in the eyes of mankind. The 
Afiatic pomp, which had been adopted by the 
pride of Diocletian, aifumed an air of foftnefs 
and effeminacy in the perfon of Conftantine. He 

4 Julian. Oratr i. p. 1. in a flattering difcourfe pronounced be- 
fore the fon of Conftantine; and Cacfarci, p. 335. Zofimus, p. 114. 
115. The ftately buildings of Conftantjnople, 3cc. may be quotc4 
u a lafting and unexceptionable proof of the profufencfs of their 
founder. 

5 The impartial Ammianus defcrves all our confidence. Proxi? 
monim fauces aperuit priniua omnium Conijtantinus. L. xvi. c. 8, 
Eufebius himfelf confcflcs the abufe (Vit. Conftantin. I. iv. c. 19. 
54.) j and fomic of the Imperial laws feebly point out the remedy. 
See above, p. ^3. of tlus volume. 

H4 » 
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CHAP. 

XVill. 



His family. 



IS reprefented with falfe hair of various colours/ 
labot'ioufly arranged by the fldlful artifts of the 
times ; a diadem of a new and more expenfive 
fafhion ; a profufipn of gems and pearls, of col- 
lars and bracelets, and a variegated flowing robe 
of filk, moft curioufly embroidered with flowers 
of gold. In fuch apparel, fcarcely to be cxcufed 
by the youth and folly of Elagabalus, we are at a 
lofs to difcover the wifdom of an aged monarchy' 
jgfid the fimplicity of a Rom?in veteran ^ A 
mind thus relaxed by profpcrity and indulgence, 
was incapable ©f rifmg to that magnanimity which 
difdains fufpicion, and dares to forgive. The 
deaths of Maximian and Licinius may perhaps be 
juftified by the maxims of policy, as they are 
taught in the fchools of tyrants j but an impartial 
narrative of the executions, or rather murders, 
which fullied the declining age of Conftantine, 
will fuggefl to our moft candid thoughts, the idea 
of a prince, who could facrifice without reluftance. 
the laws of juftice, and the feelings of nature, to 
the didates either of his pafllons or of his in- 
tcreft. 

The fame fortune which fo invariably followed 
the ftandard of Conftantine, feemed to fecure the 
hopes and comforts of his domeftic life. Thofe 
among his predeceflbrs who had enjoyed the 
longeft and moft profperous reigns, Auguftus, 

• Julian, in the Caefers, attempts to ridicule his uncle. Hie fuf* 
picjous teftimony is confirmed however by the learned SpanheiRi, 
with the authority of medals (fee Commentaire, p. 156. 299. 397. 
459.). Eufebius (Orat. c. 5.) alleges, that Conftaqtine dreflfed for 
the public, not for himfolf. Were this admitted^ the vaineft gox- 
comb could never want an ezcuie. 

Z Trajan, 
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Trajan, and Diocletian, had been difappointed of ^xVul' 

pofterity ; and the frequent revolutions had never 

allowed fufficient time for any Imperial family to 

grow up and multiply under the fhade of the 

piHple. But the royalty of the Flavian line, 

which had been firft ennobled by the Gothic Clau« 

dius, defcended through feveral generations; and 

Conftanrine himfelf derived from his royal father 

the hereditary honours which he tranfmitted to his 

childroi. The emperor had been twice married. 

Minervina, the obfcure but lawful objeft of his 

youthfiil attachment % had left him only one fon, 

who was called Crifpus. By Faufta, the daughter 

of Maximian, he had three daughters, and three 

fens, known by the kindred names of Conftantine, 

Conftantius, and Conflans. The unambitious 

brothers of the great Conftantine, Julius Conftan« 

tius, Palinatius, and Hannibalianus % were per- 

mitted to enjoy the moft honourable rank, and the 

moft affluent fortune, that could be confiftent 

with a private ftation. The youngeft of the three 

lived without a name, and died without pofterity. 

His two elder brothers obtained in marriage the 

daughters of wealthy fenators, and propagated 

pew branches of the Imperial race. Gallus an<jl 

' Zo6nau8 and Zonaras agree In reprefenting Minenrina as the 
concubine of Conftantine : but Ducange has very gallantly refcued 
her chara6^er9 by [irodudhg a decifiTe paflage from one of the pane- 
gyrics: ** Ab ipfo fine pneritiz te matrimonii legibus dedifti.'* 

' Ducange (Familix Byzantinas, p. 44O bellows on him, a&er 
Zonaras, the name of Conftantine ; a name fomewhat unlikely, as 
it was already occupied by the elder brother. That of Hannibal ia« 
Hus is mentioned in the Pafchal Chronicle, and u approved bf 
TiQemont, Hift. dcs £mpercurs> torn. iv. p. 537. 

Juui 
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CHAP. 
XVIII. 



Trrtncs of 
Ciiipus. 



Juli^m afterwards became the* moft illuftricus of 
the children of Julius Conftantius, the PatrUian. 
The two fons of Dalmatius, who had been deco- 
rated with the vain title of Cen/or^ were named 
Dalmatiua and Hannibalianus* The two fifter^ 
of the great Conilantine, Anaftafia and Eutropia* 
were bcftowed on Optatus and Nqx>t]anus, two 
fenators of noble birth and of confular dignitf • 
His third fifter, Conftantia, was diftinguiihed by 
her pre-eminence of greatnefs and of mifery. 
8he remained the >^dow of the vanquifhed Lici* 
nius ; and k was by her entreaties, that an inno- 
cent boy, the offspring of their maniage, pre* 
ierved for ibme time, his life, the title of Ca&far, 
and a precarious hope of the fucceffion. Befideg 
the females, and the allies of the Flavian houfe, 
ten or twelve males, to whom the language of 
modem courts would apply the title of princes of 
the blood, feemed, according to the order of 
their birth, to be deftined either to inherit or to 
fupport the throne of Conftantine. But in lefs 
than thirty years, this numerous and encreafing 
family was reduced to the perfons of Conftantius 
and Julian, who alone Had furvived a feries of 
crimes and calamities, fuch as the tragic poets 
have deplored in the ' devoted lines of Pelops and 
of Cadmus. 

Crifpus, the eldeft fon of Conftantine, and the 
prefumptive heir of the empire, is reprefented l>y 
impartial hiftorians as an amiable and accom- 
pliflied youths The care of his education, or at 
Vaft of his ftudies, was entrufted to Lafbntius^ 
, } moft eloquent o( the Chriftians j a praeceptor 

admirably 
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admirably qualified to form the taftc, and to ^^^.J"* 
excite the virtues, of his illuflrious difciple '. At -Tju-g-ilf 
the age of feventeen, Crifpus was invefted with 
the title of Caefar, and the adminiftration of the 
Gallic provinces, where the inroads of the Ger- 
mans gave him an early occafion of fignalizing 
his military prowefs. In the civil war which 
broke out foon afterwards, the father and fon di- 
vided their powers; and this hiftory has already 
celebrated the valour as well as condudl difplayed 
by the latter, in forcing the ftreights of the Hel- 
lefpont, fo obftinately defended by the fuperior 
fleet of Lidnius. This naval vidory contributed 
to determine the event of the war ; and the names 
of Conflantine and of Crifpus were united in thef 
joyful acclamations of their eaftem fubjefts : who 
loudly proclaimed, that the world had been fub- 
dued, and was now governed, by an emperor en- 
dowed with every virtue; and by his illuftrious 
fon, a prince beloved of heaven, and the lively 
image of his father^s pcrfeftions* The public fa- 
vour, which feldom accompanies old age, dif- 
fufed its luftre over the youth of Crifpus. He 
deferved the efteem, and he engaged the affec- 
tions, of the courf, .the afmiy, and the people. 
The experienced merit of a reigning monarch is 
acknowledged by his fubjeds with reluftance, 
and frequently denied with partial and difcon- 

9 Jfrom. in Clflrofi. TTic poverty of Ladtantius may be applied 
cither to the praifc of the difintprcftcd phil»fopher, or to the Ihamo 
of the unfeeling path>o. See Tillemont, Mem. Ecclefiaft. torn. vi. 
part i. p. 345. Dupin/ BibKothequc Ecclcfiaft. torn, 1. p. «o5, 
Lardner'$ Credtbility of the Gofpcl Hxftory> part 11. to], vii. p. 66. 

tented 



loS THE DECLINE AND FALL 

CHAP, tented murmurs ; wliile, from the opening vhr^ 
^ , - -,^ tues of his fucceffor, they fondly conceive the 
moft unbounded hopes of private as 'well as pub-^ 
lie felicity •% 
jr;t?oufy This dangerous popularity foon excited the at- 

tanttn^e. tention of Conftantine, who, both as a father and 
^^' 3*4. ^s a lyng, was impatient of an equal. Inftead of 
attempting to fecure the allegiance of his fon, by 
the generous ties of confidence and gratitude, he 
refolved to prevent the mifchi^fs whict^ might be 
apprehended from diflatisfied ambition, Crifpus 
foon had reafon to complain, that while his infant 
brother Conftantius was fent, with the title of 
Caefar, to reign over his peculiar department of 
the Gallic provinces", he^ a prince of mature 
years, who had performed fuch recent and fignal 
fervices, inflead of being raifed to the fuperior 
rank of Auguftus, was confined almoft a prifoner 
to his father's court ; and expofed, without power 
or defence, to every calumny which the malice of 
his enemies could fuggeft. Under fuch painful 
circumftances, the royal' youth might not always 
be able to compofe his behaviour, or fupprefs his 
difcontent; and we may be aiTured, that he wa^ 

»® Eufeb. Hift. Ecclcfiaft. 1. x. c. 9. Eutropiin (x. 6.) ftylcs bim 
•* cgrcgium virum ;" and Julian (Oral, i.) vcty plainly alludes to 
the expIoitQ of Crifpus in the civil war. See Spanheim* Comment, 
p. 9t. 

" Compare Idatias and the Pafchal Chronicle, with Ammianus 
|1. xiv. c. 5.). The rear in which Conftantius was created Cxfar, 
£^ems to be more accurately fixed by the two chronologifts ; but the 
hidorian who lived in his court, could not be ignorant of the ^ of 
the anniverfary. For the ap^wintment of the new Csfar to tbf 
pvovinces of Gaul, fee Julian, Orat. i. p« la. Godefroy, CbroooU 
l«gum, p. 16. and Blondel de la Primaut^ dc TEglife, p. 1x83/ 

J ^^ (sncompaffed 
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encompafTed by a train of indifcreet or perfidious 
followers^ who ailiduoufly fludied to inflame, and 
who were perhaps inftrufted to betray, the un- 
guarded warmth of his refentment. An edidt of 
Conftantine, publifiied about this time, mani* 
feftly indicates his real or affeded fufpicions, that 
a fecret confpiracy had been formed againft his 
peifon and government. By all the allurements 
of honours and rewards, he invites informers* of 
every degree to accufe without exception his m^ 
giifarates or miniilers, his friends or his moft inti- 
mate favourites, protefting, with a folemn affe- 
veration, that he himfelf will liften to the charge, 
diat he himfelf will revenge his injuries ; and con- 
cluding with a prayer, which difcovers fome ap- 
prehenfion of danger, that the providence of the 
Supreme Being may ftill continue to proted the 
lafety of the emperor and of the empire '*• 

The informers, who complied with fo liberal 
an invitation, were fufEciently verfed in the arts 
of courts to feled the friends and adherents of 
Crifpuft as tke guilty, perfons ; nor is there any 
reafon to diftruft the veracity of the emperor, who 
had promifed an ample meafure of revenge and 
punifhment.' The policy of Conftantine main- 
tained, however, the fame appearances of regard 
and confide^ce towards a fon, whom he began to 
confider as his moil irreconcileable enemy. Me- 
dals were ftruck with the cuftomary vows for the 
long and aufpicious reign of the young Csejfar '' ; 

'» Cod. Thcod. 1. ix. tit. iv. Godefroy fufpcdlcd the fecret mo- 
tives of this law. CommenL torn. iii. p. 9. 
'' Ducangc Fain. Byi^ant. p. aS. Tillemont, torn. iv. p. (10. 

and 
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C H A p« and as the people^ who was not admitted into the 
fecrets of the palace, ftili loved his virtues, and 
refpeded his dignity, a poet who folicits^ his recal 
from exile, adores with equal devotion the ma- 
jefty of the father and that of the fon'\ The 
time was now arrived for celebrating the augufl 
ceremony of the twentieth year of the reign of 
Cmtftantine; and the emperor, for that purpofe, 
removed, his court from Nicomedia to Rome^ 
where the mofl: fplendid preparations had been 
made for his reception. Every eye, and every 
tongue, affeded to exprefs their fenfe of the 
general happinefs, and the veil of ceremony and 
dii&mulation was drawn for a while over the 
darkeft defigns of revenge and murder '^ In the 
' 'inidft of the fefUval, the unfortunate Crifpus was 
apprehended by order of the emperor, who laid 
afide the tendemefs of a father, without aiTuming 
the equity of a judge. The examination was 
rfliort and private '^ } and as it was thought decent 
to conceal the fate of the young prince from the 
eyes of the Roman people, he was fent under a 

U His name was Porpbyrius Optatianus. The date of his pane- 
gyric, written according to the tafte of the age in vile acroftics, is 
fettled by Scaliger ad Eufeb. p. 950. Tilleinont» torn. iv. p. 607. 
and Fabricius Biblioth. Latin« 1. ivi c. x. 

»5 Zofim, 1. ii. p. 103. Godefroy Chronol. Legum, p. aS. 
' «• Aa/iT»| , ttffithout a trialy is the ftrong, and moft probably the 
jail exprefiion of Suidas. The elder ViAor, who wrote under the 
jdcxt reign, fpeaks with becoming caution, *< Natd grandior incer- 
' turn qua causa, patris judicio occidiflet." If we confult the fuc- 
ceeding' writers, Eutropius, the younger Vi^or, Orofms, Jcrom, 
Zofimus, Philoftorgius, and Gregory of Toufs ; their knowledge 
.will appear gradually to increafe, as their meana of information 
muft have diminifhed ; a circumitance which frequently occurs in 
hiftorical diiquifition* 

3. ilrong 
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ftnmg guard to Pola, in Iftria, where, foon after- ^j^{\,^* 
wards, he was put to death, either by the hand of 
the executioner, or by the more gentle operation 
of poifbn'^ The Cselar Licinius, a youth of 
Bmiable' manners, was involved in the ruin of 
Crifpus " ; and the ftem jealoufy of Conftanttne 
was unmoved by the prayers and tears of his fa- 
▼ouiite fiftef, pleading for the life of a fon; 
whofe rank was his only crime, and whofe lofs (he 
did not long furvive. The ftory of thefe unhappy 
princes, the nature and evidence of their guilt, 
the forms of their trial, and the circumflances of 
their death, were buried in myfterious obfcurity; 
and the courtly bifhop, who has celebrated in 
an daborate work the virtues and piety of his hero, 
ohferves a prudent filence on the fubjefl: of thefe 
tragic events '^ Such haughty contempt for the 
o[»nion of mankind, whilft it imprints an inde- 
lible (lain on the memory of Conftantine, muft re- 
mind us of the very different behaviour of one of 

17 AaimianiM ([, »▼. c. II.) ufet the general exprefton of 
ptrempfmm, Codintis (p. 34.) beheads the young prince s but Si* 
domut Apolltnaris (Epiftol. ▼. 8.), for the fake perhaps of an an- 
litbefis to Faufta't warm bath, chooies toadmimfter a draught of 
nld poifon. 

^ Sororls filium, commodsB indolis juvenem. ' Eutropios, x. €, 
May I not be 'permitted to conjediire, that Crifpus had married 
Helenay the daughter of the emperor Licinius^ and that 00 the happf 
deliTery of the princefs» in the year 312, a general pardon w»g 
granted by Conftantine ? See Ducange Fam. Byzant. p. 47* and the 
law (I. ix. tit. xxxvii.) of the Theodofun Code, which has fo much 
cmbarrafled the interpreters. Godefroy, torn. iii. p. ^67. 

9 See the life of Conftantioe» particulaily 1. il. c. 19^ to. Two 
hoodred and fifty yeara afterwards Eyagrius (1. iii. c. 41.) dedu«ad 
from the fikucrefEnfebMi a Tain argument againft the raOitycf 
thefeft. 

thf 
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CHAP, the grcateft monarchs of the prefcnt age* ThW 
%,,,m^r^ Czar Peter, in the full pofleffion of defpotie 
power, fubmitted to the judgment of Rufli^ of 
Europe, and of pofterity; the reafons. which had 
compelled himi to fubfcribe the condemnation of 
a criminal, or at lead of a degenerate, fon ^^ 
The cm- The innocence of Crifpus was fo univerfkUy ac- 
laufta. .knowledged, that the niodem Greeks, who adore 
■the memory of their foimder, are reduced to pal- 
liate the guilt of a parricide, which the conunon 
feelings of human nature forbade them to juftify* 
They pretend, that as foon as the afflided father 
di&overed die. falfehood of the accufation by 
which his credulity had been fo fatally miflod, he 
publiflied to the world his repentance and rembrfe 9 
that he mourned forty, days, during which he Hb^ 
fiained from the ufe of the bath, and all the ordi« 
nary comforts of life^ and that, for the lafting 
initrudion of pofterity, he ereded a golden ilatue 
of Crifpus, with this memorable, infciiption: 
To MY Son, whom 1 unjustly condemned". 
A tale fo moral and fo interefting would defenre to 
be fupported by lefs exceptionable authority ; but 
if we confult the more ancient and authentic 
writers, they will inform us, that the repentance 
of Conftantine was manifefted only in afls of 
blood and revenge; and that he atoned for the 
murder of an innocent foil, by the execution, 

•• HilboiiT dc Pierre Ic Grand, par Voltaire, part ii. c. y. 

a* In drdci- to prove that the ftatue was creAed by Conftantiney 

' and afterwards eoncealed by the malice of the Ariana, Codinus very 

readily creates (p. 34.} two witnefles, Hippolitus, and the younger 

. Herodotus, to wh^fe imas^intry hiftorics be appeals with ttnblQ(&. 

ing confidence. . ■ 

perhaps 
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perhaps^ of a guilty wife. They afcribe tiie ^^(^^^ 
misfortunes of Crifpus to the arts of his fiep« Ci."^*^ 
mother Faufta, whofe implacable hatred, or 
whofe difappointed love, renewed in the palad^ 
of Conftantine the ancient tragedy of Hippolitiis 
and of Fhxdra **• Like the dailghter of Minos', 
the daughter of Maximian adcufed h^r fon-iii- 
law of an inceftilous attempt on the cHaftity cff 
his father's wife; and eafily obtained, from th^ 
jealoufy of the emperor, a fentence of. death 
againft a young prince, whom Ihe cdnfidered with 
reafon as the moft formidable rival of het owft 
children. But Helena, the ^ed mother of Con- 
ftantine, lamented and reVeiiged the untimely fatfe 
of her grandfon Crifpus : nor was it long before 
a real or pretended difcovery was m^de, thstt 
Faufta herl^lf eiitertsdned a criminal coiine^oii 
with a flave belonging to the Imperial ftables *^ 
Her condemnation and |>uniihnient were the ihftant 
confequences of the charge; and the adulterefi 
was fuffocated by the fteam of a bath, whicb^ 
for that purpdfe, had been heated to aii extra* 
ordinary degree **- By fome it will perhaps bt 

thought, 

^ ^fimus (1. ii. p. loj.) may be con(idered as our origiBal. 
1*be ingenuity of tbe ttoderns, aflifted by a few hints from the 
ancients, has illuilrated axld improved his obfcttre and imperfed 
narrative. 

4 Pkiloftorgla;, 1. ii. c. 4. Zofimus (1. ii. p. z64- zz6.) imptttea 
to Conftantine the death of two wives, of the innocent Faufta^ and 
of an adultereis who was the moiher of his three fucceflbrs. A^*- 
cording to jerom, three or four years clapfed between the death of 
Cnfpui and that of Faufta. The elder Vidtor is prudently (lient 

^ If Faufta y^M put to ddath, it is reafonable to beliete that th^ 
private apartments of the palace were the Icene of her executioiL 

Vol. III. t Tbe 
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CHAP, thought, that the remembrance of a conjugal 
\^^s-^-[j union of twenty yrars^ and the honour of their 
cpmmon oflfspring, the deftined heirs of the 
throne, might have foftened the obdurate heart 
of Conftantine j and perfuaded him to fuffer his 
wife, however guilty flie might appear, to ex- 
piate her offences in a folitary prifon. But it 
feems a fuperfluous labour to weigh the pro* 
priety, unlcfs we could afcertain the truth, of this 
fingular event j which is attended with fome cir- 
cumftances of doubt and perplexity. Thofe w^ho 
have attacked, and thofe who have defended, the 
charader of Conftantine, have alike difregarded 
two very remarkable paiTages of two orations pro- 
nounced under the fucceeding reign. The former 
celebrates the virtues, the beauty, and the for- 
tune of the emprefs Faufta, the daughter, wife, 
fifter, and mother of fo many princes ^^ The 
latter afierts, in explicit terms, that the mother 
of the younger Conftantine, who was flain three 
years after his father's death, furvived to weep 
over the fate of her fon ^* Notwithftanding the 
pofitive teftimony of feveral writers of the Pagan 

The orsttor Chryfoftom indulges his fancy by expoiing the naked 
emprefs on a defert mountaiDy to be devoured by v'ild beafts. 

**• Julian. Orat. i. He feems to call her the mother of Crifpus. 
She might affume that title by adoption. At leaft, ihe was not con- 
fidered as his mortal enemy. Julian compares the fortune of Fanfta 
. with that of Paryfatis, the Pcrlian queen. A Roman would have 
more naturally recolleded the fecond Agrippina: 
Et moi, qui fur !e trone ai fuivi mes ancitres: 
Moi, fiUe, fcmme, fceur et mere dc vos maitres. 
*^ Monod. in Conftantin. Jun. c. 4. ad Calcem Eutrop. edit, 
Havercamp. The orator ftyles her the moft divine and pious of 
queens. 
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as well as of the Chriftian religion, there may ^ hap. 
ftfll remain fome reafon to believe, or at leaft to i_, r-^-£ ^ 
fufpedl, that Faufta efcaped the blind and fut 
picious cruelty of her hulband. The deaths of i 
fon, and of a nephew, with the execution of a 
great number of refpeftable, and perhaps innocent 
friends *^, who were involved in their fall, may 
be fufficient, however, to juftify the difcontent of 
the Roman people, and to explain the fatirical 
verfes affixed to the palace-gate, comparing thd 
fplendid and bloody reigns of Conftantine and 
Nero '•. 

By the death of Crifpus, the inheritance of the The fon§ 
empire feemed to devolve on the three fons of phew gf 
Faufta, who have been already mentioned under Conftwi- 
the names of Conftantine, of Conftantius, and of 
Conftans* Thefe young princes were fucceffively 
in\'efted with the title of Csefar ; and the dates of 
their promotion may be referred to the tenths 
the twentieth, and the thirtieth years of the reign 
of their father*'. This condu£i, though it tend- 
ed to multiply the future mafters of the Roman 
trorld, might be excufed by the partiality of pa- 
ternal affedion ; but it is not eafy to underftand 

^ Intcrfecit ii'imerofds artiicos. Eutrop. xx. 6. 

^ Satumi aurea fectila quis requirat i 
Sunt bsec gaatae^t fed Ncroniaoa. 

Sidon. AppoUinar. r;i. 
It U fomewhat fingular^ that thefe fatirical lines ihould be attribut- 
ed, not to an obfctire libeller, or si difappointed patriot, but to 
AbUrinsi prime intntfter and favourite of the cinperon We may 
now perceive that the ixiiprecations of* the Roman peafple were didtat- 
6d by btimanity» as well as by fuperflition. Zofim. 1. ii. p. 105. 

^ Eufeb. Orat. in Conftantin. c. 3. Thefe dates Kre fuificicntif 
correa to juftify the orator. 

l9 th^ 
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the motives of the emperor, when he endangered 
the fafety both of his family and of his people, 
by tlie unneceflary elevation of his two nephews, 
Dalmatius and Hannibalianus. The former was 
raifed, by the title of Csefar, to an equality with 
his coufins. In favour of the latter, Conftantinc 
invented the new and fmgular appellation of 
Nobilijfimus ^^ ; to which he annexed the flattering 
dillin£tion of a robe of purple and gold. But of 
the whole feries of Roman princes in any age of 
the empire, Hannibalianus alone was diftinguifli- 
cd by the title of King ; a name which the fub- 
jedls of Tiberius would have detefted, as the pro- 
fane and cruel infult of capricious tyranny. The 
ufe of fuch a title, even as it appears under the 
reign of Conftantine, is a ftrange and unconneft- 
cd fad, which can fcarcely be admitted on the 
joint authority of Imperial medals and contempo- 
rary writers ''. 

. The whole empire was deeply interefted in the 
education of thefe five youths, the acknowledged 
fucceflbrs of Conftantine. The exercifes of the 
body prepared them for the fatigues of war, and 
the duties of aftive life. Thofe who occafionally 
mention the education or talents of Conftantius, 
^\ovf that he excelled in the gymnaftic arts of 

J« ZoHm. 1. ii. p. 117. Under the predeceflbrs of Conftantine, 
Kobi/fjtmuj was a vague epithet, rather than a legal and determined 
title. 

3» Adftruunt nummi vcteree ac (ingulares. Spanheim dc UAi 
'Numifmat. Differtat. xii. vol. ii. p. 357. Amnnianus fpeaks of 
this Roman king (1. »v. c. i. and ValcfHW ad loc.) The Valcfian 
fragment ftyle« him' King of kings; and the Pafchal Chronicle 
(p. 286.), by employing the word P9>«> acquires the weight of 
T-atin evidence. 

leapinj^ 
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leaping and running j that he was a dexterous CHAi«>. 
archer, a fkilful horfeman, and a mafter of all ^^ ^^Q 
the different weapons ufed in the fervice either of 
the cavalry or of the infantry ^\ The fame afli- 
daous cultivation was beftowed, though not per- 
haps with equal fuccefs, to improve the minds of 
the fons and nephews of Conftantine ". The mod 
celebrated profeffors of the Chriftian faith, of the 
Grecian philofophy, and of the Roman jurif- 
prudence, were invited by the liberality of the 
emperor, who referved for.himfelf the important 
talk of inftrucHng the royal youths in the fcience 
of government, and the knowledge of mankind. 
But the genius of Conftantine himfelf had been 
formed by adverfity and experience. In the free 
intercourfe of private life, and amidft the dangers 
of the court of Galerius, he had learned to com- 
mand his own paffions, to encounter thofe of his 
equals, and to depend for his prefent fafety and 
future .greatnefs on the prudence and firmnefs of 
his perfonal conduft. His deftined fucceffors 
had the misfortune of being bom and educated in 
the Imperial purple. Inceffantly furrounded with 
a train of flatterers, they pafled their youth in the 
enjoyment of luxury and the expectation of a 
throne j nor would the dignity of their rank per- 

3* His dexterity in martial cxercife is celebrated by Julian 
(Orat. i. p. II. Orat. ii. p. sS')f a"d allowed by Ammianus (1. xxi. 
c. 1 6.). 

?i Eufeb. in Vlt. Conftantin, 1. iv. c. 51. Julian. Orat. i. p. 11—16. 
with Spanheim's elaborate Commentary. Libanius, Orat. iii. p. T09. 
Cooftantius ftudied with laudable diligence ; but the didnefs of 
his fancy prevented him from fucceeding in the art of poetry» x>r 
fTcnofrbctgric. 

I 3 mlt 
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P H A p. mit them to defcend from that elevated flation 
from whence the various charaders of human 
nature appear to wear a fmooth and uniform afr 
pefl:. The indulgence of Conftantine admitt€4 
them, at a very tender age, to Ihare the admini- 
"ftration of the empire; and they ftudied the art 
of reigning at tjie expence of the people entrufted 
to their care. The younger Conftantine was ap* 
pointed to hold his court in Gaul ; and his brother 
Conftantius exchanged that department, the an- 
icient patrimony of their father, for the more 
opulent, but lefs martial, countries of the Eaft. 
Jtaly, the Weftcm lUyricum, and Africa, were 
accuftomed to revere Conftans, the third of his 
fpns, as the reprcfentadve of the great Conftanr 
tine. He fixed Dalmatius on the Gothic frontier, 
to which he annexed the government of Thrace, 
Macedonia, and Greece. The city of Caefarea 
was chofen for the rcfidence of Hannibalianus j 
and the provinces of Pontus, Cappadoda, and 
the Lefler Armenia, were deftined to form the 
jBxtent of his new kingdom. For each of thefe 
princes a fuitable eftabliihment was provided. A 
juft proportion of guards, of legions, and of 
auxiliaries, was allotted for their refpeftive digr 
nity and defence. The minifters and generals^, 
who were placed about their perfons, were fuch as 
Conftantine could truft to affift, and even to con- 
trol, thefe youthfid fovereigns in the exercife of 
their delegated power. As they advanced in 
years and experience, the limits of their autho- 
rity were infenfibly enlarged: but the emperor 
iilways referved for himXelf the title of Augtdftus ; 

and 
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and while he ihewed the Cafars to the airoies aad ^JSLftF* 
provinces, he maintained every part of the ezn^e l ^, Jf 
in equal obedience to its fupreme head^\ The 
tranquillity of the laft fourteen years of his reign 
was icarcely interrupted by the contemptible in« 
furredioh of a camel-driver in the ifland of Cy* 
prus ^% or by the aftive part which the policy of 
Conftantine engaged him to aflurne in the wars of 
die Goths and Sarmatians. 

Among the different branches of the human 
race, the Sarmatians form a very remarkable 
(hade ; as they feem to unite the maimers of the 
Afiatic barbarians with the figure and complexion 
of the ancient inhabitants of Europe. According 
to the various accidents of peace and war, of al- 
liance or conqueft, the Sarmatians were fome- 
times confined to the banks of the Tanais ; and 
they fometimes fpread themfelves over the ink- 
menfe plains which lie between the Viftula and 
the "^Ulga '^ The care of their numerous flocks 
and herds, the purfuit of game, and the exercife 
of war, or rather of rapine, directed the vagrant 

H Eufebius (1. IT. c. 51, 52. )> with a defign of exalting the au- 
thority and glory of Conltantlne, affirnsir, that be divided the Ro- 
man empire as a private citizen might have divided his patrimony. 
Uifi diltribution of the provinces may be coUeded from £utrbpiu9« 
the two Vidlors* and the Valefian fragment. 

V CaloceniSy the obfcure leader of this rebellion, pr rather ttt- 
mult, was apprehended and burnt alive in the market-pkce of 
Tarfus, by the vigilance of Dalmatius. See the elder ViAor, the 
Chronicle of Jerom, and the doubtful traditions of Theophanes 
and CedrcDtts. 

^ Cellarius has colleded the opinions of the ancients concerning 
the European and Afiatic Sarmatia i and M. d'Anville has applied 
them to modern geography with the (kill and accuracy which 
always diftinguilb that excellent writer* 

1 4 motions 
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^xvni** motions of the Sannatians. The moveable 
W-v*- ^ ' camps or cities, the c^dinary refidence of their 
mves and children, confifted only of large wag<p 
gons draivn by oxen, and co\sered in the form of 
tents. The military flrength of the nation was 
compofed of cavalry ; and the cuflom of their 
warriors^ to le^ in their hand one or two fpare 
liories, enabled them to advance and to retreat 
^•with a rapid diligence, which furprifed the fecurity^ 
'^and eluded the purihit, of a diitant enemy ^'^. 
Their poverty of iron prompted their rude ine 
duftry to invent a Ibrt of cuirafs, which, was car 
pable of refifting a fword or javelin, though it wa$ 
formed only of horfes hoofs, cut into thin and po.- 
tiihed flices, carefully laid over each other in the 
manner of fcales or featliers, and ftrongly fewed 
upon an under-garment of coarfe linen '*. The 
offeniive arms of the Sarmatians were ihort dag^ 
gcrs, long lances, and a weighty bow with a 
quiver of arrows. They were reduced to the ne- 
ceffity of employing fjfh bones for the points of 
their weapons; but the cuftom of dipping them 
in a venomous liquor, that poifone^ the wounds 
which thpy inflifted, is alone fuificient to prove 
the moft favage manners ; fmce a people imprefF- 
cd with a fenfe of humanity would have abhorred 
ib cruel a prafUce, and a nation {killed in the arts 
of war would have difdained fo impotent a re- 

Tf Ammian. 1. xvii. c. ii. T^heSarinatian horfes wcre.caftratcd, 
to prevent the mifchicvous accidents which might happen from the 
noify and ungovernable paffions of the male?. 

a* Paufanias, J. i. p. 50. edit. Kuhn. That inqiiifitivc traveller 
lad carefully examined a Sarmatian cuirafs, which was prefery^d 
pi the temple of j£fciilapiii$ at Athens. 

Iburct. 
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fource ^. Whenever thefe Barbarians ifiued from 
their deferts in queft of prey, their ihaggy. beards, 
uncombed locks, the furs vdth which they were 
covered from head to foot, and their fierce coun- 
tenances, which feemed to exprefs the innate 
cruelty of their minds, infpired the more ci- 
yilized provincials of Rome with horror and dif* 
jnay. 

The tender Ovid, after a youth fpent in the en- 
joyment of fame and luxury, was condemned to 
an hopelefs exile on the frozen banks of the Da- 
nube, where he was expofed, almoft without de- 
fence, to the fury of thefe monfters of the defert, 
with whoie ftem fpirits he feared that his gentle 
(hade might hereafter be confounded. In his pa- 
thetic, but fometimes unmanly lamentations ^% 
he defcribes, in the moft lively colours, the drefs 
^nd manners, the arms and inroads of the GetaE: 



CHAP- 
XVIII. 



Their fct- 
tlcment 
near the 
Danube. 



39 Afp^cis et mitti fiib aclunco tox'ca fcrro, 
Et telum caufas mortis habere duas. 

Ovid, ex Ponto, 1. iv. ep. 7. vcr. 7. 
See in the Recherches fur hs Americains, torn. ii. p. 236— 171 , a 
very curioa . diflertation on poilbned darts. The venom was com- 
monly extraded from the vegetable reign j but that employed by 
the Scythians appears to have been drawn from the viper, and a 
mixture of human blood. The ufe of poifoned arms, which has 
been fpread over both worlds, never prefcrvcd a favage tribe from 
the arms of a difciplined enemy. 

♦o The nine books of Poetical Epifttes, which Ovid compofed 
during the feven firft years of his melancholy exile, poilefs, bcfides 
^he merit of elegance, a double value. They exhibit a picture of 
the human mind under very fingular circumftances ; and they con- 
tain many curious obfervation>, which no Roman, except Ovid, 
pould have an opportunity of making. Every circuraftance which 
te^ds to illuftrate the hiftory of the Barbarians, has been drawn 
together by the very accurate Count de Buat. Hift. Ancicnnc des 
Pcuplcs dc TEurope, torn. iv. c. xvi. p. 286—317. 

and 
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CHAP, and Sarmatians^ who were affociated for the pur- 
pofes of deftrudlion ; and from the accounts of 
hiftory, there is fome reafon to believe that thefe 
Sarmatians were the Jazygse, one of the moft nu-r 
merous a^d warlike tribes of the nation. The 
allurements of plenty engaged them to feck a per- 
manent eftablifhment on the frontiers of the em- 
pire. Soon after the reign of Auguftus, they obliged 
the Dacians^ who fubfifled by fiihing on the banks; 
of the river Teyfs or Tibifcus, to retire into the 
hilly country, and to abandon to the viftorious 
Sarmatians the fertile plains of the Upper Hun- 
gary, which are bounded by the courfe of the 
Danube and the femi-circular inclofure of the 
Carpathian mountains^'. In this advantageous 
pofition, they watched or fufpended the moment 
of attack, as they were provoked by injuries or 
appeafed by prefents; they gradually acquired 
the ikill of uiing more dangerous weapons; and 
although the Sarmatians did not illuilrate their 
name by any memorable exploits, they occafion- 
ally affifted their eaftem and weftern neighbours, 
the Goths and the Germans, with a formidable 
body of cavalry. They lived under the irregular 
ariftocracy of their chieftains**; but after they 
had received into their bofom the frigitive Van-» 

♦» The Sarmat'ans Jazygae were fettled on the banks of the Pa- 
thiflus or Tibifcus, when Pliny, in the year 79, publiflied his Natu- 
ral Hiftory. See I. iv. c. 25. In the time of Strabo and Ovid, fixty 
or feventy years before, they appear to have inhabited beyond the 
Gctse, along the coaft of the Euxine. 

4^ Principcs Sarmatarum Jazygum penes quos civitatls regimen 
. . . plebem quoque et vim equitum qua fola valent offertbant. 
Tacit. Hift. iit. 5. This offer wis made in the civil war between 
Vitellius and Vefpaflan. 

I dals^ 
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4als, who yielded to the preffure of the Gothic CHAP, 
power, they feem to have chofen a king from ^^.^^ 
^t nation, and from the llluftrious race of the 
Aftingi, who had formerly dwelt on the fhores of - 
the northern ocean **. 

Tliis motive of enmity muft have inflamed the The Go- 
fabjeflts of contention, which perpetually arife on a! dTjj'i. 
die confines of warlike and independent nations. 
The Vandal princes were ftimulated by fear and 
revenge ; the Gothic kings afpired to extend their 
dominion from the Euxine to the frontiers of 
Germany ; and the waters of the Maros, a fmall 
river which fells into the Teyfs, were ftained with 
the blood of the contending Barbarians. After 
fome experience of the fuperior ftrength ajid 
number of their adverfaries, the Sarmatians im- 
plored the proteftion of the Roman monarch, who 
beheld with pleafure the difcord of the nations, 
but who was juftly alarmed by the progrefs 
of the Gothic arms. As foon as Conftantine 
had declared himfelf in favour of the weaker 
party, the haughty Araric, king of the Goths^ in- 
ftead of expefting the attack of the Legions, 
boldly paiTed the Danube, and fpread terror and 
devaftation through the province of Masfia. To 
oppofe the inroad of this deftroying hoft, the aged 
emperor took the field in perfon ; but on this oc* 
cafion either his condufl: or his fortune betrayed 
the glory which he had acquired in fo many fo* 

^) This hypothecs of a Vandal king reigning over Sannatian fub« 
jeds, icems neceHary to reconcile the Goth Jornandes with the 
Greek and Latin hlftorians of Conftantine. It may be obfenred 
that Ifidore^ who lived in Spain under the dominion of the Gotht» 
gives them for enemies, not the Vandals^ biit the Sa^no^tJans. See 
his ChTonkk in GrotiaSi p. 709. 

reign 
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CHAP, reign and domeftic wars. He had the mortifica- 

i^^^^mjj tion of feeing his troops fly before an inconfider- 

able detachment of the Barbarians, who purfued 

them to the edge of their fortified camp, and 

obliged him to confuh his (afety by a precipitate 

and ignominious retreat. The event of a fecond 

find more fuccefsful action retrieved the honour of 

the Roman name ; and the powers of art and dif- 

cipline prevailed, after an obftinate conteft, over 

the- efforts of irregular valour. The broken army 

of the Goths abandoned the field of battle, the 

wafted province, and the paffage of the Danube : 

^nd although the eldeft of the fons of Conftaiitine 

AD. 332, \yaS' permitted to fupply the place of his father, 

Apni 20. jj^^ j^^j.j^ ^£ ^Y^^ viftory, T^hich diffufed univerfal 

joy, was afcribed to the aufpicious counfels of the 
emperor himfelf. 

He contributed at Icaft to improve this advaa- 
t^ge, by his negociations with the free and war- 
like people of Cherfonefus ^, \yhofe capital, fituate 
on the weftern coaft of the Tauric or Crimaean 
peninfula, ftill retamed fome veftiges of a Grecian 
colony, and was governed by a perpetual magi- 
flr^te, aflifted by a council of fenators, emphati- 
cally ftyled the Fathers of the City. The Cher- 

♦4- I may ftand in need of fome apology for having ufed, without 
fcniple, the authority of Conftantine Porphyrogcnitus, in all that 
wHates to the wars and negociat'ons of the Chcrfonitcs. I am awavc 
that he was a Greek of the tenth ccntui7, and that his accounts pf 
ancient hiflory are frequently confufed and fabulous. But on this 
occafion his narrative is, for the moft part, confident and probable ; 
nor js there mucli difficulty in conceiving that an emperor might 
have accefs to ferae fecre^ archives, xvhich had cfcaped the dili- 
gence of meaner hiflorians. For the fUuation and hiftory of Cher- 
fone, fee PeyflTonel des Pcuples barbarcs qui opt habite Ics Bord» 
du Danube, c. xvi. p. 94—90. 

Z fpnit« 
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folates were animated againft the Goths, by the ^jfyfj/*' 
memory of the wars, which, in the preceding cen* 
tury, they had maintained with unequal forces 
againft the invaders of their country. They were 
conneSed with the Romans, by the mutual bene- 
fits of commerce ; as they were fupplied from the 
pro^^inces of Afia with corn and manufafturesr, 
which they purchafed with their only produftions, 
ialt, wax, and hides. Obedient to the requifition 
of Conftantine, they prepared, under the conduft 
of their magiftrate Diogenes, a confiderable army, 
of which the principal ftrength confifted in crofs* 
bows and military chariots. The fpeedy march 
and intrepid attack of the Cherfonites, by divert- 
ing the attention of the Goths, ailifted the opera- 
dons of the Imperial generals. The Groths, van* 
quilhed on every fide, were driven into the moun- 
tains, where, in the courfe of a fevere campaign, 
above an hundred thoufand were computed to have 
perilhed by cold and hunger. Peace was at length 
granted to their humble fupplications ; the eldeft 
fon of Araric was accepted as the moft valu«> 
able hoilage; and Conftantine endeavoured to 
convince thdr chiefs, by a liberal diftribution of 
honours and rewards, how far the friendihip of 
the Romans was preferable to their enmity. In 
the expreilions of his gradtude towards the faith- 
ful Cherfonites, the emperor was flili more mag« 
nificent. The pride of the nation was gratified by 
the fplendid and almoft royal decorations beftowed 
on their magiftrate and his fucceifors. A per- 
petual exemption from all duties was ftipulated 
for their vefiels which traded to the ports of the 
Black Sea, A regular fubfidy was proxnifed, x>f 
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CHAP, iron, com, oil, and of every fupply which could 
y_ ^^^ be ufeful either in peace or war. But it was 
thought that the Sarmatians were fufficiently re-« 
warded by their deliverance from impending ruin } 
and the emperor, perhaps with too ftrift an ceco-* 
nomy, deduded fome part of the expences of the 
war from the cuftomary gratifications which were 
allowed to that turbulent nation, 
Expuifion Exafperated by this apparent negleft, the Sar- 
n:atian», " matiaus foon forgot, with the levity of Barbarians, 
-^•l>-334- ^^ fervices which they had fo lately received, 
and the dangers which flill threatened their fafety. 
Their inroads on the territory of the empire pro- 
voked the indignation of Conftantine^ to leave 
them to their fate, and he no longer oppofed the 
ambition of Geberic, a renowned warrior, who 
had recently afcended the Gothic throne. Wifu^ 
mar, the Vandal king, whiUl alone, and unai&ft- 
ed, he defended his dominions with undaunted 
courage, was vanquiflied and flain in a dediive 
battle, which fwept away the flower of the Sarma* 
tian youth. The remainder of the nation em- 
braced the de^rate expedient of arming ih^ 
flaves, a hardy race of hunters and herdfmen, by 
Ivhofe tumultuary aid, they revenged their defeat, 
and expelled die invader from their confines. 
But they foon difcovered that they had exchanged 
a foreign for a domeftic enemy, more dangerous 
and more implacable. Enraged by their former 
fervitude, elated by their prefent glory, the flaves, 
imder the name of Limigantes, claimed and 
tfurped the pofleffion^of the country which they 
had laved. Their mailers, unable to withftand 
die ungovemed fury of the populace, preferred 

the 
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the hardfiiips of exile, to the tyranny of their fer- chap. 
vants. Some of the fugitive Sarmatians folicited cy^ 
a leTs ignominious dependence, under the hoftik 
ftandard of the Goths. A more numerous band 
redred beyond the Carpathian moimtains, among 
the Quadi, their German allies, and were eafily ad- 
mitted to fliare a fuperfluous wafte of uncultivated 
land. But the far greater part of the diftrefied 
nation turned their eyes towards the fruitful pro- 
vinces of Rome. Imploring the protection and 
forgiyene(s of the emperor, they folemnly promifed, ^ 

as fubjeds in peace, and as foldiers in war, the 
mofl inviolable fidelity to the empire which (hbuld 
gradouily receive them into its bofom. According 
to the maTims adopted by Probus and his fuccef- 
fors, the offers of this Barbarian colony were eagerly 
accepted; and a competent pordon of lands in 
the provinces of Pannonia, Thrace, Macedonia, 
and Italy, wore immediately aifigned for the habi- 
tation and fubfiftence of three hundred thdufand 
Sarmatians ^'. 

By chaftifing the pride of the Goths, and by g^^,^ 
accepting the homage <xf a fuppUant nation, Con^ ConfUn- 

tinc, 

45 The Gothic and Sarmatlan wars are related in fo broken and j^j 'A^^* 
imperfed a manner, that I have been obliged to compare the fol- 
lowing writers^ who mutually fapply, correct, and illuftrate each 
other. Thofe who will take the fame trouble, may acquire a right 
of criticifing my narrative. Amm^anus, 1. xvii. c. la. Anonym. 
Valefian. p. 7x5. Eutropius, x. 7. Sextus Rufus de Provinciis, 
c. a6. , Julian. Qrat i. p. 9. and Spanheim Comment, p. 94. Hie- 
rofflym. in Cbron. Euieb. in ViL Conftantin. 1. iv. c. 6. Socratea^ 
1. i. c« i9. Sozomen, 1. i. c. 9. Zofimus, 1. ii. p. zo8. Jornande* 
de Reb. Oeticis, c. 29. Ifidorua^in Chron. p. 709 } in Hift. Ootho« 
mm GrotiL Conftantin. PorpbyrogcnitBa de Ado^iftfat. Inperii* 
c $j. p. aoi. edit Mcurai. 

ftantin9 
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CHAP, ftantine afferted the majefty of the Roman eiri- 
^^^ pire; and the ambaffadors of Ethiopia, Perfia, 
and the mod remote countries of India, congra- 
tulated the peace and profperity of his govern- 
ment**. If he reckoned, among the favours of 
fortune, the death of his eldeft fon, of his nd- 
phew, and perhaps of his wife, he enjoyed an un- 
interrupted flow of private as well as public feli- 
city, till the thirtieth year of his feign ; a period 
which none of his predeceflbrs, fince Auguftu^, 
.had been permitted to celebrate. Conftantine 
futvived that Iblemn feftival about ten months ; 
and, at the mature age of fixty-four, after a fhort 
illnefs, he ended his memorable life at the palace 
A. D. 337, of Aquyrion, in the fuburbs of Nicomedia, whi* 
May M. ^j^gj, Y^ jj^j retired for the benefit of the air, and 
with the hope of recruiting his exhaufled ftrength 
.by the ufe of the warm baths. The exceflive dtfJ- 
monftrations of grief, or -at leaft of nK)uming^ 
furpaiTed tvhatever had been pra£Ufed on any for- 
mer occaiion. Notwithftanding the claims of 
the fenate and people of ancient Rome, ths corpfe 
cf the deceafed emperor, according to his laft re- 
queft, was tranfported to the city, which was 
deftined to preferve the name and memory of its 
founder. The body of Conftantine, adorned 
with the vain fymbols of greatnefs, the purple and 

4* Eo&bins (in Vit. Conft. 1. it, c. 50.} reftiarks three circunu 
ilances relative to thefe Indians, t^ They came fron the fliores of 
the enl^em ocean $ a defcrrptioit which m7ght be ap|>lied to thd 
coaft of China or Coromandei. a. They prefented fhining gems, 
jiad unknown aniouilft. 3. They protefted their kings had erected 
fiatues to reprefcnt the fttpreme majci^ ef Conftaotint.' 

diadcDV 
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diadon^ Teas depofited on a golden bed in one of ^xviii*' 
the apartments of the palace, -which for that pur^ \_ -,-il/ 
pofe had been fplendidly furnifhed and illuminate 
ed. The fonne of the court were ftriftly main- 
tained. ]£very day, at the appointed houi-s, the 
principal officers of the ftate^ the army, and the 
houiehold, approaching the perfbn of their fove^ 
rdgn vnth bended knees and a compofed counte- 
nance, offered their refpedtful homage as ferioufly 
as if he had been ftill alive. From motives of po- 
iicy^ this theatrical reprefentation was for fomc 
time continued ) nor could flattery neglect the op- 
portunity of remarking that Conftantine alone, by 
the peculiar indulgence of heaven, had reigned 
after his death *^ 

But this reign could fubfift only in empty pa- Fadiionsof 
geantry ; and it was foon difcovered that the will ^ ^ ^^^^^' 
cf the mod abfolute monarch is feldom obeyed^ 
when his fubjeds have no longer any thing to 
hope from his favour, or to dread from his re« 
fentment. The fame minifters and generals who 
bowed with fuch reverential awe before the inani- 
snate corpfe of their deceafed fovereign, were en« 
gaged in fecret confultationS to exclude his two 
nephews, Dalmatius and Haimibalianus, from the 
ibare which he had ailigned them In the fucceifion 
of the empire. We are too imperfedly acquaint** 



47 Fttont Tvlatom in urbem fui nominis, quod fane P. R. egerrime 
ta^ Aurelius Victor. Conftantine had prepared for himfelf a 
txtcly tomb in the church of the Holy Apoftlee* Eufeb. 1. iv. c. icm 
The beftt and indeed almoft the only account of the ficKners^deathy 
and funeral of ConftaatinCy is contained in the fouith book of his 
Vk, by Eafebitts. 

^ Yoi- HI. K ad 



130 THE DECLINE AND FALL 

^xvii?* ^^ ^^^^ ^^^ court of Conftanrine to form any 
judgment of the real motives which influenced the 
leaders of the confpiracy ; unlefs we fhould fup- 
pofe that they were aftuated by a fpirit of jealoufy 
and revenge againft the praefeft Ablavius, a proud 
favourite, who had long direfted the counfels and 
abufed the confidence of the late emperor. The 
arguments by which they folicited the concur- 
rence of the foldiers and people, are of a more 
obvious nature : and they might with decency, as 
well as truth, infift on the fuperior rank of the 
children of Conftantine, the danger of multiply- 
ing the number of fovcreigns, and the impending 
ihifchiefs which threatened the republic, from the 
difcord of fo many rival princes, who were not 
connefted by the tender fympathy of fraternal af- 
fefliion. The intrigue was conduced with zeal 
and fecrecy, till a loud and unanimous declara- 
tion was procured from the troops, that they 
would fufFer none except the fons of their lamented 
monarch, to reign over the Roman empire**. 
The younger Dalmatius, who was united with his 
collateral relations by the ties of friendfliip and 
intereft, is allowed to have inherited a ccnfider- 
able (hare of the abilities of the great Conftantine : 
but, on this occafion, he does not appear to have 
concerted any meafures for fupporring, by amis, 
the juft claims which himfelf and his royal bro- 
ther derived from the liberality of their uncle. 
Aftoniihed and overwhelmed by the tide of po- 

4« Eufebius (1. iv, c. «.) terminates his narrative by this loj .il 
declaration of tlie troops, and avoids all the invidiowdrcumftaiKe* 
of the fubfcquent malikcre. 

pular 
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pular fury, they feem to have remained, without CHAp.. 
tte power of flight or of refiftance, in tlie hands 
of their implacable enemies. Their fete was 
fufpended till the arrival of Conftantius, the fe- 
cond **, and perhaps the moft fevoured, of the fons 
of Conftantine. 

The voice of the dying emperot had recom* Maflacrc 
mended the care of his funeral to the piety of princct. 
Conftantius ; and that prince, by the vicinity of 
his eaftem ftation, could eafily prevent the dili- 
gence of his brothers, who refided in theix' diftant 
government of Italy and Gaul. As fooil as he 
had taken poflfeillon of the palace of Conftanti- 
nople, his firft care was to remove the apprehen* 
fions of his kinimen by a folenm oath, which he 
pledged for their fecurity. His next employment 
was to find fomc fpecious pretence which might 
rdeafe his confcience from the obligation of ka 
imprudent promife. The arts of fraud were 
made fubfervient to the defigns of cruelty ; and a 
manifeft forgery was attefted by a perfon of the 
moft fecred charaden From the hands of the 
bifhop of Nicomedia, Conftantius received a fe* 
tal fcroll, affirmed to be the genuine teftament of 
his father j in which the emperor expreffed his 
fufpicions that he had been poifoned by his bro- 
thers ; and conjured his fons to revenge his deaths 

*9 The charafleroFDalmatius U advantageoufly, though con- 
ci'ely drawn by Eutropius (x. 9). Dalmattus Cdelar profperrima 
indo1c>neque patruo abfimilit^ bauJ multo poft, cpprefluseft fa£Hone 
militari. As both Jerom and the Alexandrian Chronicle mention 
the third year of the Cefarj which did not commence till the xStli 
or 24th of September^ A. D. S37s >t is certain that thefe military 
fadions continued above four months. 

K 2 * und 
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CHAP, and to confiilt their own fafety by the puniihment 



xviri, 



of the giiilty**. Whatever reafons might have 
been alleged by thefe unfortunate princes to de- 
fend their life and honour againft fo incredible an 
accufation, they were filcnced by the furious cla- 
mours of the foldiers, who declared themfelves, at 
once, their enemies, their judges, and their exe- 
cutioners. The fpirit, and even the forms of le- 
gal proceedings were repeatedly violated in a- pro- 
mifcuous maflacre ; which involved the two uncles 
of Conftantius, fevcn of his coufms, of whom Dal- 
matius and Hannibalianus were the moft illuflri- 
ous, the Patrician Optatus, who had married a 
fifter of the late emperor, and the PraefeS Abla- 
▼ius, whofe power and riches had infpired him 
with fome hopes of obtaining the purple. If it 
were neceflary to aggravate the horrors of this 
bloody fcene, we mi^ht add, that Conftantius 
himfelf had efpoufed the daughter of his uncle 
Julius, and that he had beftowed his iiiter in 
marriage on his coufm Hannibalianus. Thefe 
alliances, which the policy of Conftantine, re« 
gardlefs of the public prejudice *', had formed 

between 

' S* I have related this lingular anecdote on the authority of Phu 
roftor^iis, 1. n. c. 1 6. But if fuch a pretext was ever ufed by Con- 
itantine and bis adherents, it was laid afide with contempt, as foon 
as it had ferved their immediate purpofe* Athanafius (tom.i. 
p. 856.} mentions the oath which Conftantius had taken fur the fe- 
fiurity of his kinfmen. 

f> Coniugia fobrinarum din ?gnoreta> tempore add 1 to percrebuiflV* 
Tacit. Annal. xii. 6. and Lipfius ad loc. The repeal of the ancient 
law, and the praAice of five hundred years* were infufiident tm 
eradicate the prejudices of the Romans ; who ft ill conlidered the 
mitrriages of coufins-german* as a fpecies oF impcrfed inceft (Au- 
(uftin de CiviUite Pei^ ^^v. ^.)> ^^ Juiiti) whofe mind was biaiicd 

by 
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between the feveral branches of the Imperial 
lioufe, ferved only to convince mankind, that 
thefe princes were as cold to the endearments of 
conjugal affedion, as they were infenfible to the 
ties of conianguinity, and the moving entreaties 
of youth and innocence. Of fo numerous a fa- 
mily, Gallus and Julian jtlone, the two youngeft 
children of Julius Conftantius, were faved from 
the hands of the affaffins, till their rage, fatiated 
with daughter, had in fome meafure fubiided. 
The emperor Conftantius, who, in the abfence of 
his brothers, was the moft obnoxious to guilt and 
reproach, difcovered, on fome future occafions, 
a feint and traniient rempxfe for thofe cruelties, 
which the perfidious cpundls of his minifters, and 
the irrefiftibte violence of the troops, had extorted 
froui his unexperienced youth ^\ 

The maflacre of the Flavian race was fuccceded 
by a new divifion *of the provinces ; which was 

by fupcrftition and refentment, (Hgmatizes thefe unnatural alliances 
Wt ween hit ovm couGns tirith the opprobrious lepithet of >«^«t « o« 
yttfjun (X)iat vii. p. aaS). The jurifprudence of the capona has 
iiocc revived and enforced this prohibition, without being abje to 
introduce it either into the civil or the common law of Europe. See 
Ml the fubjed of thefe marriages, Taylor's Civil Law, p. 3)T« 
Broucr dc Jure Connub. 1. ii. c i%* Hericourt d^s Loix Ecclefiaf- 
tiques, part iii. c. j. Fleory Inftitutions du Droit Canonique, 
torn. i. p. 33 1. Paris, lyiy* and Fra Paolo Iftoria del Copcilio 
Trident. 1. viii. 

5» Julian (ad S. P. Q^Athen. p. tyop) charges his coufin Con- 
ilantius with the whole guilt of a maflacre, from which he himfelf 
fo narrowly efcaped. His ai&rtion is confirmed by Athanafius, who, 
for reafons of a very different nature, wa« not Icfs an enemy of Cofc- 
•fiantius (tom.i. p.tstf.)- Zofimus joins in the feme accufation* 
Pot the three abbreviators, fiutropius and the Vi<5h)r8, ufc very qua- 
lifying expreifions; «• iinente potius quam jubcntcj" «*iiic€rtun* 
ff tfUQ fwafore j" " yi militum.'* 
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CHAP, ratified in a perfonal interview of the three bro- 
thers. Conftantine, the eldeft of the Caefars, ob- 
tained with a certain pre-eminence of rank, the 
poffeffion of the new capital, which bore his own 
name and that of his father. Thrace, and the 
countries of the eaft, were allotted for the patri- 
mony of Conftantius ; and Conftans was acknow- 
fcdged as the lawful fovereign of Italy^ Africa, 
and the w^ftem lUyricum. The armies fubmitted 
to their hereditary right ; and they condefcended, 
after fome delay, to accept from the Roman fe- 
nate, the title of Augujlus^ When they firft af- 
fumed the reins of government, the eldeft of thefe 
princes was twenty-one, the fecond twenty, and 
the third only feventeen, years of age ". 
Sa^rking While the martial nations of Europe followed 
A,D.3ii. the ftandards of his brothers, Conftantius, at the 
head of the eflfeminate troops of Alia, was left to 
fuftain the weight of the Perfian war. At the 
deceafe of Conftantine, the throne of the eaft wa§ 
filled by Sapor, fon of Hormouz, or Hormifdas, 
and grandfon of Narfes, who, after the viftory 
of Galerius, had humbly confefled the fuperiority 
of the Roman power. Although Sapor was in the 
thirtieth year of his long reign, he was flill in the 
vigour of youth, as the date of his acceflion, by a 
very ftrange fatality, had preceded that of his 
birth. The wife of Hormouz remained pregnant 
at the time of her hulband's death ; and the un- 

5J Eufcb. in Vit. Conftantin. I. iv. c. 69. Zofimus, 1. ii. p, itj, 
Idat. in Chron. See two notes of Tillcmont, Hift. des Empereurs, 
torn. iv. p. X086— 1091. The reign of the eldeft brother at Con- 
(Untinoplc is noticed only in Uie Alexandrian Chronicle. 

certaintjr 
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cmainty of the fex, as well as of the event, ex- ^xvij/' 
died the ambitious hopes of the princes of the 
houfe of Saffan. The apprehenfions of civil war 
were at length removed, by the pofitive affurance 
of the Magi, that the widow of Hormouz had 
conceived, and would fafely produce a fon. Obe- 
dient to the voice of fuperftition, tlie Perfians 
prepared, without delay, the ceremony of his co- 
ronation. A royal bed, on which the queen lay 
in ftate, was exhibited in the midft of the palace ; 
the diadem was placed on the fpot, which might 
be fuppofed to conceal the future heir of Arta- 
zerxes, and the proftrate Satraps adored the mar 
jefty of their invifible and infenfible fovereign^\ 
If any credit can be given to this marvellous tale, 
which feems however to be countenanced by the 
manners of the people, and by the extraordinary 
duration of liis reign, we muft admire not only 
the fortune, but the genius, of Sapor, In the 
foft fequcftered education of a Perfian haram, the 
royal youth could difcover the importance of ex- 
erciling the vigour of his mind and body ; and, 
by bis perfonal merit, deferved a throne, on which 
he had been feated, while he was yet unconfcioug 
of the duties and temptations of abfolute power. 
His minority was expofed to the almoft inevitable 
calamities pf domeftic difcord j his capital > was 

J* Agathias, who lived in the fixth century, is the author of this 
ftory (1. iv. p. 1^5. edit. Louvre). He derived his in.orination from 
fome extracts of the Perfian Chronicles, obtained and tranflated 
by the interpreter Sergius, during his cmbafTy at that court. The 
coronation of the mother of Sapor is likewifj- mentioned by 
ScWkard (Tarikh. p. n6.) and d'Hcrbclot (Bibliothcquc Orien- 
talc,p.763-> ^ ,r y 
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CHAP, furprifed and plundered by Thair, a powerful 
king of Yemen, or Arabia ; and the majefly of 
the royal family was degraded by the captivity oF 
a princefs, the filler of the de^eafed king. But 
as foon jis Sapor attained the age of manhood^ 
the prefumptuous Thair, his nation, and his cpiui- 
try, fell beneath the firft eflfort of the young war-^ 
tior; who ufed his vidlory with fo judicious a 
mixture of rigour and clemency^ that he obtained 
from the fears and gratitude of the Arabs, the 
title of Dhoulacnafj or prptedtor of the nation *'. 

The ambition of the Perflan, to whom his ene- 
mies afcribe the virtues of a foldier and a ftat^f- 
man, was animated by the defire of revenging xht 
difgrace of his fathers, and of wrefting from the 
liand$ of the Romans the five provinces beyond 
the Tigris. The military fame of Conftantine# 
and the real or apparent ftrength of his govern-» 
ment, fufpended the attack ; and while the hoCt 
tile conduft of 3apor provoked the refentment, 
his artful negociations amufipd the patience' of the 
Imperial court. The death of Conftantinc was 
the fignal of war *% and the aftual condition of 
the Syrian and Armenian frontier, feemed to en- 
courage the Perfians by the profpedk of a rich 
fpoil, and an eafy conqueft. The example of the 
jnaffacres of the palace, difiufed a fpirit of liccQ*- 

« D'fferbe1ot,Bibliotheque Oricntaje, p. 764, 
«• ScxtuB Rufua (c. »6.), who on this opcafion ii no contempt- 
ible authority, aflirms, that the Perfianfi fued in Tain for peace, and 
that Conftantinc was preparing to march againft them : yet the fiv 
perior weijfht of the ^cftimony of Eufebius, oWigesusto admit the 
preliminaries, if not the ratification, of the treaty. S^c TiUcmpnt, 
}iift. de8 f mpereurs, torn. iy. p. 42^ 
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doufiiefs and fedition among the troops of the ^^vui' 
ta&^ "who were no longar retrained by their ha« u ■>— J 
bits of obedience to a veteran commander. By 
the prudence of Conftantius, who, from the in- 
terview with his brothers in Pannonia, imme- 
diately haftened to the banks of the Euphrates^ 
the legions were gradually reftored to a fenfe of 
duty and difcipline; but the feafon of anarchy 
had permitted Sapor to form the liege of Nifibis, 
and to occupy feveral of the moft important fort- 
reffes of Mefopotamia". In Armenia, the re- 
nowned Tiridates had long enjoyed the peace and 
glory which he deferved by his valour and fidelity 
to the caufe pf Rome. The firm alliance which 
he maintained with Conflantine, was productive 
of fpiritual as well as of temporal benefits ; by 
the converfion of Tiridates, the charafter of a 
faint was applied to that of a hero, the Chriflian 
Both was ipreached and eftablifhed from the Eu- 
phrates to die fhores of the Cafpian, and Armenia 
was attached to the empire by the double ties of 
policy and of religion. But as many of the Ar- 
menian n6bles fiill refufed to abandon the plu- • 
rality pf their gods and of their wives, the pub- 
lic tranquillity was difturbed by a difcontented 
iadion, which infulted the feeble age of theif 
fovereign, and impatiently expefted the hour of 
his death. He died at length after a reign of j^j).^,, 
fifty-fix years, and the fortune of the Armenian 
monarchy expired with Tiridates. His lawful 
\^ was driven into exile, the Chxiftian priefti 

•7julian.0rat. ].|). »o. 

Wf rf 
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CHAP, were either murdered or expelled from their 
churches, the barbarous tribes of Albania were 
folicited to defcend from their mountains ; and 
two of the moll powerful governors ufurping the 
enfigns or the powers of royalty, implored the 
affiftance of Sapor, and opened the gates of their 
cities to the Perfian garrifons. The Chriftian 
party, under the guidance of the archbifliop of 
Artaxata, the inunediate fucceffor of St. Gregory 
the Illuminator, had recourfe to the piety of Con- 
ftantius. After the troubles had continued about 
three years, Antiochus, one of the officers of the 
houfehold, executed with fuccefs the Imperial 
commillion of reftoring Chofroes, the fon of Ti; 
ridates, to the throne of his fathers, of diftribut- 
ing honors and rewards among the faithful fer- 
vants of the houfe of Arfaces, and of proclaiming 
a general anmefty, which was accepted by the 
greater part of the rebellious Satraps. But the 
Romans derived more honoxir than advantage 
from this revolution. Chofroes was a prince of a 
puny ftature, and a pufiUanimous fpirit. Un^. 
equal to the fatigues of war, averfe to the fociety 
pf mankind, he withdrew from his capital to a re- 
tired palace, which he built on the banks of the river 
Jlleutherus, and in the centre of a fliady grove ; 
where he confumed his vacant hours in the rural 
fports of hunting and hawking. To fecure this 
inglorious* eafe, he fubmitted to the conditions of 
peace which Sapor condefcended to impofc ; the 
payment of an annual tribute, and the reftitution 
of the fertile province of Atropatene, which the 

courage 



OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 139 

courage of Tiridates, and the vidorious arms ^xv^^' 
of Galcrius, had aiuiexed to the Armenian mo- w-^y^ 
narchy '*. 

During the long period of the reign of Con- J^^ ^^^^ 
ftantius, the provinces of the eaft were aiffliOied a.d/ 
by the calamities of the Perfian war. The irre- 337—360. 
gular incnriions of the light troops alternately 
fpread terror and devaftation beyond the Tigris, 
and beyond the Euphrates, from the gate^ of 
Ctefiphon to thofe of Antioch ; and this a£Hve 
fervice was performed by the Arabs of the defert, 
who were divided in their intereft and affeftions ; 
fome of their independent chiefs being enlifted in 
the party of Sapor, whilft others had engaged 
their doubtful fidelity to the emperor^*. The 
more grave and important operations of the war 
were conduced with equal vigour ; and the ari- 
mies o£ Rome and Perfia encountered each other 
in nine bloody fields, in two pf which Conftantius 
4umfelf commanded in perfon*% The event of Battle of 

* Smgara, 

the A.D.34t. 

^ Jalian. Oral. i. p. 20, at. Mo&s of Chorene, 1. ii. c. 89. 
), ill. c. 1—9. p. 126—140. The pcrfeft agreement between 
•the vague hints oF the contemporary orator, and the circumilantial 
jiarraiive of the national hiftorian, gives light to the former, and 
w^eigbt to the latter. For the credit of Mofes it may be likewife 
pbfervcd, that the name of Antiochus is found a few years before 
In a civil office of -inferior dignity. See Godefroy, Cod. Thcod, 
torn. Ti. p. 350, 

» Ammianus(xiv.4.) gives a lively defcription of the wandering 
and predatory life of the Saracens, who flretched from the confines 
of Aflyria to the catara^^ of the Nile. It appears from the adven- 
tures of Malchus, which Jerom has related in fo entertaining a man. 
ner» that the high road between Beraea and Edelfa was iufefted by 
thcfc robbers. See Hteronym. tom. i. p, 236. 

^ We (hall take from £u tropins the general idea ef the war 
(x, 10.). A Perils enlm multa et gravia perpc(rus« faepe captis op« 

pidiSi 
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^xvm^* the day was moft commonly adverfe to the Ro» 
mans, but in the battle of Singara, their impra« 
dent valour had almofl: atchieved a fignal and de« 
cifive vifliory* The ftationary troop* of Singara 
retired on the approach of Sapor, who pafled the 
Tigris orer three bridges, and occupied near th« 
village of Hilleh an advantageous camp, which, 
by the labour of his numerous pioneers, he fur- 
rounded in one day with a deep ditch, and a lofty 
rampart. His formidable hoft, when it was drawn 
out in order of battle, covered the banks of the 
river, the adjacent heights, and the whole extent 
of a plain of above twelve miles, which feparated 
the two armies. Both were alike impatient to 
engage ; but the Barbarians, after a flight refift- 
ance, fled in diforder; unable to refifl:, or de- 
firous to weary, the ftrength of the heavy legions, 
who, fainting with heat and thirft, purfued them 
acrofs the plain, and cut in pieces a line of ca« 
valry, clothed in complete armour, which had 
been pofl:ed before the gates of the camp to pro- 
feft their retreat. Conftantius, who was hurried 
along in the purfuit, attempted, without effe£^, 
to reftrain the ardour of his troops, by reprefent^ 
ing to them the dangers of the approaching nighty 

pidis, obfcflis urbibus, caefis cKcrcitibus, nuITumque ei contra Sa« 
porem profperum prselium fuit, nifi quod apudSingarafn,&c. Thit 
honeft account is confirmed by the hints of Amixiianus, Rufus, and 
Jcrom. The t'jvo firft orations of Julian, and the third oratign of 
Libaniqs, exhibit a more flattering pidlure ; but the recantation of 
both thofe orators, after the death of Conftantius^ while it reftores 
lis to the pofleffion of the tnith« degrades their own charadter, and 
that of the emperor. The commentary of Spanhejm on the firft ora- 
tion of Julian is profufely learned. Seelikewife the judicious obiF 
Jrrv^QAS Qf Hlkmontf Hift, desEmpereurs^ tom.iv. p. 6j;^ 
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and the certamty of completing their fucce^ with ^^^^' 
the return of day. As they depended mudi 
more on their own valour, than on the experience 
or the abilities of thdr chief, they filenced by their 
clamours his timid remonftrances ; and rufhing with 
fiiry to the charge, filled up the ditch, broke 
down the rampart, and difperfed themfelveg 
through the tents to recruit their exhaufled 
ftrength, and to enjoy the rich harveft of their 
labours* But the prudent Sapor had watched the 
moment of viftory. His anny, of which thq 
greata* part, fecurely ported on the heights, ha4 
been fpeflators of the aftion, advanced in filence, 
and under the fliadow of the night ; and his Per- 
fian archers, guided by the illumination of th« 
camp, poured a fliower of arrows on a difarmed 
«nd licentious crowd. The fincerity of hiftory "^' 
declares that the Romans were vanquiihed with a 
dreadful flaughter, and that the flying remnant 
of the legions was expofed to the moft intolerable 
hardfhips. Even the tendemefs of panegyric, 
confefling that the glory of the emperor was ful- 
lied by the difobedience of his foldiers, chufes to 
draw a veil over the circumftances of this melan- 
choly retreat. Yet one of thofe venal orators, fp 
jealous of the fame of Conftantius, relates with 
amazing coolnefs, an zGt of fuch incredible cruelty, 
as, in the judgment of poflerity, muft imprint a 
far deeper ftain on the honour of the Imperial 
name. The fon of Sapor, the heir of his crown, 

* Acerrima Do6larn& concertatione pugnatcixn eft, noftroruiu 
copiis ingcnti ftrage confoflis. Amminn. Xtili. j. See likc\)vil"e Eu- 
Iropiui^ X. zo. and $. Rufus^ c. zj. 

had.. 
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had been made a captive in the Perfian camp» 
The unhappy youth, who might have excited the 
companion of the moft favagc enemy, was fcourg- 
ed, tortured, and publicly executed by the inhu- 
man Romans **. 

Whatever advantages might attend the arms of 
Sapor in the field, though nine repeated viftories 
difFufed among the nations the fame of his valour 
and conduft, he could not hope to fucceed in the 
execution of his defigns, while the fortified towns 
of Mefopotamia, and above all, the ftrong and 
ancient city of Nifibis, remained in the poffef- 
fion of the Romans. In the fpace of tw^elve years, 
Nifibis, which fince the time of Lucullus, had 
been defervedly efteemed the bulwark of the eaft, 
fuftained three memorable fieges againft the power 
of Sapor; and the difappointed monarch, after 
urging his attacks above fixty, eighty, and an 
hundred days, was thrice repulfed with lofs and 
ignominy*'. Tliis large and populous city wag 
fituate about two days journey from the Tigris, 
in the midft of a pleafant and fertile plain ,at the 
foot of mount Mafius. A treble inclofure of 
brick walls was defended by a deep ditch ^ j and 

the 

^^ Libanius, Orat. iii. p. 13). with Julian. Oral. i. p. 1^. and 
Spanheim'ft CommeBtary> p. 179. 

^i Sec Julian. Orar. i. p, %j. Or;^t. ij. p. (i» &c. with the Com* 
mcntarypf Spanheim (p. x88— aot.), who illuftrates the circum- 
ftances, and afcertains the time of the three fieges of Nifibis. Their 
dates are likewife examined by Tillemont (Hifl< dea Empereurs^ 
torn. iv.p. 66S. 671. 674O* Something 18 added from Zofimus, 
1. ill. p. 15 T. and th* Atexandrihe Chronicle, p* 290- 

64 Salluft. Fragment. Ixxxiv. edit. Brofles, and Plut?»f ch -in La* 
cull. torn. iii. p. 184. Nifibis is now reduced to one hundred and 
fifty houfes ; the marfhy lands produce rice, and the fertile meadowt^ 

as 
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the intrepid affiftance of Count Lucilianus, and ^Ji^/** 
his ganifon, was feconded by the defperate cou- 
rage of the people. The citizens of Nifibis were 
animated by the exhortations of their bifhop*% in- 
ured to arms by the prefence of danger, and con- 
vinced of the intentions of Sapor to plant a Per- 
fian colony in their room, and to lead them away 
into diftant and barbarous captivity. The event 
of the two former fieges elated their confidence j 
and eicafperated the haughty fpirit of the Great 
King, who advanced a third time towards Nifi. 
bis, at the head of the united forces of Perfia and 
India. The ordinary machines invented to bat- 
ter or undermine the walls, were rendered inef- 
feciual by the fuperior fldll of the Romans ; and 
many days had vainly elapfed, when Sapor em- 
braced a refolution, worthy of an eaftem monarch, 
who believed that the elements themfelves were 
fubjea to his power. At the ftated feafon of the 
melting of the fnows in Armenia, the river Myg- 
donius, which divides the plain and the city of 
Niiibis, forms, like the Nijie^% an inundation 

as &r aB Moful and the Tigris, are coveted with the niins of towrtf 
and villages. Sec Niebubr, Voyages, torn. ii. p. 30(^-309. 

^ The miracles which Theodorct (1. ii.c. 30.) afcribes toSt.- 
James, bifhop of Edefla, were at leaft performed in a worthy caufe, 
the defence of bis cofimtry. He appeared on the walls under the 
6gure of the Koraan emperor, and fent an army of gnats to fti^g 
the trunks of the elq)hants, and to difcomfit the hoft of the new 
StBscherib. 

«* Julian Orat. i. p. 17. Thongh Niebuhr (torn. ii. p. 307.) al- 
lows a very coiiiiderable fwell to the Jifygdonius, over which he law 
a bridge of Pwetve arches : it is difficult, however, to nnderftand 
this parallel of a trifling rivulet with a mighty river. There are 
many circumftances obfbn^, and almoft tmtntcHigible, in' the de- 
fcriptieB cCthefe ftupendous water-works, 

7 over 
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^xvni^' over the adjacent country. By the Is^ur of tfttf 
Pcrfians, the courfe of the river was ftopt be-f 
low the town, afid the waters were confined on 
every fide by folid mounds of earth. On this arti-> 
ficial lake, a fleet of armed veflels filled with 
ibldiers, and with engines which dUcharged ftones 
of five hundred pounds weight, advanced in order 
of battle, and engaged, aimoft upon a level, 
the troops which defended the ramparts. Th« 
irrefiftible force of the waters was alternately ^tal 
to the contending parties, till at length a p^rtioit 
of the walls, unable to fuftain the accumlilated 
preffure, gave way at once, and expofed an ample 
breach of one hundred and fifty-feet. The Per- 
(ians were inftantly driven to the aifault, and the 
fete of Nifibis depended on the event of the day. 
The heavy-atrmed cavalry, who led the van df a 
deep column, were embarraffed in the mud, and 
great numbers ^ete drowned in the unfeen holes 
which had been filled by the ruftiing waters. The 
elephants, made furious by their wounds, encreaC* 
cd the diforder, and trampled down thoufands of 
the Perfian archers. The Great King, who, from 
zn exalted throne, beheld the misfortunes of his 
arms, founded, with reludant indignation, the 
iignal of the retreat, and fufpended for fome hours 
the profecution of the attack. But the vigilant 
citizens improved the opportunity of the night ; 
and the return of day difcovered a new wall of fix 
feet in height, rifing every moment to fill up the 
interval of the breach. Notwithftanding the dif- 
appointment of his hopes, and the lofs of more 
thw twenty thou£iad mcH) Sapor itill prefled the 
a i:«dudjaa 
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inedu&ion of Nifibis, with an obftinate firmnefs, ^\\l' 
whidi could have yielded only to the neceflity of Wi«v-w 
de£snding the eaftern provinces of Perfia againft 
a formidable invafion of the Maflagetse ^\ Alann« 
ed by this intelligence, he haftily relinquifhed the 
&egCy and marched with rapid diligence from the 
banks of the Tigris to tliofe of the Oxus« The 
danger and difficulties of the Scythian war en« 
gaged him foon afterwards to conclude, or at 
lead to obferve, a truce with the Roman em- 
peror, which was equally grateful to both princes ; 
as Conflandus himfelf, after the deaths of his tv^o 
brothers, was involved, by the revolutions of the 
weft, in a civil contefl:, which required and feemed 
to exceed the moil vigorous exertion of his undi- 
tided ftrength. 

After the partition of the empire^ three years CitiI war, 
had fcarcely elapfed before the fons of Conitan- of Cont 
tine feemed impatient to convince mankind that 5*'d"uo. 
they were incapable of contenting themfelves March. 
with the dominions which they were unqualified 
to goircm. The eldeft of thofe princes foon 
complained, that he was defrauded of his juft 
proportion of the fpoils of their murdered kmf- 
men ; and though he might yield to the fuperior 
guilt and merit of Conftantius, he ezafted from 
Conftans, the ceffion of the African provinces, as 
an equivalent for the. rich countries of Macedo- 
nia and Greece, which his brother had acqmred 

^ Wc arc obliged to Zonaras (tom. ii. 1. xiii. p. n.) for this in- 
vafion of the Maflagetc, which is perfcftly confiftcnt with the ge- 
neral ieries of cveots, to which we are darklr led hy the broken 
biilory of AmqiJaaus. 

Voju. in. L by 
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^'xvLrf' ^^ ^^^ death of Dalmatius. The want of fln- 
cerity, which Conftantine experienced in a te- 
dious and fruitlefs negociation, 'exafperated the 
fiercenefs of his temper; and he eagerly liftened 
to thofe favourites, who fuggefted to him that his 
honour, as well as his interefl, was concerned in 
the profecution of the quarrel. At the head of a 
tumultuary bind, fuited for rapine rather than 
for conqueft, he fuddenly broke into the domi- 
nions of Conftans, by the way of the Julian Alps, 
and the country round Aquileia felt the firft ef- 
fects of his refentment. The meafures of Con- 
ftans, who then refidcd in Dacia, were direfted 
with more prudence and ability* On the news 
of his brother*s invafion,' he detached a felefl: and 
difcipHned body of his lUyrian troops, propofing 
to follow them in perfon, with the remainder of 
his forces. But the conduft of his lieutenants 
foon terminated the unnatural conteft. By the 
artful appearances of flight, Conftantine was be- 
trayed into an ambufcade, which had been con- 
cealed in a wood, where the rafti youth, with a 
few attendants, was fui-prifed, furrounded, and 
ilain« His body, after it had been found in the 
obfcure ftream of the Alfa, obtained the honours 
of an Imperial fepulchre ; but his provinces tranf* 
ferred their allegiance to the conqueror, who, re- 
fufmg to admit his elder brother Conftantius to 
any fhare in thefe new acquifitipns, maintained the 
undifputcd poffeflion of more than two-thirds of the 
Roman empire ^*. 

The 

^^ The caufefl and the events of this civil war Jirc rdatctl with 
mUch perplexity and contradi^Rbn. I have chiefly Yollowed Zo- 

naras, 
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The fate of Coiiftans hhnfelf was delayed about ^^f^^' 
ten years longer, and the revenge of his brother's ^_ ^- _p 
death was referved for the more ignobl^ hand of ^o"nftan8°^ 
a domeftic trsiitor. The pernicious tendency of A.D. 350, 
the fyftem introduced by Conftantine was dif- ^ ^***^^' 
played in the feeble adminiflration of his fonsj 
who, by their vices and weaknefs, foOn loft the 
efleem and affeftions of their people. The pride 
aiTunied hf Conftans, from the unmerited fuccefi 
of his arms, was rendered more contemptible by 
his want of abilities and application. His fond 
partiality towards fome German captives, diftin- 
guiftied only by the charms of youth, was an ob- 
jefik of fcandal to the people ^^ ; and Magnentius j 
an ambitious foldier, who was himfelf of Barbarian 
cxtradion, was encouraged by the public difcon- 
tent to affert the honour of the Roman name^\ 
The chofen bands of Jovians and Herculiansi 
who acknowledged Magnentius as their leader; 
maintained the moft refpedable and important 

naras, and the younger Victor. The monody (ad calcem Eutrop. 
edit. HkveTcampO pronounced on the death of Conftantine, might 
have been very inftrudive ; bht prudence and falfe taftc engaged the 
oraior to involve himfelf in vague declamation. 

^ Qnarum (gentium) obfides pretio quxfitos pueros venufliores, 
quod cultius habuerat, libidliie hujiifniodi arfilTe pro certo habetur. 
Had not the depraved tafte of Cunftane been publicly avov^ed^ the 
elder Vidor, who held a conflderable office in his brother's reign » 
would not have afferted it in fiich pofitive terms. 

70 Jttlian. Orat. i. arid ii. Zofim. 1. ii. p. 134. Viiflof in Epi- 
tome. There is reafon to believe that Magnentius was born in one 
of thofe Barbarian Colonies which ConftanUus Chlorus had eftablifli- 
cd in Gaul (fee this Hiftory, vol. ii. p. 134.)- His behaviour may 
remind us of the patriot carl of Leicefter, the famous Simon de 
Mootforty who could perfuade the good people of England* that 
he, a Frenchman by birth, had taken arms to deliver them from 
fcrdgn favourites. 

L 1 ftation 
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^xvirr*' ^^^" ^^ ^^^ Imperial camp. The fricn4flup of 
Marcellinus, count of the facred largefies, fup- 
plied with a liberal hand the means of fe4u^on« 
The foldiers were convinced by the moit fpecious 
arguments, that the republic fummoned them to 
break the bonds of hereditary fervitude ; and, by 
the choice of an adive and vigilant prince, to re« 
ward the fame virtues which had raifed the an- 
ceflors of the degenerate Cdnllans from a pri* 
vate condition to the throne of the world* As 
foon as the confpiracy was ripe for execution, 
Marcellinus, under the pretence of celebrating 
his fon's birth-day, gave a fplendid entertainment 
to the illujirious and honourable perfons of the court 
of Gaul, which then refided in the city of Autun* 
The intemperance of the feaft was artfully pro* 
traded till a very late hour of the night ; and the 
unfufpeding gueds were tempted to indulge 
themfelves in a dangerous and guilty freedom of 
converfation. On a fuddcn the doors were thrown 
open, and Magnentius, who had retired for a 
few moments, returned into the apartment, in* 
vefted with the diadem and purple. The con- 
fpirators inftantly faluted him with the titles of 
Auguftus and Emperor. The furprife, the ter- 
ror, the intoxication, the ambitious hopes^ and 
the mutual ignorance of the reft of the aflembly, 
prompted them to johi their voices to the general 
acclamation. The guards haftened to take the 
oath of fidelity ; the gates of the town were fllut ; 
and before the dawn of day, Magnentius became 
mailer of the troops and treafur^ of the palace and 
city of Autun. By his fecrecy ^and diligence he 

eotertained 
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eotertained fomc hopes of furprifing the perfon chap. 
of Confians, vho was purfuing in the adjacent fo< 
reft his fkrourhe amufement of hunting, or per- 
haps feme pleafur^s of a more private and cri* 
voiaai nature. The rapid progrefs of fame al- 
lowied him, however, an inftant for flight, though 
the defertion of his foldiers and fubjeds deprived 
him of the power of refiftance. Before he could 
reach a fea-port in Spain, where he intended to 
embark^ he was cvertaketi near Helena^', at the 
foot of the Pyrenees, by a party of light cavalry, 
whofe chief, regardlefs of the fanOity of a temple, 
executed his commiffion by the murder of the fon 
of Conflantine '*. 

As fbon as the death of Conftans had decided Magnen- 
this eafy but important revolution, the example of vetranio 
the court of Autun was imitated by the provinces a^"""«thc 
of the weft. The autliority of Magnentius was 
acknowledged through the whole extent of the 
two great praefedures of Gaul and Italy ; and the 
ufurper prepared, by every z6t of opprefEon, t^ 
collect a treafure, which might difcharge the ob^ 
ligatkm of an immenfe donative, and fupply the 
ea^enp^ of a civil war. The martial cpuntriesi 



Surpie» 
Df 350 
March x. 



7> Tlua andent city had once flooriflied under the name of XI- 
Uberia (I^Elmponiu8 Mela, ii. 5.> The miinificcnce of Conitantinc 
gave it new fplendor^ and his mother's name. Helena (it xa ftWl 
called £lne) became the feat of a bifliop, who long afterwards tranf. 
ferred his refidcnce to Pei^pignan, the capital of modem RoufiUon. 
See d^Anvilk Notice de TAncifmne Oauje, p. 3S0. Longueru^ 
Defcription ^ la France, p. i»}. and the Marca UifpaniGa, 1. i, 
c.i. 



7» Zofimus, 1. ii. p. 1x9, no. 
agd the Abbreriaton* 



2onaras, torn. ii. 1. spUi. p. 13* 
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c ^^ A. p. of Illyricum, from the Danube to the extremity 
Ur-^^ of Greece, had long obeyed the government of 
Vetranio, an aged general, beloved for the fim- 
plicity of his manners, and who had acquired 
fome reputation, by his experience and fervices in 
war ^'. Attached by habit, by duty, and by gra- 
titude, to the houfe of Conftantine, he imme- 
diately gave the firongeft affurances to the only 
furviving fon of his late mafter, that he would 
expofe, with unihaken fidelity, his perfon and his 
troops, to inflidt a juft revenge on the traitors of 
Gaul. But the legions of Vetranio were feduced 
rather than provoked by the example of rebel- 
lion ; their leader foon betrayed a want of firmnefs., 
or a want of fmcerity ; and his ambition de- 
rived a fpecious pretence from the approbation 
of the princefs Conftantina. That cruel and 
afpiring woman, who had obtained from the. great 
Conftantine her father the rank of Augujia^ placed 
the diadem with her own hands on the head of the 
Illyrian general ; and feemed to expe£b from his 
victory, the accomplifhment of thofe unbounded 
hopes, of which fhe had been difappointed by the 
death of her hufband Hannibalianus. . Perhaps it 
was without the confent of Conftantina, that the 
new emperor formed a neceflary, though dilho- 
nourable, alliance with the ufurper of the weft, 



7J Eutropius (x. 10.) dcfcribes Vetranio with more temper, and 
probably with more truth, than either of the two Vidtors. Vetranio 
was born of obfcure parents in the wildeft parts of Maeiia ; and fo 
much had his education been negk^ed, that, after his elevation, he 
ftudied the alphabet, 

whofe 
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whofc puiple was fo recently ftained with her c h a p. 
brother's blood '\ t^t^^ 

The intelligence of thefe important events, Conftan- 
which fo deeply afiFeded the honour and fafety of fufesTo 
the Imperial houfe, recalled the arms of Conftan- *^<^^t. 
tills from the inglorious profecution of the Perlian '^' ^^°' 
war. He recommended the care of the eaft to 
his lieutenants, and afterwards to his coufin Cal- 
lus, whom he raifed from a prifon to a throne; 
and marched towards Europe, with a mind agi- 
tated by the conflift of hope and fear, of grief 
and indignation. On his arrival at Heraclea in 
Thrace, the emperor gave audience to the am- 
bafiadors of Magnentius and Vetranio. The firft 
author of the confpiracy, MarcelHnus, who in 
fome meafure had bellowed the purple on his 
new mafter, boldly accepted this dangerous com- 
miilion ; and his three colleagues were felefted 
from the illuftrious perfonages of ^the (late and 
army. Thefe deputies were inflruSed to foothq 
the refentment, and to alarm the fears, of Con- 
ftantius. They were empowered to oflfer him 
the friendfhip and alliance of the weftem princes, 
to cement their union by a double marriage; of 
Conilantius with the daughter of Magnentius, 
and of Magnentius himfelf with the ambitious 
Conftantina; and to acknowledge in the treaty 
the pre-eminence of rank, which might juftly be 
claimed by the emperor of the eaft. Should pride 
and miftaken piety urge him to refufe thefe equi- 

74 The doubtful, fludliiating condndl of Vetranio is defcrib^d \)y 
Julian in hiB iirft oraflon, and accurately explained by Spanbeim, 
who dHcufles the iituatign and behaviour of Cooftantina. 

L 4 table 
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^xviir*' ^^^ conditions, the ajnbafladors were ordired 
\_ -^ 1» to expatiate on the inevitable ruin which muft at^ 
tend his raihnefs, if he ventured to provoloe the 
fovereigns of the weft to e^ert their fuperior 
ftrength ; and to employ againft him that valour, 
thofe abilities, and thofe legions, to which the 
houfe of Conftantiue had been indebted for fo 
many triumphs. Such propofitions and fuch ar* 
guments appeared to deferve the moft ferious at- 
tention; the anfwer of Conftantius was deferred 
till the next day ; and as he had reflefbed on the 
importance of juftifying a civil war in the opinion 
of the people, he thus addrefled his council, v^o 
liftened with real or aflfeded credulity ; *' Laft 
« night," faid he, " after I retired to reft, the 
*' fliade of th^ great Conftantine, embracing th^ 
** corpfe of my murdered brother, rofe before my 
** eyes; his well-known voice awakened me rq 
^^ revenge, forbad me to defpair of the republic, 
^^ and aifured me of the fuccefs and immortal 
** glory which would crown the juftice of my 
♦* arms." The authority of fuch a vifion, or ra^ 
ther of the prince who alleged it, filenced every 
doubt, and excluded all negociation. The igno- 
minious terms of peace were rejeded with difdain. 
One of the ambafTadors of the tyrant was dif^ 
jniiTed with the haughty anfwer Qf Conftantius; 
his colleagues, as unworthy of the privileges of 
the law of nations, were put in irons ; and the 
contending powers prepared to wage an impl^ir 
cable vrar". 

7i See Peter the Patridae, in tlic Bxcopta Lqpt^i^iD, p. s;. 

Such 
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Sadi was the condud, and fuch pA^hapt was chap. 
die duty, of the brother of Conftans towards the ^™"j 
perfidious ufiirper of Gaul. The fituation and ^^p^^* 
chaia^ter of Vetranio admitted of milder me^* Jl^^q^ 
fiirds ; and the* poliqr of the eaftem emperor was ^^ *^' 
direfied to difunite his antagonift, and to fepa« 
rate the forces of Illyricum from the caufe of re« 
bcHion. It was an eaiy taik to decdve the frank-^ 
nefs aod iknplicity of Vetnmio, who, fluduating 
fome tone between die oppc^te views of honour 
and intereft, dj^layed to the world the infincerity 
of his temper, and was infenfibly engaged in the 
&ares of an artful negociation* Conftantius ac- 
knowledged him as a legitimate and equal col- 
league in the empire, on condition that he would 
icnoimee his difgraceful alliance with Magnen* 
tiusy and appomt a place of interview on the fron« 
tiers of thdr reQ>edive provinces; where they 
might pledge their fiiendihip by mutual vows of 
fidelity, and regulate by common confent the fu- 
ture operations of the civil war. In confequence 
of this agreement, Vetranio advanced to the city 
of Sardica^% at the head of twenty thoufand 
horGs, and of a more numerous body of iniantry ; 
a power fo br fuperior to. the forces of Conftan- 
tius, that the Dlyrian emperor appeared to com- 
mand the life and fortunes of his rival, who, de- 
pending on the fuccefs of his private negocia- 
tions, had feducec} the troops, and undermined 



^ Zonaras, torn. ii. ). ziii. p. i6. The pofition of Sardica, i 
the modern city of Soplua» appears better futted to this interview 
than the fituation of either NaiiTus or Sirmiifmi irhcre it is placed 
^ |proxD^ Socrates, and SQZO|nen, 

the 
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CHAP, the throne, ofVetranio. The chiefs, who had 

XVlIi . 

fecretly embraced the party of Conftantius, pre- 
pared in his favour a public fpe&acle, calculated 
to difcover and inflame the paflions of the multi- 
tude '\ The united armies were commanded to 
aflemble in a large plain near the city. In the 
centre, according to the rules of ancient difci- 
pline, a military tribunal, or rather fcaffold, was 
creftcd, from whence the emperors were accuf- 
tomed, on folemn and important occafions, to 
harangue the troops. The well-ordered ranks of 
Romans and Barbarians, with drawn fwords, or 
with erefl^ed fpears, the fquadrons of cavalry, and 
the cohorts of infantry, diftinguiihed by the va- 
riety ©f their arms and enfigns, formed an im- 
xnenfe circle round the tribunal ; and the atten- 
tive filence which they preferved was fometimes 
interrupted by loud burfts of clamour or of ap- 
plaufe. In the prefence of this formidable aflem- 
bly, the two emperors were called upon to explain 
the fituation of public aflfairs : the precedency of 
rank was yielded to the royal birth of Conftantius ; 
and though he was indifferently {killed in the arts 
of rhetoric, he acquitted himfelf, under thcfe 
diflicult circumftances, with firmnefs, dexterity, 
and eloquence. The firfl part of his oration 
feemed to be pointed only againft the tyrant of 
Gaul ; but while he tragically lamented the cruel 
murder of Conftans, he inhnuated, that none, 
except a brother, could claim a right to the fuc- 

'7 Sec the two firft orations of Julian, particularly p. 31.; and 
Zofimus, 1. ii. p. 122. The diftinA narrative of the hiilorian fervcs 
to illuftrate the diffufe^ but vague, defcriptions of the orator. 

4 ceilion 
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peffion of his brother. He difplayed, with fome ^iyfjf • 
complacency, the glories of his Imperial race ; 
aad recalled to the memory of the troops, the 
yalour, the triumphs, the liberality of the great 
Conflantine, to whofe fons they had engaged their 
allegiance by an oath of fidelity, which the ingra- 
titude of his mqft fc^voured fervants had tempted 
them to violate. The officers, who furrounded the 
tribunal, and were inftru&ed tq a£t their parts in 
this extraordinary fcene, confefled the irrefiftibl^ 
power of reafon and eloquence, by (fluting the 
emperor Conftantius as their lawful fovereign. 
The contagion of loyalty and repentance was 
communicated from rank to rank; till the plain 
of Sardica reibimded with the univerfal acclama-i 
pon of ** Away \nth thefe upftart ufurpers ! Long 
" life and viflory to the fon of Conflantine ! Un- 
^^ der his banners alone we will fight ^4 ^^^* 
*' quer/* The fhout of thoufands^ their me* 
nacing geftures, the fierce clafhing of their arms, 
aflonifhed and fubdued the courage of Vetranio, 
who flood, amidfl the defedion of his followers^ 
in anxious and filent fufpence. Inflead of em* 
bracing the laft refuge pf generous defpair, he 
tamely fubmitted to his fate ; and taking the dia- 
dem from his head, in the view of both armies, 
fell proflrate at the feet of his conqueror. Con- 
ftantius ufed his vidory with prudence and mo- 
deration; and raifing from the ground the aged 
fuppliant, whom he affefted to flyle by the en- 
dearing name of Father, he gave him his hand to 
^efcend from the throne. The city of Prufa was 
ciffigned for the exile or retirement of the abdi- 
cated 
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CHAP, pitted monarchf who lived fix years in thecnjoy- 
^ ment of eafe ^d affluence. He often exprdTed 

his grateful fenfe of the goodnefs of Conftantius, 
and, with a very amiable fimplicity, adviied his 
benefa&or to refign the fceptre of the world, and 
to feek for content (where alone it could be found) 
in the peaceful obfcurity of ^ private condi* 
tion^*. , 

Maicefwar The ^ehaviour of Conftantius on this mcmo- 
Magiien. fable occafion ytras celebrated with fome appear* 
*|"*j J ance of juftice ; and his courtiers compared the 
ftudied orations which a Pericles or a Demof- 
thenes addreifed to the populace of Athens, with 
the vi6:orious eloquence which bad perfuadec} to 
armed multitude to defert and depofe the obje£l 
of their partial choice ^^ The. approaching con- 
teft with Magnentitts was of {i more ferious and 
bloody kind, The tyrant advanced by rapid 
marc|ies to encounter Conftantius, at the head of 
a numerous army, (ompofed of Gau|s and Spa- 
niards^ pf Franks and Saxons; of thofe pro- 
vincials who fupp)ied the ftrength of the legions^ 
and of thofe barbarians who were dreaded as the 
|noft formidable enemi^ of the republic* 'Piq 

P The younger yiaof affignt to his c»le ^ba empbatical appc1-> 
lation of ^* yoluptarium otium." Socrates {1, ii. c. aS.) is th^ 
Toucher for the correfpondence with the emperor, which would 
fccm to prove, that Vetranip wae^ indeed, prope ad ftultitiam fim* 
pliciiliinus. 

90 Eum Conftantius facundisi ti d<geduin Imperlo iq 

privatum otium rcmovit. Quae gloria poft natum Imperium foli 
fyroceffit eloquio c1ementt&que» &c. Aurelina Vidor, Julian, and 
Themifttus (Orat. iti. and iv.)> adorn this exploit with all the arti* 
fioiid and e«ud y colouring of tlieir rhetoric. 
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fertile plains •"* of the Lower Pannonia, between ^Jl^f • 
the Drave, the Save, and the Danube, prefented 
a fpacious theatre} and the operations of the 
civil war were protraded during the fummer 
months by the ikill or timidity of the combat- 
ants*'. Conilantius had declared his intention 
of deciding the quarrel in the fields of Cibalis, a 
name that would animate his troops by the re^ 
membrance of the vidory which, on the fame 
aufpicious ground, had been obtained by the arms 
of his father Conilantine. Yet, by the impreg* 
nable fortifications with which the emperor en- 
compafTed his camp, he appeared to decline, ra« 
ther than to invite, a general engagement. It 
was the objed of Magnentius to tempt or to 
compel his adverfary to relinquifli this advanta* 
geous pofition ; and he employed, with that view, 
the various marches, evolutions, and ftratagems, 
which the knowledge of the art of war could fug« 
gefl to an experienced ofHcer. He carried by af* 
fault the important town of Sifcia; made an at- 
tack on the city of Sirmium, which lay in the 
rear of the Imperial camp ; attempted to force a 
pafiage over the Save into the eaflem provinces of 

*> Bufbequius (p. iit.) trgrerfed the Lower Hungary and Scla- 
▼onta at a time when they were reduced alnioft to a de^it» by the 
redprocal hoftilities of the Turks and Chrifttans. Ytrt he mentions 
with admiration the unconquerabir ftrrtility of the foil i and obfervet 
that the height of the grafi was fuflictent to conceal a loaded wag- 
gon from hts fight. See likawiie Browne'^ Travels, in Hariis^s 
Colledion, vol. ii. p. 762} &€• 

» Zofimus gives a very large account of the war, and the nego* 
ctation (I. it. p» 113— 13a). But as he ncHher ihews himfelf a fol. 
dier nor a politician, his narrative msft be weighed with attention, 
and received with caution. 

2 lUyricum ; 
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CHAP. Illyricum ; and cut in piecei a numerous detach- 

XV III 

* ment, which he had alltired into the narrow paffei 
of Adamc. During the greater part of the fum- 
mer, the tyrant of Gaul fhewed himfelf maftei* 
of the field* The troops of Conftantius were ha- 
raffed and difpirited ; his reputation declined iri 
the eye of the world ; and his pride condefcended 
to folicit a treaty of peace, which would have re- 
figned to the aflaflin of Conftans the fovereignty 
of the provinces beyond the Alps. Thefe offers 
were enforced by the eloquence of Philip the Im- 
perial ambaifador; and the council as well as 
the army of Magnentius were difpofed to accept 
them. But the haughty ufurper, carelefs of the 
remonftrances of his friends, gave orders that 
Philip (hould be detained as a captive, or at leafl 
as a hoftage ; while he difpatched an officer to re- 
proach Conftantius with the weaknefs of his reigri^ 
and to infult him by the promife of a pardon, if 
he would inftantly abdicate the purple. *' That 
" he (hould confide in the juftice of his caufe, 
** and the protection of an avenging Deity,** was 
the only anfwer which honour permitted the em- 
peror to return. But he was fo fenfible of the 
difficulties of his fituation, that he no longer 
dared to retaliate the indignity which had been 
offered to his reprefentative. The negociation 
of Philip' was not, however, ineffeSual, fince he 
determined Sylvanus the Frank, a general of 
merit and reputation, to defert with a confider- 
able body of cavalry, a few days before the battle 
of Murfk. 
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The city of Murfa, or Effek, celebrated In mo- chap. 
dem times for a bridge of boats five miles in . _^_ 'ji 
length, over the river Drave, and the adjacent ?J"'5°^ 
morafles '% has been always confidered as a place A. D. 351, 
of importance in the wars of Hungary. Mag- ^^P^-*^- 
nentius direding his march towards Murfa, fet 
fire to the gates, and, by a fudden affault, had 
almoft fcaled the walls of the town. The vigi- 
lance of the garrifon extinguifhed the flames ; the 
approach of Conftantius left him no time to con- 
tinue the operations of the fiege ; and the em- 
peror foon removed the only obftacle that could 
embarrafs his motions, by forcing a body of troops 
which had taken poft in an adjoining amphi- 
theatre. The field of battle round Murfa was a 
naked and level plain : on this ground the army 
of Gonftantius formed, with the Drave on their 
right ; while their left, either from the nature of 
their difpofition, or fi-om the fuperiority of their 
cavalry, extended far beyond the right flank of 
Magncntius *'. The troops on both fides re- 
mained under arms in anxious expeftation during 
the greatcfl: part of the morning ; and the fon of 
Ck)nftantine, after animating his foldiers by an 
eloquent fpcech, retired into a church at fome 
diflance from the field of battle, and committed 



** This remarkable bridge, which is flanked with towers, and 
fiipportcd on large womlen piles, was conftnifted, A. D. 1566, by- 
Sultan Soliman, to facilitate the march of his armies into Hungary. 
Sec BrowQC*8 Travels, and Bufching's Sjrftcm of Geographjr, voj. ii. 
p. 90. 

^ This poiition, and the fubfequent evolutions, arc clearly, 
though concifcly, dcfcribed by Julian, Orat. i. p. 56. 

to 
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CHAP. iQ hij generab the condud of this dcdfive day *** 
\_^^ If They deferved his confidence by the valour and 
military (kill vhich they exerted* l^ey wifely 
* began the adion upon the left j and advancing 
their whole wing of cavalry in an oblique line, 
they fuddenly wheeled it on the right flank of the 
enemy, which was un|irepared to refill the im- 
petucrhty of their charge. But the Romans of 
the Weft foon rallied, by the habits of difdpline } 
and the Barbarians of Germany fupported the re- 
nown of their national bravery« The en^ige* 
ment foon became general ; was maintained with 
various and lingular turns of fortune ; and fcarcely 
ended. with the darknefs of the night. The fig« 
nal victory which Conftantius obtained is attri« 
buted to the arms of his cavalry. His cuiraiiiers 
are defcribed as fo many mafly ftatues of fteel, 
glittering with their fcaly armour, and breaking 
with their ponderous lances the firm array of the 
Gallic legions. As foon as the legions gave way^ 
the lighter and more active fquadrons of the fe« 
cond line rode fword in hand into the intervals, 
and completed the diforder. In the mean while^ 
the huge bodies of the Germans were expoficd al* 
mofl naked to the dexterity of the oriental archers ; 
and whole troops of thofe Barbarians were urged 

•♦ Sulpiciui Severnt, L ii. p. 405. The eoiperor pafled the dny in 
prayer with Valens* Uie Arian biihop of Maria, who gained his con* 
Ikdence by announdng the fucters of the battle. M. de Tillemoiit 
(Hift. det Emfereurs, torn. it. p. mo.) very properiy remarks the 
filence of Julian with regard to the perfonal prowefs of Conftantius 
in the battle of Murfa. The filence of flattery is idi^etimes eqttd 
%9 tht oiflft pofitttc aad authealic evidence. 
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by anguHh and defpair to precipitate thenrfehrcs ^xvn/** 
into the broad and rapid ftteam of the Drave'^ ^■^v*-^ 
The number of the flain was computed at fift^'* 
four thoufand men, and the flaughtet of the con* 
querors was more confiderable than that of the 
vanquilhed •* ; a circumftance which proves the 
obftinacy of the conteft, and juftifies the obfer-> 
vation of an ancient writer, that the forces of the 
empire were confumed in the fatal battle of ' 
Murfa, by the lofs of a veteran army, fufEcient 
to defend the frontiers, or to add new triumphs 
to the glory of Rame*^ Notwithftanding the 
InveSives of a fervile orator, there is not the 
lead: reaibn to believe that the tyrant deierted hia 
own ftandard in the beginning of the engage** 
ment* He feems to have difplayed the virtues of 
a general and of a foldier till the day was irreco- 
verably loft, and his camp in the poffeffion of Ae 
enemy. Magnentius then confulted bis fafety, 

•5 Julian^ Orat. i. p. 36, 37.5 and Orat. ii. p. 59, Co, 2c>ai- 
ras, torn. ii. I. adii. p. 17. ZofiniU5» L ii. p. 130— 133. The laft 
of thefc cdcbratcs the cittftcrity of the archer Menelaus, who could 
difclargc three arrows at the fame t'rme ; an advantage which, ac- 
cording to his apprehenlion of military atfairs, materialiy contri« 
bu ed to the viAory of Conftantius. 

•• According to Zonaras, Conftantiu<?, out of 8o,03o men, loft 
50,000$ and Magnentiivs loft i4»ooo out of 36,000. The other 
articles of this account feem prohabk and authentic, but the Bum- 
bers of the tyrants army miift have been miftaken, either byth€ 
atrthor or his tranfcribcrs. Magnentius had collefted the whole 
force of the Weft, Romans and Barbarians, into one formidable 
body, which cannot fairly be eftimaUd at lefs than 100,000 men. 
Julian, Orat. i. p. i4,$S- 

» Ittgentes R. I. yires ea dimicatione confumptee funt, ad qus. 
Ubet beUa externa idoncse, quae multum triumphorum poCTent ftcu- 
riutif<|«e confetK. Entropius, x. 13, The younger Viiftor eac- 
preflea hiokfelf to the lame cffca. 

Vofc.ni. M and 
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XVIII. 



Conqiieft 
of Italy, 
A.D. 35». 



and throwing away the Imperial ornaments, e- 
fcaped with fome difficulty from the purfuit of the 
light horfe, who inceflantly followed his rapid 
flight from the banks of the Drave to the foot of 
the Julian Alps ". 

The approach of winter fupplied the indolence 
of Conitantius with fpecious r^ons for deferring 
the profecution of the war till the enfuing fpring. 
Magnentius had fixed his refidence in the city gE 
Aquileia, and ihewed a Teeming refolution to 
difpute the paflage of the mountains and morafles 
which fortified the confines of the Venetian pro- 
vince. The furprifal of a caftle in the Alps by . 
the fecret march of the Impprialifts, could fcarcely 
have determined him to relinquiih the pofleifion 
of Italy, if the inclinations of the people had fup* 
ported the caufe of their tyrant •^ But the me- 
mory of the cruelties exercifed by his minifters, 
after the unfuccefsful revolt of Nepotian, had left 
a deep impreffion of horror and refentment on the 
minds of the Romans. That rafli youth, the fon 
of the princefs Eutropia, and the nephew of Con- 
flantine, had feen witli indignation the fceptre of 
the Weft ufurped by a perfidious barbarian. 

^ On this occaiion, we muft prefer the unfufpeded tcftimony of 
Zoiimus and Zonaras to the flattering aflertions of Julian. The 
younger Vidor paints the character of Magnentiu*- in a lingular 
lights ** Sermonis acer, animi tumidi, et immodic^ timidus; 
artifex tamen ad occultandam audacise fpecie formidineno.'* Is it 
moft likely that in the battle of Murfa hiy behaviour was governed 
by nature or by art ^ I fbould incline for the latter. 

^ Julian. Orat. i. p. 3S, 59. In that place, however, as well 
as in Oration ii. p. 97, he infinuates the general difpoiition of the 
fcnate, the people, and the foldiers of ICaly^ towards the patty of 
the emperor. 

9 Arming 
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Arming a defperate troop of flaves and gladiators, CHAP, 
he overpowered the feeble guard of the domeftic 'Ur^-i^ 
tranquillity of Rome, received the homage of the 
fcnate, and affuming the title of Auguftus, pre- 
cai^oufly reigned during a tumult of twenty -eight 
days. The march of fome regular forces "put an 
end to his ambitious hopes : the rebellion was ex- 
tinguifhed in the blood of Nepotian, of his mo- 
ther Eutropia, and of his adherents ; and the pro- 
fcription was extended to all who had contracted 
a fatal alliance with the name and family of Con« 
flantine '"• But as foon as Conftantius, after the 
battle of Murfa, became mafter of the fea-coaft 
of Dahnatia, a band of noble exiles, who had ven« 
tured to equip a fleet in fome harbour of the Ha- 
driatic, fought protection and revenge in his vic- 
torious camp. By their fecret intelligence with 
their countrymen, Rome and the Italian cities 
were perfuaded to difplay the banners of Conftan- 
tius on their walls. The grateful veterans, en- 
riched by the liberality of the farther, fignalized 
their gratitude and loyalty to the fon. The ca- 
valry, the legions, and the auxiliaries of Italy, 
renewed their oath of allegiance to Conftantius ; 
and the ufurper, alarmed by the general defer- 
tion, was compelled, with the remains of his 
fiuthful troops, to retire beyond the Alps into the 

9^ The elder Vi^or dcfcribes in a pathetic manner the miferable 
condition of Rome: '< Cujus ftolidum ingerrum adeo P. R. patrU 
bufque extlio fuit, uti padim domus> fora, viae, templaqtie, cruore, 
cadaveribafqiie opplerentur buftorum modo/* Athanaiius (torn. i. 
p. 677.) deplores the fate of feveral illuftrious viiStima, and Juliao 
(Orat.ii. p. 5 S.) execrates the cruelty of Marccllinus, the impla- 
cable enemy of the houfe of Conttantine. 

M 2 provinces 
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^xvnr* P^^^°^^^ ^^ Gaul. The detachments, howevct, 
c^iv--^ ivhich were ordered either to prefs or to intercept 
the flight of Magnentius, conducted themfelves 
with the ufual imprudence of fucceft ; and allowed 
him, in the plains of Pavia, an opportunity of turn- 
ing on his pnrfuers, and of gratifying his defpair 
by the carnage of a ufeiefs viftory •*. 
^^d d^^^h^ The pride of Magnentius was reduced, by re- 
of Mag- peated misfortunes, to fue, and to fue in vain, for 
a.d"353, P«*ce. He firfl difpatched a fenator, in whofe 
Auguftio. abilities he confided, and afterwards feveral bi- 
ihops, whofe holy character might obtain a more 
favourable audience, with the oflFer of refigning 
the purple, and the promife of devoting the re- 
mainder of his life to the fervice of the emperor. 
But Conftantius, though he granted fair terms of 
pardon and reconciliation to all who abandoned 
the ftandard of rebellion '% avowed his inflexible 
refolution to infli£k a juft punifhment on the crimes 
of an afTaffin, whom he prepared xo overwhelm 
on every fide by the effort of his vidxmous 
arms. An Imperial fleet acquired the eafy pof- 
fefEon of Africa and Spain, confirmed the waver- 
ing ^th of the Moorifh nations, and landed a 
confiderable force, which paflfed die Pyrenees, 
and advanced towards Lyons, the laft and fatal 
ftation of Magnentius *'• The temper of the ty- 

9« Zofim.l.ii. p. 133. Yidtor In Epitome. The panegyrtfts of 
Conftantiusy wiUi their ufual candoury forget to mention this aoci- 
"dental defeat. 

9> Zonaras^ torn. ii. 1. sdii. p. 17. Julian, in feveral places of 
the two orationSf expatiates on the clemency of Conftantius to the 
rebels:. 

91 Zofim. I. lU p. ijg. Julian, Orat. i. p« 40. ii. p. 74* 

S rant. 
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ntftf, which was never indmed to clemency, was <?H Ap. 



urged by diftrefs to exerci£e every afik of oppref- 
iion which could extort an immedkte iuppty horn 
the cities of Gaul'^ Their patience was at 
kngth exhauiled ; and Treves, the feat of Prae- 
torian government, gave the fignal of revolt, by 
flmtdng her gates againft Decentius, who had 
been railed by his brother to the rank either of 
Caefar or of Auguftus '*. From Treves, Decen- 
tius was obliged to retire to Sens, where he was 
foon furrounded by an army of Germans, whom 
the pernicious arts of Conftantius had introduced 
into the civil diffenfions of Rome ^\ In the mean* 
time, the Imperial troops forced the paflages of 
the Cottian Alps, and in the bloody combat of 
Mount Seleucus irrevocably fixed the title of Re- 
bels on the -party of Magnentius ^\ He was un- 

^4 Ammian. XV. 6. Zolim. 1. ii. p. laj. Julian, who (Orat. L 
p. 40.) inveighs againft the cruel effects of the tyrant's defpair, 
mentions (Orat. i. p. 34.} the oppreiiive edidls which were dictated 
by bis neceflities, or by his avarice. His fubje^s were compelled 
to purchafe the Imperial dcmefnes j a doubtful and dangerous fpe- 
cies of property, which, in cafe of a revolution, might be imputed 
to them as a treafooable ufurpation. 

95 The medals of Magnentius celebrate the viiftories of the two 
Augufti, and of the Cicfar. The Caefar was another brother, 
named Defidenus. See Tillcmont, Hift. de^ Empereurs, tom. iv. 
P- 757- 

96 Julian, Orat. 1. p. 40. li. p. 74. with Spanheim, p. t6$. His 
Commentary illuA rates the tranfadlions ©f this civil war. Mons 
Seleuci was a fmall place in the Cottian Alps, a few miles dillant 
from Vapincum, or Gap, an epifcopal city of Daupliine. See d'An- 
▼illc Notice de la Gaulc, p. 464. ; and Longueruc Delcription de la 
France, p. 317. 

97 Zofimuv, 1. ii. p. 134. Liban. Orat. x. p. 26J, 269. The 
latter moft vehemently arraigns this cruel and fclnlh policy of Con- 
ftantius. 

M 3 able 
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^xviih ^^^ ^^ hnng another army into the field; the 
t-* v -* ^ fidelity of his guards was corrupted ; and when he 
appeared in public to animate them by his exhort- 
ations, he was faluted with an unanimous fhout 
of ** Long live the emperor Conftantius !'* The 
tyrant, who perceived that they were preparing to 
deferve pardon and rewards by the facrifice of the 
moft obnoxious criminal, prevented their defign 
by falling on his fword^"; a death more cafy and 
more honourable than he could hope to obtain 
from the hands of an enemy, whofe revenge would 
have been coloured with the fpecious pretence of 
juftice and fraternal piety. The example of fui- 
cide was imitated by Decentius, who ftrangled 
himfelf on the news of his brother's death. The 
author of the confpiracy, Marcellinus, had long 
fince difappeared in the battle of Murfa'% and 
the public tranquillity was confirmed by the exe- 
cution of the furviving leaders of a guilty and un- 
fuccefsful fadion. A fevere inquifition was ex- 
tended over all who, either from choice or from 
compulfion, had been involved in the caufe of 
rebellion. Paul, furnamcd Catena, from his fu- 

9« Julian^ Orat. i. p. 40. Zofimus, 1. ii. p. 134. Socrates, I. ii. 
C. 3». Sozomcn, 1. W. c. 7, The younger Viftor defcribf s his 
death with fome horrid ciicumftances: Tran fofTo lattre, iit erat 
valli corporis, vulnere naribiifque et ore cruorem cffundeJis. cx- 
fpiravit. If we can give credit to Zonaras^ the tyrant, before he 
expired, had the pleafiirc of murdering with his own hands his 
mother and his brother Dcliderius. 

99 Julian (Orat. i. p. 58, 59.) fcems at a lofs to determine* whe- 
ther he inflicted on himfelf the punifhment of his crimes, whether 
he was drowned in the Drave, or whether he was carried by the % 
avenging daemons from the field of bittle to bis deilined place of 
eternal torture«. 

pcrior 
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perior Ikill in the judicial exerdfe of tyranny, was ^xvni*' 
fent to explore the latent remains of the confpiracy u--v-*il» 
in the remote province of Britain. The honeft in- 
dignation exprefled by Martin, vice prasfed: of the 
ifland, was interpreted as an evidence of his own 
guilt ; and the governor was urged to the necef* 
fity of turning againft his breafl the fword with 
which he had been provoked to wound the Im- 
perial miniften The moft innocent fubjefts of the 
Weft were expofcd to exile and confifcation, 
to death and torture ; and as the timid are always 
cruel, the mind of Conftantius was inacceflible to 
mercy **'. 

'°° Ammian. xiv. j, jcxi. 16. 
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CHAP. XIX. 

Conjiantius fole Emperor.^^Elefuatitm and Death cf 
Callus. — Danger and Elevation $f yulian-^-^Sar^^ 
matian and Per/tan Wars.-^ViSlories of Julian in 
GauL 

^xix.^ rin HE divided provinces of the empire were 
u-^-v-^-i* X again united by the viftory of Conftantius ; 
Power of ^^^ ^ ^Yx^^ feeble prince was deftitute of perfonal 
nuchs. merit, either in peace or war; as he feared his 
generals, and diftrufted his minifters ; the triumph 
of his arms ferved only to eftablifli the reign of 
the eunuchs over the Roman world. Thofe un^ 
happy beings, the ancient produdion of Oriental 
jealoufy and defpotifm*, were introduced into 
Greece and Rome by the contagion of Afiatic 
luxury *. Their progrefs was rapid ; and the eu- 
nuchs, who in the time of Auguflus, had been 
abhorred, as the monftrous retinue of an Egyp- 
tian queen ', were gradually admitted into the fa- 
milies 

» Amtnianus (1. xiv. c. 6.) imputes the firft practice of caftration 
to the cruel ingenuity of Semirarais, who is fuppofed to have reign- 
ed above ninclcen hundred yearsl>efore Chrift. I he ufc of eunuchs 
is of high antiquity, both in Afia and Egypt. They arc mentioned 
in the law of Mofes Dcuteron. xxiii, i, See Goguet, Origines deg 
Loix, &c. Part i. I. i. c. 3. 
* Eunuchum dixti velle te \ 

Quia fola utuntur liis reginsc— 

Tcrent. Eunuch, ad i. fccne «. 
This play is t ran dated from M< nander, and the original muft have 
appeared foon after the eaftern conquefts of Alexander. 
I IVli'es . . fpadonibus 

Scrvirc rugofia poteft. 

orat. Carm. v. 9. and Dacier ad loc. 

By 
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niifics ol matrons, of fenators, and of the em- chap. 

XIX 

perors themfelvcs *• Reftrained by the fevere ^, -^ 
ediOs of Domitian a^d Nerva % cheri(hed by the 
pride of Diocletian, reduced to an humble ftation 
by the prudence of Conftantine % they multiplied 
in the palaces of his degenerate fons, and in« 
fenfibly acquired the knowledge, and at length 
the diredion, of the fecret councils of ConfUn-* 
tins* The averfion and contempt which man^ 
kind has fo uniformly entertained for that im* 
perfed fpecies, appears to have degraded their 
chaj^GbeXj and to have rendered them almoft as 
incapable as they were fuppofed to be, of con* 
ceiving any generous fentiment, or of perform- 
ing any worthy aftion^ But the eunuchs were 

(kiUed 

By the word/ aJo^ the Romans very forcibly exprefled thc«r ab- 
horreQce of this mutilated condition. The Greek appellation of 
eunuchs, which infenfibly prevailed, had a milder fiiund, and a more 
ambiguous fenfe. 

4 We need only mention Pofides, a freedman and eunuch of 
Claud.us, in whofe favour the emperor proftituted fome of the moft 
honourat)le rewards of military valmr. See Sueton. in Claudio, 
c. aS. Pofides employed a great pan of his wealth in building. 
Ut Sfiuio vincebat Capitolia noftra 
Po&des. 

Juvenal. Sat. xiv. 

s Caftrari marcs vetuit. Sueton. in Domitian. c. 7. See Dion; 
Caflius, I. Ixvii. p. 1107. I. Ixviii p. 1119. 

* There is a paffage m the Aujiuflan Hiitory, p. 137, in which 
Lampridias, whilft he praifes Alexander Severui and conftantine 
for reftraining the tyranny of the eunuchs, deplores the mifchiefs 
which they occafioned in other reigns. Hue accedit quod eunuchoa 
nee in coniiliis ncc in miniilerii» habuit } qui foh principes perdunt, 
dum eo8 more gentium aut regum Perfarum volunt vivere ; qqi ai 
populo etiam amicilRmum femovcnti qui internuntii funt, aliud 
quam refpondetur referentes $ claudentes principem fuum, etagen. 
tes ante omnia ne quid fciat. 

7 Xenophon (Cyropcedia, 1. viii. p. 540.) has ftated the fpeciout 
reafons whi^h engaged Cyrus to entruil his perfon to the guird of 

eunuchs. 
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C^Ap. ftilled in the arts of flattery and intrigue; and 
t— ^,^Lf they alternately governed the mind of Conftan- 
tins by his fears, his indolence, and his vanity *. 
Whilft he viewed in a deceitful mirror the fair 
appearance of public profperity, he fupinely per- 
mitted them to intercept the complaints of the 
injured provinces, to accumulate immenfe trea- 
fures by the fale of jufl:ice and of honours; to 
difgrace the moll important dignities, by the pro- 
motion of thofe who had purchafed at their hands 
the powers of oppreffion ^, and to gratify their re- 
fentment againft the few independent fpirits, who 
arrogantly refufed to folicit the protection of flaves. 
Of thefe flaves the moft diftinguiflied was the 
chamberlain Eufebius, who ruled the monarch 
and the palace with fuch abfolute fway, that Con- 
fl:antius, according to the farcafm of an impartial 
hifliorian, poflTeflTed fome credit with this haughty 

eunuchs. He had obfervcd in animals, that although the pradlice of 
^ caftration might tame their ungovernable fiercenefs, it did not di- 
miniih their ftrength or fpirit j and he perfuaded himfclf, that tbofc 
"who were fe para ted from the reft of hrnnan kind, would be more 
firmly attached to the perfon of their benefactor. But a long ex- 
perience has coiitradiv^ed the judgment of Cyrus. Some particular 
inftances may occur of eunuchs diftingnifhed by their fidelity, their 
valour, and their abilities • but if we examine the general hiftory of 
Perfia, India, and Chinq, we fhall find that the power of the eu- 
nuchs has uniformly marked the decline and fall of every dynafty. 
^ See Ammianus Marcellinus, 1. xx>. c. 16. 1- xxii. c. 4< The 
whole tenor of his impartial hiftory fcrves lojuftify the invc^ives of 
Mamertinus, of Libaniu*, and of Julian himfelf, who have infultiid 
the vices of the court of Conftantius. 

9 Aurclios Viftor cenfurcs the negligence of his fovereign ?n 
chufmgthe governors of the provinces, and the generals of the arnty, 
and concludes his hillory with a very bold obfervation, as it is much 
more dangerous under a feeble reign to attack the minifters than 
the mailer himfclf. " Uti vei urn abfolvam brevi, ut Impcratore ipfo 
«< clarius ita apparitorum-plcrifquc magis atrox nihil." 

^ favourite. 
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fevourite*\ By his artful fuggeftlons, the cm- CHAP, 
peror was perfuaded to fubfcribe the condenma- t_-^-'^ 
tion of the unfortunate Gallus, and to add a new 
crime to the long lift of unnatural murders which 
pollute the honour of the houfe of Conftan- 
tine. 

When the two nephews of Conftandne, Gallus Edacation 
and Julian, were faved from the fury of the fol- andjuUu. 
diers, the former was about twelve, and the latter 
about fix, years of age ; and, as the eldeft ieas 
thought to be of a fickly conftitution, they ob- 
tained with the lefs difficfilty a precarious and de- 
pendent life, from the afFeded pity of Gonftan- 
tius, who was fenfible that the execution of thefe 
helplefs orphans would have been cfteemed, by 
all mankind, an ad of the moft deliberate 
cruelty". Different cities of Ionia and Bithynia 
were affigned for the places of their exile and 
education; but, as foon as their growing years 
excited the jealoufy of the emperor, he judged it 
more prudent to fecure thofe unhappy youths in 
the ftrong caftle of Macellum, near Caefarea. 
The treatment which they experienced during a 
fix years confinement, was partly fuch as they 
could hope from a careful guardian, and partly 
fuch as they might dread from a fufpicious ty- 

■® A pud quern ((i vcre diet debeat) multum Conftantiut potutt. 
Ammian. 1. xviii. c. 4. 

" Gregory Nazianzen (Orat. iii. p. 90.) reproaches the apo/late 
with his ingratitude towards Mark, bilhop of ArcthOfa, who had 
contributed to favc his life ; and we learn, though from a lefs re- 
fpedlablc authority (Tillcmont, Hift. des Empereurs* torn. iv. 
p. 916 ), that Julian was concealed in the fanAuary of a church. 

* rant. 
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CHAP. Fant'\ Their prifon was an ancient palace, tho 
i_ . ^r^ refidence of the kings of Cappadocia; the fitua^ 
tion was plea&nt, the buildings ftately, the inclo* 
fure fpacious. They purfued their fludies, and 
pradifed their exercifes, under the tuition of the 
moft (kilful mailers; and the numerous houfe- 
hold appointed to attend, or rather to guards 
the nephews of Conftantine, was not unworthy 
of the dignity of their birth. But they could not 
difguife to themfelves that they were deprived of 
fortune, of freedom, and of fafety ; fecluded 
from the fociety of all whom they could truft or 
eftenn, and condemned to pafs their melancholy 
hours in the company of flaves, devoted to the 
conunands of a tyrant, who had already injured 
them beyond the hope of reconciliation. At 
length, however, the emergencies of the ftate 
compelled the emperor, or rather his eunuchs, to 
uiveft Gallus, in the twenty-fifth year of his age. 
Callus de- with the title of Caefar, and to cement this poli- 
tical connexion by his marriage with the princefs 
Conftantina. After a formal interview, in which 
the two princes mutually engaged their feith 
never to undertake any thing to the {H-ejudice of 
each other, they repaired without delay to their 
refpeSive ftations. Conftantius continued his 
march towards the Weft, and Gallus fixed his re- 



dared CX' 
far, 

A.D.35t 

March ^. 



u The moft authentic account of the education and adventures 
of Julian, is contained in the epiltle or mantfefto which he himfelf 
addrefTed to the fenate and people of Athens. Libanius (Orat. Pa- 
rentaKs), on the fide of the Pagans, and Socrates (I. iii. c. x.)i 
on that of the Chriftians, had preferred fcveral interefting cir- 
cumftances. 
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iidence at Antioch, from whence, with a delegated 
authority, he adminiftered the five great dio- 
cefes of the eaftem pracfefture '*. In this fortu- 
nate change, the new Csefar was not unmindful 
of his brother Julian, who obtained the honours 
of his rank, the sq>pearances of liberty, and the 
reftitution of an ample patrimony **. 

The writers the moft indulgent to the memory 
of Gallus, and even Julian himfelf, though he 
wiihed to caft a veil over the frailties of his bro^ 
ther, afe obliged to confefs that the Csefar was in- 
capable of reigning. Tranfported from a prifon 
to a throne, he poffeffed ndther genius nor appli> 
cation, nor docility to compenfate for the want of 
knowledge and experience. A temper naturally 
snorofe and viol^it, inftead of being correded, 
was ibured by folitude and adverfity ; the remem* 
brtmce of what he had endured, difpofed him to 
retaliation rather than to fympathy; and the un* 
governed failles of his rage were often fatal to 
thofe who approached his perfon, or were fub- 
jca to his power". Conftantina, his wife, is 

delcribed, 

« For the promotion of Oalhis, fee IdatfuB, Zofimiis, tnd the 
two Vigors. According to Philoftorgius (1. iv. c. i.)> Theophi- 
lus, an Arian biihop, was the witncfe, and, as it were, the gua- 
rantee, of this folemn engngemcnt. He fupported that charafter 
With generoQs finnnefs j but M. de TiHemont (Hift. des £dlpe- 
reurs, torn. ir. p. i ito.) thinks it yery improbable that an heretic 
flioidd have pofiTefled fuch virtue. 

«♦ JuKan was at firft permitted to purfue his ftndics at Conftanti- 
nople, but the rcpirtation which he acquired foon excited the jea- 
loufy of Conflantios ; and the young prince was advifed to with- 
draw himfelf to the left confpicuous fcenes of Bithynia and Ionia. 

«J Sec JuHan ad S. P. Q^A. p. %ji. Jerom. In Chron. Aureliui 
Yifior, Eutropiui, x. 14. I Ihall copy the words of Eiitropitte, wha 

wrote 
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^xix^' defcribed, not as woman, but as one of the ii> 
^■■^^■iNj femal furies tormented with an infatiate thirfl: of 
human blood *\ Inftead of employing her in- 
fluence to infinuate the mild counfels of prudence 
and humanity, flie exafperated the fierce paflions 
of her hu(band ; and as flie retained the vanity, 
though (he had renounced the gentlenefs of her 
fex, a pearl necklace was efteemed an equivalent 
price for the murder of an innocent and virtuous 
nobleman '^ The cruelty of Gallus was fome- 
times difplayed in the undiffembled violence of 
popular or military executions; and was fome- 
times difguifed by the abufe of law, and the forms 
of judicial proceedings. The private houfes of 
Antioch, and the places of public refort, were be- 
fieged by fpies and informers ; and the Cacfar 
himfelf, concealed in a plebeian habit, very fre- 
quently condefcended to aflume that odious cha* 
rader. Every apartment of the palace was adorn- 
ed with the inftruments of death and torture, and 
a general conftemation was diffufed through the 
capital of Syria. The Prince of the Eaft, as if he 

wrote his abridgment about fifteen years after the death of Gallus, 
when there was no longer any motive cither to flatter or to depre- 
date his charadter. «« Multisincivilibusgeftia Gallus Csefar . . . vir 
" natura fcrox ct ad tyrannidcm pronior, fi fufe jure imperar^ 
« licuiffet." 

*^ Megaera quidem mortalis, inflammAtnx faevientis aflidua, hu^ 
mani cruoris avida, &c. Anunian. Marcellin. 1. xiv. c. r. The fin« 
cerity of Ammianus would not fuffer him to mifreprefent fads or 
charadlers, but his love oi ambitious ornaments frequently betrayed 
him into an unnatural vehemence of expreflion. 
^ 17 His name was Clematius of Aleiandria, and his only crime 

was a refufal to gratify the defires of his mother-in law ; who foli- 
dted his deaths becaufe (he had been difappolnted of his love. Am- 
mian.l. xiv. c. i, 

had 
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niftersy 
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had been confcious how much he had to fear, ^Sry^* 
and how little he deferved to reign, feleded for the u "^'•^ 
objefts of his refentment, the provincials accufed 
of fome imaginary treafon, and his own courtiers, 
whom with more reafon be fufpefted of incenfmg, 
by their fecret correfpondence, the timid and fuf- 
picious mind of Conftantius. But he forgot that 
he was depriving himfelf of his only fupport, the 
aflfedtion of the people ; whilft he fumifhed the 
malice of his enemies with the arms of truth, and 
afforded the emperor the faireft pretence of ex- 
a&ing the forfeit of his purple, and of his life *'. 

As long as the civil war fufpended the fate of Maifacre 
the Roman world, Conftantius dilTembled his 
knowledge of the weak and cruel adminiftration 
to which his, choice had fubje£ted the £a(t; and 
the difcovery of fome aifaflins, fecretly difpatched 
to Antioch by the tyrant of Gaul, was employed 
to convince the public, that the emperor and the 
Casfar were united by the fame interefl, and pur- 
fued by the fame enemies '**. But when the vic- 
tory was decided in favour of Conftantius, his de- 
pendent colleague became lefs ufeful and lefs for- 
midable. Every circunaftance of his conduft was 
feverely and fufpicioufly examined, and it was pri- 
vately refolved, either to deprive Gallus of the 

■« Sec in Ammianus (I. riv. c. 1.7,) a very ample detail of the 
cruelties of Gallus. His brother Julian (p. %j%,) infinuates, that 
a fecret confpiracy had been formed againft him; and Zoiimus 
names (I. ii. p. 135.) the perfons engaged in it; a minifter of con- 
fiderable rank, and two obicure agents, who were refolved to make 
their fortune. 

'» Zonaras, I. xiii. torn, ii, p. 17, 18. The afTaffins had fcdaccd 
a great number of legionaries ; but their defigns were difcovered 
and revealed hj an old woman in who£e cottage they lodged. 

purple^ 
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CHAP, purple, or at lead to remove him from the indo« 
^^J ^ lent luxury of Afia to the hardih^s and dangers 
of a German war. The death of Hieophilus, 
confular of the proTince of Syria, who in a time 
of fcarcity had been maffacred by the people of 
Antioch, with the connivance, and almofl at the 
inftigation, of Gallug, was juftly refented, not 
only as an ad of wanton cruelty, but as a dan« 
gerous infult on the fupreme majefty of Conftan- 
^ tins. Two minifters of illuftrious rank, Domi* 
tian, the Oriental praefed, and Mondus, quaeftor 
of the palace, were empowered by a fpecial com- 
miffion to vifit and reform the ftate of the Eaft. 
They were inftrufted to behave towards Gallus 
with moderation and refped, and, by the gentleft 
arts of perfuafion, to engage him to comply wkh 
the invitadon of his brother and colleague. The 
rafimefs of the praefed <!Ufappointed thefe prudent 
tneafures, and haftened his own ruin, as well as 
that of his enemy. On his arrival at Antioch, 
Donmian pafled difdainfiilly before the gates of 
the palace, and alleghig a flight pretence of in« 
difpofition, continued feveral days in fullen re- 
tirem^nt, to prepare an inflammatory memorial, 
which he tranfmitted to the Imperial court. 
Yielding at length to the prcfling folicitarions of 
Gallus, the pradfefb condefcended to take his feat 
in council ; but his firil ftep was to fignify a con* 
cife and haughty mandate, importing that the 
Csfar fhould immediately repair to Italy, and 
threatening that he himfelf would punifli his de- 
lay or hefitadon, by fufpending the ufual allow- 
ance €f his houf«bold. The nephew and daughter 

of 
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bJF Conftantine^ vlio could ill bro^ok the infolence ^5,4^* 
of a fuhje^i, exprefled their refentmept by ik« 
Ihmtly delivering Doinitian tb the cuftody of a 
guard, ilie quai^rel fUll admitted of fome terma 
bf accoimnodation; They were rendered imprac^ 
ticable by the imprudent behaviour of Mcm^ 
tius^ a flatefman^ whofe art and experience werd 
frequently betrayed by the levity of his difpo- 
fition*^ The quaeflor reproached Gallus in haughty 
language^ that a priiice who waA fcarcely au^ 
thorized to remove a municipal magiflrate thould 
prefume to impnfon a Praetorian praefed; con« 
toked a meeting of the civil and military officers i 
and required them, in the name of their fove- 
reign, to defend -the peffon and dignity, of hift 
i^eprefentadves. By this rafh declaration of war, 
the impatient temper of Gallus was provoked to: 
bnbrace the mdil defperate coimfels; He or* 
dered his gusirds to ftand tb their arms, aflembled 
the populace of Anuoch^ and recommended tb their 
seal the care of his fafety and revenge; His com- 
mands were too fatally obeyed; They rudely 
fdzed the ptssfeOt and the quaeftor^ and tying' 
their legs together With ropes, they dragged 
them through the ftreets of the city, inflided 
a thoufand infuks and a thoufand wounds on thefe 
unhappy vi&ims, and at lail precipitated their 

«* In the prefcnt text of Ammianus, we read, Jfifr^ quidem, fe<f 
ftd leniiatem p'ropchfior } which forms a fentence of contradidory 
Aonfenfe. With the aid of an old rhanafcript, Valefiui has reftified 
the firft of thefe corruptions, and we perceive a ray of light in Xbm 
ftlbftitDtion of the word wfir. If we venture to change Umtatem 
into ieviutemt this alterarion of a lingle letter itlll render the whole 
paiT^ige clear and coftSftent^ 

Vol. IU, N mangled 
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^x«^* mangled and lifclcfs bodies into the ftream of the 

v.».v-^ Orontes". 

ous" Itua- -^^^^ ^^^^ * ^^^^> whatever might have been 

^on of the defigns of Gallus, it was only in a field of 
^ battle that he ccmld afTert his innocence with any 
hope of fuccefs. But the mind of that prince was 
formed of an equal mixture of violence and weak- 
nels. Inftead of aifuming the title of Auguftus, 
inftead of employing in his defence the troop^ 
and treafures of the Eaft, he fufiered himfelf to 
be deceived by the affeded tranquillity of Con- 
ftantius, who, leaving him the vain pageantry of 
m court, imperceptibly recalled the veteran le* 
gions from the provinces of Afia. But as it ftill 
appeared dangerous to arreft Gallus in his capital, 
the flow and fafer arts of difTimulation were prac- 
fifed with fuccefs. The frequent and preffing 
epiftles of Conftantius were filled with profeffions 
t)f confidence andfriendfliip; exhorting the Cacfar 
to difcharge the duties of his high ftation, to re- 
lieve his colleague firom a part of the public cares^ 
and to affift the Weft by his prefence, his coun* 
fels, and his arms. After fo many reciprocal in- 
juries, Gallus had reafon to fear and to diftruft. 
But he had negleded the opportunities of flight 
and of refiftance ; he was feduced by the flatter- 
ing aflurances of the tribune Scudilo, who, under 
the femblance of a rough foldier, difguifed the 

^' Inftead of being obliged to cotled fcattered and imperfea hints 
from various fources, we now enter into the fiiUftreani of the hiftory 
of Animianus, and need only refer to the feventh and ninth chapters 
of hii fourteenth book. Pbiloftorgiuft, however (K iii. c« z%,)^ 
though partial to Gallus, ihould not be entirely o? erlool^cd« 

mo^ 
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nioft artful Miiuation ) aAd he dq>ended on the ^xix^* 
trcdit of his wife Coliftantina, till the unfcafonable 
death of that ptincefs i:otn]f)leted the ruin in which 
he had been involved by her uiipetuous paf- 
fions **. 

After a long dfelay, the i^eluftant Caefar fet for* Hit dJf* 
wards on his journey to the Imperial court. From ^^h, 
Antioch to Hadrianople, he traverfed the wide ^•^'^^* 
extent of his dominions with a numerous and 
(lately train ; and as he laboured to conceal his 
apprehenfions from the world, and perhaps from 
himfelf, he entertained the people of • Conftan- 
tinople with an exhibition of the games of the 
circus* The progrefs of the journey might, how- 
ever, have Warned him of the impending danger* , 
In all the principal cities he was met by minifters ] 
of confidence, commiffioned to feize the offices of • 
government, to obferve his motions, and to pre* ^ 
vent the hafty falUes of his defpair. The perfons 
difpatched to fccure the provinces which he left 
behind, paffed him with cold falutations, or a& 
fe&ed difdain ; and the troops, whofe ftation lay 
along the public road, were ftudioully removed 
on his approach, left they might be tempted to 
offer their fwords for the fervice of a civil war *'* 

^* She had preceded her hulband ; but died of a fever on the road, 
at a little place in Bithynia, calle4 Coenum Gallicanum. 

»» The Thebifcan legions, which were then quartered at Hadria-* 
Bople» fent a deputation to Oallus^ with a tender of their fervices. 
Ammian. I. xiv. c. ii. The Notitia (f. 6*20.3 S. edit. Labb.) 
mentions three feveral legions which bore the name of Thebsan. 
The zeal of M. de Voltaire> to deftroy a defpicable though cele- 
brated legend, has tempted him on the flighteft grounds to deny j 
the exiftence of a Thebsean legion in the Roman armies. See 
OeavretdeVoltairCi torn. xv. p. 414* quarto edition. 

N 2 After 
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^^j^P- After Gallu8 had been pennkted to regok fuat* 
felf a few days at Hadrianople^ he received a 
mandate^ exprefled in the tnoft haughty and ab^ 
folqte ftyle, that his fplendid retinue flbould halt 
in that city, while the Cacfar himfelf, with cmlj 
ten poft-carriages, iboutd haften to the Imperisd 
refidence at Milan. In this rapid journey, the 
profound refped which was due to the brother 
and colleague of Conftantius, was infoofibly 
changed into rude familiarity ; and Gallus, who 
difcovered in the countenances of the attendants 
that they already confidered themfelves as his 
guards, and might foon be employed as his ext- 
cuticners, began to accufe his fatal raihnefs, and 
to recoiled with teiror and remorfe the condud 
by which he had provoked his £it& The diffi« 
mulation which had hitherto been preferred, was 
laid afide at Petovio in Fannonia. He was coa^ 
duded to a palace in Ac fuburbs> wjiere the ge- 
neral Barbatio, with a feled band of foldiers, wha 
could neither be m^oved by pity, nor corrupted by 
rewards, expeded the arrival of his illuftriou^ 
vidim< In the clofe of the evening he was ar^ 
refted, ignominioully ftripped of the enfigns of 
Csfar, and hurried away to Pola in Htria, a fs^ 
queftered prifon which had been fo recently pol- 
luted with royal blood. The horror which he felt 
was foon increafed by the appearance of his im- 
placable enemy the eunuch Eufebius, who, with 
the afliftance of a notary and a tribune, proceeded 
to interrogate him concerning the adminiftration 
of the Eaft- The Caefar funk under the weight 
of fhame and guilt, confefled all the criminal 

adionsy 
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aCdem, and all Ae treafonable defigns widi which c HAP. 
he was charged; and by imputing them to the 
odfice of his wife, eaufperated the indignation 
of Conftandus, who reviewed with partial prejudice 
the minutes of the examination^ The emperor was 
eafily convinced, tbat his own fafety was incom* 
partible with the life of his coufin: the fentence of 
<ieath was figned, difpatcbed, and executed ; and 
the nephew of Conftantine, with his hsoids tied 
behind his back, was beheaded in prifon like the 
yileft malefador*^. Thofe who are inclined to 
palliate the cruelties of Ccmftantius, affisrt that he 
loon relented, and endeavoured to recal the bloody 
Biaada^e $ but that the fecond meflenger entrufted 
with the reprieve, was detained by the eunuchs, 
wbo dreaded the unforgiving temper of Gallus, 
and were defirous of reuniting to tb^ir empire tb« 
wealthy provinces of the £a(t *K 

Befides die reigning emperor, Julian alone The dan, 
fiirvived, of all the numarous pofterity of C!on- ^^1,^**^^ 
ftantius GUorus^ The misfortune of his royal Julian. 
birth invohed him in the difgrace of Gallus. 
From his xedrement in the happy country of 
lonia^ he was conveyed wid^ ai ftrox^ guard to 

S4 See the complete narrative of the joumey and death pf Gallut 
i^ Ammianusy 1. i^^c. ji. J<|lian complains that his brother was 
put to death without a trijil ; attcflftpts to juftiff^ or at Icaft (o ex- 
€ofe» the crnel revenge which he had inflidted on hii cf\cmics ; but 
^ema at laft to acknowledge that he might juftly have beei^ d<priTc4 
9f the purple. 

V FhiloftoTgiaB, L hr« c. s. Zonara8» 1. :diL torn. ii. p. if. B«| 
the former was partial towards an Arian monarch, and the latter 
tranfcribed» without choice orcriticifia, whatever he found in the 
^rot^BS of the aackaU. 
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CHAP, the court ofMUan; where he languiflied abo^r 
feven months, in the continual appreheniion of 
fulBfering the fame ignominious death, which was 
daily inflided, almofl before his eyes, on the 
friends and adherents of his perfecuted family* 
His looks, his geftures, hisfilence, were fcrutinized 
with malignant curiofity, and he was perpe- 
tually aflaulted by enemies, whom he had never 
offended, and by arts to which he waa a ftrangcr **• 
But in the fchool of adverfity, Juliw infen- 
fibly acquired the virtues of firmnefs and dif- 
cretion. He defended his honor, as well as 
his life, againfl; the enfnaring fubtledes of the 
eunuchs, who endeavoured to extort fome decla* 
ration of his fendments ; and whilft he cau-' 
tioufly fupprefled his grief and refentment, h« 
nobly difdained to flatter the tyrant, by any 
feeming ^ approbation of his brother's murder. 
Julian molt devoutly afcribes his miraculous de- 
liverance to the proteftion of the Gods, who had 
exempted bis innocence from the fentence of de* 
ifaru&ion pronounced by their juftice againft the 
impious houfe of Conftantine *^« As the moft ef* 
fe^al inftrument of then* providence, he grate* 

«* See Ammianus MarcelKn, I. xv. c. i. 3. g. Julian himfdf, 
in "his epiftle to the Athenians draws a very lively and jiift pidure 
of his own danger, and of his fentiments. He ihews, however, a 
tendency to exaggerate his fuflferlBgs, by infinuating, though in ob« 
fcure terms, that they lafted above a year i a period which cannot 
be reconciled with the truth of Chronology. 

^7 Julian has worked the crimes and misfortunes oEthn family of 
Conftantine into an allegorical fable, which is happily conceived and 
agreeably related. It forms the conclufion of the feventh Oration^ 
from whence it baa been detached and tranflatcd by the Abb6 dc la 
Blctcrie. Vci de Jovien, torn. ii. p, }li*<»4oS. 

folly 
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fufly acknowledges theileady and generous friend- ^Sj^^' 
fhip of theemprefs£ufebia^% a woman of beauty 1, , ^ _f 
and merit, who, by the afcendant which (he had 
gained over the mind of her hufband, counter- 
balanced, in fome meafure, the powerful con- 
fpiracy of the e\muchs« By the interceflion of his 
patronefs> Julian was admitted into the Imperial 
prefence ; he pleaded his caufe with a decent 
freedom, he was heard with favour ; and, notwith- 
Aanding the efforts of his enemies, who urged 
the danger of fparing an avenger of the blood of 
Gallus, the milder fentiment of Eufebia prevailed 
in the council. But the efTeds of a fecond in« 
terview were dreaded by the eunuchs ; and Ju- 
lian was advifed to withdraw for a while into the 
neighbourhood of Milan, till the emperor thought He is (ert 
proper to affign the city of Athens for the place a. D?t «* 
of his honorable exile. As he had difcovered May* 
from his earliefl youth, a propenfity, or rather 
paiEon, for the language, the manners, the learn- 
.ing) and the religion of the Greeks, he obeyed 
with pleafure an order fo agreeable to his wifhes. 
Far from the tumult of arms and the treachery 
of courts, he fp^nt fix months amidft the grove$ 
of the a(;ademy, in a free intercourfe with the 
philofbphers of the age, who fludied to cultivate 
the genius, to encourage the vanity, and to in- 
flame the devotion of their royal pupil. Their 

^ Sht was a native of Tbeflalofiica in Macedonia, of a noble 
fiunily, and the daughter as well as fifter of confuls. Her marriage 
vr'iih the emperor may be placed in the year 35a. In a divided age, 
the htftorians of all parties agree in her praifes. See their teftl* 
mofeiet eoUefted by Tittemont, Hift. 4es Emperrurs, ton^. ir. 
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c^AP. labours were not urifuccdsful ; and Julian m- 
\^ /^ violably prefcrve4 for Athens^ that tender regard^ 
which feldom fails to arifc in a liberal mind, froni 
the recolleftion of the pla^e where it has difcovercd 
and exerdfed its growing powers. The gentle- 
nefs and affability of maimers, which his tempo? 
fiiggefted and his fituation impofed, infenfibly 
engaged tlie affcftions of the ftrangers, as well as 
dtizens, with whom he conyerfed. Some of his 
fellow-ftudents might perhaps examine his behs^- 
viour with an eye. of pyejvidic? and averfion ; but 
Julian eftablifhed, in the fchool of Athens, a g&r 
neral prepoffeflion in favour of his virtues and 
talents, whiah was foon diffufed over the Romax) 
world ••. 
KeeaHed Whilft his hours were paiTed in ftudious retire- 
to Man, ment, the emprefs, refolute td atchieye t^ie genet 
rous deiign which ihe had undertaken, was not 
unmindful of the care of his fortune. T^e deatl^ 
of the lat^ Cseffar had left Conftant;us invefted 
with the fok command, and opprefled by the ac« 
Cumulated weight of a mighty empire. Beferoh 
ihe wounds of civil difcord could be healed, the 
provinces of Gaul were overwhelmed by a deluge 
of Barbanans. The SJarmatians no ]|onger re^^ 

*f Libaniut and Gregory Nazianzen have exhaufted the arts as 
well as the powers of their ek>quei)ce, torepreic&t Jul! n at the firft 
of heroes, or the worft of tyrants. Gregory was his feliow-ftadeot 
at Athens ; ai[\d the fyluptoms w]^ich be fo tragical^ delcribes, ol 
the future wickedneis of the apoftate» afdount only to fome bodilf 
unperredionss and to fome pec ufiari ties in his fpeech an4 oianner« 
He protefts, however, that he tAea forciaw an4 foretold tlie cal»» 
.i)aiti>8 of the chipxti and ^te (Qrcf^ ^aMiWflb. C^al« II p, ts^^ 
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ipcacd the barrier of the Danube. The im* ^^i^f* 
punity of rapine had increafed the boldneis axi4 
l^umbers oi the wild Kaurians : thofe robbers de- 
fcended from their craggy mountains to ravage 
the adjacent country, an4 had even prefumed, 
though without fuccefe, to befiege the important 
pty of Sekucia, which was defended by a garri* 
fbn of three Roman legions. Above all, the Per^ 
fian monarch, elated by vidory, ^gain threatened 
the peace of ASol^ anil the prefence of the em? 
peror was indiTpenfably required, both in the 
Weft, and in the Eaft, JFor the firft time, Con- 
(lantius fincerely acknowledged, that his fingle 
ftrength was unequal to fuch an extent of care and 
pf dominion ^\ Infenfible to the voice of flattery, 
which aiTured him that his all-powerful virtue, 
and celeftial fortune, would ftill continue to 
triumph over every ohftacle, he liftened with 
complacency to the advice of Eufebia, which gra« 
tified his indiolence^ without offending his fufpi* 
ciou3 pride. As ihe perceived that die remem« 
brance of Gallus dwelt on the emperor's mind, 
ihe artfully tmned his attention to the oppbiite 
chara£kers of the two brothers, which from their 
infancy had been compared to thofe of Domitian 
{uid of Titus ^\ She accuftomed her hufband to <ton- 

f^ Succumbere tot ncceflitattbus tamque crcbns unum & quod 
imoquain fecerat aperti demonftrans. Ammian. 1. xv. c. 8. He 
tbea expicfies, ia tbdr own words » the flattering alTurances of the 
^artierf • 

r Tantam a temperatta moribus Juliani differensfratis quantum 
inter Vefpafiani fiiios fuit» Donitianum et Titum. Ammian. L zit* 
e. 1 1. The ctrcamftancea and education o£ the two brothers wert 
ib nearly the lame, as toU^M a ftsoog example of the innate dtf. 
fCTcncc of duraaerH 

fider 
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C»H A P. fider Julian as a youth of a mild unambitious dif- 
pofition, whofe allegiance and gratitude might be 
fecured by the gift of the purple, and who wa^ 
qualified to fill, with honour, a fubordinate fla- 
tion, without affuring to difpute the commands, 
or to (hade the glories, of his fovereign and bene- 
fadon After an obflinate, though fecret ftrugglc, 
the oppofition of the favourite eunuchs fubmitted 
to the afcendency of the emprefs ; and it was re* 
folved that Julian^ after celebrating his nuptials 
with Helena, fitter of Conflantius, fliould be ap* 
pointed, with the title of Caefar, to reign over the 
countries beyond the Alps '*• 

Although the order which recalled him to court 
was probably accompanied by fome intimation of 
his approaching greatnefs, he a^^eals to the 
people of Athens to wimefs his tears of undiflem- 
bled forrow, when he was reluftantly torn away 
from his beloved retirement ". He trembled for 
his life, for his fame, and even for his virtue ; and 
his fole confidence was derived from the perfua- 
fion, that Minerva infpired all his actions, and 
that he was prote&ed by an invifible guard of 
angels, whom for that purpofe fhe had borrowed 
from the Sun and Moon. He approached with 
horror the palace of Milan ; nor could the in- 
genuous youth conceal his indignation, when he 
found himfelf accofted with falfe and fervile re« 
fped by the aflafGns of his &mily. Eufebia, rt- 

3» Ammianusy K xv. c S. Zofimus, 1. Hi. p. 137, xaS. 

tl Julian, ad S. P. Q^ A. p. 275, 476. Libanius. Orat, x, 
p. i6S* Julian did not yield till the Gods had iigDified their will hy 
itepeated vifioos and omea^ Kis piety then forbade him to rtiift. 
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jflJcing in the fuccefs of her benevolent fchemes, ^ xix.^' 
embraced, him with the tendemefs of a filter ; and 
endeavoured, by the moft foothing carefles, to 
difpel his terrors, and reconcile him to his for- 
tune. But the ceremony of fhaving his beard^ 
and his awkward demeanour, when he firft ex« 
changed the cloak of a Greek philofopher for the. 
military habit of a Roman prince, amufed, during 
a few days, the levity of the Imperial court **• 

The emperors of the age of Conftantine no 
longer deigned to confult with the fenate in the 
choice of a colleague ; but they were anxious that 
their nomination Ihould be ratified by the con- 
fent of the army. On this folemn occafion, the 
guards, with the other troops whofe ftations were 
in the ndghbourbdod of Milan, appeared under 
arms ; and Conftantius afcended hi« lofty . tri** 
bunal, holding by the hand his coufin Julian^ 
who entered the fame day into the twenty-fifth 
year of his age ^\ In a ftudied fpeech, conedved 
and delivered with dignity, the emperor repre- 
fented the various dangers which threatened the 
profperity of the republic^ the neceffity of naming 
a Caeiar for the adminiilration of the Weft, and 
his own intention, if it was agreeable to their 
wiihes, of rewarding with the honours of the- 
purple, the promifing virtues of the nephew of 
Conftantine* The approbation of the foldiers was 

^ Julian bimfelf relates (p. 274% with fome humour>the drcumv 
fiances of his own metamorphofis, his downcaft looki» and hik. 
perplexity at being thus fuddenly tranfportcd into a new world* 
where every objed appeared ftrange and hoftile. 

3s S^e AmmiaD. MarceUin. 1. xv« c. 8. Zorimut, 1. iii. p. 13^ 
Awrlitts Yi^or. Yidtor Junior in Bpitom. Sutrop. z. 14* 

teftified 
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teftified by a refpeftfiil mumur : they gazed on 
the manly countenance of Julian/ and obferved 
lorith pleaiure, that the fire which fparkled in his 
^yes was tempered by a modeft blufli, on being 
thus expofed, for the firft time, to the public 
view of mankind. As foon as the ceremony of 
his inveftiture had been performed, Conftantius 
^ddrefled him with the tone of authority, which 
bis fuperior age and ftation permitted him to af** 
fame ; and exhorting the new Csefar to deferve, 
by heroic deeds, that facred and immortal name, 
th^ emperor gave his colleague the ftrongeft af-^ 
iurances of a fKendfhip which fiiould never be 
impaired by time, nor interrupted by iheir lq)aFa- 
tion into die moft diftant climates. As foon at 
the fpeech was ended, the &oops, as a tokes^ 
of apphnife, claflied their fliields ag^nft their 
knees '^ ; while the officers who iurrounded dif 
tribunal ezprefied, with decent referve, their fenf« 
of the merits of the r^refentative of Ck>nftw« 
tins, 
and de. '^^ ^^^ princes returned to the palace in th^ 
dared fiune chariot ; and during the ilow proceffion, Jti-» 
S^\5S» ^^ repeated to himfelf a verfe of his favourite 
Kov.6. Homer, which he might equally apply to his for^ 
tune and to his fears ^\ The four-and-twentjF 

^ Militares omncs horrendo fnfart fcuta genibus illidetites'* 
qtaodeft profperitati« Indicium pknum; nanrcontn cum faaflis clyp^i 
feriuntur, ine docnmentuin eft et dolorie. . • • Ammianus adda* 
with a nice diftindion» Eainque ut potieri reverentia ienraretnrt neq 
ii^ra modum laudabant nee infra qoam dcoebat. 

a? BXXaCi m^^iO* ^MT^, «ai fi»fa y^T«»ir* The word furpk^ 
which Homer had ufed as a iragne but commoB epithet for deaftb, 
vas applied by JuKan to exprefs* very apUy, the nature and dbjea 
of hit own iq^prebcnfiona. 

^ t days 
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dbtys which the Cacfar fpent at Milan after his in- chap. 
veftiture, and the firft mcMiths of his Gallic rdgn, *'^ 
.urcrc devoted to a fplendid^ but fevere captivity ; 
nor could the acquifition of honour compcnfate for 
die lofs of freedom ". His fteps were watched, 
his corrdpoHdence was intercepted ; and he was 
obliged^ by prudence, to decline the vifits of his 
tnoft intimate friends. Of his former domeflics^ 
four only wefe permitted to attend him; two 
pages, his phyfician, and his librarian ; the lafl of 
whom was employed iti the care of a valuable coU 
ie£don of books, the gift of the eniprefs, who 
ftudied the inclinations as well as the intereft of 
her friend. In the room of thefe faithful kt* 
tants, an houfehold Was formed, fuch indeed aS 
became the dignity of a Csefar : but it was filled 
with a crowd of flaves, deftitute, and pethaps in* 
capable of any attachment for their new mafter, 
to whom, fdr the mofl part, they were either un- 
known or fufpe&ed* His want of experience 
might require the affiftance of a wife counfel ; but 
the minute inftruftions which regulated the fer* 
vice of his table, and the diilribution of his hours^ 
were adapted to a youth ftill under the difcipline 
of his prseceptors, rather than to the fituation of 
a prince entrufted with the conduct of an im^ 

1* He rcprcfirntfl, in the mod path- tic terms (p. a77.)f the dif- 
trcfs of his new fituation. The proviGon for his table was however 
fo elegant and fumptaous, that the young philofopher rcjcAed it 
With difdain. Quumlegeret libcUum afiidud, quern Conltantius ut 
privignum ad ftudia mittens manfi fua confcripferat, prelicenterdif- 
ponens qu'd in convivio Cxfaris impcndi debcret, Vhalianum, et 
tulvam et fumen exigi retult et in&rri. AmmuQ. MarccIIin 1. xvh 

portant 
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CHAP, portant war. If he afpired to dcferve the efleeill 
\ -^- _y of his fubjeds, he was checked by the fear of dif- 
pleafing his foverdgn ; and even the fruits of his 
marriage-bed were blafted by the jealous artifices 
of Eufebia '* h^elf^ who, on this occafion alone^ 
feems to have been unmindful of the tendemefs 
of her fex, and the generofity of her chara£ter* 
The memory of Iiis father and of his brothers re- 
minded Julian of his own danger, and his^ a{^re- 
henfions were increafed by the recent and un- 
Fatal end worthy fate of Sylvanus. In the fummcr which 
ofSyWa, preceded his own elevation, that general had been 
A.D. S55, chofen to deliver Gaul from the tyraimy of the 
^P^^°*" Barbarians ; but Sylvanus foon difcovered that he 
had left his moft dangerous enemies in the Im- 
perial court. A dexterous informer, counte* 
nanced by feveral of the principal minifterSj pro- 
cured from him fome recommendatory letters; 
and crazing the whole of the contents, except the 
iignature, filled up the vacant parchment with 
matters of high and treafonable import. By the 
induftry and courage of his friends, the fraud was 
however deteded^ and in a great council of th^ 

19 If we recollcft that Conftantinc, the father of Helena, died 
above eighteen years before in a mature old age, it will appear pro- 
bable, that the daughter, though a virgin, could not be very youi^ 
at the time of her marriage. She was foon afterwards delivered of 
a fon, who died immediately, qu6dobftetrix corrupta mercede, mox 
natum prxfedo plufquam convenerat umbilico necavit. She accom- 
panied the emperor and emprefs in their journey to Rome, and the 
latter, quaelitum venenum bibere per fraudcm illexit, ut quotief- 
cunque concepifTet, immaturum abjiceret partum. Anunian. 1. xvi. 
c. 10. Our phylicians will determine whether there exifts fuch a 
poifon. For my own part, I am inclined to hope that the public 
IRalignity imputed the cffeds of accident as the guilt of Eufebia. 

civa 
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civil and military officers, held in the ptefence of ^5fx^' 
the emperor himfelf, the innocence of Sylvanus l ,- -J 
was publicly acknowledged. But the difcovery 
came too late ; the report of the cs^lumny and the 
hafty feizure of his eilate, had already provoked 
the indignant chief to the rebellion of which he 
was- fo unjuftly accufed. He affumed the purple 
at his head-quarters of Cologne, and his aftive 
powers appeared to menace Italy with an invafion, 
and Milan with a fiege. In this emergency, Ur- 
ficinus, a general of equal rank, regained, by an 
afik of treachery, the favour which he had loft by 
his eminent fervices in the Eaft. Exafperated", as 
he might fpecioufly allege, by injuries of a fimilar 
nature, he haftened with a few followers to join 
the ftandard, and to betray the confidence, of his 
too credulous friend. After a reign of only 
twenty-eight days, Sylvanus was aflaffinated : 
the foldiers who, without any criminal intention, 
had blindly followed the example of their leader, 
immediately returned to their allegiance ; and 
the flatterers of Conftantius celebrated the wif- 
dom and felicity of the monarch who had ex- 
tinguilhed a civil war without the hazard of a 
battle^. 

The proteftion of the Rhaetian frontier, and Confta«- 
the pcrfecution of the Catholic church, detained Kf'** 
Conftantius in Italy above eighteen months after ^-^r^ 357» 
the departure of Julian. Before the emperor re- 
turned into the Eaft, he indulged his pride and 



April %U 



♦» Annmianus (xv. 5.) was perfe<5lly well informed of the condudt 
and fate of Sylvanus. He himfelf was one of the fcvr followers who 
attended Urficinus in hii dangerous enterprife. 

3 curiofity 
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^ XIX '^^ ^riofity in a vifit to the ancient capital *'/ H6 
proceeded from Milan to Rome along the ^liii* 
Can and Flamihian ways \ and as foon as he ap- 
jiroached within forty hlites of the city^ the march 
of a prince who had never vanqbiihed a fordgil 
enemy, aflumed thcf apfieatance of A triumphal 
procelSoii. His fplendid train was compofed of 
ill the mmifters of luxmy ; bM in a time of pro- 
ibund peace, he was encompaffed by the glitter- 
ing arms of the niimerous fquadrons of his guard* 
tod cuirafliers. Their ftreaming banners of filk^ 
embofled ^ith gold, and fhaped in the form of 
dragons, waved round the perfon of the em^^ 
peron Conftantius fat alone in a lofty car re* 
fplendent with gold and precious gems ; and, ex- 
cept when he bowed his head to pafs under the 
gates of the cities, he aflfe£ked a ftately demeanour 
of inSesdble, and, as it might feem, of infenfible 
gravity. The fevere difcipline of the Perfian 
youth had been introduced by the eunuchs intd 
the Imperial palace ^ and fuch were the habits of 
patience which they had inculcated, that, during 
a dow and fultry march, he was never feen td 
move his hand towards his &ce> or to turn his 
eyes either to the right or to the left. - He waJ 
received by the niagiftrates and fenate of Rome ; 
and the emperor furveyed, with attention, the civil 
honours of the republic, and the confular images 
t)f the noble families. The ftreets were lined 

4» For the particulars of tlic yiCit of Conftahtiug to Rome, fee 
AmmianQs, 1. xvi. c. xo. We have only to add» that Themifiitlt 
was appointed dcpnty from Conllantinople, and that ht compoied 
ks fourth oration for this ceremony. 
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with an innumerable multitude. Their repeated ^xix^* 
acclamations expreffed their joy at beholdingr, w-^v^.^ 
after an abfence of thirty-two years, the facred , 
perfon of their fovereign ; and Conftantius him- 
fclf expreffed, with fome pleafantry, his affefted 
furprife that the human race fliould thus fuddenly 
be coUefted on the fame fpot. The fon of Con- 
ftantine was lodged in the ancient palace of 
Auguftus: he prefided in the fenate, harangued 
the people from the tribunal which Cicero had fo 
often afcended, aflifted with unufual courtefy at 
the games of the Circus, and accepted the crowns 
of gold, as well as the panegyrics which had been 
prepared for the ceremony by the deputies of the 
principal cities. His fliort vifit of thirty days 
was employed in viewing the monuments of art 
and power, which were fcattered over the feven 
hills and the interjacent valleys. He admired the 
awful majefty of the capitol, the vaft extent of 
the baths of Caracalla and Diocletian, the fevere 
fimplicity of the pantheon, the maffy greatnefs of 
the amphitheatre of Titus, the elegant archi- 
tefture of the theatre of Pompey and the Temple 
of Peace, and, above all, the ftately ftrudure of 
the Forum and column of Trajan; acknowledg- 
ing, that the voice of fame, fo prone to invent 
and to magnify, had made an inadequate report 
of the metropolis of the world. The traveller, 
who has contemplated the ruins of ancient Rome, 
may conceive fome imperfefl idea of the fenti- 
ments which they muft have infpired when they 
reared their heads in the fplendour of unfullied 
beauty. 

Vol. III. O The 
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^ XIX ^* '^^ fatisfaflion which Conftandus had received 
» -^- j» from this journey excited him to the generous 
^b7(k emulation of beftowing on the Romans fome me- 
morial of his own gratitude and munificence. 
His firft idea was to imitate the eqneflrian and 
coloffal ftatue which he had feen in the Forum of 
Trajan ; but when he had maturely weighed the 
difficulties of the execution**, he chofe rather ta 
embellifli the capital by the gift of an Egyptian 
obeliflc. In a remote but polilhed age,, which 
feems to have preceded the invention of alpha- 
betical writing, a great number of thefe obelifks. 
had been ereded, in the cities of Thebes and He* 
Eopolis, by the ancient fovereigns of Egypt,, 
in a juft confidence that the fimplicity of their 
form, and the hardnefs of their fubftance, would 
refift the injuries of time and violence *^ Several 
of thefe extraordinary columns had been tranf- 
ported to Rome by Auguftus znd his fucceflbrs, 
as the moft durable monuments of their power 
and vidory^} but there remained one obeliik^. 

^ Hormifdas, a- fugitiTC prince o{ Perfia^ obferved to the em- 
peror, that if he made fuch a horfe* he mnft thiok of preparing a 
limilar (table (the Forum of Trajan). Another faying of Hormif- 
das it recordied, *' that one thing only had dij^ajcd him> to find 
<« that men died at Rome ai well as elfewhere." If we adopt thif. 
reading of the text of Ammianus {dyptuwji inftead oiplacuijje)^ we 
may confider it as a reproof of Roman vanity^ The contiary fenftt- 
would be that of a miianthrope* 

♦J When Germanicus vifited the ancient monument of Thebes,, 
the eldcft of the pricfts explained to him the meaning of thefe hiero- 
glypbica. Tacit. Annal. iL c. 60. But it ieems probable* that be» 
fore the ufeful invention of an alphabet, thefe natural or arbitrary 
figns were the common charadert of the Egyptian nation. See 
Warburton's Divine Legation of Mofes, vol. iii. p. 69— 243 • 

44 See Plin. Hift. Natur. L xxzvi. c. i4« 1 5* 

which^ 
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which, from its fize or fanftity, efcaped for a long ^ HA p. 
time the rapacious vanity of the conquerors. It \_ ^-^ 
was defigned by Conftantine to addm his new 
city^j and, after being removed by his ordei* 
from the pedeftal where it flood before the Temple 
of the Sun at Heliopolis, was floated down the 
Nile to Alexandria; The death of Conftantine 
fufpended the execution of his purpofe, and this 
obeliik was deflined by his fon to the ancient 
capital of the empire. A veiTel of uncommon 
ftrength and capacioufiiefs was provided to con- 
vey this enormous weight of granite, at leaft an 
hundred and fifteen feet in length, from the 
banks of the Nile to thofe of the Tyber. The 
obelifk of Conftantius was landed about three 
miles from the city, and elevated, by the efforts 
of art and labour, in the great Circus of 
Rome **. 

The departure of Conftantius from Rome was pc Qsy- 
haftened by the alarming intelligence of the Sarmatian 
diftrefs and danger of the lUyrian provinces. a*d. 357 
The diflradions of civil war, and the irreparable 35^*359* 
lofs which the Roman legions had fuftained ii^ 
the battle of Murfa, expofed thofe countries, 
almofl without defence, to the light cavalry of 

45 Ammian. Marcellin. ]. xvii. c. 4. He gives ui a Greek inter* 
preUtion of the hieroglyphics, and his commentator Lindenbro- 
gins adds a Latin tnrcription» which » in twenty Terfes of the age of 
Conftantius, contain a (hort hiftory of the obelifk. 

^ See Donat. Roma Antiqua. 1. ill. c. 14. L it. c« it* and the 
learned, though confiifcd, Diifertattoft of Baigsus on Obeliflct, in* 
ferted in the fourth volume of Gnevius^s Roman Antiquities^ 
p, ZS97-— Z936. This Diflertation is dedicated to Pope Sixtps V« 
who erefied the obeliik of Conftantius in the iquare before the pa- 
triarchal church of St. John Lateraa. 

O2 the 
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CHAP, the Barbarians ; and particularly to the inroads 
Ui.iv^ ^f ^^^ Quadi, a fierce and powerful nation, who 
feem to have exchanged the inftitutions of Ger- 
many for the arms and military arts of their Sar- 
matian allies*^. The garrifons of the frontier 
were infufEcient to check their progrcfs ; and the 
indolent monarch was at length compelled -to 
affemble, from the extremities of his dominions, 
the flower of the Palatine troops, to take the 
field in perfon, and to employ a whole campaign, 
with the preceding autumn and the enfuing 
fpring, in the ferious profecution of the war. 
The emperor pafled the Danube on a bridge of 
boats, cut in pieces all that encountered his 
march, penetrated into the heart of the country 
of the Quadi, and feverely retaliated the calami- 
ties which they had inflifted on the Roman pro- 
vince. The difmayed Barbarians were foon re- 
duced to fue for peace : they offered the reftitution 
of his captive fubjefts, as an atonement for the 
paft, and the nobleft hoftages as a pledge of their 
future conduft. The generous courtefy which 
was fcewn to the firft among their chieftains who 
implored the clemency of Conftantius, encou- 
raged the more timid, or the more obftinate, to 
imitate their example ; and the Imperial camp was 
crowded with the princes and ambaffadors of the 
mod diftant tribes, who occupied the plains of 
the Leffer Poland, and who might have deemed 
themfelves fecure behind the lofty ridge of the 
Carpathian mountains. While Conftantius gave 

47 The events of this Quadian and Sarmatlan war are related bjr 
Ammianuiy xvi. lo. xvii. 129 13. xix. iz. 

I lawg 
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laws to the Barbarians beyond the Danube, he CHAP, 
diftinguifhed with fpedous compaffion the Sar- 
matian exiles, who had been expelled from their 
native country by the rebellion of their flaves, 
and who formed a very confiderable acceffion to 
the power of the Quadi. The emperor, em- 
bracing a generous but artful fyftem of policy, 
releafed the Sarmatians from the bands of thds 
humiliating dependence, and reftored them, by 
a feparate treaty, to the dignity of a nation 
imitcd under the government of a king, the friend 
and ally of the republic. He declared his refo- 
lution of afferting the juftice of their caufe, and 
of fecuring the peace of the provinces by the ex- 
tirpation, or at leaft the banifhment, of the Li- 
migantes, whofe manners were dill infeded with 
the vices of their fervile origin. The execution 
of this defign was attended with more difficulty 
than glory. The territory of the Limigantes was 
protefted againft the Romans by the Danube, 
againft the hoftile Barbarians by the Teyfs.* The 
marlhy lands which lay between thofe rivers, and 
were often covered by their inundations, formed 
an intricate wildemefs pervious only to the inha- 
bitants, who were acquainted with its fecret paths 
and inacceffible fortrelTes. On the approach of 
Conftantius, the Limigantes tried the efficacy of 
prayers, of fraud, and of arms ; but he fternly 
rejeded their fupplications, defeated their rude 
ftratagems, and repelled with (kill • and firmnefs 
the effiDrts of their irregular valour. One of 
their moft warlike tribes, eftablifhed in a fmall 
ifland towards the conflux of the Teyfs and the 
O 3 Danube, 
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CHAP. Danube, confented to pafs the river with .the in- 
tentioii of furpriling the emperor during the 
fecurity of an amicable conference. They foon 
became the vidtims of the perfidy which they 
meditated. Encompaffed on every fide, tram- 
pled down by the cavalry, flaughtcred by the 
fwords of the legions, they difdained to aflc for 
mercy; and with an undaunted countenance ftill 
grafped their weapons in the agonies of death. 
After this victory a qonfiderable body of Romans 
was landed on the oppofite banks of the Danube ; 
the Taifalae, a Gothic tribe engaged in the fervice 
of the empire, invaded the Limigantes on the 
fide of the Teyfs; and their former matters, the 
free Sarm^tians, animated by hope and revenge, 
penetrated through the hilly country into the heart 
pf their ancient poffeffions. A general conflagration 
revealed the huts of the Barbarians, which were 
feated in the dep^h of the wildernefs ; and the 
foldier fought with confidence on marfhy ground, 
y^hich it was dangerous for him to tread. In this 
extremity the braveft of the Limigantes were re- 
folved to die in arms, rather than to yield; but 
the milder fentiment, enforced by the authority 
of their elders, at length prevailed ; and the 
fuppliant crowd, followed by their wives and 
children, repaired to the Imperial camp, to learR 
their fate from the mouth of the conqueror. 
After celebrating his own clemency, which was 
ftill inclined to pardon their repeated crimes, and 
to fpare the remnant of a guilty . nation. Con- 
ftantius affigned for the place of their exile a re-r 
mote country, where they might enjoy a fafe and 

honourable 
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honourable repofe. The Limigantes obeyed with CHA.P, 
reludance; but before they could reach, at lead u-J-ui 
before they could occupy, their deftined habita- 
tions, they returned to the banks of the Danube, 
exaggerating the hardihips of their fituation, and 
requefting, with fervent profeffions of fidelity, 
that the emperor would grant them an undifturb- 
ed fettlement within the limits of the Roman 
provinces. Inftead of confuking his own ex- 
perience of their incurable perfidy, Conftantius 
liftened to his flatterers, who were ready to repre- 
fent the honour and adrantage of accepting a 
colony of foldiers, at a time when it was much 
•eafier to obtain the pecuniary contributions, than 
the military fervice of the fubjefts of the empire. 
The Limigantes were permitted to pafs the Da- 
jiube; and the emperor gave audience to the 
multitude in a large plsdn near the modem city of 
Buda. They furrounded the tribunal, and feera- 
ed to hear with refpeft an oration full of mildnefs 
and dignity; when one of the Barbarians, caft- ' 

ing his fhoe into the air, exclaimed with a loud 
voice, Marba I Marha ! a word of defiance, which 
w'as received as the fignal of the tumult. They 
rufhed with fury to feize the perfon of the cm- 
peror; his royal throne and golden couch were 
pillaged by thefc rude hands ; but the faithful 
defence of his guards, who died at his feet, ?.llow- 
^d him a moment to mount a fleet horfe, and to 
efcape from the confufion. The difgrace which 
had been incurred by a treacherous furprife was 
foon retriey<;d by the numbers and difcipline of 
the Romans ; and the combat was only tenrunated 

O 4 by 
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c H \ P. by the extinflion of the name and nation of the 

XIX 

\„0^yr^ Limigantes. The free Sarmatians were reinftated 
in the polTeirion of their ancient feats ; and al- 
though Conftantius dillrufted the levity of their 
charadler, he entertained fome hopes that a fenfe 
of gratitude might influence their future condufit. 
He had remarked the lofty ftature and obfequiaus 
demeanour of Zizais, one of the nobleft of thehr 
chiefs. He conferred on him the title of King; 
and Zizais proved that he was not unworthy to 
reign, by a fincere and lading attachment to the 
intereft of his benefador, who, after this fplendid 
fuccefs, received the name of Sarmaticus from the 
acclamations of his viftorious army *'. 
The Per- While the Roman emperor and the Perfian 
ciatTon, monarch, at the diftance of three tboufand miles, 
AD. 158. defended their extreme limits againft the Bar- 
barians of the Danube and of the Oxus, their 
intermediate frontier experienced the vicillitudes 
of a languid war, and a precarious truce. Two 
of the Eaftem minifters of Conftantius, the Prae- 
torian prxfeft Mufonian, whofe abilities were 
difgraced by the want of truth and integrity, and 
Caffian duke of Mefopotamia, a hardy and vete- 
ran foldier, opened a fecret negociation with the 
Satrap Tamfapor*'. Thefe overtures of peace, 
^ tranflated into the fervile and flattering language 
of Afia, were tranfmitted to the camp of the 
Great King; who refolved to figniiy, by an am- 

*• Genti Sarmatarum magno decori confidens apiid eoa regcm 
dedit: Aurclius Vidlor, In a pompous oration pronounced by 
Conftantius hin.fdf, he expatiates on his own exploits with much 
v;(Rity» and fome truth, 

•^9 Ammiaiit xvi. 9, 

baflador, 
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baffador, the terms which he was inclined to ^xi^'* 
grant to the fuppliant Romans. Narfes, whom 
he invefted with that charaSer, was honourably 
received in his paffage through Antioch and Con- 
ftantinople : he reached Sirmium after a long jour- 
ney, and, at his firft audience, refpeftfuUy un- 
folded the filken veil which covered the haughty 
epiftle of his fovereign. Sapor, King of Kings, 
and Brother of the Sun and Moon (fuch were 
the lofty titles affeded by Oriental vanity), ex- 
prcffed his fatisfeftion that his brother, Conftan- 
rius.Cadar, had been taught wifdom by adver- 
fity. As the lawful fuccefTor of Darius Hyftafpes, 
Sapor afferted, that the river Strymon in Mace- 
donia was the true and ancient boundary of his 
empire ; declaring, however, that as an evidence 
of his moderation, he would content himfelf 
with the provinces of Armenia and Mefopotamia, 
which had been fraudulently extorted from his 
anceftors. He alleged, that, without the rc- 
ftitution of thefe dil'puted countries, it was im- 
poflible to eftablifh any treaty on a folid and per- 
manent bafis; and he arrogantly threatened, that 
if his ambaifador returned in vain, he was pre- 
pared to take the field in the fpring, and to fup- 
port the juftice of his caufe by the ftrength of his 
invincible arms* Narfes, who was endowed with 
the mod polite and amiable manners, endeavour- 
ed, as far as was confiftent with his duty, to foften 
the harfhnefs of the mcffage '^ Both the flyle 

and 

'o Ammianus (xvii. 5O tranfcribes the haughty letter. The* 
miftius (Orat* iv. p. 57. edit. Pctav.) takes notice of the filk cover- 
ing. 
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and fubitance w&re maturely weighed in the Im- 
perial council, and he was difmifTed with the 
following anfwer: ^' Conftantius had a right to 
'^ difclaim the officioufiiefs of his miniflers, who 
^ had a£ted without any fpecific orders from the 
' throne : he was not, however, averfe to an 
^ equal and honourable treaty ; but it was highly 
* indecent, as well as abfurd, to propofe to the 
** fole and viSorious emparor of the Roman 
world, the fame conditions of peace which he 
had indignantly rejected at the time when his 
power was contrafted within the narrow limits 
of the Eaft: the chance of arms was uncertain; 
and Sapor (hould recoiled, that if the Romans 
had fometimes been vanquifhed in battle, they 
had almoft always been fuccefsful in the event 
of the war/' A few days after the departure 
of Narfes, three ambaiiadors were fent to the 
court of Sapor, who was already returned from 
the Scythian expedidon to his ordinary refldence 
of Ctefiphon. A count, a notary, -and a fophift, 
had been fele&ed for this important cottimiflion; 
and Conftantius, who was fecretly anxious for the 
conclufion of the peace, entertained fome hopes 
that the dignity of the firft of thefe minifters, 
the dexterity of the fecond, and the rhetoric of 
the third'', would perfuade the Kerfian monarch 

to 

Ing. IdMius and Zonara^ mention the journey of the ambalFador; 
and Peter the Patrician Tin Excerpt. Legat. p. aS.) has infornaed us 
lOf his conciliating behaviour, 

. 51 Aoimianus, xvii. 5. and Valelius ad loc. The fophd, or phi. 
lofopher (in that age thefe words were alaK>ft fynonymous), was 
Euftathius tbe.Cappadocian, the difciple of Jamblichns, and the 
friend of St. Bafil. Eunapius (in Vit. iEdefiij p. 44*^47.) fondif 

attributes 
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to abate the rigour of his demands. But the chap. 
progrefs of their negocdation was oppofed and de- l ^-^t^ 
feated by the hoftile arts of Antoninus **, a Ro- 
man fubjed of Syria, who had fled from oppref- 
fion, and was admitted into the councils of Sapor, 
and even to the royal table, where, according to 
the cuftom of the Perfians, the moft important 
bufinefs was frequently difcufTed"* The dex- 
terous fugitive promoted his intereft by the fam« 
condu£l which gratified his revenge. He incef- 
fantly urged the ambition of his new mafter, to 
embrace the favourable opportunity when the 
braveft of the Palatine troops were employed with 
the emperor in a diftant war on the Danube. He 
prefled Sapor to invade the exhaufted and defence- 
lefs provinces of the Eaft, with the numerous ar- 
mies of Perfia, now fortified by the alliance and 
acceflion of the fiercefl Barbarians. The ambaf- 
fadors of Rome ' retired without fuccefs, and a 
fecond embafly of a flill more honourable rank, 
was detained in flrift confinement, and threatened 
either with death or exile. 

attributes to this pbilolbphic ambaflkdor the glory of enchanting the 
Barbanan king by the perfualive charms of reafon and eloquence. 
See Tillcmont, Hiit. des Empereiirs, torn. iv. p. S28. xija. 

s^ Ammian. xviii. 5» 6. S. The decent and refpetfiful befaaTiour 
of Antoninus towards the Roman general fcts him in a very intereft* 
ing light i and Ammianus hiipfelf fpcaks of the traitor with fome 
compaffiou and efteem. 

n This circumftance, as it is noticed by Ammianus, ferves to 
prove the veracity of Herodotus (1. i. c. 133.) » and the permanency 
pf the Perfian manners. In every age the Perfians have been ad** 
dided to intemperance, and the wines of Shiraz have triumphed 
over the law of Mahomet. Briifon de Regno J^erf. 1. ii. p. 46a— 
47a. and Chardii), Voyages en Perfe, torn, iii, p. 90. 

The 
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CHAP. The military hiftorian '% who was himfelf dif- 
y_ - -' ^ patched to obferve the anny of the Perlians, as 
^f vr'f" ^^y ^^^^ preparing to conftruft a bridge of boats 
potamia over the Tigris, beheld from an eminence the 
A. DISSS' P"^"^ ^^ Aflyriai as far as the edge of the horizon, 
covered with men, with horfes, and with arms. 
Sapor appeared in the front, confpicuous by the 
fplendor of his purple. On his left hand, the 
place of honour among the Orientals, Grumbates, 
king of the Chionites, difplayed the ftem coun- 
tenance of an aged and renowned warrior. The 
monarch had referved a fimilar place on his right 
hand for the king of the Albanians, who led his 
independent tribes from the fhores of the Cafpian. 
The fatraps and generals were diftributed ac- 
cording to their feveral ranks, and the whole 
army, befides the numerous train of Oriental 
luxury, confided of more than one hundred thou- 
fand effeftive men, inured to fatigue, and feleft- 
ed from the braveft nations of Afia. The Ro- 
man deferter, who in fome meafure guided the 
councils of Sapor, had prudently advifed, that, 
inftead of wafting the fummer in tedious and dif- 
ficult fieges, he Ihould march diredly to the Eu- 
phrates, and prefs forwards without delay to feizc 
the feeble and wealthy metropolis of Syria. But 
the Perfians were no fooner advanced into the 
plains of Mefopotamia, than they difcovered that 
every precaution had been ufed which could re- 
tard their progrefs, or defeat their defign. The 
inhabitants, with their cattle, were fecured in 

^H Ammian. 1. xviii. 6, 7, 2, 10. 

places 
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places of ftrength, the green forage through- ^Hj^^* 
out the country was fet on fire, the fords of 
the river were fortified by fharp flakes; mili- 
tary engines were planted on the oppofite banks, 
and a feafonable fwell of the waters of the Eu- 
phrates deterred the Barbarians from attempting 
the ordinary paffage of the bridge of Thapfacus. 
Their fkilful guide, changing his plan of opera- 
tions, then conduced the army by a longer cir- 
cuit, but through a fertile territory, towards the 
head of the Euphrates, where the infant river is 
reduced to a fhallow and-acceflible (beam. Sapor 
overlooked, with prudent difdain, the ftrength of 
Nifibis; but as he pafled under the walls of 
Amida, he refolved to try whether the majefty of 
his prefence would not awe the garrifon into im* 
mediate fubmiffion. The facrilegious infult of a 
random dart, which glanced againft the royal 
tiara, convinced him of his error ; and the indig- 
nant monarch liftened with impatience to the 
advice of his minifters, who conjured him not to 
facrifice the fuccefs of his ambition to the gratifi- 
cation of his refentment. The following day 
Grumbates advanced towards the gates with a fe- 
led body of troops, and required the inftant fur- 
render of the city, as the only atonement which 
could be accepted for fuch an a£t of raflinefs and 
infolence. His propofals were anfwered by a ge- 
neral difcharge, and his only fon, a beautiful and 
valiant youth, was pierced Arough the heart by 
a javelin, fhot from one of the baliftae. The fu- 
neral of the prince of the Chionites was celebrated 
according to the rites of his country j and the 

grief 
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CHAP, grief of his aged father was alleviated by the fo^ 
lemn proipife of Sapor, that the guilty city of 
Armida fhould ferve as a funend pile to expiate 
the death, and to perpetuate Ac memory, of his 
fon. 

Siege of The ancient dty of Amid or Amida", which 

fometimes afTumes die provincial appellation of 
Diarbekir^% is advantageoufly fituate in a fertile 
plain, watered by the natural and artificial chan- 
nels of the Tigris, of which the Icaft inconfider- 
able flream bends in a femicircular form roimd the 
eafbem part of the dty. The emperor Conflan- 
tins had recently conferred on Amida the honour 
of his own name, and the additional fortifications 
of fbx>ng walk and lofty towers. It was provided 
with an arfenal of military engines, and the ordi- 
nary garrifon had been reinforced to the amount 
of feven legions, when the place was invefled by 
the arms of Sapor''. His firfl and moft fan- 
guine hopes depended on the fuccels of a general 

5f For the dcfcription of Amidift.fee d'Herbelot, Ba>Iiotheqiie 
Orieatale, p. zoS. Hiftoirc dc Timur Bec» par Ctaerefecidia Ali^ 
1. iii. c. 41* Ahmed Arabfiadcs, torn. L p. 331. c. 43. Voyages 
dc TaTernier, torn. i. p. 301. Voyages d'Otter, torn. ii. p, 273. 
and Voyages de Nkbuhr, torn. ii. p. 3x4— 5s8; The laft of thefc 
travellers, a learned and accurate Dane, has gJTcn a plan of Amida, 
which illtiftrates the operations of the fiege. 

5* Diarbekir, whrch is ftiledAmfd, or Kara- Amid, in the public 
writings of the Turks, contains ab0ve ntf^ooo houfts, and is the re- 
fidence of a paiha with three tails. The epithet of A«r« is derived 
from the bhcktufiof the ftone which compofes the ilrong and an- 
cient wall of Amida. 

^ The operations of the fiege* of Amida are very minutely de> 
Icribed by Ammianus (xiz. i«^.}, who aded an honourable part in 
the defence, and efcapcd with difficulty when the city was ftorm- 
edbythcPcrfiani. 

aflault* 
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aflault. To the feveral nations which followed chap. 
his ftandard their refpeftive pods were affigned ; " 
the fouth to the Vertas, the north to the Alba- 
nians, the eafl: to the Chionites, inflamed with 
grief and indignation ; the weft to the Segeftans, 
the braveft of his warriors, who covered their 
fpont with a formidable line of Indian elephants ^. 
The Perfians, on every fide, fupported their ef- 
forts, and animated their courage; and the mo- 
narch himfelf, carelefs of his rank and fafety, dif- 
playedj in the profecution of the fiege, the ardor 
of a youthful foldier. After an obftinate combat, 
the Barbarians were repulfcd; they inceflantly 
returned to the charge; they were again driven 
back with a dreadful llaugfater, and two rebel le- 
gions of Gauls, who had been banilhed into the 
Eaft, fignalized their undifciplined courage by a 
no£himaI fally into the heart of the Perfian camp* 
In one of the fierceft of thefc repeated aflaults^ 
Amida was betrayed by the treachery of a de- 
ferter, who indicated to the Barbarians a fecret 
and neglefted ftaircafe, fcooped out of the rock 
that hangs over the ftream of the Tigris. Se- 
venty chofen archers of the royal guard afcended 
in filence to the third ftory of a lofty tower which 

s* Of thefc four nation«> the Albanians arc too well known'to re- 
quire any dcfciiption. The Segeftana inhabited a large and level 
country^ which ftill preferves their name» to the fouth of Khorafan». 
and the weft of Hindoftan (fee Geographia Nubieniiay. p. 135. and 
d'Herbelot, Bibliotheque Onentale» p. 797.) Nvtwithftandtng the 
boafted vidlory of Bahrain (toI. i. p. 4>o)i the Segeftana, aboTC 
fdurfcore years afterwards, appear as an independent nation, the 
aHy of PerSa. We are ignorant of the fituation of th# Vert« and 
Chionites, but I am inclined to place them (at leaft the latter) to* 
wards the confines of India and Scythia. See Ammiao. xvi. 9. 

5 com* 
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c^AP. commanded the precipice; they elevated on high 
the Perfian banner, the fignal of confidence to the 
alTailants, and of difmay to the befieged ; and if 
this devoted band could have maintained their 
poll a few minutes longer, the redudion of the 
place might have been purchafed by the facrifice 
of their lives^ After Sapor had tried, vdthout 
fuccefs, the efficacy of force and of ftratagem, he 
had recourfe to the flower but more certain ope- 
rations of a regular fiege, in the conduct of which 
he was inftrufted by the (kill of the Roman de- 
ferters. The trenches were opened at a conve- 
nient diftance, and the troops deilined for that 
fervice advanced imder the portable cover of 
ftrong hurdles, to fill up ihe ditch, and imder- 
mine the foundations of the walls. Wooden 
towers were at the fame time conftru£ted, and 
moved forwards on wheels, till the foldiers, who 
were provided with every fpecies of milfile wea- 
pons, could engage almoft on level ground with 
the troops who defended the rampart. Every 
mode of rcfiftahce which art could fuggeft, or 
courage could execute, was employed in the de- 
fence of Amida, and the works of Sapor were 
more than once deftroyed by the fire of the Ro- 
mans. But the refources of a befieged city may 
be exhaufted. The Perfians repaired their loffes, 
and pufhed their approaches j a large breach was 
made "by the battering ram, and the (Irength of 
the garrifon, wafted by the fword and by difeafe, 
yielded to the fury of the affault. The foldiers, 
the citizens, their wives, their children, all who 

had 
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had not time to efcape through th^ oppofite gate, C H A p^ 
were involved by the conquerors in a promifcuous \ ^-^ [_t 
maffacre. 

But the ruin of Amida was the fafety of the Of Sin. 
Roman provinces. As foon as the firft tranfports aTd. s6o, 
of viftory had fubfided. Sapor was at leifure to 
refleft, that to chaftife a difobedient city, he had 
loft the flower of his troops, and the moft favour- 
able feafon fot conqueft". Thirty thoufand of 
his veterans had follen under the walls of Amida, 
during the continuance of a fiege which lafted 
feventy-three days ; and the difappointed mo- 
narch returned to his capital with affefted triumph 
and fecret mortification. It was more than pro- 
bable, that the inconftancy of his. Barbarian allies 
was tempted to relinquifh a war in which they 
had encountered fuch unexpefted difficulties j' and 
that the aged king of the Chionites, fatiated with 
revenge, turned away with horror from a fcene 
of attion where he had been deprived of the hope 
of his family and nation* The ftrength as well as 

9 Ammijuitts has marked the chronolo^ of this year bf three 
ftgns, which do not pcrftr^iUy coincide with each other, or with the 
fcrics of the hiftory. i. The corn was ripe when Sapor invaded 
McfopotaniTa ; /« Cum jam ftipuli flavente turgercivt ;'* a circutn- 
ftance, which^ in the latitu^'e of Alfppo, would naturally refer us 
to the ixionth of April or May See Harmer's Obfervations on 
Scripture, vol. i. p. 4i« Shaw*» Travels, p. 535. edit. 4to. a. The 
pr<igref6 of Sapor was checked by the overBowmgof the £uphratC9, 
which generally happens in July and Augufl. Plin. Hift. Nat. ▼. 
ii. Viaggi di Pletro dcUa Valle, torn. i. p. 696. 3. When Sapor 
had taken Amida, after a fiege of feventy- three days, the autumo 
was far advanced. ** Aiitumno precipiti hsedorumque improbo 
«* fidere extoto.*' To reconcile thefe apparent contradi^ibns, w« 
mult allow for foTtic dehy in the PerBan king, fome inaccuracy itt 
the biftorian, and fome diforder in the feafoas. 

'Vol. m. P fpirit 
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c "AP- fpirit of the army with which Sapor took the .field 
w^p-w in the enfuing fpring, was no longer equal to the 
unbounded views of his ambition. Inflead of 
afpiring to the conqueft of the £aft» he was ob- 
liged to content himfelf with the redudion of 
two fortified cities of Mefopotamia, Singara and 
Bessabde ^"^ \ the one fituate in the nudfl of a landy 
ddfert, the other in a fmall peninfula, furrounded 
admoft on every fide by the deep and rapid (bream 
of the Tigris. Five Roman legions, of the di- 
minutive fize, to which they had been reduced 
in the age of Conflantine, were made prifoners,. 
and fent into remote captivity on the jextreme 
confines of Perfia. After difmantling the walls 
of Singara, the ccmqueror abandoned that foli- 
tary and fequeftered place; but he carefully re- 
ftored the fortifications of Bezabde, and fixed in 
that important poft a garrifon or colony of ve- 
terans ; amply fupplied with every means of de- 
fence^ and animated by high fentiments of hp- 
nour and fidelity. Towards the clofe of the cam* 
paign, the arms of Sapor incurred fome difgrace 
by an imfuccefsful enterprife againft Virtha, or 
Tecrit, a ftrong, or as it was univerfally eftcemed 
till the age of Tamerlane, an impregnable for- 
trefs of the independent Arabs ^« 

6^ The account of tliefe fieges is given by Ammunus, xx. 
6, 7. 

6( For the identity of VirthA and Tecrit, lee d Anvilie, Geo- 
graphie Ancieime^ torn. ii. p. sox. For the fiege of that caille by 
Timur Bee, or Tamerlane, fee Cherefeddio, 1. iii. c. 33. The 
jpcrfian biographer exaggerates the tnerit and difficulty of this ex. 
ploit. which delivered the caravAOS of Bagdad from ii formidable 
gangof robbcM. 

The 
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The defence of the Eaft againft the artns of chap. 
Sapor, required, and would have exercifed, the i..-,^^ 
abilities of the nioft confummate general ; and it Conduft 
feemed fortunate for the ftate,, that it was th6 komaas< 
adual province of the brave Urficinus, who alone 
deferved the confidence of the foldiers and people. - 
In the hour of danger, Urficinus^* was removed 
from his ftation by the intrigues of the eunuchs ; 
and the military command of the Eaft was be^ 
flowed, by the fame influence, on Sabinian, a 
wealthy and fubtle veteran, who had attained the 
infirmities, without acquiring the experience, of 
age. By a fecond order, which iffued from the 
fame jealous and inconftant counfels, Urficinu& 
was again difpatched to the frontier of Mefopo- 
tamia, and condemned to fuftain the labours of a 
war, the honours of which had been transferred 
to his unworrfiy rival. Sabinian fixed his indo- 
lent ftation under the walls of Edefla; and while 
he amufed himfelf with the idle parade of military 
exercife, and moved to the found of flutes in the 
Pyrrhic dance, the public defence was abandoned 
to the boldnefs and diligence of the former gene- 
ral of the Eaft. But whenever Urficinus recom- 
mended any vigorous plan of operations; when 
• he propofed, at the head of a light and aftive 
army, to wheel round the foot of the mountains, 
to intercept the convoys of the enemy, to harafs 
the wide extent of the Perfian lines, and to re- 

^ Ammianus (xviii. 5, 6. xix. 3. xx. a.) reprefents the merit and 
dHgraee of Urfidnus ^ith that faithful attention which a foldier 
. owed to bis general. 'Some partiality may be fufpedted^ yet the 
whole account is confident and probable. 

?2 lieve 
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^xix.^' lieve the diflrefs of Amida; the timid and di- 
V-v-^ vious commander alleged, that he was reftrained 
by his pofitive orders from endaifgerbg the fefcty 
^ of the troops. Amida was at length taken ; its 
braveft defenders, who had efcaped the fword of 
the Barbaiians, died in the Roman camp by the 
hand of the executioner; and Urficinus himfelf, 
after fupporting the difgrace of a partial enquiry, 
was punifhed for the mifcondud of Sabinian by 
the lofs of his military rank. But Conilantius 
foon experienced the truth of the prediftion which 
honeft indignation had extorted from his injured 
lieutenant, that as long as fuch maxims of go- 
vernment were fufFered to prevail, the emperor 
himfelf would find it no eafy talk to defend his 
eaftem dominions from the invafion of a foreign 
enemy. When he had fubdued or pacified die 
Barbarians of the Danube, Conftantius proceeded 
by flow marches into the Eaft j and after he had 
wept over the fmoking ruins of Amida, he formed, 
with a powerful army, the fiege of Bezabde. The 
walls were fliaken by the reiterated efforts of the 
moft enormous of the battering-rams ; the town 
was reduced to the laft extremity ; but it Was ftill 
defended by the patient and intrepid valour of the 
garrifon, till the approach of the rainy feafon ob- 
liged the emperor to raife the fiege, and inglo- 
rioufly to retreat into his winter-quarters at An-- 
tioch*'. The pride of Conftantius, and the in* 

genuity 

6} Amtniaa.nr. xi. Omiifo v&no incepto, hicaiatiinis Antiochi« 

, r^tt inSyriam 2rutntio(ain, perpefius et ukrnim fed et atrociay 

diuqiie deflf nda. It it thus that James Gronoviua haa reftoird aa 

obicin-e paflage ; and he thinks that this correclion alone would have 

deferred 
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genuity of his courtiers, were at a lofs to dlf- 
cover any materials for panegyric in the events cf 
the Perfian war; while the glory of his coufil^ 
Julian, to whofe military command he had en* 
trufted thp provinces of Gaul, was proclaimed to 
the world in the fimple and concife narrative of 
his exploits. 

In the blind fury of civil difcord, Conftantius invafion 
had abandoned to the Barbarians of Germany the 
countries of Gaul, which ftill acknowledged the 
authority of his rival. A numerous fwarm of 
Franks and Alemanni were invited to crofs the 
Rhine by prefents and promifes, by the hopes of 
fpoil, and by a perpetual grant of all the terri- 
tories which they fliould be able to fubdue **. But 
the emperor, who for a temporary fervice ha^ 
thus imprudently provoked the rapacious fpirit of 
the Barbarians, foon difcovered and lamented the 
difficulty of difmiiling thefe formidable allies, 
after they had fafted the richnefs of the Roman 
foil. Regardlefs of the nice diftinftion of loyalty 
and rebellion, thefe undifciplined robbers treate4 
as their natural enemies all the fubjedts of the em* 
pirc, who poffeifed any property which they were 
defirous of acquiring. Forty-five flourifhing cir 
ties, Tongres, Cologne, Treves, Wonns, Spires, 
Strafburgh, &c. befides a far greater number of 



defervcd a new edition of his author ; whofc fenfc may now be 
darkly perceived. I expected fome additional light from the recent 
labours of the learned Ernellus (Lipfix, 177 j.)* 

^* rhe ravages of the Germans, and the diltrefs of Gaul, may be 
colledked from Julian himfelf. Orat. ad 8. P. Q^ Athen. p. 477. 
Ammian. xv. u. Libsnius, Orat. x. Zofimus, I. iii. p. 140. So. 
;^omen,i 1« iii. c. x. 
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CHAP, towns and villages, were pillaged, and for the 
^ r-u-w moft part reduced to aihes.. vjhe Barbarians of 
Germany, ftill faithful to the maxims of their an- 
ce|tors, abhorred the confinement of walls, to 
which they applied the odious names of prifons 
and fepulchres ; and fixing their independent ha- 
bitations on the banks of rivers, the Rhine, the 
Mofelle, and the Meufe, they fecured themfelves 
againft the danger of a furprife, by a rude and 
hafty fortification of large trees, which were felled 
and thrown acrofs the roads. The AJeminni 
were eftabliflied in the modem countries of Al- 
' face and Lorraine ; the Franks occupied the iiland 
of the Batavians, together with an extcnfive dit 
tria of Brabant, whith was then known by the 
appellation of Toxandria^S and may deferve to 
be confidered, as the original feat of their Gallic 
monarchy**'. From the fources, to the nuSuth, 
of ^he Rhine, the gonquefts of the Germans ex- 
tended above forty miles to the weft of that river, 
over a country peopled by colonies of their own 

*s Ammianus (xvi, 8.)- This name feems to be derived from 
tht Toxandri of Pliny, and very ftequently occurs in the hiftories of 
the middle ajie. Toxandria was a country of woods and morafles, 
which extent) ed from the neighbourhood of Tongres to the conAux 
of the Vahal and the Rhine. See Valefiup, Notit. GalHar.'p. 558. 

66 The paradox of P. Danies, that the Franks never obtained 
any permanent fettlement on this fide of the Rhine before the time 
of Clovis, is refuted with much learning and good fenfe by M. Biet, 
lyho has proved 1 by a chain of evidence, their uninterrupted pof- 
feiTion of Toxandria one hundred and thirty years before the accef- 
fion of Clovis. The Didertation of M. Diet was crowned by the 
Academy of Spiifons, in the year 1736, and feems to have been 
judly preferred lo the difcourfc of his more celebrated competitor, 
the *Abbe le Bocuf, an antiquarian^ wbofc name was ^appily ex* 
preflive of his talcpts* 

name 
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name and nation; and the fcene of thdr de- ^5,^^- 
vaftations was three times more extenfive than u-^v-^ 
that of their conquefts. At a ftill greater diftance 
the open towns of Gaul were deferted, and the 
inhabitants of the fortified cities, who trulted to 
their ftraigth and vigilance, were obliged to con- 
tent themfelves with fuch fupplies of com as they 
could raife on the vacant land within the inclofure 
of their walls. The diminilhed legions, deftitute 
of pay and provifions, of arms and di/cipline, 
trembled at the approach, and even at the name, 
of the Barbarians. 

Under thefe melancholy circumftances, an un^ Conduft 
experienced youth was appointed to iave and to ^^J"'****- 
^von the provinces of Gaul, or rather, as he 
exprefles it faimfelf, to exhibit the vain image of 
Imperial greatnels. The redred fchohilic edu« 
cation of Julian, in which be had boen more con- 
verfant with books than with arms, with the 
dead than with the living, left him in profound 
ignorance of the pra&ical arts of war and govem-^ 
ment; and when he awkwardly repeated Ibme 
military cxercife which it was neceflary for him to' 
learn, he exchimed with a figh, ** O Plato, 
" Plato, what a tafk for a philofophcr !" Yet ^ven 
this fpeculative philofophy, which men of bufi- 
nels are too apt to defpife, had Hlled the mind of 
Julian wkh the nobleft precepts, and the moft 
fhining examples ; had animated him with the 
love of virtue, the defire of fame, and the con- 
tempt of death. The habits of temperance re- 
eoimncndcd in the fchools, arc ftill more eflen- * 

P 4 tial 
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CHAP, tial in the fevere difcipline of a canip. The? 

u -^-_f fimple wants of nature regulated the nieafure of 
Ills food and lleep. Reje^ng with difdain the 
delicacies provided for his table, he iatisfied hi$ 
;ippetite with the coapfe and common fare which 
was allotted to the meanefl: foldiers* During the 
rigour of a Gallic winter he never fuffered a fir^ 
in his bed-chamber; and after a iliort and interT 
rupted ilumber, he frequently rofe in the middle of 
the night from a carpet fpread on the floor, to 
^ifpatch any urgent bufmefs, to vifit his rounds^ 
or to {teal a few moments for the profecutioa of 
his favourite ftudies ^\ The precepts of elo- 
quence, which he had hitherto pradifed on fancied 
topics of declamation, were more ufefuUy ^>lie4 
to excite or to afluage the paflions of an armed 
multitude: and although Julian, from his early 
habits of converfadon and literature, was more he 
miliarly acquainted with the beantie^ of the Greek 
language, he had attained ^ competent ki^ow* 
ledge of the Latin tongue^. Smce Julian wa« 
not originally defigned for the chaiafber of a le«- 
giilator, or a judge, it is probable that the civil 
jurifprudence of the Romans had not engaged 
any confldcrable ihare of his attention; but he 

^ The private life of Julian in Gaul, and the fcvcrc difcipluie 
whith ht embraced, are tiifplayed by Ammianus (xvl. 5), who pio- 
ftfies to praife, and by Julian himfclf, who affcds to ridcul.c (M <ui. 
pogon, p. 340.)* A condad, which, in a prince of the houfe of 
ConfUntine, might juilly excite the fiirprifie of mankind. 

^ Aderat Latine quoque differenti fufficlcns fcrmo. Ammianus, 
mri. J. But Julian, educated in the fchools of Greece, always con- 
fidered the language of the Romans as a foreign and popular dialed, 
which he might ufe on neccflai7 pccafion^* 

. derived 
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derived from his {Julofophic ftudies an inflexible ^S,^^* 
r^ard for juftice, tempered by a dxTpoiidon tg v-y-^ 
clemency; the knowledge of the general priit^ 
xdples of equity and evidence, and the facuky of 
paudeotly inveftigating the mod intricate and te<» 
dtous queftions which could be propofed for hi« ' 
diicuifion, The ai^ures of policy^ and the. ope*^ , 
ratiooa of war, muft fubmit to the various acci- 
dents of ch-cumftance and charafler, and the un- . 
pradtif^d ihident will often be perplexed in the ap- 
plication of the moft perfed theory. But in the 
acquifitic^ oi this important fcience, Julian vrdz 
fUIUIisd by the active vigour of his own genius, as 
yreil as by the vnfdom and experience of SaUuft, 
2tn pffi(epr of rank, N^ho foon conceived a fincere 
attgchmi^nt for a prince fo worthy of his friend- 
Oiip; ^d whofe incorruptible integrity wa» 
^rned by the talent of infmuating the hs^ihe^ 
truths^ withoift wounding the delicacy of a royal 
carK 

Iqimediately after Julian had received the Hisiirft 
purple at Milan, he was fent into Gaul, with a *" oTuff 
feeUe retinue of three Ijundred and fi^ty foldiers, ^^- ^^ 
At Vienna, where he pafed a painful and anxioua 
wuiter^ in ihe hands of thofe minifters ta whom 
Conilantiu^ had entrufted the direction of his 
conduft, the Caefai was informed of the fiege and 

*5 We arc ignorant of thr a^u;^! office of this excellent minifter, 
whom Julian afterwards created prasreft of Ganl. SaHufk was 
fpeedify recalled by the jealoufy of the emperor j and we may jlill 
read a fvntible b^t pedantic difcourfe (p. 140 — 25 a.) » *n which Juh'aa 
deplores the lofs of fo valuable a friend, to whonri he acknowledges 
himftlf indebted for hU reputation. Sec La Blcterie, Preface a U 
Vie dc Jovieo, p. 2«« 
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CKAP. deliverance of Autun. That large and ancient 
u-^«^ cityj protefted only by a ruined wall and pulil- 
lanimous garrifon, tras favt^d by the generous rc- 
folution of a few veterans, who refomed their 
^ arms for the defence of their country. In his 
inarch from Autun, through the heart of the 
Gallic provinces, Julian embraced with ardour 
the earli^ft opportunity of fignalizing his courage. 
. At the head of a finall body of archers, and heavy 
cavalry, he preferred the (horter but the more 
dangerous of two roads; and fometimes eluding, 
and fometimes relifting the attacks of the Barba- 
frians, who were mafters of the fidd, he arnved 
with honour and iafety at the camp near Rheims, 
where the Roman troops had been ordered to af- 
iemble. The afped of their young prince re- 
vived the drooping fpirit of the foldiers, and.diey 
inarched from Rheims in fearch of the entmy, 
with a confidence which had almoft proved fatal 
to them. The Alemanni, familiarized to the 
knowledge of the country, fecretly coUeded their 
fcattered forces, and feizing the opportunity of a 
dark and lainy day, poured with unexpe&ed fiiry 
'on the rear-guard of the Romans. Before the in- 
evitable diforder could be remedied, two legions 
were deftroyed ; and Julian was taught by expe- 
rience, that caution and vigilance are the moft 
Important leffons of the art of war. In a fecond 
and more fuccefsfiil adion, he recovered and efta- 
bliflied his military fame ; but as the agility of the 
Barbarians faved them from the purfuit, his vie* 
tQiy was neither bloody nor decifive* He ad^ 
vanccd, however, to the banks of the Rhine, 
;• , furveyed 
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furveyed the ruins of Cologne, convinced hiihfdf ^5x6^' 
of the difficulties of the war, and retreated on the ^^r^^^Lm^ 
approach of vrinter, difcontented with the court,' 
with his army, and with his own fuccefs'^ The 
power of the enemy was yet unbroken ; and the 
Cscfar had no iboner feparated his troops, and fixed 
his own qimrters' at Sens, in the centre of Gaul, 
than he was furrounded and befieged by a* num^ 
rous hoft of Germans. Reduced in this extremity 
to the refources of his own mind, he difpiayed a 
prudent intrepidity which compenfated for all the 
deficieuces of the place and garrifon ; and the Bar- 
barians, at the end of thirty days, were obliged to 
retire with difappointed rage. 

The coaicious pride of Julian, who was in* nisf«coiid 
debted only to his fword for this fignal deii- a^D^m* 
verance, was embittered by the refle£tion, that 
he was abandoned, betrayed, and perhaps devoted 
to de(tru£tion, by thofe who were bound to aifiil 
him by every tie of honour and fidelity. Mar- 
cellus, mafter-general of the cavalry in Gaul, in- 
terpreting too ftriaiy the jealous orders of the 
court, bdield with fupine indifference the diftrefc 
of Julian^ and had retrained the troops under his 
command from marching to the relief of *Senfi. 
If the Caefar had diffembled in filence fo danger- 
ous an infult, bis perfon and authority would have 
been expofed to the contempt of the world ; and 
if an adion fo criminal had been fuffered to pali 

7^ Ammianus (xvi. i, 3.) appears much better fatisficd with the 
fucccfa of Ihi? firft campaign than Julian himfelf j who very fnfrly 
owns that he did nothing of conleqiience, and that he fled before 
the enemy. 

e with 
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^xix^* with impunity, the emperor would have confirmed 
Vp^vw the fufpicions, which received a very ipedous co- 
lour from his paft conduf}: towards the princes of 
the Flavian family, Marcellus was recalled, and 
gently difmilTed from his office''. In his room 
Severus was appointed general of the cavalry; 
an experienced foldier, of approved courage and 
fidelity, who could advife with refpeft, and ex&- 
f:ute with zeal; and who fubmitted^ without re- 
lu&ance, to the fupreme command which Julian, 
by the intereft of his ^atronefs Eufebia, at length 
obtained over the armies of Gaul '*• A very judi* 
cious plan of operations was adopted for the ap* 
proaching campaign. Julian himfeif, «Lt the head 
of the remains of the veteran bands, and of fome 
new levies which he had been permitted to form, 
boldly penetrated into the centre of the German 
cantoriments, and carefully re ejlablifhed the for* 
tifications of Saveme, in an advantageous pofl^ 
which would either check the incurfions, or in^^ 
tercept the retreat, of the enemy. At the lame 
time Barbatio, general of the infantry, advanced 
from Milan with an army of thirty thoufand men, 
and pafling the mountains, prepared to throw 4 
bridge over the Rhine, in the neighbourhood of 
Bafil. It was reafonable to exped that the Ale* 
manni, preffed on either fide by the Roman arms, 

f 71 Ammian. xvi. 7. Libanius fpeaks rather more adTantageouflf 
of the military talents of Marcellus, Orat. z. p. 171. And Julian 
tiffinuates, that he would uot have been fo eafily recalled^ onlefa he 
bad giTen other reafons of ofieoce to the court, p. ft7S. 

7» Severus, non difcors, non arrogans, (ed longa miHtiaB frugal!* 
tate compertiia ; ct eum reda pneeunteRi fecuturus, ut duAorem 
norigerus miles. Ammian. xvi. 11. Zofimu6, 1. iii. p, 140. 

would 
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Would foon be forced to evacuate the provinces of CHAP. 
Gaul, and to haflen to the defence of their native ^ ^^-^ 
country. But the hopes of the campaign were de« 
feated by the incapacity, or the envy, or the fecret 
iaftrudions, of Barbatio ; who ai^ed as if he had 
been the enemy of the Csefar, and the fecret ally 
of the Barbarians. The negligence with wKich he 
permitted a troop of jrillagers freely to pafs, and to 
return almoft bdbre the gates of his camp, may be 
imputed to his want of abilities ; but the treafon- 
able z6t of burning a number of boats, and a fu-^ 
pcrfluous flock of provifions, which would have 
been of the moft. eflential fervice to the army of 
Gaul, was an. evidence of bis hoflile and criminal 
mtentions. The Germans dcfpifed an enemy who 
appeared deftitute either of power or of inclinarion 
to offend them; and the ignominious retreat of 
Barbatio deprived Julian of the expedted fupport ; 
and left him to extricate himfelf from a hazardous 
fituation, where he could neither remain witH fafety, 
nor retire with honour ". 

As foon as they were delivered from the fears Battle of 
of invafion, the AJemanni* prepared to chaftife the turjh, 
Roman youth, who prefumed to difpute the pof- ^'^'J^^* 
feffion of that country, which they claimed as ' 
their own by the right of conquefl and of treaties. 
Tbey employed three days, and as many nights, 
in tranfporting over the Rhine their military 
powers. The fierce Chnodomar, fluking the 

fi On the d«ft|m and failure of the co-operatron bf tw«en Julhn 
tod Baibatioi ke Amxniaaus (zvi. 2i.}> and LibBaius, Orat. x* 

ponderous 
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CHAP* ponderous javelin, which he had viaorioufly^ 
y^-^'^ wielded againft the brother of Magnentius^ kd 
the van of the Barbarians, and moderated by his 
experience the martial ardour which his example 
infpred '\ He was followed by fix other kings, 
by ten princes of regal extraction, by a long train 
of high-fpirited nobles, and by thirty-five thou-* 
(and of the braveft warriors of the tribes of . Ger- 
many, The confidence derived from the view of 
their own ftrength, v^as encreafed by the intel- 
ligence which they received from a deferter, that 
the Caefar, with a feeble army of thirteen thou- 
fand men, occupied a poft about one-and-twenty 
miles from their camp of Straiburgh. 'With this 
inadequate force, Julian refolved to feek and to 
encounter the Barbarian hoft ; and the chance of 
a general a^on was preferred to the tedious and 
uncertain operation of feparately engaging the 
difperfed parties of the Alemaimi. The Romans 
marched in clofe order^ and in two columns, the 
cavalry on the right, the infantry on the left; 
and the day was fo far fpent when they appeared 
in fight of the enemy, that Julian was defirous of 
deferring the battle till the next morning, and of 
allowing his troops to recruit thor exhaufted 
flrength by the neceilary refreflmients of fleep and 
food* Yielding, however, with fome reludance, 

'* Ammianus (xvi. t%.) dcfcribes, with bis inflated eloquence^ 
the figure and chara^cr'of Chnoiloniar. Audax cc fideas ingcnti 
robore lacertorum, ubi ardor pralii fperabatur immanis, cquo 
^mante, fuUhnior, eredus in jaculiim formidands vaftitatis, ar- 
morumqae nitore coufpiciius: antea ftrenuus et miles^ ct utilfs' 

pfaeter cseteroff do^or Diceiitlum Csfarem fuperavlt xqiuo^ 

marto congreflua. " . . ; 

. - - to 
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to the clamours of the foldiers, and even to tfce ^ HA p. 
opinion of his council, he exhorted them to juf* w^»^ 
tify by their valour the eager impftdetice, which, 
in cafe of a defeaij) would be unsverfally branded 
with the epithets of rafhnefs and prefunaiptiofL 
The trumpets founded, the military fhom was* 
heard through the field, and the two armies ruih* 
cd with equal fury to the charge* The Caelar, 
who conduced in perfon his right wing, depended 
on the dexrerity of his archers, and the weight of 
his cuirafliers. But bis ranks wereinftantly bro- 
ken by an irregular mixture of light-borfe and of 
light-infantry, and he had the mortification of 
balding the flight of fix hundred of his moft 
renowned cuiraffiers ^\ The fugitives wers flop- , 
ped and rallied by the prefence and authority of 
Julian, who, carelefs of his own &fety, threw 
himfelf before them, and urging every OEtotive 
of (hame and honour, led them back againft the 
vidorious enemy. The conflict between the two 
lines of infimtry was obftinate and bloody. The 
Germans pofleiled the fupe^ority of ilrength and 
ftature, the Romans that of difciplioe and tem» 
per; and as the Barbarians, who ferved under 
the ftandard of the empire, united the refpe£tive 
advants^es of both parties, their ftrenuous efibrts, 
guided by a (kilful leader, at length determined 
the event of the day. The Romans loft fotir 
tribunes, and two hundred and forty-three fol- . 

7f After the battle, Julian veotured to reviye the rigour of ancient 
<KfcipUoe, by expoHng thcfe fugitives in frmale apparel to the deri- 
TiOQ of the whole camp. In the next campaign^ thefe troops nobly. 
ictr;evcd their honour. Zulimi^s, 1; iii. p. X4<* 

disysy 
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c H A ?; dim, in this memorable battle of Strafburgh, ib 
tju-w --^ glorious to the Csfar ^% and fo falutary to the 
afflided proviii#e8 of GauL Six thoufand of rbe 
Alemanni were flaia in the field, without includ- 
ing thofe who were drowned in the Rhine, or 
transfixed with darts whilft they attempted ta 
Mm acrols the river ^^ Chnodomar himfelfwas 
furrounded and taken prifoner, with three of his 
brave companions, who have devoted themfelves 
to follow in life or death the fate of their efaief* 
tain* Julian received^ him with military pomp in 
the council of his officers; and exprefling a ge^ 
nerous pity for the fallen ftate, diiTembled his in- 
ward contempt for the abjed humiliation of his 
captivew Inftead of exhibiting the vanquiflied 
king of the Alemanni, as a gi;ateful fpedacle ta 
the cides of Gaul, he refpedfully laid at the feet 
of the emperor this fplendid trophy of his vidory, 
Chnodomar experienced an honourable treatment : 
but the impatient Barbarian could not long 

^ Julian htmfclf (ad S- P. Q^ Athen. p. «79.) fpcaks ^f the 
batU( of Straiburgh with %be modcfty of ooofcioue merit ; tpt^x-" 

pn-es it with the victory of Alexandef over Darius ; and ytt we are 
at a lofs to difcoTcr any of thofe Hrokes ^ ftiilttary genius wiifich lur 
the attention of ages on the conda^ and fuccei^ of a fingle day. 

77 AmmianuSy xtx, xa. Libanius adds «poo more to the number 
of the flaln (Orat. x. p. ^74.}- But thefe trifling differences difap- 
pear, before the 60,000 Barbarians, whom ZoGmus has Sacrificed to' 
the gtory of his hero. (Lii. p. h'O We might atiHbvte this extta* 
▼agant number to the careleflhefs of tranicribers, if this credulous 
or partial hiftorlan had not fwelled the army of 5»ooo Alemaimi to 
an innumerable multitude of Barbarians, o^uM^ ««'ll^^» git^Qct^n 
It is our own fault if this detedlioa does not infpire us with proper 
diftruft on fimilar occafions. 

funrfrc 
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futviv^ his defeat, his conflnement, and his ^^,4'* 
exile ^ Jii^ 

After Julian 'had repulfed the Alemanni- from juiianfub. 
the provinces of the Upper Rhine, he turned his ^^^^^^ 
-Wms againft the Franks, who were feated nearer A.D.sjS' 
to the ocean on the confines of Gaul and Ger- 
many ; and who, from their numbers, and ftiU 
more from their intxepid valour, had ever been 
efleemed the moft formidable of the Barba- 
rians \ Although they were ftrongly aftuated 
by the allurements of rapine, they profefled a di& 
interefled love of war j which they confidered as 
the fupreme honour and felicity of human nature ; 
and their minds and bodies were fo completely 
hardened by perpetual a£)ion, that, according to 
the lively expreffion of an orator, the fnows of 
winter were as pleafant to them as the flowers 
of fpring. In the month of December, which 
followed the battle of Strafburg, Julian attacked 
a body of fix hundred Franks, who had thrown 
themfelves into two caftles on the Meufe'"** In 
the midft of that feVere feafon they fuftained, with 
inflexible tonftancy^ a fiege of fifty-four days; 
till at length, exhaufted by hunger, and fetisfied 
that the vigilance of the enemy in breaking the 
ict of the river, left them no hopes of efcape, the 

J^ Afxlmian. xvi. t*. Libanius, Orat. x. p. %i6. 

79- Libanius (Orat*. iii. p; 137.) draws a very lively pi^rc of the 
inanners Oi' the Franks. 

«o Ammianus^ xvii. a. Libanius, Orat. x. p. 278. The Greek, 
orator^ by mi Apprehending a paflagc of Julian, has been induced to 
reprcfent the Franks as confiding of a thoufand men ; and as his 
head was always full of the Pcloponnefian war, he compares thtm 
to thf- Laceda:m-nians, who were bcficgcd and taken in the ifland 
of Spha<fteria. 

Vol. m. (^ Franks 
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^xix^* Franks confented, for the firft time, to dUpefife 
with the ancient law which commanded them to 
conquer or to die. The Casfar immediately fent 
his captives to the court of Conftantius, who ac- 
cepting them as a valuable prefent '*, rejoiced in 
the opportunity of adding fo many heroes to the 
clioiccft troops of his domeftic guards. The ob- 
ftinate refiftance of this handful of Franks, ap- 
prifed Julian of the difficulties of the expedition 
v;hich he meditated for the enfuing fpring, againft 
the whole body of the nation. His rapid dili- 
gence furprifed and aftonifhcd the aftive Bar- 
barians. Ordering his foldiers to provide them- 
fclves with bifcuit for twenty days, he fuddenly 
pitched his camp near Tongres, while the enemy 
ftiil fuppofed him in his winter-quarters of iParis, 
expedling the ^ flow arrival of his convoys from . 
Aquitain. Without allowing the. Franks to unite 
or to deliberate, he fldlfuUy fpread his legions 
from Cologne to the ocean ; and by the terror, 
as well as by the fuccefs of his arms, foon 
reduced the fuppliant tribes to implore the cle- 
mency, and to obey the commands, of their xon- 
,queror. The Chamavians fubmiffively retired to 
their former habitations beyond the Rhine: but- 
the Salians were permitted to poflefs their new 
eftablifhment of Toxandria, as the fubjeds and 

*' Jul'an. ad S. P. Q^Athen. p. 280. Libanius, Orat. x. p. 475, 
According' to the expreflion of Libanius, the emperor ^w^a wtoftafi 
which la Blcterie undcrftands (Vic dc Juh'cn, p. 118.) as an honcft 
coofelfion, andValefius (ad Ammian. xvii. a.) as a mean evaOon, 
of the truth. Dom. Bouquet (Hiftoricna de France, torn. i. p. 7^3.), 
by fubtiitut.ng another word, irofturiy would fupprefs both the diffi- 
culty and the fpirit of this paffage* 

auxiliarieg 
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auxiliaries of the Roman empire*** The treaty ^",x.^' 
was ratified by folemn oaths ; and perpetual in- 
fpeftors were appointed to refide among the 
Franks, with the authority of enforcing the ftrifik 
obfervance (rf the conditions. An incident is re- 
lated, interefting enough in itfelf, and by no means 
repugnant to the charafter of Julian, who ingeni- 
oufly contrived both the plot and the cataftrophe 
of the tragedy. When the Chamavians fued 
for peace, he required the fon of their King, as 
the only hoftage in whom he could rely. A 
mournful filence interrupted by tears and groans, 
declared the fad perplexity 6f the Barbarians; 
and their aged chief lamented in pathetic lan- 
guage, that his private lofs was now embittered 
by a fenfe of the public calamity. While the 
Chamavians lay proftrate at the foot of his throne, 
the royal captive, whom they believed to have 
been flaiii, imexpeftedly appeared before their 
eyes ; aAd as foon as the tumult of joy was huflied 
into attention, the Caefar addrefled the aflembly 
in th^ following terms : " Behold the fori, the 
" prince, whom you wept. You had loft him 
^' by your fault. God and the Romans have 
*' reftored him to you. I fliall ftill preferve and 
" educate the youth, rather as a monument of 
" my own virtue, than as a pledge of your lia- 
*' cerity. Should you prefume to violate thQ 

•* Ammian. xvli. 8. Zofiraus, 1. iii. p. 146—150. (his narrative 
is darkened by a mixture of fable) ; and Julian, ad S. P. Q^Athcn. 
p. l8o> His exprefiion, vvrt^iietfA.'/if (mp fcoi^oc* rtt laAiw tB>s<f yaiAaQta^ 
in t^t?ioura. This difference of treatment confirms the opinion, that 
the Salian Franks were permitted to retain the fettlements in Tox-*^ 
8ndri9* 

Q a •• faith 



228 THE DECLINE AND FALL 

CHAP. « feith which you have fwom, the arms of the 
,_ ^ '.^ " republic will avenge the perfidy, not on the 
" nfiocent, but on the guilty.** The Barbarians 
w^ithdrew from his prefence, impreffed with the 
warmed fentiments of gratitude and admira* 
tion "• 
Makes It was not enough for Julian to have delivered 

peditioni the provinces of Gaul from the Barbarians of 
^yon^ ^^* Germany. He afpired to emulate the glory of the 
A.D.\57» firft and mod illuftrious of the emperors ; after 
3i« 359- ^hofe example he compofed his own commen- 
taries of the Gallic war'\ Cacfar has related, 
with confcious pride, the manner in which he 
twice pafled the Rhine. Julian could boaft, that 
before he aflfumed the title of Auguftus, he had 
carried the Roman Eagles beyond that great river 
in three fuccefsful expeditions "^ The conftema* 
/ tion of the Germans, after the battle of Strafburg, 

encouraged him to the*" firft attempt ; and the 
reluftance of the troops foon yielded to the 
perfuafive eloquence of a leader, who fhared the 
fatigues and dangers which he impofed on the 
meaneft of the foldiers. The villages on either 

«i This intcrcfting ftory, which Zofimus has abridged, is related 
by Euwapius (in Excerpt. Lc^ationum, p. ic, «6, 17.) with all the 
amplifications of Grecian r he one : but the (ilence of Libanius, of 
Ammianus, and of Julian himfclf, renders the truth of it eUremely 
fufpicious. 

s* Libanius, the friend of Julian, clearly infinuates (Orat. iv. 
p. 1 78. J that his hero had compofed the hiftory of his Gallic cam- 
paigns. But ZoQmus (1. iii. p. 140.) frems to have derived hi« in. 
formation only from the Orations (Xi>>» j) and the Epiftles o! Julian. 
The Hifcourfe which isaddreffed to the Athenians contains an accu- 
rate, though general, account of the war againft the Germans. 

«5 See Ammian. xvii. i. 10. xviii. a.and Zoiim. 1. iii. p. 144. 
Julian, ad S. P. Q^Athcn. p. aSo. 

fide 
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fide of the Meyn, which were plentifiilJy ftored Chap. 
with com and cattle, felt the ravages of an in- 
vading army. The principal houfes, cbnftrufted 
-with fomc imitation of Roman elegance, were 
confumed by the flames ; and the Csfar boldly 
advanced about ten miles, till his progrefs was 
flopped by a dark and impenetrable foreft, under- 
mined by fubterraneous paffages, which threaten- 
ed, with fecret fnares and ambufh, every ftep of 
the affailant. The' ground was already covered 
with fnow ; and Julian, after repairing an ancient 
taftle which had been erefted by Trajan, granted 
a truce of ten months to the fubmifEve Bar- 
barians. At the expiration of the truce, Julian 
undertook a fecond expedition beyond the Rhine, 
to humble the pride of Surmar and Hortaire, two 
of the kings of the Alemanni, who had been pre- 
fent at the battle of Strafburg. They promifed 
to reftore all the Roman captives who yet remain- 
ed alive J and as the Caefar had procured an ex- 
Z&, accoimt from the cities ?nd villages of Gai^, 
of the inhabitants whom they had loft, he deteded 
every attempt to deceive him with a degree of 
readinefs and accuracy, which almoft eftabliftied 
the belief of his fuperaatural knowledge. His 
third expedition was ftill more fplendid and im- 
portant than the two former. The Germans had 
coUefted their military powers, and moved along 
the oppoiite banks of the river, with a defipn of 
deftroying the bridge, and of preventing the paf- 
fage of the Romans. But this judicious plan of 
defence was difconcerted by a ikilful diverfioa; 
Thr^ hundred light armed and aftive foldiers 

(^ were 
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CHAP, t^refe detached in forty fmaH boats, to fell dottrn 
the ftream in filence, and to land at fome diftance 
from the ports of the enemy* They executed 
their orders with fo much boldnefs and celerity^ 
that they had almoft furprifed the Barbarian chiefe^ 
who returned in the fearlefs confidaice of intoxi- 
cation from one of their no&urnal feftivals. 
Without repeating the uniform and difgufting 
tale of flaughter and devaftation, it is fufficient to 
obfcrve, that Julian diftated his own conditions 
of peace to fix of the haughtieft kings of the 
Alemanni, three of whom were .permitted to view 
the fevere difcipline jind martial pomp of a Ro- 
man camp. Followed by twenty thoufand cap- 
tives, whom he had refcued from the chains of 
the Barbarians,, the Caefar repaffed the Rhine, 
after terminating a war, the fuccefs of which has 
been compared to the ancient glories of the Punic 
and Cimbric viftories. 
thedtlcs "^^ ^^^^ ^^ ^"^^ valour and condufl: of Julian 
of Gaul, had fecured an interval of peace, he applied him- 
• felf to a work more congenial to his humane and 
philofophic temper. The cities of Gaul, which 
had fufFered from the inroads of the Barbarians^ 
he diligently repaired ; and feven important ports, 
between Mentz and the mouth of the Rhine, arc 
particularly mentioned, as having been rebuilt 
and fortified by the order of Julian **. The van- 

quiflied 

•* Ammian. xviii. a. Libanitis, Oratx* p. 479f aSo. Of thcfe 
fcvcn pofts, four are at prcfent towns of fome confequencc ; Rin- 
gcn, Andernach, Bonn, and Nuyfs. The other three, Tricefimae, , 
Quad rib urgium, and Caflra Hercul's, orHeraclea, no longer fub- 
lilt; but there i« room to believe, thatj on the ground of Quadri-^ 

burgium 



OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. ^51 

i|uiflied Germans had fubmitted to the juft but CHAP.* 
humiliatiDg condition of preparing and convey- 
ing the neceflary materials. The aftive zeal of 

.Julian urged the profecution of the work; and 

dTttch was the fpirit which he had diffufed among 
the troops, that the auxiliaries themfelves, waving 

. their exemption -from any duties of fatigue, con- 
tended in the «ioft fervile labours with the dili- 
gence^ of the Roman foldiers. It was incumbent 
on the Caefar to provide for the fubfiftence, as 
well as for the fafety, of the inhabitants and of 
the garrifons, Th^ dcfertion of the former, and 
the mutiny of the latter, muft have been the fatal 
and . inevitable confequences of famine. The 
tillage of the provinces of Gaul had been inter- 
rupted by the calamities of war ; but the fcanty 
harvefts of the continent were fupplied, by his pa- 
t^rnsd care, from the plenty of the adjacent ifland. 
Six hundred large barks, framed in the fcreft of 
the Ardennes, made feveral voyages to the coafl 

. of Britain ; and returning from thence laden with 
corn, feiled up the Rhine, and diftributed their 

.cargoes to the feveral towns and fortreflfes along 
the banks of the river ^\ The arms of Julian had 

liurg'um, the Dutch have conllrii<ncd the fort of Schenk, a name 
fo ofFenfive to the faftidious delicacy of Boileau. Ste d*Anviile 
Notice dc i'ancicnne Gaulc, p. 183. Boileau, Epitrc iv. and the 
notes. ' 

«7 We may credit Julian himfclf, Orat. ad S. P. Q. Athcnien- 
fem, p. 180. who gives a very particular account of the tranfadlion. 
Zcfinnus adds two hundred vdftls more, I. iii. p. 145. If we 
compute the 600 corn ihips of Julian at only fetenty tons each, they 
were capable ♦.•f i-xpoitin^ iao,oco quarters (fee Arhuthnot's 
We.ghts and Meafures, p. 237 ); and the country which could 
bear lo large an exportation, muft already have attained an im- 
proved fiate of agriculture. 

Q 4 reftored 
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^ xix,^' rcftorcd a free and fccure naTigation, which Con- 
v.-^r-_f ftandus had o£Fered to purchafe at the expence of 
his dignity, and of a tributary prefent of two thou- 
land pounds of (ilver. The emperor parfimo- 
nioufly refufe4 to his foldiers the fums which he 
granted with a layiih and trembling hand to the 
Barbarians. The dexterity, ^ veil as the firm- 
ncfs, of Julian, was put to a fevere trial, when he 
took the field with a difcontented army, which 
had already ferved two campaigns, without re* 
ceiving any regular pay or any extraordinary 
donative*'. 
CiTii ad- A tender regard for the peace and happinefs of 
tion o?" ^^ fubjcSs, was the ruling principle which di- 
Juiian. re6icd^ or feemed to dired, the adminiftration 
of Julian •^ He devoted the leifure of his winter- 
quarters to the pfEces of civil government ; and 
affeftcd to aflume, with more pleafure, the cha- 
rader of a magiflrate, than that of a general. Be- 
fore he took the field, he devolved on the pro- 
vincial governors, mod of the public and private 
caufes which had been . referred to his tribunal; 
but, on his return, he carefully revifed their pro- 
ceedings, mitigated the rigour of the law, and 
pronounced a fecond jucigment on the judges 
themfelves. Superior to the laft temptation of 
virtuous minds, an indifcreet and intemperate 
7:eal for juftice, he reftrained, with calmnefs and 
dignity, the warmth of an advocate who profc- 

•* The troops once broke out into a mutiny, immediately before 
the fecond pa(rage of the Rhine. Am mi an. xvii. 9. 
•9 Ammian. xvi. 5. xviii. i. Mamertinua in Panegyr. Vet. 

7 CUtcd:i 
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cuted, for extortion, the prefident of the Nar- ^5.6 ^' 
bonnefe proviace. " Who will ever be found 
** guilty," exclaimed the vehement Delphidius, 
" if it be enough to deny?" " and who,'* replied 
Julian, " will ever be innocent, if it be fufficient 
<* to affirm ?" In the general* adminiftration of 
peace and war, the intereft of the fovereign is 
commonly the fame as that of his people; but 
Conftantius would have thought himfelf deeply 
injured, if the virtues of Julian had defrauded 
him of any part of the tribute which he extorted 
from an oppreffed and exhaufted country. The 
prince who was inverted with the enfigns df 
royalty, might fometimes prefume to correal the 
rapacious infolence of the inferior agents ; to ex- 
pofe their corrupt arts, and to introduce an equal 
and eafier mode of coUe^on. But the manage- 
ment of the finances was more fafely entrufted to 
Florentius, Praetorian pracfeft of Gaul,- an effe- 
minate tyrant, incapable of pity or remorfe ; and 
the haughty minifter complained of the mod 
decent and gentle oppofition, while Julian himfelf 
wa3 rather inclined to cenfure the weaknefs of his 
own behaviour. The Caefar had rejefted with 
abhorrence, a mandate for the levy of an extra- 
ordinary tax J a new fuperdidlion, which the prae- 
feft had ofiered for his fignature ; and the faithful 
pidure of the public mifery, by which he had 
been obliged to juftify his refufal, offended the 
court of Conftantius. We may enjoy the plea- 
fure of reading the fentiments of Julian, as he ex- 
preffes them with warmth and freedom in a letter 
\o one ©f his moft intimate friends. After ftating 

his 
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^xix^' "^ ^^"^ conduft, he proceeds in the foUoivs^g 
terms : ^^ Was it poifible for the difci|^ of Plato 
" and Ariftotle to ad otherwife than I hm 
*^ done ? Could I abandon the unhappy fubjeds 
" entrufted to my care f Was I not called upon 
'^ to defend them from the repeated injuries of 
** thefe unfeeling robbers ? A tribune who dc- 
^' ferts his poft is puniihed with death, and de- 
•** prived of the honours of burial. With what 
*' juftice could I pronounce bis fentence, if, in 
*' the hour of danger, I myfelf negleSed a duty 
** far more facred and far more important ? God 
^^ has placed me in this elevated poft; his pro- 
** vidence will guard and fupport me. Should I 
'* be condemned to fufFer, I fhall derive comfort 
** from the teftimony of a pure and upright con- 
^' fcience. Would to heaven, that I ftill poffeffed 
*• a counfellor like Salluft ! * If they think proper 
^ to fend me a fucceflbr, I fhall fubmit without 
^^ relu&ance ; and had much rather improve the 
^^ ihort opportunity of doing good, . than enjoy a 
•* long and lafting impunity of evil*\" The 
precarious and dependent fituation of Julian dif- 
played his virtues, and concealed his defeds. The 
young hero who (upported, in Gaul, the throne 
of Conftantius, was not permitted to reform the 
vices of the government ; but he had courage to 
alleviate or to pity the diftrefs of the people. 
Unlefs he had been able to revive the martial 

•^ Ammian. xvii. 3. Julian. Epiftol. xv. edit. Spanheim, Such 
a condu<5t almoft juftiAes the encomium of Mamertinus. Ita illi 
aani ({latia divifa fant, ut aut B^rbaros domitet» aut ci^biit jura 
reftituat i perpetuum profcfTus^ aut contra hoftcm^ aut contra vitia, 
certamen, 

5 fpirit 
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Ipmt of the Romans, or to introduce the arts of chap. 
induftry and refinement among their favage cne- ^^-^^^^ 
mies, he could not entertain any rational hopes 
of fecuring the public tranquillity, either by the 
peace or conqueft of Germany. Yet the viftories 
of Julian fufpended, for a Ihort time, the inroads 
of the Barbarians, and tlelayed the ruin of the 
Weftern Empire* 

His falutary influence reftored the cities of pcfcrjp. 
Gaul, which had been fo long expofed to the evils t'^'". ^^ 
of civil difcord. Barbarian war, and domeftic 
tyranny ; and the fpirit of induftry was revived 
with the hopes of enjoyment. Agriculture, ma- 
nufaftures, and commerce, again flourifhed under 
the proteftion of the laws ; and the curia^ or civi! 
corporations, were again filled with ufeful and 
refpedlable members: the youth were no longer 
apprehenfive of marriage ; and married perfons 
were no longer apprehenfive of pofterity: the 
public and private feftivals were celebrated with 
cuftomary pomp; and the frequent and fecure 
intercourfe of the provinces dilplayed the image . 
of national profperity •'• A mind like that of 
Julian, muft have felt the general happinefs of 
which he was the author; but he viewed, with 
peculiar fatisfaftion and complacency, the city of 
Paris ; the feat of his "winter refidence, and the 
objeft even of his partial affcdion ^\ That fplen- 

did 

9< Libanius, Orat Parental, in Imp. Julian, c. 3S. in Fabriciut 
Bibliothec. Grsectom.vii. p. 163,364' 

9* Sec Julian, in Mifopogon. p. 340, h^- The primitive ftatc of 
Paris it iliuftratcd by Henry Valeiius (ad Ammtan. xx 4), his 
brother Hadr.an Valcfius^ or de Valois^ and M. d'Anville ( n that 

refpedive 
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CHAP, did capital, which now embraces an ampk terri- 
tory on either fide of the Seine, was originally 
confined to' the fmall ifland in the midft of the 
river, / from whence the inhabitants derived a 
fupply of pure and falubrious water. The river 
bathed the foot of the walls ; and the town was 
acceffible only by two wooden bridges. A foreft 
overfpread the northern fide of the Seine ; but on 
the fouth, the ground, which now bears the name 
of the univcrfity, ^as infenfibly covered with 
houfes, and adorned with a pahce and amphi- 
theatre, baths, an aquedu£t, and a field of Mars 
for the exercife of the Roman troops. The fe- 
verity of the climate was tempered by the neigh- 
bourhood of the ocean ; and with fome precau« 
tions, which experience had taught, the vine and 
fig-tree were fuccefsfuUy cultivated. Buf, in re- 
markable winters, the Seine was deeply frozen ; 
and the huge pieces of ice that floated down the 
ftream, might be compared, by an Afiatic, to the 
blocks of white marble which were extrafted from 
^he quarries of Phrygia. The licentioufnefs and 
corruption of Antioch, recalled to the memory 
of Julian the fevere and fimple manners of his 
beloved Lutetia *' ; where the amufements of the 
theatre were unknown or defpifed. He indig- 
nantly contrafted the effeminate Syrian? with the 
brave and honeft fimplicity of the Gauls, and al- 

refpcfiWc Notitias of ancient Oaul), the Abb^ de Longuenie De^ 
fcription de la France, torn. i. p. it, 13. and M. Bonamy (in the 
Mem. deTAcademic deslnfcriptionfytom.xr. p* 656^691.)* 

93 Tr,* <piXyif Aivxmay* Julian. inMifopogon. p, 340 Leucetia, 
or Lutetia, was the ancient same of the city which, according to 
thefaibionof the fourth cciftury^afluvicd the ttrritorial appellatioB 

mod 
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moft forgave the intemperance, which was the chap. 
only ftain of the Celtic charafter •*. If Julian 
could now revifit the capital of France, he might 
converfe with men of fcience and genius, capable 
of underftanding and of inftrufting a difciple of 
the Greeks ; he might excufe the lively and grace- 
ful follies of a nation, )vhofe martial fpirit has 
never been enervated by the indulgence of luxury ; 
and he muft applaud the perfedion of that inefti- 
mable art, which foftens and refines and embel- 
liihes the intercourfe of focial life. 

»♦ Julian, in Mifopogon. p, 359, 360. 
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CHAP XX. 

The Motives, Progre/s, and Effe6ls nftbe Converfion 
of Conftantine. — Legal Eftablijhment arid ConJiiiU' 
tion oftl^ Cbriftian or Catholic Church. 

THE public eftablilhment of Chriftianity 
may be confidered as one of thofe im- 
portant and dpmeftic revolutions which excite the 
moft lively curiofity, and aflFord the mod valuable 
inftruftion. The viftories and the civil policy of 
Conftantine no longer influence the ftate of 
Europe ; but a confiderable portion of the globe 
ftill retains the impreflion which it received from 
the converfion of that monarch ; and the eccle- 
fiaftical inftitutions of his reign are ftill connefted, 
by an indiflbluble chain, with the opinions, the 
pafllons, and the interefts of the prefent genera*, 
tion. 
Date of the In the confidcration of a fubjefl: which may be 
of cTon-^^" examined with impartiality, but cannot be viewed 
ftantine. i^yith indifference, a difficulty immediately arifes 
of a very unexpedted nature ; that of afcertaining 
the real and precife date of the converfion of Con- 
A.D. -06. ftanline. The eloquent Laftandus, in the midft 
of his court, feems impatient ' to proclaim to the 

world 

« The date of the Divine Inftitutions of La^antius has been ac- 
curately difcufied, diflficulttes have been ftarted» foUiticns propoffd, 
«nd an expedient imagined of two onff mo/ editions; the former pub- 
lifhed during the perfecutionof Diocletian^ the latter under that of 
X.idniu9. See Dufrefnoy, Pre£it*p. v. TiUemont^ Mem Eccle- 

liaft. 
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world the glorious example of the fovereign of ^^^^• 
Gaul ; who, in the firft moments of his reign, ac- « - - f 
knowledged and adored the majefty of the true 
and only God*. The learned Eufebius has a- 
fcribed the faith pi Conftantine to the miraculous 
fign which was difplayed in the heavens whilft he 
meditated and prepared the Italian expedition'. A.D.3H. 
The hiftorian Zofimus malicioufly afferts, that the 
emperor had embrued his hands in the blood of 
his eldeft fon, before he publicly renounced the 
gods of Rome and of his anceftors •*. The per- ^ ^' 3*^- 
plexity produced by thefe difcordant authorities, 
is derived from the behaviour of Conftantine him- 
felf. According to the ftriftnefs of ecclefiaftical 
language, the firft of the Chriftian emperors was 
unworthy of that name, till the moment of his- 
death; fmce it was only during his laft illnefs a.D. 337. 
that he received, as a catechumen, the impofition 

(iaft. torn. Yi. p. 465*^470. Lardner^s Credibil ty, part ii. vol. vii. 
p. 78-^-85. For my own part» I am alnfif convinced that La^antiuft 
dedicated his Inftitutions to the fovereign of Gaul, at a time when 
,.Galenu8, Maximin, and even Licinius, perfecutcd the Chriftians ; 
that is, between the years 306 and 3x1. 

^Ladant. Divjn. Liftitut. i. i. vii. %-j. The firft and moft im- 
portant of thefe paflages is indeed wanting in twenty-eight manu- 
fcripts; but it is found in nineteen. If we weigh the Comparative 
value of thofe manufcripts, one of 900 years old, in the king of 
France's library, may be alleged in it*8 favour ; but the paifage is 
omitted in the corre^ manufcript of Bologna, which the P. de 
Mountfaucon afcribes to the fixth or feventh century (Diarium 
Italic, p. 409.). The tafte of molt of the editors (except Jfa:us, 
fee Lai^ant. edit. Dufrefnoy, tom. i. p. 596.) has felt the genuine 
fiyleof Ladantius. 

3 Eufeb. in Vit. Conftant. 1. i. c. »7— 32. ' 

4 Zofimufy 1. ii.p. 104. 

of 
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c HA P. of hands % and was afterwards admitted, by tii^ 
initiatory rites of baptifm, into the number o£ 
the faithful'. The Chriftianity of Confhmtine 
mud be allowed in a much more vague and qua* 
liiied fenfe ; and the niceft accuracy is required la 
tracing the flow and almoft imperceptible grada-> 
tions by which the monarch declared himfelf the 
protedor, and at length the profelyte, of the 
church. It was an arduous tafl?: to eradicate the 
habits and prejudices of his education, to ac-* 
knowledge the divine power of Chrifl:, and to un- 
derftand that the truth of his revelation was in* 
compatible with the worihip of the gods. The 
obftacles which he had probably experienced ih 
.his own mind, inftrufted him to proceed with 
caution in the momentous change of a national 
religion; and he infenfibly difcovered his new 
opinions, as far as he could enforce ^them with 

5 Thftt right was tdways ufed in making a catechumen (fee Bing« 
ham*8 AntiquiticSy I. X. c. z. p. 4X9> Dom. Chardon» Hift. des 
Sacremens, torn. i. p. 6a.) and Conftantine receiTcd it fcyr the Jhrfi 
time (£u(eb. in Vit* Conftant. 1. iv. c. 6i.} immediately before his . 
baptt/m and death. From the connection of thefe two fads^ Valerius 
(ad loc. Eufeb. ) has drawn the concltifion which is reludtantly ad- 
mitted by Tillemont (Hift. des Empereurs, torn. iv. p. 6a8<), and 
oppofed with feeble arguments by Mofheim(p. 968.)' 

* Eufeb. in Vit. Conftant. 1. iv. c. 61, 64, 63. The legend of 
Cotiftantine^s baptifm at Rome, thirteen years before his death, was 
invented in the eighth century, a» a proper motive f r his dotation. 
Such has been the gradual progrefs of knowledge, that a ftory, of 
which Cardinal Baronius (Annal. Ecclefiaft. A. D. 324, No< 
43—49.) declared himfelf the unblufhing advocate, is now feebly 
fiipported, even within the verge of the Vatican. See the Antiqui- 
tates Chriftianae, tom. ii. p. 232. ; a work publifhed with fix appro- 
bations at Komc, in the year 1751, by Father Mamachi, a learned 
Dominican. 

fafety 
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fafety and with cfFe£k, During the whole courfe ^ Jx/' 
of his reign, the ftream of Chriftianity flowed u—y— ^ 
with a gentle, though accelerated, motions but 
its general direSion was fometimes checked, and 
fometimes diverted, by the accidental circum- 
ftances of the times, aod by the prudence, or pof- 
fibly by the caprice, of the monarch. His mini* 
fters were permitted to fignify the intentions of 
their mafter in the various language which was 
beft adapted to their refpeftive principles ^ ; and 
he. artfully balanced the hopes and fears of his fub- 
|e£ks, by* publifliing in the fame year two edifts ; A.D. 31K 
the firft of which enjoined the folemn obfervance 
mf Sunday % and the fecond direfted the regular 
confultation of Arufpices'. While this im- 
portaiit revolution yet remained in fufpenfe, the 
Chriftians and the Pagans watched the conduft of 
their foyereign with the fame anxiety, but with 
tery oppofite fentimehts. The former were 
prompted by every motive of zeal, as well as va- 
nity, to exaggerate the marks of his fJivour, and 
the evidences of his faith. The latter, till their 
juft appr^henfions were changed into defpair and 

' ^Th€ qoacftor^ or fccretary, who compofed the law of the 
TheodoHan Code, makes his mafter fay with indifference, ** homi- 
•* nibus fupradiftac religionis" (h jvi. tit^ ii. leg. i*)- The miniftcf 
of ccclefiaftical affairs was allowed a more devout and refpcdlfu! 
ftylc, T7K f>0*.rfAtf ftxt ayio/TaTD? -xa^Xntvi; 6^w*iM»ac > ihe legal, moft 
holy, and Catholic worlhip* See EufebaHifl.Ecclcf. 1. x. c. 6. 

« Cod. Theodof; 1. ii. tit. viii leg. i. Cod. Juftinian. 1. iii. tit. 
Xii. leg. 3. Conftantinc ttyles the Lord's day irVj fo/is, a name 
which could not offend the ears of his Pagan fubjeds. 

9 Cod. Thcod. 1. tvi. tit. x. 1. i. Godefroy, in the charadter 
of a commentator, endeavours (torn* vi. p. 257 ) te excufe Con- 
ftantiile ; but the more zealous Baronins (Annal. Ecclef. A. D. 321, 
No. 18.) cenfures bis profane condudt with truth and afperity. 

Vol. nt. R refent* 
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^ rr ^' ^^^^^^^^^"^^7 attempted to conceal from the world, 
^itJ-y-i,^ and from themfelves, that the gods of Rome 
could no longer reckon the emperor in -the num- 
ber of their votaries. The fame pafliom and pre- 
judices have engaged the partial writer^ of the 
times to conneft the public profeflion of Chrif- 
tianity with the moft glorious of the moft igno- 
minious asra of the reign of Conftantine. 
"pefftr° Whatever fymptoms of Chriftian piety might 
. lion. trapfpire in the difcourfes or actions of Conftan- 

tine, he perfevered till he was near forty years of 
age in the pradice of the eftabliflied religion*''; 
and the fame condufl:, which in the court of Nico- 
media might be imputed to his fear, could b| 
afcribed only to the inclination or policy of the 
fovereign of Gaul. His liberality reftored and 
enriched the temples of the gods : the medals 
which iflued from his Imperial mint are impreffed 
with the figures and attributes of Jupiter and 
"lApcUo, of Mars and Hercules ; and his filial piety 
increafed the council of Olympus by the folemn 
•apotheofis of his father Conftantius *'. -But the 
devotion of Conftantine was more peculiarly di- 
reded to the genius of the Sun, the Apollo 
of Greek and Roman mythology; and he was 
. pleafed to be reprefented with the fymbols of the 

>o Thcodorct (1. i. c i8.) fccms to infinuatc that Helena gave 

her fon a Chriflian education ; but \vt' may be aflured, irom the 

fuperior authority of Eiifcbius (in Vit. Conftant. 1. iii. c. 47. )> 

* ' that ihehcrfclf was indebted to Conftantine for the knowledge of 

Chriftianity. 

" See the medals of Conftantine in Ducange and Banduri. As 
few cities had retained the privilege of coining, almoft all the medals 
of that age ilTued from the mint under the fandlion of the Imperial 
authority. 

God 
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Cod of Light and Poetry. The unerring fliifts 
of that deity, the brightnefs of his eyes, his laurel 
wreath^ immortal beauty^ and elegant accom- 
pliihme&tsi'feem to point him out as the patron 
of a yoiing hero. The altars of Apollo were 
crowned with the votive offerings of Conftantine ; 
zad the credulous multitude were taught to be- 
lieve, that the emp«r<jr was permitted to behold 
with mortal eyes the vifible majefty of their tu- 
telar deity '; and that dther waking or in a vifion, 
hq was bleffed with the aufpicious omens of a long 
and vidorious reign; The Sun was univerfally 
celebrated as the invincible guide and prote&or 
of Conftantine ; and the Pagans might reafonably 
expeft that the infulted god would purfue with 
unrelenting vengeance the impiety of his ungrate- 
ful favourite "^ 

As long as Conftantine exercifed a limited Hepro- 
fovereiffnty over the provinces of GauL his Chrif- teas the 
Usji lubjecls were proteaed by the authonty, ^d of Gaul, 
perhaps by the laws, of a prince, who wifely left ^P^^f^^ 
to the gods the care of vindicating their own ho- 
nour. If we may credit the affertion of Conftan- . 
tine himfelf, he had been an indicant fpedator , 
of the favage cruelties which were inflided, by the 
hand^of Roman foldiers, on thofe citizens whofe 
religion was their only crime '\ In the Eafi and 

iri 

'» The panegyric of Eumenius (vii. inter Pan^gyr. Vet ), which 
was pronounced a few months before theltalian war, abounds with 
the iiioft unexceptionable evidence of the Pagan liaperftition of Con-^ 
ftantine, and of his particular veneration for Apotio, or the Sun ; to 
Which Julian alludes (Orat.. vii. p. 22^. a^oAifVA/y 0-1. ). See Com- 
fncntaire de Spanhcim fur ks Cefars, p. 3 iy- 

>} Conftantin. Orat. ad Sanao8,c.i5. But it might eaiily iye 
ihcwn, that the Greek tranflator has improved the feufeof the Latia 

R 4 original} 
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^ XX ^' in the Weft, he had feen the different effefts of 
C\^^m, J feverity and indulgence ; and as the former was 
rendered ftill more odious by the example of Ga* 
lerius, his implacable enemy, the latter was re- 
commended to his imitation by the authority and 
advice of a dying father. The fon of Conftan- 
tius immediately fufpended or repealed the. edifts 
of perfecution, and granted . the free exercife of 
their reUgious ceremonies to all thofe who had al- 
ready profeffed thcmfclves members of the church. 
They were foon encouraged to depend on the 
favour as well as on the juftice of their fovereign, 
who had imbibed a fccret and fmcere reverence 
for the name of Chrift, and for the God of the 
Chriftians '*. 
-*^^-J^3» About five months after the conqueft of Italy, 
Edidiof the emperor made a folemn and authentic decla- 
ration of his fcntimtats, by the celebrated edift 
of Milan, which rcftored peace to the CathoKc 
church. In the perfonal interview of the two 
weftem princes, Conftantine, by the afcendant 
of genius and power, obtained the ready concur-* 
fence of his colleague Licinius; the union of 
their names and authority difarmed the fury of 
Maximin ; and, after the death of the tyrant of 
the Eaft, the edift of Milan was received as a ge- 
neral and fundamental law of the Roman world *'. 

The 

•rigina^; and the aged emperor mtght recoiled the perfecution of 
Diocletian with a more lively abhorrence than be had adually felt 
in the days of his youth and Paganifm. 

»♦ See Eufeb. Hift. Ecclef. I. viii. 13. 1. ix. 9. and in Vit. Conft. 
1. 1. c. 16, 17. Laaant. Divin. Inftitut. i. i. Caeciliasde Mort 
Perfecut* c. %$• 

\ '5 Caccilias (de Mort. Perfecnt. c. 4S.) has preferred the Latin 
•original ; and EufcbiM (Hift. Ecclef. Lx. c. 5.) has given a Greek 

tranflatioA 
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The Wifdom o£ the emperors provided for the C h a p. 
reftitution of all the civil and religious rights, of ^^' 
which the Chriftiaris had been fo unjuftly deprived. 
It was enafted, that the places of worfhip, and 
' public lands, which had been confifcated, ihould 
be reftored^o the church, without difpute, without 
delay, and without expence : and this fevere in- 
jun<3:ion was accompanied with a. gracious pro- 
niife, that if any of the purchafers had paid a fair 
and adequate price, they fliould be indemnified 
from the Imperial trealury. The falutary - regu- 
lations which guards the future tranquillity of the 
faithful, are framed on the principles of enlarged 
and equal toleration ; and fuch an equality hiuft 
have been interpreted by a recent feci as an ad- 
vantageous and honourable diftindion. The two 
emperors proclaim to the world, that they have 
granted a free and abfolute power to the Chrif- 
tians, and to all others, of following the religion 
which each individual thinks proper to prefer, to 
which he has addided his mind, and which he 
may deem the bed adapted to his own ufe. They 
carefully explain every ambiguous word, remove 
every exception, and exafl: from the governors of 
the provinces a drift obedience to the true and 
fimple meaning of an edift, which was defigned 
to aftablifh and fecure, without any limitation, the 
claims of religious liberty. They condefcend 
to aflign two weighty reafons which have induced 
them to allow this univerfal toleration : the hu- . 
mane intention of confulting the peace and hap- 

tranflation of this perpetual cdidt, which refers to fomc provlfional 
Regulations* 
"" • R^ pinefs 
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C HA P. pinefe of their people ; and the pious hope, that, 
^ ' , , > by fuch a conduft, they fliall appeafe and pro- 
pitiate the Deity, whdfe feat is in heaven. They 
gratefully acknowledge the many fignal proofs 
which they have received of the divine iavour; 
and they truft that the fame Provid^ce will for 
ever continue to proted the profperity of the 
prince and people. From thefe vague and inde- 
finite expreflions of piety, three fuppofitions may 
be deduced, of a different, but not of an incom- 
patible, nature. ITie mind of Conftantine might 
fluftuate between the Pagan and the ChrifUan re- 
ligions. According to the loofe and complying 
notions of Polytheifm, he might acknowledge the 
God of the Chriftians as one of the many deities 
who compofed the hierarchy of heaven. Or per- 
haps he might embrace the philofophic and pleaf- 
ing idea, that, notwithftanding the variety of 
names, of rites, and of opinions, all the feds and 
all the nations of mankind are united in the wor- 
fliip of the common Father and Creator of the 
univerfe *^ 
nfc and But the counfels of princes are more frequently 

thcofrm- i^fluc^ced by views of temporal advantage, than 
ian mo- by conflderations of abftraft and fpeculative truth. 
, * * ^* The partial and increafing favour of Conftantine 

»• A panegyric of Conftantine, pronounced feven or eight months 
after the edict of Milan (fee Gothofred. Chronolog. Legum, p. 7- 
and TlUemont, Hift. dcs Empereurs, torn. iv. p. 746.), ufts the 
following remarkable ekpreflion : " Summc rerum fator, cujus tot 
'< nomtna funt, quot linguas gentium cfTe Toluifti, quern cnim te 
;* ipfe dici veils, fcire non pofTumus '* Pincgyr. Vet. ix. a6. In 
explaining Conftantine's progrcfs in the faiih, Moflieira(p. 971, Sec) 
ii ingenious, fubtle, prolix. • ' 
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may naturally be referred to the efteem which he ^ ^^ P- 
entertained for the mcral character of the Chrift- 
ians ; and to a perfuafion, that the propagation 
of the gofpel would inculcate the pradice of prir 
vate and public virtue. Whatever latitude an 
abfolute monarch may affume in his own conduft, 
whatever indulgence he may claim for his own 
paffions, it is undoubtedly his intereft that all lais 
fubjefts Ihould refpedt the natural and civil obliga- 
tions of fociety. But the operation of the wifeft 
laws is imperfeO: and precarious. They feldom 
infpire virtue, they cannot always rcftrain vice. 
Their power is infuiEcicnt to prohibit all thit . 
they condemn, nor can they always punifli the ac- 
tions which they prohibit. The legiflators of anti- 
quity had fummoned to their aid the powers of edu- 
cation and of opinion. But every principle which 
had gnce maintained the vigour and purity of 
Rome and Sparta, was long fince extinguiflied in 
a declining and defpotic empire. Philofophy ftill 
exercifed her temperate fway over the human 
mind, but the caufe of virtue derived very feeble 
fupport from the influence of the Pagan fuperfti- 
tion. Under thefe difcouraging circumftances, a 
prudent magiftrate might obferve with plealure 
the progrefs of a religion, which diffufcd among 
the people a pure, benevolent, and univerfal fyf- 
tem of ethics, adapted to every duty and every 
condition of life ; recommended as the will and 
reafon of the Supreme Deity, and enforced by the 
fanction of eternal rewards or punifliments. The 
pcperience of Greek and ' Roman hiftory could not 
inform the world how far the fyftem of national 
*L R 4 manners 
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manners might be reformed and improved by tfas 
precepts of a divine revelation; and Conftandne 
might liften with fome confidence to the fiatteriagy 
and indeed reafonable, aflfuranpes of La&antius« 
The eloquent apologift feeined firmly to expe&y 
and almoft ventured to promiie, tiat the e(la-> 
blifliment of Chriftianity would reftore the inno- 
cence and felicity of the primitive age ; tbat the 
worihip of the true God would extinguifh war and 
diffenfion among thofe who mutually confidered 
themfelves as the children of a common parent ; 
thaf every impure defire, every angry or felfiih 
paffion; would be reftrained by the kaowledge of 
the gofpel ; and that the magiftrates might iheath 
thefword of juftice among a people who would be 
univerfally aftuated by the fentimcnts of truth and 
piety, of equity and moderation, of h^mony and 
univerfal love*^ 

The paffive and unrcfiPiing obedience, which 
bows under the yoke of authority, or even of op- 
preflion, mud have appeared, in the eyes of an 
abfolute monarch, the mofl: confpicuous and ufe^ 
ful of the evangelic virtues **. The primitive 
'Chriftians derived the inftitution gI civil govern- 
m-ent, not from the confent of the people, but 
from the decrees of heaven. The reigning em- 
peror, though he had ufurped the fceptre by trea- 

J7 Sec the elegant defcription of La^antiws (Divin. Jnftitiit. v. 
K*} v.hn ib a\v,a\ more perlpicuous and pofitivc than it becomes a 

^* 11jv lyyltt iiat fyiiem of the ChriAians is explained by Grotius, 
^ dc Jun: Belli vt lacls, 1. i. c. 3, 4. Grotius was a republican and 
m t3i\k\ but thcmildnefsof to temper inclined him to fupportthe 
;MUl>{i1i^<^ powers, 

fpi^ 
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fon and murder, immediately affumed the facred ^S.^^' 
charaSer of vicegerent of the Deity. To the 
Deity alone he was accountable for the abufe of 
his power ; and his fubjefts were indiffolubly 
bound, by their oath of fidelity, to a tyrant, who 
had violated every law of nature and fociety. 
The humble Chriftians were fent into the world 
as flieep among wolves ; and (ince they were not 
permitted to employ force, even in the defence of 
their religion, they Ihould be ftill' more criminal 
if they were tempted to Ihed the blood of their 
fellow- creatures, in difputing the vain privileges, 
or the fordkl poffeffiops, of this tranfitory life. 
Faithful to the doftrine of the apoftle, who in 
the reign of Nero had preached the duty of un- 
conditional fubmiffion, the Chriftians of th^ three 
firft centuries preferved their confcience pure and 
innocent of the guilt of fecret confpiracy, qr open 
rebellion. While they experienced the rigour of 
perfecution, they were never provoked either to 
meet their tyrants in the field, or indignantly to 
withdraw themfelyes into fome remote and fe- 
queftefed comer of the globe '\ The proteftants 
of France, of Germany, and of Britain, who aC» 
ferted with fuch intrepid courage their civil and 
religious freedom, have been infulted by the in- 
vidious comparifon between the conduQ: of the 

«9 TertuUian. Apolog. c* 34, 34, 35, 36. Tamcn nunquam 
Albiniani, ncc Nigriani vcl CalTiani inycniri potuerunt Chrifltiapi. 
Ad Scapulaiu, c. a. If this affertion be ftridly true, it excludes the 
Chriftians of that age from all civil and military employment?, 
which woul<l have compdkd them to take an a^ive part in the 
fcrvicc of their rcfpedtivc governors- Sec Moyle's Works, vol. ii- 
p. 349- 

primitive 
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CHAP, primitive and of the reformed Chriftians *•. Pav 
T^ , -^-,_f haps, inftead of cenfure, fome applaufe may be 
due to the fuperior fenfe and fpirit of our aa- 
ceflors, xvho had convinced themfelves that re- 
Ugioh cannot abolifh the unalienable rights of 
human nature^'. Perhaps the patience of the 
primitive church may be afcribed to its weakneis^ 
as well as to its virtue. " A fed of unwarlikc ple- 
beians, without leaders, without arms, without 
fortifications, muft have encountered, inevitable 
deftrufdon in a rafli.and fruitlefs refiftancc to the 
mafter of the Roman legions. But the Chriftians, 
' when they deprecated the wrath of Diocletian, or 
folicited tlie favour of Conftantine, could allege, 
with truth and confidence, that they held the prin- 
ciple of paffive obedience, and that, in the fpace 
of three centuries, their condufl: had always been 
conformable to their principles. They might 
add, that the throne of the emperors would be 
cftabliflied on a fixed and permanent bafis, if all 
tlieir fubjefts, embracing the Chriftian dodrine, 
fhould learn to fuffer and to obey. 
Divine In the general order of Providence, princes an4 

Conftan- tyrants are confidered as the minifters of Heaven, 
^"^' appointed to rule or to chaftife the nations of the 

earth. But facred hiftory a^ords many iUuftriou^ 

» Sec the artful Boffiict (Hift. dcs Variations dcs Eglifes Pro- 
teftantes» torn. iii. p. ii»— 258), and the maliciouB Bayle (torn. ii. 
p. 6ao.). I name Bayle, for he was certainly the author of the Avis 
aiix Refugf^s ; confult the Didtionnaire Critique de Chauffepie, 
torn. i. part it. p. 145. 

»» Bochanati is the earlieft, or at. lead the moft celebrated, of the 
reformers, who has juftificd the theory of refiftaticc. Sec his Dia^ 
loguede Jure Regoi apud Scotos, toia ii. p. 28. 30. edit. fol. 
Ruddi man. 

examples 



OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. aji 

examples of the more immediate interpofition of ^S^^' 
the Deity in the government of his chofen people. 
The fceptre and the fword were committed to the 
hands of Mofes, of Joftiua, of Gideon, of David, 
of the Maccabees ; the virtues of ihofe heroes 
were the motive or the effed of the Diving favour, 
flie fuccefs of their arms was deftined to atchieve 
the deliverance or the triumph of the church. 
If the judges- of Ifrael were occafional and tem- 
porary magiftrates, the kings of Judah derived 
from tho royal unftion of their great anceftor, an 
hereditary and indefeafible right, which could not 
be forfeited by their own vices, nor recalled by 
the caprice of their fubjeds. The fame extraor- 
dinary providence, which was no longer confined 
to the Jewifli people, might eledk Conftantine an<l 
his family as the protestors of the Chriftian world ; 
and the devout Laftantius announces, in a pro^ 
phetic tone, the future glories of his long and 
liniverfal reign**. Galerius and Maximin, Max- 
cntius and Licinius, were the rivals who ihared 
with the favourite of Heaven the provinces of the 
empire.. The tragic deaths of Galerius and Maxi* 
min icon gratified the refentment, and fulfilled the 
fanguine expeftations, of the Chriftians. The 
fuccefs of Conftantine againft Maxentius and Li- 
cinius, removed the two formidable competitors 
who flill oppofed the triumph of the fecond 
David, and his caufe might feem to claim the 
peculiar interpofition of Providence. The cha- 
• 

" Ladhmt. Dhrin. Inftittit. i. x. Eufebins, in the courfc of hi» 
hiftory, his Vftf and his oration, repeatedly inculcates the divine 
right of Conftantiae to the empire. 
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rafter of the Roman tyrant difgraced the purple 
and human nature; and though the Chriftiam 
might enjoy his precarious favour, they were ex- 
pofed, with the reft of his fubjeds, to the effects 
of his wanton and capricious cruelt)^ The coik 
dufl: of Licinius foon betrayed the reludancc 
with which he had qonfented to the wife and hu-. 
piane regulations of the edid of Milan. The 
convocation of provin^rial fynods was prohibited 
in his dominions ; his Chriftian oflScers were ig- 
nominioufly diftniffed; and if h^ avoided the 
guilt, or rather danger, of a general p^rfecutioa, 
his partial oppreflions were rendered ftill more 
odious, by the violation of a folemn and volun^ 
tary engagement**- While the Eaft, according 
to the lively expreiCon of Eufebius, was involved 
in the fliades/ of infernal darknefs, the aufpicious 
rays of celcftial light warmed and illuminated the 
provinces of the Weft. The piety of Conftantine 
was admitted as an unexceptionable proof of the 
juftice of his arms ; and his ufe of viftory con^ 
firmed the opinion of the Chriftians, that their 
hero was infpired, and conduced, by the Lord of 
Hofts. The conqueft of Italy produced a gene- 
ral edia of toleration : and as foon as the defeat 
of Licinius had inverted Conftantine with the fole 
^ D. 5*4. dominion of the Roman world, he immediately, 
by circular letters, exhorted all his fubjefts to 
imitate, without delay, the example of their foye- 

*J Our iraperfcft knowledge of the pcrfecution of Licinlns is de- 
rived from Eufebius (Hjft. Ecclef. 1. x. c 8. Vit. Conftantin. 1. 1. 
c. 49—^^6. 1. ii. c 1, »). Aurelius Vi<Jlor mentions his cruelty 
in general terms. . . 

reign. 
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mgn, and to embrace the divine truth of Chrifti- chap, 

• *4 XX. 

anity *. « ^^ _t 

The alTurance that the elevation of Conftan- Loy;jity 
tine was intimately connefted with the defigns of and zeal of 
Providence, inftilled into the minds of the Chrift- Un party, 
ians two opinions, which, by very different means, 
alfifted the accomplilhment of the prophecy. 
Their warm and adive loyalty exhaufted in his 
favour every refource of human induftry ; and 
they confidently expeded that their ftrenuous ef- 
forts would be feconded by fome divine and mira- 
culous aid. The enemies of Conftantine have 
imputed to interefted modves the alliance which 
he infenfibly contrafted with the Catholic church, 
and which apparently contributes to the fuccefs of 
his ambition. In the beginning of the fourth 
century, the Chriftians ftill bore a very inadequate 
proportion to the inhabitants of the empire ; but 
among a degenerate people, who viewed the 
change of mafters with the indifference of flaves^ 
the fpirit and union of a religious party might af- 
fift the popular leader, to whofe fervice, from a 
principle of confcience, they had devoted their 
lives and fortunes *\ The example of his father 
had inftrufted Conftantine to efteem and to re- 
ward the merit of the Chriftians ; and in the dif- 

H Eufeb. in Vtt. Conftant. 1. 11. c. a4^4Jt- 48—60. 

»J Iji the beginning of the laft century, the Papifts of England 
%7ere only a ihirtiethy and the Proteftants of France only TLfifianth^ 
part of the refpeftive nations, to who:\i their fpirit and power were 
a conftant obje<fl of apprehenfion. See the relations which Bcntt* 
voglio (who was then nuncio at Bniflels, and afterwards cardinal) 
tranfmitted to the court of Rome (Rclazione, torn. ii. p. 111. 14X)* 
Beolivoglio was curioiw, wcll-informcc^ but fomewhat partial. 

tribution 
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CHAP, tribution of public offices, he had the advantage 
^^ of ftrengthening his government, by the choice of 
"^ minifters or generals, in whofe fidelity he could 

repofe a juft and uhreferved confidence; By the 
influence of thefe dignified miflionaries, the prd- 
felytes of the new faith muft have multiplied in 
the court and army j the Barbarians of Germany^ 
who filled the ranks of the legions^ were of a carc^ 
kfs temper^ which acquiefeed without xefiftance 
in the religion of their commander ; and when 
they paffed the Alps, it may fairly be prcfumed^ 
that' a great number of the foldiers had already 
confecrated their fwords to the fervice of Chrift 
and of Conftamine*\ The habits, of mankind, 
and the intereft of religion, gradually abated the 
horror of war and bloodflied, which had fo long 
prevailed among the Chtillians ; and in the coun- 
cils which were afl*cm.bled under the gracious pro- 
teftion of Conilantine, the authority of the biftiops 
was feafonably employed to ratify the obligation 
of the military oath, and to inflict the penalty of 
excommunication on thofe foldiers who .threw 
away their arms during the peace of the church *^. 
While Conftantine, in his own dominions, in- 
creafed the number and zeal of his faithful ad* 
herents, he could depend on the fupport of a 

^ This carelefs temper of the Germans appears ftlmofl oBlfbrmly 
in the hiiUny of the convei don of each of the tribes. The legions of 
Conftantine were recruited with Germans (ZofimuS) L it p. S6.)} 
and the court even of hU fatber had been iilled with ChriftiaBS# See 
the fnil book of the life of Conflantine, by Etifebins. 

^' De his qai arma prqjiciuntin pace, placuit eos abftin^re a c6m- 
tnunione. Concil. Arclat. Canon iii. The beft critic* ipply thefe 
words to the fcacc of the church^ 
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p6werful faftion in thofe provihceg, which were chap. 
ftill pbffeffed or ufurped by his rivals. A fecret 
difaffe£tion was diffufed among the Chriftian 
fubjefts of Maxentius and Licinius ; and the re- 
fentment which the latter did not attempt to con- 
ceal, ferved only to engage them ftill more deeply 
in the intereft of his competitor. The regidar 
correfpondepce which conneded the bifliops of 
the moft diftant provinces^ enabled them freely 
to communicate their wiihes and their defigns, 
and to tranfmit without danger any ufeful intelli- 
gence, or any pious contributions, which might 
promote the fervice of Conftantine, who publicly 
declared that he had taken up arms for the deli- 
Terance of the church **. 

The enthufiafm which infpired' the troops, and Expeaat- 
perhaps the emperor himfelf, had fharpened their bdlef of 
fwords while it fatisfied their confcience. They *n**"^^^* 
marched to battle with the full affuranc^ that the 
fame God, who had formerly opened a pafiage to 
the Ifraefites through the waters of Jordan, and 
had thrown down the walls of Jericho at the found 
of the trumpets of Jofhua, would difplay his vi- 
fible majcfty and power in the viftory of Conftan- 
tine. The evidence of ecclefiaftical hiftory is pre* 

^ Eufcbius always conflden the iecond cItiI i^ar a^ainft Licinlirs 
at a fort of reltgious crufade. At the invitation of the tyrant, fome 
Chriftian officers had refumed their zones* or» in other words, had 
retomed to the military fervice. Their condud was afterwards 
ceufiired by the isth canon of the Conncrl of Nice ; if this particu- 
lar application may be received, inftead of the loofe and general 
fenle of the Oreek interpreters, BAlfamon» Zonaras, and Alexia 
Arifteno*. Sec Beveridge, Pandedi £cclef. Orscc. tomi i. p. 7s. 
torn. ii. p. 78. Annotation. 
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pared tt> affirm, th^t their cxpeftations tverc jufti^ 
fied by the confpicuous miracle to ^'hich the 
converfion of the firft Chriftiaa emperor has been 
almofl unanimoufly afcribed. The real or ima- 
ginary caufe of fo important an eivent, deferves^ 
and demands the attention of pofterity ; and I 
ihall endeavoiu^ to form a juft: eftimate of the fa- 
mous vifloii of Coniiantine, by a diftind conii- 
deration of the Jiandard^ the dreamy and the ceieftial 
fign J by fepafadng the hiftorical, the natural, and 
the marvellous part* of this extraordinary (lory, 
trhich, in the compofition of a fpecions argumei^ 
have been artfully confoutuied in one fplendkl 
and brittle tnafs* 
iTie Laha* j^ j^ inftrument of the tortures whieh were in- 

r«MB, or 

ftandardof flirted only on flaves and itrangers, became ah 
^^° *' objed of horror in the eyes of a Ronmn citizen ; 
land the ideas of giiilt, of paui, and of ignominy, 
were clofely united with the idea of the crofs *•; 
The piety, rather than the humanity, of Conftan- 
tine, foon. abolilhed in his dominions the puniih- 
ment whieh the Saviour of mankind had conde^ 
Icended to fuffisr '* ; but die emperor had already 

*9 Nomcn ipfutn crutis abfit non tnodo ft corpore Tnvium Roma- 
norum, fed ctiam a cogitatione» ooilis, auribuft. Cicero pro Ra- 
berio, c. 5. The Chriftian writers, Juftin, Minucius F»Kx, Tcr- 
tuUian, Jcroniyaad Maximus of T4xri&5 have iav«fygated ivjith to. 
lerable fucccfs tiie figure or ILkcneffi of a crofs io almoft every obje^ 
of nature or art $ iii theinterfedion of the meridian aodeqoatorj the 
buman face, a bird flying, a man fwimming, a maft and yard, a 
plough, ^flandardf &c. &c. &c. See Lipiiuft 4e Crucc^ 1. i. C 9. 

3^ See Aurelius Victor, who cooiiders this law as one of the ex- 
amples of CoDftantinc's piety* An edi£t fo houoarable to ChriiU^ntty 
deferved a place \u the TheodoGan C;ode^ i^itoad of the ifidire^ men- 
tion of it, which fcems to refult fromthe coopaiifon of the «tb A«d 
xviiith titles of the ixth book, 
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Ibarned to defpife the prejudices of his education, chap. 
and of his people, before he could ereft in the 
midft of Rome his own ftatue, bearing a crofs in 
its right hand } with an infcription, which referred 
the vidory of his arms, and the deliverance of 
Rome, to the virtue of that falutary fign, the true 
fymbol of force and courage". The fame fym-, 
bol ian£tified the arms of the foldiers of Conflan« 
tine ; the crofs glittered on their helmets, was en- 
graved on their ihields, was interwoven into their 
banners ; and the confecrated emblems which 
adorned the perfon of the emperor himfelf, were 
diftinguiihed only by richer materials and more 
exquifite workmanihip ^\ But the principal ftand- 
ard which difplayed the triumph of the crofs 
was ftiled the LaHarum^^ an obfcure, though 

3» Eufcbius, in Vit. Conftantin. 1. i. c. 40. The ftatue, or at 
leaft the crofs and infcription, may be afcribed with more probabU 
Iky to the (econd, or even the third, vifit of Conftantine to Rome. 
Immediately after the defeat of Maxentius, the zxiinds of the fenatc 
and people were fcai cely ripe for this puWic monument, 
* J» Agnofcas regina libens mca figna necefle eft; 

In quibus effigies crmis aut gemmata refulget 

Aut longis foUdo ex auro przfertur in haftis. 

Hoc (igno inviAus, tranfmiftis Alpfbus Ultor 

Servitium foWit miferabile Conftantinot 



Chriftus purpuntim gemmanti textus in auro 
SignabAt Labmwn^ dypebrum infignia Cbriftos 
Scripferat ; ardebat fummis crux addita criftis. 

Prudent, in Symmacbum, ). ii. 464* 4S6. 
1 The derivation and meaning of the word Labarum^ or Labontm% 
whicfa is employed by Gregory Nazianzen» Ambrofe, Prudentiui, 
&c« ftill remain totally unknown $ in fpite of the efibrts of the critics. 
who have ineffetStuaily tortured the Latin, Ckeek, Spantih, Celttp» 
Teutonic, lUyric, Armenian, (Stc. in fearch of an etymology. Sec 
J>ucange» in GlolT. Med. & infim. Latinitat. fub voce Laiarum, atKl 
GodefVoy, ad Cod. Thcoduf. torn. ii. p. 143. 
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CHAP, celebrated name, which has been yainly denied 
from almofl. all the languages of the "world. It is 
defcribed ^ as a long pike inCerfe£bed by a tranf- 
Terfal beanu The filksn veil which hung down 
from tlie beam, was curiouily enwrought with the 
images of the reigning monarch and his children. 
The fummit of the pike fupported a crown of 
gold which enclofed the myfterious monogram, at 
once expreflive of the figure of the crofs, and the 
initial fetters of the name of Chrift ". The fafety 
of the labarum was entruiled, to fifty guards, of 
approved valour and fklelity; thenr ftation wa^ 
marked by honours and emoluments ; and fome 
fertmiate accidents foon introduced an opinion^ 
that as long as the guards of the labanmi were 
engaged in the execution of their office, they were 
fecure and invulnerable anudft the darts of the 
enemy. In the fecond civil war Licinius fek and 
dreaded the power of this confeerated banner, the 
fight of which, in the diftrefs of battle, animated 
the foldiers of Conflantine with an invincible en« 
thufiafm, and fcattered terror and difmay through 
the ranks of the adverfe legions **. The Chriftian 

emperorsy 

u Enfeb. in Vit. Coaftantin. 1. i. c. 30, $1^ Baronius (AnnaT. 
Ecclcf. A. D. 3i4» N° %€.) ba§ cngravod a wpidtfatalMn of the 
Labarum. 

3S Tranfvena X literi, fummo capite drcumflcxo, Chriftmit id 
finitis notat. Cxcilius de M. P. c. 44.. Cuper (ad M. P. !n edit. 
La<5lant. torn: ii. p. '500.) and Baronius (A. D. 512. N« as-) 
have engraved from ancient momiments feveral f|>ecinicns (as thii» 
Q ^ \ of thefe monograjDe, which became cztremeiy faftU 
Ju. ^' X / onable in the Cbnftiaa world. 

35 Eafcb. in Vlt. Conftantin. 1. ii. c. 7, «, 9. * He introduccB the 
Labarum before the Italian expedition ; but h!s narratire ftems to in>- 
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Emperors, who refpefted the example of Con- ^^^^' 
ftdntinfe, difplayed in all their military expeditions u,»vi-i 
the ftatidfeird of the croft ; but when the degene- 
i*ate fucceflbrs of Theodofius had ceafed to appear 
In perfon at the head of their Armies, the laba^ 
rum was depofited as a venerable but ufdefs relic: 
in the palace of Cortftantinbple ". Its hononrg 
ire ftill prtftfved on the medals of the Flavian 
family. ITieir gtateftil devotion has placed the 
monogram of Chrift in the midft of the enfigns 
of Rome. The folemn epithets of, fafety of th6 
fepiiblic, glory of the army, reftoration of public 
happinefs, are equally applied to the religious and 
military trophies ; and there is ftill extant a me- 
dal of tht emperor Conftantius, where the ftan-i 
dard of the labariliti is accompanied with thefe me- 
morable wotds. By this stoN Tttou shalt cok-^ 

QUER *'. 

n. In all occafions (rf danger or diftrefs, it wa5 The dream 
the praftice of the primitive Chriftians to fortify ^^^^^^ 
their minds and bodies by the fign of the drofs, 
which they ufed, in all their ecclefiaftical rit^s, in 

dicate that it ii^as never Ihewn at ihe head ot an armyf till Co*', 
ftantine^, above ten years afterwards^ declared himfelf the enemy 
of Liciniu8» and the deliverer of the church. 

^ See Cod. Theod. 1. vi. tit. xxr. $osometi, 1. i. c. %* Theo- 
phan. Chronograph, p. 11. Theophanes lived towards the end of 
the eighth oentury , almoft five hundred years after Conftantine. The 
modern (Greeks were not inclined to difplay in the field the (landard 
of the eropire and of Chriftianity ; and though they depended on 
every fuperftitious hope of defence^ the promife of vlhory would 
have appeared too bold a fi<^:on. 

i* The Abbe du VoiiJn, p. 103, &c. alleges feveral of thefe me. 
dals« and quotes a particular diHertation of a Jcfuit^ the Pcre dtt 
Grainville^ on this fubjc^. 
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all the daily occurrences of life, as an infallible 
prefervative againft every fpecles of fpiritual or 
temporal evil ^\ The authority of the chuFch 
might alon^ have had fuf&dent weight to juftify 
the devotion of Conftantine, who, in the fame 
prudent and gradual progrefs, acknowledged the 
truth, •and affumed the fymbol, of Chriftianity. 
But the teftimony of a contemporary writer, who 
in a formal treatife has avenged the caufe of reli* 
gion, beftows on the piety of the emperor a more 
awful and fublinie charafter. He affirms, with the 
moft perfect confidence, that in the night which 
preceded the laft battle againft Maxentius, Con- 
ftantine was admonifhed in a dream to infcribe 
the fhields of his foldiers with the celejlial ftpi 
of God^ the facred monogram of the name of Chrift j 
diat he executed the commands of heaven, and 
that his valour and obedience were rewarded by 
the decifive viftory of the Milvian Bridge. Some 
confiderations might perhaps incline a fceptical 
mind to fufped the judgment or the veracity of 
the rhetorician, whofe pen, either from zeal or 
intereft, was devoted to the caufe of the prevail- 
ingfadion^. He appears to have publiihed his 

deaths 

J9 Tcrtullian, de Corona, c. 3. Athanafiua, torn. i. p. iot. TTjc 
karned Jcrfuit PetaTins (Dogmata TheoH>g. 1. xt. c. 9, xo.) hat 
colkAcd many fimilar paflages on the virtues of the cro^, which in 
the laft age embarraned our Proteftant dtfputants. 

40 Csciliusy de M. P. c. 44. It is certain, that this hidorical 
declamation was compofed and publifhed> while Licinius^ fovereign 
of the Eaft, ftill preferved the friendflirp of Conftantine, ancl of the 
Chriftiana. Every reader of tafte muft perceive, that the ftyle \& of 
a very different and inferior charadter to that of Ladtanttus 5 and 
fuch indeed ii the judgment of Le Clerc and Lardner (Bibliotheque 
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deaths of the perfecutors at Nicomcdia about chap. 
three years after the Roman viSory ; but the in- ^-^-j 
terval of a thoufand miles, and a thoufand days, 
will allow an ample latitude for the invention of 
declaimers, the credulity of party, and the tacit 
approbation of the emperor himfelf ; who might 
liften without indignation to a marvellous tale, 
which exalted his fame, and promoted his de- 
figns. In favour of Licinius, who ftill diffembled 
his animofity to the Chriftians, the fame author 
has provided a fimilar vifion, of a form of prayer, 
which was communicated by an angel, and re- 
peated by the whole army before they engaged 
the legions of the tyrant Maximin. The frequent 
repetition of miracles ferves to provoke, where it 
does not fubdue, the *reafon of mankind*'; but 
if the dream of Conftantine is feparately confi- 
dered, it may be naturally explained either by the 
policy or the enthufiafm of the emperor. Whilft 
his anxiety for the approaching day, which mufl 
decide the fate of the empire, was fufpended by a 
fiiort and interrupted flumber, the venerable 

Anciennciet Modcmc, torn, iii. p. 438. Credibility of the Gofpel, 
&c. part ii. vol. vif. p. 94.). Three arguments from the tiUe of the 
book, and from the names of Donatus and Cxcilius, are produced 
by the advocates for Ladantius (See the F. Leftocq, torn, ii, 
p. 46 — 60. ) . Each of thefe proofs is lingly weak and deiedive ; but 
their concurrence has great weight. I have often fludnated, and 
ihall toffuij follow the Colbert MS. in calling the autiior (whoever 
he was) C«cilius. 

♦' Caecilius, de M. P. c. 46. There fecms to be fome reafon In 
the obCervation of M. de Voltaire (Oeuvres, torn xiv. p. 307. )> who 
afcribes to fhe fuccefs of Conftantine the fupcrior fame of his La* 
barum above the angel of Licinius. Yet even this angel is favour- 
ably entertained by Pagi, Tillemont, Hcury, &c. who arc fond of 
jpcreafing their ftock 01 miracles. 

S ^ (orn[\ 



26t THE DECLINE AND FALL 

CHAP, form of Chrift, an4 the well*knpwn fymbol q£ 
\ns religion, might forcibly oflfer themfelves to 
the aftive fancy of a prince who reverenced the 
n?ime, smd had perhaps fecretly implored the 
power, of the God of the Chriftians. As readily 
inight a confunmiate ftatefman indulge himfelf in 
the ufc of one of thofe military ftratagems, one of 
thofe pious frauds, which Philip and Sertorius had 
employed with fuch art and efFed**. The prae- 
tematural origin of dreams was univerfally ad- 
mitted by the nations of antiquity, and a confider- 
able part of the Gallic army was already prepared 
to place their confidence in the falutary fign of 
the Chriftian religion. The fecret vifion of Con- 
ftantine could be difproved o|ily by the event ; 
and the intrepid hero who had paffed the Alps 
and the Appenine, might view with carelofs defpair 
the confequences of a defeat under the walk of 
l^ome. The fenate and people, exulting in their 
own deliverance from an odious tyrant, acknow- 
ledged tliat the viftory of Conftantine furpaffed 
the powers of man, without daring to infinuate 
that it had been obtained by the proteftion of the 
Gods. ,Thc triuinphal arch, which was ereded 

4* BeHdesthefe wdl-known cxaroplfi, Tollius (Preface to Boil* 
leau's tranflation ot Longinus) hasdifcoveredavifionofAntigonuSa 
ivho afi'ured his troops that he had feen a pentagon (the fymbol of 
fafety) with tbefe words, " In this conquer." But ToUius hat 
moft inexculably omitted to produce his authority; and his own 
character, literary as well as moral, is not free from reproach (Sec 
Chauffepi^ DicJlionuiire Critique, torn. iv. p. 460.). Without in- 
AAing on the (ilence of Diodorus, Plutarch, Juilin, &c. it may be 
obfcrvcd that Polyaenus, who in a feparate chapter (I. iv, c. 6.) has 
collected nineteen military ftratagems ofAatigonus, is totally ig- 
norant of this remarkable vilion. 

?bout 
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al>out three years after the eyent, proclaiois, in ^^i^^' 
ainbigiious l^iguage, that, by the greatoefs of » -^- _j 
bis own mind, and by an injlinii or impulfe of the 
Divinity, he had faved and avenged the Roman 
republic ^^ The pagan orator, who had feized 
an earlier opportunity of celebrating the virtueg 
of the conqueror, fuppofes that he alone enjoyed 
a fecret and intimate commerce with the Supreme 
Being, who delegated the care of mortab to his 
fubordinate deities ; and thus afiigns a very piau^^ 
iible rea&m why the fubjeds of Conftantine ibould 
not prefume to embrace the new religion of their 
Sovereign **. 

III. The philoibpber, who with calm fufpicion Appear. 
examines the dreams and omens, the miracles and crofsln* 
prodigies, of proiane or even of ecclefiaftical the iky- 
hiftory, will probably conclude, that if the eyes 
of the fpedators have fometimes been deceived 
by fraud, the underftanding of the readers has 
much more frequently been infulted .by fidion. 
Every event, or a{^>earance, or accident, which 
feems to deviate from the ordinary courfe of na» 
ture, has been ralhly afcribed to the immediate 
adion of the Deity ; and the aftonifbed fancy of 
the multitude has fometimes given fhape and co- 
lour, language and motion, to the fleeting but 

43 Inilindtu Dmnititis, mentis magnitudine. The ii?rcription on 
the triumphal arch of Conftantine, which has been copied by Baro* 
nios, Gruter, &c. may ftiU be perufed by e^ry curious traveller. 

44. Habes profe<5lo aliquid cum ilia mente Divina fecretum; qu« 
dclcgata noftra Diis Minoribus cura uni fe tibi dignatur oftendere. 
Pancgyr. Vet. ix. 2. 
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^xx ^* uncommon meteors of the air**. Nazarius and 
Eufebius are the two mod celebrated orators, who 
in ftudied panegyrics, have laboured to exalt the 
glory of Conftantine. Nine years after the Ro- 

A.D-3»i. nian viftory, Nazarius** defcribes an army of di- 
vine warriors, who feemed to fall from the iky: 
he marks their beauty, their fpirit, their gigando 
forms, the ftream of light which beamed from 
their celeftial armour, their padence in fuSerxng 
themfelves to be heard, as well as feen, by morT 
tals ; and their declaratioi^ that they were fent, 
that they flew, to the affiftance of the great Con- 
ftantine. ' For the truth of this prodigy, the Pagan 
orator appeals to the whole Gallic nation, in whofe 
prefence he was then fpeaking; and feems to 
hope that the 'ancient apparitions ^^ would now 
obtain credit from this recent and public event. 
The Chriftian fable of Eufebius, which, in the 

A.D. 338. fpace of twenty-fix years, might, arife from the 
original . dream, is caft in a 9iuch more corred 
and elegant mould. In one of the marches of 
Conftantine, he is reported to have feen with his 

45 M. Frcret (Mcmoircs de rAcadcmie tics Infcriptiona, torn. iv. 
p. 411—4.37-) explains, by phyfical caufcs, many of the pro(iigie$ 
of antiquity; and Fabriciiis, who is ahufed by both parties, vainly 
tries to introduce the celeftial cro's of Conftantine ankong the fol^ 
Halos. Bibliotbec. Grace, torn. vi. p. 8—49. 

4^ Nazarfus inter Paneg.yr. Vet. x. 14, 15. It is unneceflary to 
name the moderns, whofe undiftinguiihing and ravenous appetite 
has f wallowed even the Pagan bait of Nazarius. 

47 Tbe Apparitions Qf|Caftor and Pollux, particularly to announcft 
the Macedonian victory, are attefted by hiftorians and public monu- 
ments. See Cicero de Natura Deorum, ii. a. iii. 5, 6. Florus, ii. 
la. Valerius Maximus, 1. i. c. 8. N® i. Yet the moft recent of 
thefe miracles is omitted, and indiredUy deaied by Livy (xlv. i.)- 

own 
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own eyes the luminous trophy of the crofs, placecl CHAP, 
above tl^ meridian fun, and infcribed with the 
following words : By this, conotjer. This amaz^ 
ing object in the iky aftoniihed the whole arniy, 
as well as the emperor himfelf^ who was yet un« 
determined in the choice of a religion; but his 
ailonifiiment was converted Into faith by the vi^ 
fion of the enfuing night. Chrift appeared be- 
fore his eyes; and difplaying the fame celeftial 
fign of the crofs, he dire&ed Conftantine to frame 
a funilar ftandard, and to march, with an af. 
furance of vidory, againil Maxentius and all his 
enemies**. The learned bifliop of Caefarea ap- 
pears to be fenfible, that the recent difcovery pf 
this maivellous anecdote would exdite fome fur- 
prife and diftruft among the moft pious of his 
readers. Yet, inftead of afcertaining the precife 
drcumflances of time and plac6, which always 
lenreto deteft falfehood, or edablifh truth ^; in- 
ilead of colle6ting and recording the evidence 
of fo many living witneffes, who mufl have been 
(peftators of this ftupendous miracle ^"^ ; Eufebius 
contents himfelf with alleging a very lingular 
teftlmony ; that of the deceafed Conftantine, who, 
mapy years after the event, in the freedom of con- 

^ Eiifeblus, 1. i. c. aS, 19, 30. Th^ ftletice of the fame Eufebius, 
io W Ec'cletiaftical Hiftory, is c^ecply felt by thole advocates fur 
^e miracle who are not abfolutdy. c;iUou8. 

^ The narrative of Conftantine fcqi^$ to indicate, that he faw 
t^ crofs in the Ony before he palTed the Alps againlt Maxentius. 
The fcenc has beep fixed by provincid vanity at Treves, Belan^oii, 
&c. Sec Tillcmont, dc^ Emperenrs, torn. iv. p. 573. 

5^ The (NOUS Tillcmont (Mem. BcckC tom. vii. p. 1317.) rejcftg 
7*ith a figh the ufeful Ads of Artemiiit, a veteran and a martyr^ 
f ho atlefts as an eye- witi^cfs the viHon of Conftantine. 

ver(ation. 
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CHAP, verfadon, had related to faim dm extraorcKnary in- 
cident of bis own hfe^ and had attefted the truth of 
it by a fdemn oath. The prudence and gratittide 
of the learned prelate forbade, him to fufped the 
veracity of his vidorious mafter ; but he plamly 
intimates, that, in a h& of fuch a nature, he 
ihoutd have refufed his afiient to any meaner au- 
thority. This motive of credft)ility could not 
furvive the power of the Flavian family ; and the 
celeftial fign, which the Infidels might after- 
wards deride '', was difregaxded by the Chriftians 
of the age which imme<fiatdy followed the conver* 
fion of Ccmftantine ^\ But the Catholic church, 
both of the Eail and of the Weft, has adopted a 
prodigy, which favours, or feems to £ivour, the 
popular worihip of the crois. The vifion of C<»i- 
ftantine maintained an honourable place in the 
legend of fuperflition, till the bold and fagacious 
Ijririt of criticifm prefumed to depreciate die tru 
uvskfbj and to arraign the truths of the firft Chrif* 
tian empef or ^t 

The 

51 Gclafius Cyiic. In A&. Concil. Nicfs. 1. r. c. 4. 

s^ The advocates for the vifion arc unab)e to produce a fingle 
teftlmony from the Fathere of the fourth and fiiih centuries, who, 
in their voluminous i^ti tings, repeatedly celebrate the triumph of 
the church and of Conftantine. As thefe venerable men had not 
any dfflike to a mirac;)e, we may fufpe^ (and the fufpicion is con- 
firmed by the ignorance of Jerom) that they were all unacquainted 
with the life of Con flan tine by Eufebius. This trad was recovered 
by the diligenoe of thofe who tranflated or continued bis £ccle6af. 
tical Hiftofy, and who have reprefented in various colours the 
vifion of the croft. 

$? Godefroy was the firft who, in the year 1643 (Not. ad Phi- 
loftorgium, 1. i. c. 6. p. x6.)> expre/Ted any doubt of a miracle 
^hicb had been fupported with e^ual zeal by Cardinal Baroniu8>and 

the 
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The con- 
Terlion of 
Conftan- 
tine might 
be fincerc* 



The protcftant and philofophic readers of the C HA p. 
prefent age \viU iiicluie to believe, that^ in the ac^ 
count of his ovm converfion, Conftantine aitefted 
a valfiil Wifehood by a folemn and deliberate per- 
jury. They may not hefitate to pronounce, that, 
in tbe choice of a religion, his mind was deter* 
mioed only by a fenie of intereft ; and that (ac- 
cording to the expreffion of a profane poet '^) he 
ufed the altars of the church as a conrenient foot* 
flool to the throne of the empire. A conclufion 
fo bai^ and fo abfolute is not, however, warrant- 
ed t)y our knowledge of human nature, of Con- 
ftantine^ or of Chriftianity. In an age 6£ religious 
fervour, th^ moft artful ftatefmen are obfenred to 
fe^l fome part of the entbufiafm which they in- 
fj^re; and the mpft orthodox liaunts affumc the 
dangerous privikge pf def^ding the caufe of 

the Ccnturiators of Magdeburjh. Siicc that time, many of tbe 
Proteftant critics have incKned towards doubt and difbelief. The 
objections are urged* with great force, by M. Chauflfepi^ (Diftion- 
naire Critique, torn. iv. p. 6-^ix, and, ia the year 1774, a dod^or 
of Sorbonne, the Abb^ du Voilin, publiihed ^ Apology, wibicbdc* 
fcrves tbe praife Qi learning and moderation. 

54 Lofs Conftanttii dit ces p>ropres paroles ; 
Pal renverie k culjbe des, idoles ; 
Sur les debris de leiirg temples fumans 
Au Dieu du Ciel j'ai prodiguc I'encens. 
Mais tous mei foins pour fa grandeur fupreme 
N'eurent jamais d'autre obj^t que moi-m£me; 
Les faints autels n'^toient a mes regards 
Qu'un marchepti^ du tr^oe des C^fars. 
L*ambition, la fureur, les delices 
Stotent mes Dieux, avoient mes facrifices. 
IS or dcs Chretiens, leurs intrigues, leu iang 
Ont cimente ma fortune ct mon rang. 

Tbe poem which contains theie line» may be read with pleafure^ 
but capnot b^ named yrith decency. 

truth 
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truth by the arms of deceit and falfehood. Per- 
fonal intereft is often the ftandard of our belieF, 
as well as of our praftice ; and the fame motives 
of temporal advantage which 'might influence the 
public conduft and profeflions of Conftantine, 
would infenfibly difpofe his mind to embrace a 
religion fo propitious to his feme and fortunes* 
His vanity was gratified by the flattering aflurance^ 
that he had been chofen by Heaven to reign over 
the earth ; fuccefs had juftified his divine title \.<% 
the throne, and that title was founded on the 
truth of the Chriflian revelation. As real virtue 
is fometimes excited by undeferved applaufe^ the 
fpecious piety of Confl:antine, if at firft it was only 
fpecious, might gradually, by the influence of 
praife, of hsibit, and of example, be matured into 
ferious fzuth and fervent devotion. The bifhops 
and teachers of the new feO:, whofe drefs and man- 
ners had not qualified them for the refidence of a 
court, were adpijtted to the Imperial table; they 
accompanied the monarch \x\ his expeditions ; 
and the afcendant which one of the^i, an Egyp^ 
tian or a Spaniard ^', acquired over his mind, was 
imputed by the Pagans to the eflFeft of magic **". 
Laftantius, who has adorned the precepts of the 

55 This fayourite waft probably the great Oiius, bifliop of Cor- 
dova, who preferred the paftqral care of the whole church to the 
government of a particular diocefe. His charader is magnificentlyp 
though concifely, exprefTed by Athanafius (torn. i. p. 70.i.)r ^^ 
Tiilemont, Mem. Ecclef. torn. vii. p. 524— >56z. Ofias was ac- 
cnfed, perhaps unjuftly, of retiring from court with a very ample 
fortune.' 

f See Eofcbius (iq Vlt. Conftant paffim)/ and Zofimus, I. \u 
p. 104. 

8 gofpel 
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j^c^pel with the eloquence of Cicero " j and Eu- 
lebius, who has confecrated the teaming and phi- 
lofophy of the Greeks to the fervice of religion ", 
■were both received into the friendfliip and fami- 
liarity of their fovereign : and thofe able mafters 
of controverfy could patiently watch the foft and 
yielding moments of perfuafion, and dexteroufly 
apply the arguments which were the beft adapted 
Co his charafter and underftanding. Whatever 
sidvantages might be derived from the acquifitioQ 
of an Imperial profelyte, h^ was diftinguiflied by 
the fplendour of his purple, rather than by the 
fuperiority of wifdom or virtue, from the many 
thoufands of his fubjeds who had embraced the 
doilrines of Chriftianity. Nor can it be deemed 
incredible, that the mind of an unlettered foldier 
fhould have yielded to the weight of evidence, 
which, in a more enlightened age, has fatisfied or 
fubdued the reafon . of a Grotius,- a Pafcal, or a 
Locke. In the midft.of the inceiTant labours of 
his great office, this foldier employed, or afteded 
to employ, the hours of the night in the diligent 
ftudy of the Scriptures, and the compofition of 
theological difcourfesj which he afterwards pro- 
nounced in the prefence of a numerous and 
applauding audience. In a very long difcourfe, 

57 The Chriftianity of La^antius was of a moral, rather than of 
a myftcrioiis caft. «' Erat pstne rudis (fays the orthodox Bull) dif* 
•* ciplinx Chriftianae, ct in rhetorica melius qiiam in thcologia 
« verfiitiK.*' Dcfcnfio Fidel Nicen«, fed. ii. c. 14. 

fl Fabricius, with his ufual diligence, has colledted alift of be- 
tween three and four hundred authors quoted in the Evangelical 
Preparations of Eufcbius. See Bibliothcc. Grace. 1. v. c. 4. torn. Tt. 
p. 37— 5*- 

which 
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c^At>- vrhkh is fUll extant, the royal preaeW C3Cpatiiate« 
1 ^-. r on the various proofs of religion ; but he dweik 
with peculiar complacency on the Sybilline 
The fourth verfte '% and the fourth eclogue of Virgil **- 
eclogue ot p^^y y^^^^ before the birth of Chrift, the Man- 
tuan bard, as if infpired by the celeftial mufe of 
Haiah, had celebrated, with all the pott^p of Ori* 
ental metaphor, the return of the Virgin, the fall 
of the ferpent, the approaching birth of a godlike 
child, the offspring of the great Jupiter, who 
&ould expiate the guilt of human kind, and go- 
vern the peaceful univerfe with the virtues of hii 
father j the rife and appearance of to heavenly 
race, a primitive nation throughout the world j 
and the gradual reftoration of the innocence and 
felicity of the golden age. The poet was perhaps 
uncoxifcious of the fecret fenfe and objeft of tide 
fublime prediQdons, which have been fo unworthily 
applied to the in&nt fon ofaconful, or atrium* 
vir ^* : but if a more fplendid, and indeed fpecious^ 
interpretation of the fburth eclogue contributed ta 

the convcrfion of the firfl Chriftian emperor, Vir-^ 

* 

S9 See Conft&nttn. Orat. ad Satiaot, c. tp, 20. He cbtcfiy d^^ 
^nds on a myftcrious icroftic, compofed in the ^}Ah a^ alter the 
Deluge by the Erythrzan Sybil, and tranflated by Cicero into La* 
tin. The init?iil leUers of the thirty-four Greek vcrfcs form thfa 
prophetic fentence: j£svs Christ^ Son of God, Saviour ov 
THE World* 

^ In his paraphrafe of Virgil, the emperor has frequently affiled 
and improved the literal fenfe of the Latin teiEt. See Bloniel deft 
SybiHes, 1. i. c. 14, 15, i6. 

^» The different claims of an elder and younger fon of PoIliOf ot 
Julia, of Drufus, of Marcellus, are found to be incompatible witk 
chronology, hiftory, and the good fenfe of Vii^il. 

a gil 
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gil may dcferve to be ranked among the moft fuc- ^.^ ^^ 
celsfui mifiionanes of the gofpcl "**. ■_ ^'_t 

The awful myfteries of the Chriftian faith and Derotion 
worihip were concealed from the eyes of ftrangers, fcgcfof ' 
and even of catechumens^ with an affeded fe- ^'^*"^»** 
crecy, which ferved to excite their wonder and 
curiofity '*. But the fevere rules of difdpline 
which die prudence of the biihops had inftituted, 
were relaxed by the feme prudence in favour of an 
Imperial profelyte, whom it was fo important t6 
allure, by every gentle condefcenfion, into the 
pafe of the church; and Conilantine was per- 
mitted, at leaft by a tacit difpenfation, to enjoy 
mo/i of the privileges, before he had contraded 
my of the obligations, of a Chriftian* Infl;pad of 
retiring from the congregation, when the voice 
of the deacon difmiiTed the profane multitude, he 
prayed with the faithful, difputed with the biihops^ 
preached on the moft fubUme and intricate fub-» 
jtSts of theology, celebrated with facred rites the 
vigil of Eafter, and publicly declared himfeli^ 
not only a partaker, but, in fome meafurej a prieft 

*^ See Lowth de &cra Peeft Hebneoram Prsekd. mi. p. aS^^ 

%^Z* In the examination of the fourth eclogue> the refpedable 
biCbop of London hai> difplayed learning, tafte, ingenuity, and a 
temperate enthafiafm , which exalts his fancy withoot degrading hb 
judgmeot 

•j The diftin6lion between the public arad the fecret parts of di- 
^ne iervlce, the mtfa catechttmenorum^ and the miJaJUt/iamy and the 
myftenous veil which piety or policy had caft ow^ the ktter, ar* 
very jodiciouny explained by Thiers, £cpofition 4n Saint Sacre* 
ment, 1. 1. c. S— is. p. 59—91 ; but as, on this fub}ed» the Papifts 
may reafonably be fufpeded, a Proteftant reader will depend with 
norc confidence on the learned Bingham. Anti<^uiticsj 1. x. c. j. 

and 
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c Ha p. and hierophanti of the Chriftian myftcries ^. The 
\_j-j- ^ pride of Conflantine might afiume, aitd his fer-« 
Tices had deferved, fome extraordinary diftinftion : 
an ill*timed rigour might have blafted the un« 
ripened fruits of his conyerfion ; and if the doors 
of the church had been ftridiy clofed againfl a 
prince who had deferted the altars of the gods^ 
the mailer of the empire would have been left 
deflicute of any fotcn of religious worfhip* In his 
lad vifit to Rome, he pioufly difclajmed and in- 
fiilted the fuperftition of his anceftors, by refiifing 
to lead the military procefHon of the equeilrian 
order, and to offer the public vows to the Jupiter 
of the Capitoline Hill *'^ Many years before his 
baptifip and death, Conflantine had proclaimed 
to the world, that neither his perfon nor his 
image ifaould ever more be feen within the walls 
of an idolatrous temple; while he diftributed 
through the provinces a variety of medals and 
pidures, which reprefented . the emperor in an 
humble and fuppllant pofture of Chriftian devo- 
tion ^ 
Belay of '^^^ P^^® ^^ Conftantine, who refufed the pri- 
htsbap. vileges of a catechumen, cannot' eafily be ex- 
thrap. plained or excufed ; but the delay of his haptifm 
S!^^^ ^^ ^^y ^^ juftified by the maxims and the pradice 
of ecdefiaftical antiquity. The facrament of bap* 

•4 See Eufirbiiii in Vit. Coaft. 1. iv. c. 15—31. and the whole 
tenor of Conftantine's Sermon. The faith and devotion of the em- 
peror has fnroiflied Baroaius with a fpecious argument ia favour of 
his early baptifm. 

' 6^ ZoBmus, I. li. p. X05. 
^ Euftbius in Vit. Conftant I. iv. c. 15, r6. 

dfin 
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tSlki*' was regularly adminlftered by the bifliop ^^^^* 
himfelf, v/ffh his aiEftant clergy, in the cathedral 
church of the diocefe, during the fifty days 
between the folemn fcftlvals of Eafter and Pen- 
tecoft ; and this holy term admitted a numerous 
band of infaiits and adult perfons into the bofom 
of the church. The difcretion of parents often 
iufpended the baptifm of their children till they 
Could underftand the obligations which they con-* 
trailed; the feverity of ancient bifhops exaded 
from the new converts a noviciate of two or three 
years; and the catechumens themfelves, from 
different motives of a temporal or a fpiritual na- 
ture, were feldom impatient to affume the cha-i 
rafter of perfed and initiated Chriftians. The 
fecrament of baptifm Was fuppofed to contain a 
full and abfolute expiation of fm; and the foul 
was inftantly reftored to its original purit)'^, and 
entitled to the promife of eternal falvation. Among 
the profelytes of Chriftianity, there were many 
who judged it imprudent to precipitate a falutary 
rite, which could not be repeated; to throw away 
an ineftimable privilege, which could never be 
recovered. By the delay of their baptifm, they 
' could venture freely to indulge their paffions iu 

^ The theory and pradicc oC antiquity with regard to the facra- 
ment of b^ptiftn, have been copiotifly explained by Dom. Chardon, 
llift. dcs Sacrcmens, torn. i. p. j— 405 » Dom. Martenne^ de Riti- 
Ims EccielwB Antiquis, torn, i.; and by Bingham^ in the ter.th md 
eleventh books of his Chriftian Antiquities. One circumftance may 
be obferved, in which the m<xlern churches have materially depart- 
ed from the tncient c\iftom. The facrament of baptifm (even when 
it was adminiftcicd to infants) was immediately followed by con* 
lumatioii and the holy communion. 

V0L.IR T the 
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the enjoyments of this world, while they ftill «. 
tmncd in their own hands the means om ftjre sttid 
eafy abfolution ^*. The fublinie theoiy of the 
gofpel had made a much fainter impreffion on the 
heart, than on the underftan^g of Coaflantinc 
himfelf. He purfued the great objeft of his am- 
bition through the dark and bloody paths of war 
and policy ; and, after the viftor}'',' he abandoned 
himfelf, without moderation, to the abufe of his 
fortune, Inftead of afferting his juft fuperiority 
above the imperfed heroifm and prophane 'pMk> 
fophy of Trajan and the *Antonin.es, tl>e mature 
age of Conftantine forfeited the reputation which 
he had acquired in his youth. As he gradually 
advanced in the knowledge of truth, he propor- 
tionably dcclmed in the praftice of virtue ; and the 
fame year of his reign in which he convened the 
council of Nice, was polluted by the execution, or 
rather murder, of his eldeft fon. This date is 
alone fufficient to refute the ignorant and mali. 

« The fathers, who cenfurcd this criminal delay, could not deny 
the certain and viflorious efficacy even of a death l^cd baptifm. The 
ingenious rhetoric of Chryfoftom could find only three arguments 
againft thefe prudent Chriltians. i. That we fhould love and purine 
virtue for her own fake, and not merely for the reward, a. That 
we may be furprifcd by death without an opportunity of baptifm, 
3. '1 hat although we ihall be placed in heaven, we ihall oirfy 
twinkle like little ftars, when compared to the funs of righteoaihe& 
who have run their appointed courie with labour, with ^uccefd, and 
with glory. Chryfoftom in Epift. ad Hebrstos, Homil. xiii. apud 
Chardon, Hill, dcs Sacremens, torn. 1. p. 49. I believe that this 
delay of baptifm, though attended with the moR, pernicious confe- 
quences, was never condemned by any general or provincial coun- 
cil, or by any public ad or declaration of the church- The aeal of 
the biiliops was eafily kindled on much flighter occafiont. 

douo 
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clous fuggeftions of Zofimus'^% who affirms, that chap. 
after the d^th of Ciifpus, the remorfe of his fa- ^^^ 
ther accepted from the minifters of Ghriflianity 
the expiation which he had vainly folicited from 
the Pagan pontiffs. At the time of the death of 
Crifpus, the emperor could no longer. hefitate in 
the choice of a religion j he cotdd no longer be 
ignorant that the church was poffefled of an in- 
fallible remedy, though he chofe to defer the ap- 
plication of it, till the approach of death had 
removed the temptation and danger of a relapfe* 
The bilhops, whom he fummoned in his laft 
illiiefs to the palace of Nicomedia, were edified 
by the fervour with which he requefted and re* 
ceived the facrament of baptifm, by the folemn 
proteftation that the remainder of his life fhould 
be worthy of a difciple of Chrill, and by his hum- 
ble refufal to wear the Imperial purple . after he 
had been clothed in the white garment of a Neo- 
phyte. The example and reputation of Conftan- 
tine feemed to countenance the delay of bap- 
tifm ^^ Future tyrants were encouraged to be- 
lieve, that the innocent blood which they might 
Ihed in a long reign would inftantly be wafhed 
away in the waters of regeneration ; and the abufe 
of religion dangeroufly undermined the ifounda- 
tions of moral virtue. 

^ Zolimnsy 1. ii. p. Z04. For this difingvfiuons falfehood he has 
deferved and experienced the hariheft treatment from k\] the eccle- 
fiaftical writers, except Cardinal Baronius (A. D. 334, N<^ 'S'r'^S)^ 
who had occafion to employ the infidel on a particular fcrvice againft 
the Arian Eufebius. 

^o Eufebius, L iv. c. 61, 6t, 63. The bifliop of Carfarea fuppofts 
the (alvation of Conftantine with the moft perfect con^dence* 

Tz The 
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^ xx*** The gratitude of the church has exalted the 
u^-v-Li virtues and excufed the failings of a generous 
tion^or patron,- who feated Chriftianity^on the throne of 
chriftian- the Roman world; and the Greeks, who cele- 
^^'' brate the feftival of the Imperial faint,* feldom 

mention the name of Conftantine without adding 
the title of equal to the Apojlles ^\ Such a com- 
parifon, if it allude to the charafter of thofe di- 
vine miflionaries, muft be imputed to the extra- 
vagance of impious flattery. But if the parallel 
be confined to the extent and number of their 
evangelic viftories, the fuccefs of Conftantine 
might perhaps equal that of the Apoftles them- 
felves. By the edicts of toleration, he removed 
the temporal difadvantages which had hitherto 
retarded the progrefs of Chriftianity; and its 
active and numerous minifters received a free pcr- 
miffion, a liberal encouragement, to recommend 
the falutary truths of revelation by every argu- 
ment which could afFe£t the reafon or piety of 
manldnd. The exaft balance of the two religions 
co^tinued but a moment; and the piercing 
eye of ambition and avarice foon difcovered, 
that the profeffion of Chriftianity might contri- 
bute to the intereft of the prefent, as well as of a 
future life '*. The hopes of wealth and honours, 
the example of an emperor, his exhortations, his 

v Sec Tillcmont, Hi ft. dcs £aipereurs« torn, iv, p. 429. Tlic 
Grrcks, thr Ruilinns, and, in the darker ages, the I^tuis thetn- 
felves, have been deiiroiu of placing Conftantine in the catalogue 
of fa'ntP. 

7» Sec the third and fourth books of hi« life. He was accuftomed 
\o fay, that whether Chrift was preached in pretence or in truth, 
he ihouW ftill rejoice {I. iii. c. 58.). 

irrcfiflible 
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irr^ftible fmfles, diffufed conviftion among the 
venal and obfequious^ crowds which ufually fill 
the apartments of a palace. The cities wliich 
fignalized a forward zeal, by the voluntary de- 
ftruftion of their temples, were diftinguiflied by 
inmiicij>al privileges, and rewarded with popular 
donatives ; and the new capital of the Eaft gloried 
in the fmgular advantage, that Conflantinople 
was never profaned by the worfliip of- idols ^', 
As the lower rankvS of fociety are governed by 
imitation, the converfion of thofe who pofl'effed 
any eminence of birth, of power, or of riches, was 
foon followed by dependent multitudes^*. The 
falvation of the common people was purchafed at 
an eafy rate, if it be true, that, in one year, 
twelve thoufand men were baptifed at Rome, be- 
fides a proportionable number of women and 
children ; and that a white garment, with twenty 
pieces of gold, had been promifed by the em- 

73 M. dc TiUcmont (Hift: dca Empcrcurs, torn. iv. p. ^74. 
616.) has defended, with ftrcngtb and fpirit, the virgin purity of 
Conflantinople againft fume malevolent inGnuations of the Pagan 
2ol«inu8. 

74 The author of the Hiftoire Politique ct Philofophiquc dcs deux 
'Indes (torn. i. p. 9.) condemns a Jaw of Conftantine, which gave 

freedom to atl the flaves who ihuuki embrace Chriftianity. The em- 
peror did indeed publHh a law, which reftrained the Jews from cir- 
cumcifing, perhaps from keeping, any Chriftian flaves (fee Eufeb, 
in Vlt. Conftant. 1. iv. c. 27. and Cod. Theod. 1. xvi. tit. ix. with 
Godefroy's Commentary, tom. vi. p. ft47.)- But this imperfed 
exception related only to the Jews ; and the great body of flaves, 
who were the property of Chriftian or Pagan nr afters, could notim* 
prove their temporal condition by changing their religion. I am 
ignorant by what guides the Abbe Raynal wa3 deceived { as the 
total abfence of quotations is the unpardonable blemifl) of his ra- 
tertaining hiftory. 

T 3 peror 
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c H^ P. peror to every convert ". The powerful influence 
of Conftantine was not circumfcribed by the nar- 
row limits of his life, or of his dominions. The 
education which he beftowed on his fons and 
liephews, fecured to the empire a race of princes, 
whofe faith was ftill more lively and fmcere, as 
they imbibed, in their earlieft infancy, the fpirit, 
or at leaft the doftrine, of Chriftianity. War arid 
commerce had fpread the knowledge of the gofpel 
beyond the confines of the Roman provinces; 
and the Barbarians, who had difdained an humble 
tod ' profcribed feft, foon learned to efteem a 
religion which had been fo lately embraced by 
the greateft monarch, and the moft civilized na- 
tion of the globe ^^ The Goths and Germans, 
who enlifted under the ftandard of Rome, re- 
vered the crofs which glitterfed at the head of the 
legions, and their fierce countrymen received at 
the fame time the leflbns of faith and of humanity. 
The kings of Iberia and Armenia worihipped the 



^5 Sec Aaa S" SUvcftri, and Hift. Ecclcf. Nicephor. Callift. L vii. 
c. 34. ap. BaroDium Annal. Ecclef. A. D. 3149 N<^ 67* 74- Sach 
evidence is contemptible enough ; but thefe circumftances are in 
thrmftlves fo probable, that the learned Dr. Howell (Hiftory of the 
World, vol. ii'. p. 14.) brs not fcnipled to adopt them. 

7* The convcrfion of the Barbarians under the reign of Conftan- 
tine is celebrated by the eccletia/lical hiftorian.s (See Sozomcn> 1. ii* 
C..6. and Throdoret, I.' i. c. 23, 24.)- But Ruiinus, the Latin trail* 
flator of Eufcbius, dtfervts to bt confidcred as an original authority. 
His informatron was curioufly coUe^cd from one of the compa. 
p'ons cf the ApoAle of iEtlropia, and from Bacurlus, an Iberian 
prince, who was count of the domeftics. Father Mamachi has 
given an ample compilation on the progre£) of Chriftianity, io the 
firft and iccond volumes of his great bnt imperfect work. 

God 
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Crod of their protcdor; and their fubjefts, who chap. 
have invariably preferved the name of Chriflians, t.,-^^ 
foon formed a facred and perpetual conne£lion 
with their. Roman brethren. The Chriftians of 
PenGia were fufpeded^ in time of war, of prefer- 
ring their religion to their country ; but as long 
as peace fubfifted between the two empires, the 
perfecuting fpirit of the Magi was eifedually rei^ 
ilrained by the interpoiition of Conftantine^% 
The rays of the gofpel illuminated the coaft of In* 
dia. The colonies of Jews, who had penetrated 
into Arabia and Ethiopia '*, oppofed the progrefs 
of Chriftianity ; but the labours of the miilionaries 
was in feme meafure facilitated by a previous 
knowledge of the Mofaic revelation; and Abyf- 
finia ftill reveres the memory of Frumentius, who, 
in the time of Conftantine, devoted his life to the 
converfion of thofe fequeftered regions. Under 
the rdgn of his fon Conftantius, Theophilus^% 
who was himfelf of- Indian extraftion, was in* 
vefted with the double character of ambaffador 

77 Sec in Eufcbius (in Vit. Conftant. ). iv. c. 9.) the prcffing and 
pathetic cpiftle of Conftantine in favour of his Chriftian brethren 
ofPcrfia. 

7* See Bafnage, Hift. des Juifa, torn. viL p. i«a. torn. viii. p. 333. 
torn. ix. p. 810. The curious dih'gence of this writer purfues the 
Jcwifli exiles to the extremities of the g!obe. 

79 Theophilus had been given in his infancy as a hoftage by hit 
conntrymen of the ifle of Diva, and was educated by the Romans 
in learning and piety. The Maldives, of which Male, or Diva, may 
be the capital, are a clufler of 1900 or 12000 minute iflands in the 
Indian ocean. The ancients were imperfcdtly acquainted with the 
Maldives ; but they are defcribed in the two Mahometan travellers 
of the ninth century, publiflied by Renaudot. Geograph.Nubtenfis, 
p. 30, 31. D Herbelot, BibHothcque Oricntale, p. 704. Hift. Ge- 
ncralc des Voyages, torn. viii. 

T4 and 
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^ " X ^' ^^ biihop. He embarked on the Red Sea wfth 
u>r-!^-^*^ two hundred horfes of the pureft breed of Cappa? 
docia, which were fent by the emperor to the 
prince of tlie Sabaeans, or Hoi^erites. Theo? 
philus was entrufted with m^y oth^ ufefiil or cu* 
rious prefents, which might raife the admiration, 
and conciliate the friendfhip, of the Barbarians; 
and he fuccefsfully employed feveral years in 
a paftoraj vifit to the churches of the tonrid 
zone *°. 
Change ' The irrefiftiblc power of the Roman eqnperor^ 
tonal rdi'- was difplaycd in the important and, dangerous 
gioii. change of the national religion. The terrors of a 

military force filenced the feint and unfupported 
munniirs of the Pagans, and there was reafon to 
cxp|:£l, that the cheerful fubmiflion of the Chriftian 
clergy, as y'ell as people, would be the refult of 
confcience and gratitude. It was long fincc 
eftablifhed, as a fundamental maxim of the Ro- 
man conftitution, that every rank of citizens 
were alike fubjeft to the laws, and that the carp 
of religion was the right as well as duty of the 
civil magiftrate. Copftantine and his fucceffors 
could not eafily perfuade themfelves that they had 
forfeited, by their conyerfion, any branch of the 
Imperial prerogatives, or that they were incapable 
of giving laws to a religion which they had pro- 
tefted and embraced. The emperors ftill con-r 
A. D. tinned to excrcife a fupreme jurifdidion over the 
311—438. ccclefiaftical order; and the fixteenth book of the 

•^ Philoftoipus, 1. iii. c. 4, 5, 6« with Godefroy's learned obfcr* 
rations. The hiftorical narrative is foon loft in an inquiry concern* 
ing thc/eat of paradife, ftrangc Rionftcre^ Sec. 

Theodofiax^ 
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TheodoRzn code reprefents, under a variety of CHA.P. 
titles, the authority *\!^hich they affumed in the ^^.^^^ 
government of the Catholic church. 

But the dift|n^on of the fpiritual and temporal DTftin«i«i 
po^rers ", which had never been impofed on the free rit» Jawd 
fixiit of Greece and Rome, was introduced and con- t^*"^!**"^ 
firmed by the legal eftablifliment of Chriftianity, 
The office of fupreme pontiiF, which, from the 
time of'Numa to that of Auguftus, had always 
been exercifed by one of the 'moft eminent of the 
fenators, was at length united to the Imperial 
dignit)% The firft magiftrate of the ftate, as often 
as he was prompted by fuperftition or policy, per- 
formed with his own hands the facerdotal func- 
tions ** } nor was there any order of priefts, either 
at Rome or in the provinces, who claimed a more 
facred charafter among men, or a more intimate 
communication with the Gods. But in the 
Chriftian chiu*ch, which entrufts the fervice of the 
^Itax to a perpetual fuccefEon of confecrated mi- 
nifters, the monarch, whole fpiritual rank is lefs 
honourable than that of the meaneft deacon, was 
feated below the rsdls of the fanftuary, and con- 
fo\^lded with the reft of the faithful muldtude ". 

The 

Si See the epi^Ie of Ofiu9, ap. Athananum, vol. !. p. S40. 
The public rcraonftrapcc which Ofiua was forced to addrefs to 
the fon, coDtained the fame principles of ecclefialtical and civil 
government which he had fecretly inftilled into the mind of the 
father. 

»* M. de la Baftie (Mcmoirei de TAcademie des Infcriptions, 
torn. XV. p. 38— -6 f.) lias evidently proved, that Augtiftus and hift 
fucctlfors exerciiftd in perfon all the facred fundlions of pontifcz 
masdmusy or high.pHeft of the Roman empire. 

^ Something of a contrary pradice bad iofenfibly prevailed in the 
^Qrdl of CofUtantinople ; but the rigid Ambrofc commanded Theo« 

dofitn 



fit THE bECUME AND FALL 

^ \x '' ^^ emperor might be falmed is the father of his 
ii i »v.w,i people, but he owed a filial duty and reverence 
to the fathers of the church ; and the fame marks 
of refpeft, which Conftantine had paid to the per- 
fons of faints and confdTors, were foon exa&ed by 
the pride of the epifcopal order **. A fecret con- 
flift between the civil and ecclefiaftical jurifilic* 
dons, embarraiTed the operations of the Roman 
government; and a pious emperor was alarmed 
by the guilt and danger of touching with a |»io» 
fane hand the ark of the covenant. The feparation 
of men into the t^'o orders of the clergy and of the 
laity was, indeed, familiar to many nations of an- 
tiquity ; and the priefts of India, of Perfia, of Af- 
fyria, of Judea, of -Ethiopia, of Egypt, and of Gaul, 
derived from a celeftial origin the temporal power 
and poffeffions which they had acquired. Thcfc 
venerable inftitutions had gradually affimilaned 
themfelves to the manners and government of 
their refpeftive countries " ; but the oppofition or 

defius to retire below the rails, and taught him to kaoW the differ- 
ence between a king and a prielt. Sec Theodoret, I. v. c. 18. 

*+ At the table of the emperor Maxinnis, Martin, bifhop of 
Tours, reccTTcd tlte cup from an attendant, and gave it to thepref- 
byter his companion, before he allowed the emi^eror to drink ; the 
emprefs waited on Mailin at table. Sulpicius Sererus:, in Vit. S^* 
Mariin. c, 13. and Dialogue ii. 7. Yet it may be doubted, "whether 
thefe extraordinary compliments were paid to the bifhop or the 
faint. The honours ufually granted to the former charr.aer maybe 
feen in Bingham^s Antiquities, 1. ii. c* 9. and Valef. ad Theodoret, 
1. iv. c. 6. Sec the haughty ceremonial which Leontius, bifhop of 
Tripoli, impofed on the emprefs. 7 illemont, Hift. des Empereurs, 
torn. iv. p. 754. Patrcs Apoftof. torn. ii. p. 179. . 

*5 Plutarch* in his trcatife of Ifis and Ofiris, informs us, that the 
kings of Egypt, who were not already priefts, were initiated* after 
Uieh- dedioDi into the facerdotal order. 

contempt 
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contempt of the civil power ferved to cement the oh a p. 

difciplme of the primitive church. The Chrifti«> i_ ^-^ 

^ns had been obliged to eled their own magiilrates, 

to raife and diftribute a peculiar revenue, and to 

regulate the internal policy of their republic by a 

code of laws, which were ratified by the confent 

of the people, and the pra£Hce of three himdred 

years. When Conftantine embraced the faith of 

the Chriftians, he feemed to contrad a perpetual 

alliance with a diftind and independent fociety; 

and the privileges granted or confirmed by that 

emperor, or by his fuccefibrs, were accepted, not 

as the precarious favours of the court, but as the 

juft and inalienable rights of the ecclefiaftical 

order. 

The Catholic church was adminiftered by the state of 
fpiritual and legal jurifdidion of eighteen hundred £om un« 
biihops'^; of whom one thouiand were feated in derthe 
the Greek, and eight hundred in the Latin, pro* empcrort. 
vinces of the empire. The extent and boundaries, 
of their refpedive diocefes, had been yarioufly and 
accidentally decided by the zeai and fuccefs of the 
firft miffionaries, by the wifhes of the people, and 
by the propagation of the gofpel. Epifcopal 
churches were clofely planted along the banks of 
the Nile, on the fea-coaft of Africa, in the pro*. 

'^ The aumbers are not afcertained by any ancient writer, or 
original catalogue; for the partial lifts of the eaftem churches are 
comparatiTcly modern. The patient diligence of Charles a S^ 
Paolo, of Luke Holftenius, and of Bingham, has laborioufly invefti* 
gated all the epifcopal fees of the Catholic church, which was almeft 
commenfurate with the Rom'an empire. The ninth book of the 
Chriftian Antiquities is a very accurate map of ecclefiaftical geo- 
graphy. 

confular 
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c H \ P. cojifular Afia, and through the fouthcm provinces 
!u ^ ^ of Italy. The bBhops of Gaul and i^am, of 
Thrace and Pontus, reigned over an ample ter- 
ritory, and delegated their jural fuffragans to exe- 
cute the fubordinate duties of the paftoral office *^ 
A Chriftian diocefe might befpread over a pro- 
vince, or reduced to a village ; but all the bifliops 
poffeffed an equal and indelible charafter: they 
I all derived the fame powers and privileges from 

the apoftles, from the people, and ifrom the laws. 
While the civil and military profeffions were fe- 
parated by the policy of Conftaritine, a new and 
perpetual order of eccleftajlical minifters, always 
refpeftable, foroetimes dangerous, was eftablifhed 
in the church and ftate. The important review 
of their ftation and attributes may be diftributed 
under the following heads: I. Popular eledion, 
IL Ordination of the clergy. III. Property. 
IV. Civil jurifdidtion. V. Spiritual cenfures. 
VI. Exercife of public oratory. VII. Privilege 
of legiflative affeinblies. 
J. Eic^ion I. The freedom of eleftions fubfifted long after 
afbiihops. ^j^g i^g^j eftabUfhmentofChriftianity"; and the 

87 On the fubjc<a of the rural bifhops, or Cboreflfcffpl^ who voted 
in fynods,.<ind confeiTcd the minor order?, fee Thomafiin, Difcipline 
de l^EgTife, torn. i. p 447, &c. and Chardon, Hift. des Sacremcnit, 
torn. V. p. 595, &c. They do not appear till the fourth century j 
and this equivocal charader, which bad excited the jealoufy of the 
prelates, >vas aboliihcd before the end of the tenth, both in the 
Eaft and the Weft. 

8^ Thoniaflm (Difcfpline de TEglife, torn. ii. 1. ii. c ir-i, 
p. 673 — 721.) has copiotifly treated of the eledlion of biihops during 
the five firft centuries, both in the Eaft and in the Weftj but he 
ihevrs a very partial bias in favour of the epifcopal ^iriftocracy. 
Bingham (1. iv. c. a.) is moderate; and Chardon (Hift. des Sacre- 
wejis, torn. V. p. 108— I a8.) is very clear and concife. 

4 ' . fubjefts 
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fubjeSs of Rome enjoyed iii the church the pri- C h^a p. 
vilege which they had loft in the republic, of 
chuling the magiftrates whom they were bound 
to obey. As foon as a bifliop had clofed his eyes, 
the metropolitan iffued a commiffion to one of 
his fuffragans to adminifter the vacant fee, and 
prepare, within a limited time, the future elec- 
tion. The right of voting was vefted in the in- 
ferior clergy, who were beft qualified to judge of 
the merit of the candidates ; in the fenatorfe or 
nobles of the city^ all thofe who were diftinguilhed 
by their rank or property ; and finally in the 
whole body of the people, who, on the appointed 
day, flocked in multitudes from the moft remote 
parts of the diocefe *% and fometiines filenced, by 
their tumultuous acclamations, the voice of reafon 
and the laws of difcipline. Thefe acclamations 
might accidentally fix on the head of the moft 
deferving competitor; of.fome ancient prefbyter, 
fome holy monk, or fome layman, confpicuous 
for his zeal and piety. But the epifcopal chair 
was folicited, efpecially in the great and opulent 
cities of the empire, as a temporal, rather than 
as a fpiritual dignity. The interefted views, the 
felfifh and angry paffions, the arts of perfidy and 
diffimulation, the fecret corruption, the open and 
even bloody violence which had formerly dif- 
graced the freedom of eleftion in the common- 

'9 Incrcclibilis multitudo, non Iblura ex co oppido (Tours\ fed 
ctiam ex vicini§ urbibus ad fiiffragia ferenda convenerat, ikc, Sulpi- 
ciu3 t'everua, in Vit. Martin, c. 7; The council of L.iodlcea (canon 
xni.) prohibits mobs and tumults ; and Jultinian confines the right 
0/ election to the nobility. Novell, cxxtii. i. 

wealths 
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f HA P. •orealths of Greece aad Rome, too often mfluenced 
the choice of the fucceflbrs of the apoftles. Whil^ 
one of the candidates boafted the honours of his 
family, a fecond allured his judges by the deli* 
cacies of a plentiful table, and a third, more 
guilty than his rivals, ofiered to (hare the plunder 
of the church among the accomplices of his facd* 
legions hopes ^. The civil as well as eccleiiaftical 
laws attonpted to exclude the populace from thi$ 
iblemn and important tranfadion* The canons 
of ancient difcipline, by requiring feveral epif- 
copal qualifications of age, ftation, &c. reflrained 
in fome meafure the indifcriminate caprice of the 
dedors. The authority of the provincial bifhops, 
who were'aflembled ia the vacant church to con- 
fecrate the choice of the people, was interpofed to 
moderate their paffions, and to corred then: mif- 
take^- The bifhops could refufe to ordain an 
unworthy candidate, and the rage of contending 
£l£tions fometimes accepted their impartial medi- 
ation* The fubmiilion, or the refiftance, of the 
clergy and people, on various occafions, afforded 
different precedents, which were infenfibly con« 
verted into pofitive laws, and provincial cuftoms '' : 
but it vw every where admitted, as a fundament 
maxim of religious policy, that no bifhop could 
be impofed on an orthodox church, without the 
t confent of its members. The emperors, as the 

90 The epiftles of Sidonius Apollinaris (iv. aj. vii. 5. 9.) exhibit 
Ibme of the fcandals of the Gallican church ; and Gaul was kfii 
poliihed and left corrupt than the Eaft. 

9' A compromife was fometimes introduced by law or by con- 
fent; either the biihops or the people chofe one of the three can« 
4idates who had been named by the other party. 
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guardians of the public pssice^ and as the firfi: 
dtkens of Rome and Conftantinople, might ef-* 
ftStuzlly declare their wifhes in the choice of a 
primate: but thofe abfolute monarchs refpeded 
the freedom of ecclefiaftical eledions ; and while 
they diftributed and refumed the honours of the 
ftate and army, they allowed eighteen huudred 
perpetual magiftrates to receive their important 
offices from the free fuffrages of the people •*• 
It was agreeable to the didates of juftice, that 
thdfe magiftrates ihould not defert an honourable 
ftation from which they could not be removed ; 
but the wifdom of councils endeavoured, without 
much fuccefs, to enforce the relidence, and to 
prevent the tranilation of biihops. The difciplin^ 
of the Weft was indeed lefs relaxed than that of 
the £aft ; but the fame paflions which made thofe 
regulations neceffary, rendered them ineffedbual. 
The reproaches which angry prelates have fo 
vdiemently urged againft each other, ferve only 
to expofe their common guilt, and their mutual 
indifcretion. 

IL The bifliops alone poffefled the faculty of ii. Ordi- 

-.., . ^ 1 • 1* . nation of 

fptntuql generation; and this extraordmary pn- the clergy, 
vilege might compenfate, in fome degree, for the 
painful celibacy ^^ which was impofed as a virtue, 

as 

9* All the examples quoted by Thomaflin (Difdpline dc TEglife, 
torn. ii. 1. li. c. 6. p. 704— 714.} appear to be extraordinary ads of 
power, and even of opprcflion. The confirmation of the biOiop of 
Alexandria is mentioned by Philoftorgius as a more regular pro* 
ceeding (Hi(L Ecckf. 1. ii. ii.)> 

91 The celibacy of the clergy during the firft five or fix centuries^ 
if a fubje^ of difcipline, and indeed of controverfy, which has been 
▼ery diligently examined. See in particular Tbomaffin^ Difciplinc 

de 
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CHAP, as a .duty, and at length as a pofitive obligation* 
Wv-^ ITie religions of antiquity, which eftablifhed a 
feparate order of priefts, dedicated a holy tace, a 
tribe or family, to the perpetual fervice of the 
Gods **. Such inflitutions were founded for pof- 
feflion, rather than conqueft. The children of 
the priefts enjoyed, with proud and indolent 
fecurity, their facred inheritance; and the fiery 
^irit of enthufiafm was abated by the cares, the 
pleafures, and the endearments of domeftic life. 
But the chriftian fanftuary was open to every am- 
bitious candidate, who afpired to its heavenly 
promifes, or temporal pofleffions. ITie office of 
priefts, like that of foldiers or magiftrates, was 
ftrenuoufly exercifcd by thofe men, whofe temper 
and abilities had prompted them to embrace the 
ccclefiaftical profeflion, or who had been feleded 
by a ilifceming biftiop, as the beft qualified to 
promote the glor)^ and intereft of the church. 
The bifhops'* (till the abufe was reftrained by 

the 

' ie FEgrife, torn. i. 1. ii. c. Ix, Ixt. p. 886—901. and Bingham*s An- 
tiqutt'tes, 1. iv. c. 5. By each of thele learned but partial critics, 
one half of the truth is produced, and the other is concealed. 

94 Diodorus Stculus attcfts and approves the hereditary fuoceifioA 
of the priefVhood among the Egypiiaus, the Chaldeans, and the 
Indiana (). i. p. 84- 1- ii. p. 142. liJ; edit. Wefleling). The tnagi 
sre dtfcribed by Animianus as a Tery num^ous fanaily : ** Per iiecuU 
** mtiUa ad pra?ftrn^ una eademque protapii multitudo creata, Deo- 
«* rum cultibu^ dedicata (xxili 6 )." Aulboius celebrates the 5/i>/ J 
DruiJarum (Do Profeflbiib. Burdigal. iv.'i; but we may infer from 
the remark «)f t;pfar (vi. 13.), that, in the Cchic hierarchy^ fome 
room was left tor chf^ice and emulation. 

5 J The fubjc6 of the vocation, ordination, obedience» &c. of the 
<^^^gy> islabonouny difcufftd by Tbomaflin (Difciplinede rEgHfe, 
torn. it. p. I — 83.) and Hingham (in the 4th book of his Antiqui- 
titg, snore efpecialiy the 4ih9 6tb, and j\h chapters). When th« 

brotiicr 
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the prudence of the laws) might conftrain the ^ ^x^'* 
relu&ant, and proted the diftreiTed ; and the im« 
pofition of hands for ever beftowed fome of the 
mod valuable privileges of civil fociety. The 
whole body of the Catholic clergy, more nume- 
rous perhaps than the legions, was exempted by 
the emperors from all fervice, private or public, 
all municipal ofEces, and all perfonal taxes and 
contributions, which preffed on their fellow-citizens 
with intolerable weight; and the duties of their 
holy profeffion were accepted as a full difcharge 
of their obligations to the republic'*. Each 
bifliop acquired an abfolute and indefeafible right 
to the perpetual obedience of the clerk whom he 
ordained : the clergy of each epifcDpal church, 
with its dependent pariflies, formed a regular and 
permanent fociety ; and the cathedrals of Con- 
ftantinople ^'' and Carthage '• maintained their pe- 
culiar 

brother of St. Jerom was ordained in Cyprus, the deacons forcibly 
flopped his mouth, led he (hould make a folemn proteftation, which 
might invalidate the holy rites. 

9^ The charter of immunities, which the clerpy obtained froBk 
the ChrilHan emperors, is contained in the 16th book of theTheo- 
doiian code ; and is illudrated with tolerable candour by the learned 
Godefroy, whofe mind was balanced by the oppoiite prejudices o£ 
a civilian and a proteftant. 

9* Juflinian, Novell, ciii. Sixty prclbyters, or pricfts, one hun- 
dred deacons, forty deaconefTes, ninety fub-deacons, one hundred 
and ten readers, twenty-five chanters, and one hundred door- 
keepers; in all, five hundred -and twenty five. This moderate 
number was fixed by the emperor, to relieve the diftrefs of the 
church, which had been involved in debt and ufury by the expense 
of a feuch higher eftablilhment. 

9* Univcrfus derus ecclefix Carthaginienfis . . . fere quingenti vel 
amplius ; intrr quos quamplurimi erant leftores infantuli. * Vidlor 
Vitenfi?, de Perfccut. Vandal, v. 9. p. 78. edit. Ruinsrt. This 

¥bL.'ni. U remnant 
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c HA P. cuiiar cftablifliment of five hundred ec^teAafticai 

XX.' 

minifters. Their ranks'* and numbers were in- 
fenfibly multiplied by the fupcrftition of the times, 
vhich introduced into the church the fplendid 
ceremonies of a Jewifli or Pagan temple ; and a 
long train of priefts, deacons, fub-deacons, aco- 
lythes, exorcifls, readers, fingers, and door- 
keepers, contributed, in their refpeClive ftations, 
to fwell the pomp and harmony of religious 
worfliip. The clerical name and privilege were 
extended to many pious fraternities, who devoutly 
fupported the ecclefiafldcal throne "*®» Six hun- 
dred farabolani^ or adventurers, vifited the fick at 
Alexandria; eleven hundred copiata^ or grave- 
diggers, buried the dead at Conftantinople ; and 
the fwarms of monks, who arofe from the Jfile, 
overfprcad and darkened the face of the Chriftian 
world. 

Jlrty^""' ^^' ^^^ ^^^ ^f ^^^^ fecured the revenue as 

A. D.* 3»3. well as the peace of the church "". The Chriftians 

not only recovered the lands and houfes of which 

they had been ftripped by the perfecuting laws of 

rcmnitnt of a more profperous ftate fubfifled under the oppre/Hos 
of ihe Vand.»l8. 

99 The number oife*uem orders has been fixed in the Latin churchy 
exclufive of the epifcopal character. But the four inferior ranks, 
the flniuor orders, are now reduced to empty and ufelefi titles. 

'^ See Cod. TheodoC 1. xvi. tit. ». leg. 4*» 43- OodcfroyH 
Commentary, anvl the £ccle(Vaftical Hiftory of Alexandtia» ihew 
the dani^er of thefe pious inftitutions, which often difturbed the 
peace of that turbulent capita). 

'«> The ediet of Milan (de M. P. c. 48.) acknowledges^ byre- 
citing, that there exifted a fpecies of Ufklcd property* ad jus corporii 
«onim, id eft, ecclefiarum non hominum Qngulonim pertinentia. 
Such a folemn declaration of the fupremc magiftrate rouft bare beep 
received in all the tribunals as a maxiijA of stTil law. 

DioclAtfitt 
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IMocletian, but they acqiured a perfea title to all chap. 
the polfeflions which they had hitherto enjoyed by t ji^^^'j i 
the (Connivance of the magiftrate. As foon as 
Chrifti'anity became the religion of the emperor 
and the empire, the natibnal ctergy might claim 
a decent and honourable maintenance : and the 
payment of an annual tax might have delivered 
the people from the niofe opptefEve tribute, 
which fuperftition impofes on her votaries* But 
as the wants and expetices of^ the church ihcreafed 
with hei* profperity, the ecclefiaftical order wa< 
ftill fupported and enriched by the voluntary 
oblations of the faithful. Eight years after the 
ediGt of Milwij Conftantine granted to all his A.D. in. 
fubje£ts the free and univerfal permilfion of be- 
queathing their fortunes to the holy Catholic? 
church*'*; and their devout liberality, which 
during their lives was checked by luxury ot 
avarice, flowed with a profufe ftream at the hout' 
of their death* The wealthy Chriftians were 
encouraged by the example of their fovereign* 
An abfolute monarch, who is rich without pa- 
trimony, may be charitable without mdrit; and 
Conftantine too eafily believed that he Ihould 
purchafe the favour of Heaven^ if he maintained 
the idle at the expence of the induftrious j and- 
diftributed among the faints the weahh of the' 
republic. The fame meflfenger who carried over 

^ Habeat unufqaifqae Ikentiam ianaifltmo Catholics {ecchjia) 
Vencrabilique conciliOf decedens bonorum qutid optavit relinqoere. 
Ccxl. Thcodof. 1. xvi. tit. ii. leg» 4. Thid law was puhliihed at 
Romet A. D. 311, at a time when Conftantine might fonrfee the 
probability of a rupture with the emperor of the BaA. 
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CHAP, to Africa the head of Maxentius, might be' en- 
trufted with an epiftle to Cajcilian, bifhop of 
Carthage. The emperor acquaints him', that the 
treafurers of the province are direfted to pay into 
his hands the fum of three thoufand folles^ or 
eighteen thoufand pounds (lerling, and to obey 
his farther requilitions for the relief of the 
churches of Africa, Numidia, and Mauritania '^^ 
The liberality of Conftantine increafed in a juft 
proportion to his faith, and to his vices* He 
afligned in each city a regular allowance of corn, 
to fupply the fund of ecclefiaftical charity j and 
the perfons of both fexes who embraced the mo- 
naftic life, became the peculiar favourites of their 
fovereign. The Chriftian temples of Antioch, 
Alexandria, Jerufalem, Conftantinople, &c. dif- 
played the oftentatious piety of a prince, am- 
bitious in a declining age to equal the perfcft 
labours of antiquity "°*. The form of thefe re- 
ligious edifices was Ample and oblong; though 
they might fometimes fwell into the ihape of a 
dome, and fometimes branch into the figure of a 
crofe. The timbers were framed for the mofl 
part of cedars of Libanus ; the roof was covered 

'•J Eufcbius, Hift. Ecclef. 1.x 6. in Vit Conftantin. 1. iv. c. t2. 
He repeatedly expatiates on the liberality of the Chriftian hero, 
which the bifhop himfelf had an opportunity ot' knowing, and even 
of tailing. 

>'^4 Eufcbius, Hift. Ecclef. I. x. c. a, «, 4. The bifhop of Caefarea, 
who ftudied and gratified the tafte of his mafter, pronounced in 
public an elaborate defcription of the church of Jerufalem (in Vit. 
Conf. 1. iv. c. 46.). It no longer cxifts, but he lias infcrted m i^^ 
Kfe of Conftantine (1. iii. c. 36.)f a fhort account of ^he architec- 
ture and ornaments. He likcwifc mentions the church of fchc holy 
Apoftles at Coaftantinople (1. iv. c. 59.). 

with 
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with tiles, perhaps of gilt brafs ; and the walls, C HA p. 
the . columns, the pavement, were incrufted with 
variegated marbles. The moft precious orna- 
ments of gold and filver, of filk and gems, were 
profufely dedicated to the fervice of the altar; 
and this fpecious magnificence was fupported on 
the folid and perpetual bafis of landed property. 
In the fpacc of two centuries, from the reign of 
Conftantine to that of Juftinian, the eighteen 
hundred churches of the empire were enriched by 
the frequent and unalienable gifts of the prjnce 
and people. An annual income of fix hundred 
pounds fterling may be reafonably affigned to the 
biflaops, who were placed at an equal diftance 
between riches* and poverty '°% but the ftandard 
of their wealth infenfibly rofe with the dignitv 
and opulence of the cities which they governecu 
An authentic but imperfeft'"^ rent-roll fpecifies 
fome houfes, (hops, gardens*, and farms, which 
belonged to the threp Bqfilica of Rome, St. Peter, 
St. Payl, ^d St. John Lateran, in the provinces 
of Italy, Africa, and the Eafl. They produce, 
befides a referved rent of oil, linen, paper, aro- 
matics, &c. a clear annual revenue of twenty-^ 
two thoufand pieces of gold, or twelve thoufand 

'"5 Sec Jfuflinian. Novell, cxxiii. 3. The revenue of the patriarch?, 
ami the moft wealthy bifliops, is t\ot exprcflTed ; the higheft annual 
valuation of abifhopric is flated at thirty, and the loweft at /wo, 
pounds of gold ; the (nedium might be taken ztjh^teftt, hut thefe 
valuations are much below the real value. 

»o6 See Baronius (Annal. Ecclcf. A. p. 324. N® 58. 6$. 70, 71.)- 
Every record which comes from the Vatican is juftly fufpc^fted; 
yet thefe rent rolls have an ancient and n\ithcntic colour ; ani it is 
at leaft evident, that, if forged, they were forged in a period when 
finrms, no,t k'tnj^doms, were the objeds of pap.il avarice. 

U 3 pound's 
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^ xx^' pounds fteriingt la the age of Conftantine and 
Juflinian, the biihops no longer pofiefled, perhaps 
they no longer deferyed, the unfufpedHng confi* 
den(!e of their clergy and people. The ecdc- 
fiaftical revenues of each diocefe were divided into 
four parts; for the refpe£tive ufes, of the biihop 
himfelf, of .his inferior clergy, of the poor, ^d 
pf thj5 public worfliip ; apd the abufe of this 
facred truft was ftrictly and repeatedly check- 
ed '^'^ The patrimony of the church was ftiU 
fubjeS: to all the public impofitions of the flate '"^^ 
The clergy of Rome, Alexandriat Theffalonica, 
tec. might folicit and obtain fpme partial exemp*' 
tions; but the pramature jtttepipt of the great 
council of Rimini^ which afpired to univerfal 
freedom, was fuccefsfully r^fifted by th<s fon of 
Conftantine ''*^ 

IV, The 

««7 Sec Thomaflin, pifciplinc fie rtglifc, torn, iii. 1. ii. c. ijt 
14, 15. p. 689 — 7c6. The legal diviflon of the eccleiiaftical revenue 
does not appear to have been eftabliihed in the timt of Ambrofe 
and Chryfodom. SimpHcius aiid Gelaiius, who were biftiops of 
Home in the latter part of the fifth century, mention it in their 
paftoral letters as a general law, which was already confirmed by 
|he cuftom of Italy. 

10^. A°)brole,the moft ftrenuous aflerter of ecclefiaftical privikgcf, 
, fubmlts without a murmur to the payment of the land-tax. '* Si 
^« tributum petit |mperator, non negamps 5 agri ecdefix folvunt 
«• tributum ; folvimus quae funt Csfaris Caefari, & quae ftnt Dei 
^' Deo: tributum Caefaris eft J non negatur/* Baroniuslabpurs^o 
interpret this tribute as an adt of charity rather than of duty (Annal. 
Ecclef. A. D. 387.) ; but die words, if not the intentions, of Am- 
brofc, fire more candidly explained by Tbomaffin, Difdpline de 
rJBglife, torn. iii. 1. i. c. 34. p. a68. 

^^ In Ariminenfe fynodo fupcr ecclefiarum & clericonim priTilc- 
gH« tradatft habito, ufque eo difpofitio progreifa eft, ut juga qo* 
viderentur ad ecclcfiam pcrtincrc, a publica funAione ceflarent in- 
^uietfidine defiftcnte : quod noftr^ ri^Scturdudumfimdiorcpulfi/Td 

Cod, 
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IV, The Latin clergy, who ci-efted their trU ^\^^' 
bunal on the ruins of the civil and common law, u. -^^;.^ 
have modeftly accepted ai the gift of Conftaft- l^^^Sc^ 
tine"% the mdependent jurifdiftion, which was tion. _ 
the fruit of time, of accident, and of their own 
induftry. But the liberality of the Chriftian em- 
perors had afl:ually endowed them with fome legal 
prerogatives, which fecured and dignified the 
facerdotal charaaer'". i. Under a defpotic 
government, the bifhops alone enjoyed and af- 
ferted the inefUmable privilege of being tried 
only by their peers ; and even in a capital accufa- 
tioa, a fynod of their brethren were the fole 
judges of th^r guilt or innocence. Such a tri* 

Cod. Thcod. I. xvi. tit. ii. leg. 15. Had the fynod of Rimini car- 
ried this point, fuch pra<ilical merit might have atoned for fame 
fpeculative hcrcfies. 

«»*> From EufebiuB (in Vit. Conftant. 1. iv. c. 17.) And So^.omf n 
{1. i. c. 9.) wc are aflfnred that the epifcopal juriidi^ion was ex- 
tended and confirmed by Conftantine; but the forgery oi a famous 
edi^, which waar never fairly tnferted in the Theodolixn Code (fee 
at the end, torn. vi. p. 3O30» »» demonftinted by Godefroy in the 
moft fathfaiftory manner. It h ftrange that M« de Moiittfquieu, 
who was a lawyer as well as a philofopher, (hould allege this cdift 
of Conftantine (Efprit dcs Loix, ). xx x. c. 16.) without intimathig 
any fufpicion. 

«" The fubjed of ecclefiaftical jnrifdidion has been inTolrcd in a 
mift of paffion, of prejudice, and of intcreft. Two of the fairtft 
books which have fallen into my hands, are the Inftitutcs of Canon 
Law, by the Abb^ de Fleury, and the Civil HllVory of Naples, hy 
Giannone, Their moderation was the effe^ of filuation a« well as 
of temper. Fleury was a Frejich ecclefiaflic, who refj^edted the 
authority of the parliaments ; Giannone was an Italian lawyer, who 
dreaded the power of the cburch. And here let me ohferve, fliat 
as the general propofitions which I advance are the rtfiilt of many 
particular and impcrfcft h&B, I muft either refer the reader to thofe 
modem authors who have expreftly treated the fubjc(5V, or fwell 
thcfc ootcs to a difagrccablc and difproportioned fize. 

U 4 bunal. 



296 THE DECLINE AND FALL 

Chut, bunal, unlels it was inflamed by perfonal refent- 
meat or religious difcord, might be favourable, 
or even partial, to the facerdotal order : but Con* 
ftandne was fatisfied "% that fecret impunity would 
be lefs pernicious than public fcandal: and the 
Nicene council was edified by his public declara- 
tion, that if he furprifed a bifhop in the a& of 
adultery, he ihould cait his Imperial mantle over 
the epifcopal finner. 2. The domeftic juri£- 
didion of the biihops was at once a privilege and 
a reftraint of the ecclefiaftical order, whofe civil 
caufes were decently ' withdrawn from the cog- 
nizance of a fecular judge. Their venial offences 
were not expofed to the ihame of a public trial or 
puniihment; and the gentle correftion, which 
the tendemefs of youth may endure from its pa- 
rents or inftruftors, was inflifted by the temperate 
feverity of the bifliops. But if the clergy were 
guilty of any crime which could not be fufficiently 
expiated by their degradation from an honourable 
and beneficial profeilion, the Roman magiilrate^ 
drew the fword of juftice, without any regard to 
ecclefiaftical immunities. 3. The arbitration of 
the bifhops was ratified by a pofitive law; and 
the judges were inftrufted to execute, without 
appeal or delay, the epifcopal decrees, whofe va- 
lidity had hitherto depended on the confent of the 
parties. The converfion of the magiftrates 
themfelves, and of the whole empire, might gra- 
dually remove the fears and fcruples of the Chrif- 

»'* Tillemont has colleaed from Rufiniis, Thcodorct, &c. the 
fentimeRts and language of Conftantine. Mem. Ecclef. torn. iii. 
P' 749» 750- 

8 tians. 
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tisms. But they ftfll reforted to the tribunal oF chap, 

the biihops, whofe abilities and integrity they w^.^?^. 

efteemed; and the venerable Auftin enjoyed the 

fatisfaftion of complaining that his fpirituai func* 

tions were perpetusdly interrupted by the invidious 

labour of deciding ^e claim of the pofieflion of 

iilver and gold, of lands and cattle. 4. The 

ancient privilege of fanftuary was transferred to 

the Chriftian temples, and extended, by the liberal 

piety of the younger Theodofius, to the precinds 

of confecrated / ground "\ The fugftive, and 

even guilty, fuppliants, were permitted to im* 

plore, either the juftice, or the mercy, of the 

Deity and his minifters. The ralh violence of 

defpotifm was fufpended by the mild interpofition 

of the church; and the lives or fortunes of the 

moft eminent fubjefts might be proteded by the 

mediation of the bifhop, 

V, The biihop was the perpetual cenfor of the v. Spirit 
morals of his people. The difcipline of penance Ju^^"' 
was digefted into a fyftem of canonical jurifpru- 
dence"% which accurately defined the duty of 

private 

"3 See Cod. Theod. 1. ix. tit. x\v, leg. 4. I« the works of Jra 
Paolo (torn. iv. p. X91, &c.) there is an excellcBt difcourtc on the 
oiigio, claims, abufet, and limits of fanduanet. He juftly obferves, 
that ancient Greece might perhaps contain fifteen or twenty ifzyU 
or.fanAuaries ; a number which at prefent may be found In Italy - 
within the walls of a (ingle city. 

"♦ The penitential jurifprudence was continually improved by 
the canons of the councils. But as many cafes were ftil] left to the 
difcretion of the biihops, they occaQonally publiflied, after tbe ex- 
ample of the Roman Trqetor, the rules of difcipKne which they 
propofcd to obferve. Among the canonical epiftles of the fourth 
fcritury, thofe of Bafil the Great were the moft celebrated. They 
are infertcd in ibc Panders of Bevcridge (tora.ii. p. 47— i5».)f 
. ' and 
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private or public confeffion, the rules of evidence, 
the degrees of guilt, and the meafure of punifii- 
ment. It was impoilible to execute this fpiritual 
cenfure, if the Chriftian poadff, who ptmifhed the 
obfcure fins of the muldtude, reipeded the con- 
fpicuous vices and deftrudive crimes of the ma* 
giftrate : but it was impoffible to arraign the condud 
of the magiftrate, without controuUng the admmi- 
Jfaradon of dvil government. Some confideradons 
of religion, or loyalty, or fear, prote&ed the iacred 
perfons of the emperors from the zeal or refent* 
ment of the bifliops ; but they boldly cenfmed 
and excommunicated the fubordinate tyrants, who 
were not invefted with die majefty of the purple. 
St. Athanafius excommunicated one of the ml* 
nifters of Egypt ; and the interdlft which he pro^ 
nounced, of fire and water, was folemnly tranf* 
mitted to the churches of Cappadoda "*. T/ndcf 
the reign of the younger Theodofius, the polite 
and eloquent Synefius, one of the defcendants of 
Hercules "% filled the epifcopal feat of Ptolemais, 

and are trannatcd by Chardoa. Ilift. des Sacremens, torn. iv. 
p. ai9— 177» 

"5 Bafil EpiftoU xlvii. in Baronios (Annal. Eccter. A. D. $70. 
N® 91. )» who declares that he purpofcly relates it, to convince go- 
vernors that they were not exempt from a fcntence of cxcomRiunt- 
cation. In his opinion, even a royal head ts not fafe from the 
thunders of the Vatican ; and the cardinal fliews himfelf much more 
confident than the lawyers and theologians of the Oallican church. 

»>' The long ferics of his anceftors, as high as Euryfthcnes, the 
firft Doric king of Sparta, and the fifth in lineal defcent from Her- 
culesy was infcribed in the public regifters of Cyrcne, a Lacedsmo* 
fiian colony. (Synef. Epift. Ivii. p. 197. edit. Petar.) Such a pure 
and illuftrious pedigree of feven teen hundred years, without adding 
the royal anceftors of {Jercul^Sf cannot be equalled in the hiftory of 
fnankipd. 
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nesac the ruins of smciem Cyrene '", and the phi- c H^ P. 
lolbphic bifliop fupported, with dignity, the cha- 
rade): which be had aflumed with relu£huace"^ 
He vanqDiihed the mcmfter of Libya, the prefix 
dent Andronicus, who abufed the authority of a 
venal office, invented new n^odes of rapine and 
torture, and aggravated the guilt of oppreflion 
^nd that of facrilege '^. After a fruitlefs attempt 
to reclaim the haughty magiflrate by mild and 
religious admonition, Synefius proceeds to inflid 
the lail fentence of ecclefi^Lfticid juftlce "^ whidi 

«»» SyneHus (de Hcgno» p. «.) pathetically deplores the fallen 
and mined ftate of Cyrene, «-oXk £xAr,N<p 'v«Aa»of o»c»fAa Mat wifA^vr, xeai 

Ptoiemats, a new city, 9% miles to the weftnrard of Cyrene, afTumed 
the Mt tropoiitan honours of the Pentapolifi, or Upper Libya, which 
were afterwards transferred to Sozufa. See Weflfeling Itinerar. 
p. 67, ^8. 731. CeUarius Grograph. torn. ii. part ii. p. 72. 74. 
Carolus a S*» Paulo Oeograph. Sacra, p. 273. d'Anvilie Geographic 
fincieiine, tom. iii. p. 43, 44. Memoires de TAcad. des Infcrip- 
tions, tom. jgncvii. p. 363—591. 

"9 SyneHus had previoufly reprefent^d his own difqualificationt 
(Epift. c. V. p. i4i'^%so,). He lovtd profane Hudies and profane 
fportfl ; be was incapable of fqpportinp a life of celibacy ; he diC 
believed the rcfurre^ion ; and he lefufed to preach JaoUj to the 
people, unlefs he might be permitted to pbikj'ohhi%r at home* 
Theophilus, primate of Egypt, who knew his merit, accepted this 
extmordtnary compromife. See the life of Synehus in Tillemont 
Mem, EccIeC tom. xii. p. 499-^554* 

**^ See the inventive of Synclius, Epift. Ivii. p. 191— aox. The 
promotion of Andronicus was illegal ; iince he was a native of Be* 
renice, in the (ame province. The inftrument^ of torture are curi- 
ouSy fpeciiied, the vurvf»6»» or prefs, the ^'axTt;>r.d^«,,the «b^«re«Cf!» 
the f »»&^aC.i, the vray^oii and tlic ;^i»A&r50^»t'>* that varioufly preffed 
or dtftended the fingers, the feet, the nofe, the ears, and the lips 
of theyi^ims. 

"» The fentence of excommunication is expreffed in a rhetorical 
ftyle. (Synefius, Epift. Iviii. p. 201—203.) The method of in- 
volving whole iamiKes, thongji fomewhat unjuft, was improved 
Ulto national intcrdi^, 

devotes 
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^HAP. devotes Andronicus, with his aflbciates and their 
u^-v-^ families, to the abhorrence of earth and heaven. 
The impenitent finners, more cruel than Phalaris 
or Sennacherib, more deftruftive than war, pefti- 
lence, or a cloud of locufts, are deprivecl of the 
name and privileges of Chriftians, of the partici- 
pation of the facraments, and of the hope of 
Paradife. The bifhop exhorts the clergy, the 
inagiflrates, and the people, to renounce all fociety 
with the enemies of Chrifl: ; to exclude them from 
their houfes and tables j and to refufe them the 
common offices of life, and the decent rites of 
burial. The church of Ptolemais, obfcure and 
contemptible as fhe may appear, addrefles this 
declaration to all her fifter churches of the world ; 
and the profane who rejeft her decrees, will be 
involved in„ the guilt and punifhment of Andro- 
nicus and his impious followers. Thefe fpirituaj 
terrors were enforced by a dexterous application 
to the Byzantine court ; the trembling prefident 
implored the mercy of the church ; and the de- 
fcendant of Hercules enjoyed the fatisfa£Hon of 
raifing a proftrate tyrant from the ground'"* 
Such principles and fuch examples infeniibly pre- 
pared the triumph of the Roman pontiffs^ who 
have trampled on the necks of kings. 
VI. Frfc- VI. Every popular government has experienced 
public ^^ effects of rude or artificial eloquence. The coldeft 
preaching, nature is animated, the firmeft reafon is moved, by 
the rapid communication of the prevailing impulfe ; 

"* Sec Syncfiu?, Epift. xlvii. p. x86, l?;. Epift. Ixxii. p. fti?» 
* 419. Epift. Ixacxix. p. 130— -131. 

and 
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and each hearer is aflFefted by hk own paffionsi CHAP, 
and by thofe of the furrounding multitude. The 
ruin of civil liberty had filenced the demagogues 
of Athens, and the tribunes of Rome ; the cuftora 
of preaching, which feems to conftitute a confi- 
derable part of Chriflian devotion, had not been 
introduced into the temples of antiquity ; and the 
ears of monarchs were never invaded by the harfh 
found of popular eloquence, till the pulpits of 
the empire were filled with facred orators, who 
pofleiTed fome advantages unknown to their pro- 
fane predeceffors "'• The arguments and rhetoric 
of the tribune were inftantly oppofed, with equal 
arms, by ikilful and refolute antagonifts; and 
the caufe of truth and reafon might derive ^ 
accidental fupport from the conflicl of hoftile 
paflions. The bifhop, or fome diftinguifhed pref- 
byter, to whom he cautioufly delegated the powers 
of preaching, harangued, without the danger of 
interruption or reply, a fubmiffive multitude, 
whofe minds had been prepared and fubdued by 
the awful ceremonies of religion. Such was the 
ftrift fubordination of the Catholic church, that 
the fame concerted founds might iffue at onc« 
from an hundred pulpits of Italy or Egypt, if they 
were tuned '** by the mailer hand of the Roman or 

Alexandrian 

M' See Thomaflin (Dlfciplinc de TEglifc, torn. ii. 1. iii. c. 8j. 
p. 17 61—1770.) and Bingham (Antiquities, vol. i. V xiv. c. 4. 
p. 6?S— 717.). Preaching was confidered as the moft important 
office of the bifliop; but this function was fometlmes intrufted to 
fuch prcibytcrs .is Chiyfoftom and Auguftin. 

'** Queen Elizabeth uf:;d this exprcffion, and pracftifed this art, 
whenever (he wifhed to prepoflefs the minds of her people in favour 
of any extraordinary meafure of government. The hoftile efFe^s of 
thb mujfc were apprehended by her fucceflbr, and feverdy felt by his 

foa. 
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Alexandrian primate. The defign of this mill*- 
tution was laudable, but the fruits were not always 
falutary. The preachers recommended the prae^ 
tice of the focial duties ; but they exalted the 
perfedion of monadic virtue, which is painful td 
the individual, and ufeiefs to mankinds Their 
charitable exhortations betrayed a feciret wifli, 
that the clergy might be permitted to manage thd 
wealth of the faithful, for the benefit of the poor. 
The mofl: fublime reprefentations of the attributes 
and laws of the Ddty were fullied by an idio 
mixture of metaphydcal fubtleties, puerile rites, 
and fi£fa'tious miracles : and they expatiated, with 
the moil fervent zeal, on the religious merit of 
hating the adverfaries, and obeying the minifters^ 
of the church. When the public peace was 
diilraded by herefy and fchifin, the facred orators 
founded the trumpet of difcord, and peiliaps of 
{edition. The underftandings of their congre* 
gations were perplexed by myflery, their paffions 
were inflamed by invedives: and they rufhed 
from the Chrillian temples of Antioch or Alexan- 
dria, prepared either to fuffer or to inflift martyr- 
dom. The corruption of tafte and language in 
ftrongly marked in the vehement declamations of 
die Latin bifhops ; but the compoiitions of Crre« 
gory and Chryfoftom have been compared with 
the moft fplendid models of Attic, or at leafl of 
Afiatic, eloquence"*. 

km. ** When pu1pit> drum ecdefiaRic/* ficc. See Heylia't Life of 
Archbi (hop Laud, p. 153. 

'*( Thofc modcft orators acknowledged, that, as tfaer weir deftU 
t;nte of the gift of iniraclc8> they cndeatcurcd to acquire the arts of 
^oqueofe. 

vn. The 
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VII. The irqjwfentatiyes of the Chriftian rc^ ^^^* 
pubEc were regularly aflembled in the fpring and «-«-v-^ 
autumn of each year : and thefe fynbds diffufed yjUg/ji* 
the fpnit of ecclefiaftical difcipline and legiilation icgiflitiye 
through the huadred and twenty provinces of the 
Roman world'**. The archbifliop or metropoli* 
tan was empowered, by the laws^ to fummon the 
fttffragan bifhops of his province; to revife their 
coiidu£k, to vindicate their rights, to declare their 
faith, and to examine the merit of the candidates 
who were elefted by the clergy and people to fup- 
ply tjie vacancies of the epifcopal college. The 
primates of Rome, Alexandria, Antioch, Carthage, 
and afterwards Conftantinople, who exercifed a 
more ample jurifdi^on, convened the numerous 
ailembly of their dependent bifhops. But the 
convocation of great and extraordinary fynods, 
was the prerogative of the emperor alone. When- 
ever the emergencies of the church, required thfs 
decifive meafure, he difpatched a peremptory 
fummons to the bifhops, or the deputies of each 
province, with an order for the ufe of poft-horfes, 
and a competent allowance for the expences of 
their journey. At an early period, tehen Con- A. 0.314* 
ftantine was the protedor, rather than the pro* 
felyte, of Chriftianity, he referred the African 
controverfy to the council of Aries ; in which the 
biihops of York, of Treves, of Milan, and of 

«* The council of Nice, in the fourth, fifth, fixth, and fevcntht 
canons, has made fome fundanicntal regulations concerning fyrnods^ 
metropolitans, and prim;itet. The Niccne canons have ocen va- 
rioufly tortured, abufed, interpolated, or forged, according to the 
intereft of the clergy. The Subuibicarian churches, aiHgned fby 
Rufinus} to the biihop of Rome, have been made the fubjed <i 
vehement eootroTerry. Sec Simond. Opera, torn. iv. p. i— 13S. 

Carthage, 
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Carthage, met as friends and brethren, to dtAAte 
in their native tongue on the common intereft of 
A.D. 345. the Latin or Weftem church'*'. Eleven yesrrs 
afterwards, a more numerous and celebrated 
aiTembly was convened at Nice in Bithynia, to 
extinguiih, by their final fentence, the fubtle 
difputes which had arifisn in Egypt on the fubje£^ 
of the Trinity. Three hundred and eighteen 
bifhops obeyed the fummons of their indulgent 
mailer; the ecclefiaftics of every rank, and fefit, 
and denomination, have been computed at two 
thoufand and forty-eight perfons'*'} the Greeks 
appeared in perfon ; and the confent of the Latins 
was expreffed by the legates of the Roman pon- 
tiff. The feflion, which lafted about two months, 
was frequently honoured by the prefence of the 
emperor. Leaving his guards at the door, he 
feated himfelf (with the permiflion of* the council) 
on a low ftool in the midfl of the hall. 'Confbm* 
tine liftened with patience, and fpoke with mo- 
defty: and while he influenced the debates, he 
humbly profeffed that he was the minifler, not 
the judge, of the fucceffors of the apoflles, who 
had been eftablifhed as priefts and as gods upon 
earth **^ Such profound reverence of an abfolute 

■17 Wc have only thirty^thref or forty-fcven epifcopal fubfcrip- 
lions : but Ado, a writer indeed of fmall account, reckons fix hun- 
dred bi(hops in the council of Aries. Tiilemont Mem. Ecclef. 
torn. vi. p. 412. 

^ See Tillemont» torn. vi. p. 9x5, and Beaufobre Hift. dtt 
Manicheifme^ torn. i. p. 529. The name of hi/bep, which is given 
by Eutychius to the 204S ecclefiaftics (Anna!, torn. 1. p. 440. verC 
Pocock), muft be extended far beyond the limits of an orthodox or 
even epifcopal ordination. 

^ See Eufeb. in Vit. Conftaniin. 1. iTi. c. 6^%i. TUlemont Mem. 
EcclefiaftiqucSi torn. vi. p. 669—759. 

monarch 
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monarch towards a feeble and unarmed aflembly of C h A P. 
his own fubjeds, can only be compared to the re- 
fped with which the fenate Iiad been treated by the 
Roman princes who adopted the policy of Auguftus« 
Within the fpace of fifty years^ a philofophic fpec- 
tator of the viciflitudes of human affairs, might 
have contanplated Tkcitus in the fenate of Rome^ 
and Conftandne in the council of Nice. The fa- 
thers of the Capitol and thofe of the church had 
alike degenerated from the virtues of their founders ; 
but as the bifliops were more deeply rooted in the 
public opinion, they fuftained their dignity with 
more decent pride, and fometftnes oppofed, with a 
manly fpirit, the wifhes of their fovereign. The 
progrefs of time and fuperftition erazed the me- 
mory of the weaknefs, the paflion, the ignorance, 
which difgraced thefe ecclefiaftical lynods ; and the 
Catholic world has unanimoufly fubmitted '^ to the 
infallible decrees of the general councils '**♦ 

«Jo Sancimus lp?tur viccm lefeum obtioere^ qnas a quatuor San^iei 
Conciliis . . . cxpofitx funt aut firmatae. Frssdi^fkarum enim qua- 
tuor fynodorum dogmata ficut fan(5tas Scnpturas et regulai ficut 
leges obfcrvamtis« Jaitinian. Novell, cxxxi. Beveridge (ad Han- 
deft, proleg. p. «.) remarks, that the emperdrs neTer itiadenew laWd 
in ecclefiaftical matters ; and Oiannone obferves, in a very different 
fpirit that they gave a legal fandtion to the canons of councils* 
Iftona Civile di Napoli,tom. i. p. 136. 

^^ See the article Cokcili in the Encyclopedie, torn. ifi. p. 669 
— 679> edition de Lucqiies. The author* M. le dodtetir Bouchaud, 
has difcufied, according to the principles of the GaUican churchy, 
the principal qneftions which relate to the form and conftitution of 
genend^ national, and provincial councils- The editors (fee Pre- 
face, p. xvi.) have reafon to be proud of thh article. Thofe who 
confult their immenfc compilation} feldom depart fo well fatisfied. 
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CHAP. XXL 

Perfectition ofHenfy. — The Scbifm of the Domtifts. — 
The Arian Contrwerfy.-'^Atbanqfim.^—Di/iraiied 
State of the Cbwrcb and Empire under Conftatii'uu 
and bis Sons. — Toleration ofPaganifm. 

CHAP. np'HE grateful applaufe of 'the clergy has con- 
X fecrated the memo^ of a prince who in- 
dulged their paffions and promoted their intcreft. 
Conftantine gave them fecurity, wealth, honours, 
and revenge ; and the fupport of the orthodox ^th 
was confidered as the moil facred and important 
duty of the civil magiftrate. The edidik of Milan, 
the great charter of toleration, had confirmed to 
each individual of the Roman world, the privilege 
of chufing and profefling his own religion. But 
this ineftimable privilege was foon violated: with 
the knowledge of truth, the emperor imbibed the 
maxims of perfecution ; and the 'fe£b which dif- 
fented from the Catholic church, were afflifted and 
opprefled by the triumph of Chriftianity. Conftan- 
tine eafily believed that the Heretics, who prefumcd 
to difpute bis opinions, or to oppofe bis commands, 
were guilty of the moft abfurd and criminal obfti- 
nacy ; and that a feafonable application of moderate 
feverities might lave thofe unhappy men from the 
danger of an everlafting condemnation. Not a mo- 
ment was loft in excluding the minifters and teachers 
of the ieparated congr^ations from any fliare of 
the rewards and immunities which the emperor had 

fo 
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fo liberally beftowcd on th^ orthodox clergy. But C HA P. 
as the fcdaries might ftill exift under the cloud 
of royal difgrace, the conqueft of the Eaft was im- 
mediately followed by an edift which announced 
their total deftrudion '. After a preamble filled 
with paf&on and reproach, Conftantine abfolutely 
prohibits the allemblies of the Heretics, and con- 
fifcates their public property to the ufe, either of 
the revenue or of the Catholic church. The fefts 
againft whom the Imperial feverity was directed, 
appear to have been the adherents of Paul of Sa- 
mofata; the Montanifts of Phrygia, who main- 
tained an enthufiaftic fucceflion of prophecy ; the 
Novatians, who fternly rejeded the temporal ef- 
ficacy of repentance; the Marcionites and Valen- 
tinians, under whofe leading banners the various 
Gnoftics of Alia and Egypt had infenfibly rallied ; 
and perhaps the Manichsans, who had recently 
imported from Perfia a more artful compofition 
of Oriental and Chriftian theology *. The. defign 
of extirpating the name, or at leaft of refbraining 
the progrefe, of thefe odious Heretics, was'profe- 
cuted with vigour and efFed. Some of the penal 
regulations were copied from the edifts of Diocle- 
tian; and this method of converfion was applauded 

' Eufebius in Vit. Conftantin. 1. iii. c* 63 > 64, 6s» 66. 

^ Afttr fome etamioaiion of the various opinions of THIemont* 
BeaufobrCy Lardner, &c. I am convinced that Manes did not pro« 
pagate this fed, even in Ferfia, before t!ie year 270. It is (trange, 
that a philofophic and foreign hercfy fhould have penetrated-fo ra* 
pidly into the African provinces 1 yet I cannot eafily rejed the edlA 
of Diocletian agaiti^ the Maoiichxans. which nuy be found in Ba- 
roaius. (Annal. £ccL A-D^iS?.} 

X 3 by 
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crtAP, by the fame bifhops who had felt the Hand of 
oppreflion, and had pleaded for the rights of hu- 
manity. Two immaterial circumllances may ferve^ 
however, to prove that the mind of Conftantine 
was not entirely corrupted by the fpirit of zeal 
and bigotry. Before he condemned the Mani- 
chseans and their kindred feds, he refolved to 
make an accurate enquiry into the nature of their 
religious principles. As if he diftrufted the im- 
partiality of his ecclefiaftical counfellors, this de- 
licate comniillirfh v.as entrufted to a civil magi- 
ftrate; 'v^hofe learning and moderation he juftly 
cfteemcd ; and of whofe venal charafler he was 
probably ignorant \ The emperor was foon con- 
vinced, that he had too haftily profcribed the or- 
thodox faith and the exemplary morals of the 
Novatians, who had diffented from the church 
in fome articles of difcipline which were not per- 
haps eflential to falvation. By a particuhr edift, 
he exempted them from the general penalties of 
the law*; allowed them to build a church at 
Conftantinople, refpefted the miracles of their 
faints, invited their bifhop Acefms to the council 
of Nice ; and gently ridiculed the narrow tenets 
of his feft by a familiar jeft ; "which, from the 

3 Conftantinus, enim cum limatius fuperftitioniim quxrcrct fec- 
tas, Manichaeorum ct fimtlium, &c. Ammian. xv. 15. Stratcgius, 
who from this commiifion obtained the fumame of Mufimanus, was 
a Chriftian of the Arian fedt. He tAed as one of the counts at the 
council of Sardica. Lihanlus praifes his mildnefs and prudence. 
Valef. ad locu.n Ammian. 

4 Cod. Thcod. 1. xvi- tit. v, leg. 4. As the general law is not in- 
felted in the Thcodofian code, it is probable, that in the year 43!, 
th;: fcfts which it had condemned were already extiiit^t. 

mouth 
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nidiith of a fovereign, muft have been receired CHAP, 
with applaufe and gratitude '• ^ -.-Lf 

The complaints and mutual accufations which African 
affailed the throne of Conftantine, as foon as the l^^fy^' 
death of Maxentius had fubmhted Africa to hift A.D. 31*. 
vidorious arms, were ill adapted to edify an im- 
perfcft profelyte. He learned with furprife, thact 
the provinces of that great country from the con- 
fines of Cyrene to the columns of Hercules, were 
. diftrafted with religious difcord ^. The fource of 
the divifion was derived from a double ek6tion in 
the church of Carthage ; the fecond, in rank and 
opulence, of the ecclefiaflical thrones of the Weft. 
Caecilian and Majorinus were the two rival prx* 
mates of Africa ; and the death of the latter foon 
made room for Donatus, who by his^ fuperior 
abilities and apparent virtues was the firmeit 
fupport of his party. The advantage which 
Caecilian might claim from the priority of hi> 
ordination, was deftroyed by the illegal, or at 
leaft indecent, hafte, with which it had been. per- 
formed, without expedting the arrival of tht 

5 Sozomen, 1. i. c. la. Socrates, 1. i. c. 10. Thefe hiftonans 
hxft been fulpcded, but I think without reafon* of an attacbmtfAt 
to the Novatiaii doftrinc. The emperor laid to the bifli«.p, " 
" AccRUS, take a ladder, and get up to Heaven by yourfelf/' Moft 
of the ChriHian feds have, by turns, borrowed the ladder of 
Acefius. 

6 The bcft materials for this part of ecclcliaftical hiftory may be 
found in the edition of Optatui Milevitanus, pul)lifhed (Pans, 1700) 
by M« Uupin, ivho has enriched it with critical notes, geographicil 
dficuffions, original records^ and an accurate abridgment of the 
whole controverfy. M. dc Tillemoni has beftowed on the Donatifts 
the greateft part of a volume (torn. vi. part i.) : and I am indebted 
to him for an ample collection of all the paflages of his favourite St. 
Anguiliii, which relate to thofe heretics. 

X 3 biftiops 
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CHAP, biihops of Numidia* The authority of thefe 
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bifhops, who, to the number of fcventy, con- 
denmed Caccilian, and confecrated Majorinus, is 
again weakened by the infamy of fome of their 
perfonal charaftcrs; and by the female intrigues, 
facrilegious bargains, and tumultuous proceedings 
which are imputed to this Numidian council '. 
The biftiops of the contending feSions main- 
tained, with equal ardour and obftinacy, that their 
adverfaries were degraded, or at leaft diflionoured, 
by the odious crime of delivering the Holy Scrip- 
tures to the officers of Diocletian. From their 
mutual reproaches, as well as from the ftory of 
this dark tranfaftion, it may juftly be inferred, 
that the late perfecution had embittered the zeal, 
without Reforming the maimers, of the African 
Chriftians, That divided church wa? incapable 
of affording an impartial judicature; the con- 
troverfy was folemnly tried in five fucceiSve 
tribunals, which were appointed by the emperor; 
and the whole proceeding, from the firfl: appeal 
to the final fentence, lafled above three years. 
A fevere inquifition, which was taken by the 
Praetorian vicar, and the proconful of Africa, the 
report of two epifcopal vifitors who had been font 

7 Schifma igitur ilto tempore confufdc mulierit iracundift pepertt; 
ambittis nutrivit; avarltia roboravtt. OpUtu8» I. i. c. J9. The 
language of Purpunus is that of a furious madman. Dlcitiir te necaflTe 
filios fornristuac duos. Furpiirlus refpondit : Futas m ttcirtTiatc 
...occtdi; et o^ido cos qui contra me faciunc. Ada Ccncil. 
Cirtenfis, ad calc OptaL p. 274 Wben Cscilian was invited to 
«n alTembly of bifbopsi, Purpunus faid to his brethren, or rather to 
bis accomplices, «• Ltt him come hither to receive our impofitionof 
** bands; and ire will break his head by way of penance/' Optat, 
1. i. c. X9- 

♦0 
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to Carthage, the decrees of the couneils of Rome chap. 
and of Arled, and the fupreme judgment of Con- ^ -^r^i,^ 
ftantine himfelf in his facred confiftory, were all 
favourable to the caufe of Caecilian; and he was 
luianimoufly acknowledged by the civil and eccle- 
fiaftical powers, as the true and lawful primate of 
Africa. The honours and eftates of the church 
were attributed to his fufiragan bifhops, and it was 
not without difficulty, that Conftantine was fatif- 
fied with inflifting the punifhment of exile on the 
principal leaders of the Donatift fadion. As 
their caufe was examined with attention, perhaps 
it was determined with juftice. Perhaps their 
complaint ' was not without foundation, that 
the credulity of the emperor had been abufed 
; by the infidious arts of his favourite Ofius. The 
influence of falfehood and corruption might pro- 
cure the condemnation of the innocent, or aggra- 
vate the fentence of. the guilty. Such an aft, 
however, of injuftice, if it concluded an impor- 
tunate 4ifpute, might be numbered among the 
traniient evils of a .defpotic adminiftration, which 
are neither fejt upr remembered by pofterity, 

But this incident, fo inconfiderabl^ that it Schifm of 
fcarcely deferves a place in hiftory, was pK)duftive **^!.P°' 
of a memorable fchifm, which afflifted the pro- A-D./ij. 
vipces of AArlca ^bovq three hundred years, and 
was extinguiflied only with Chriftianity itfelf. 
The inflexible zeal of freedom and fanatidfm ani- 
mated the Donatifts to refufe obedience to the 
vfurpers, whofe eleftio|i they difputed, and "^hofe 
fpiritual powers they denied. Excluded |rom 
(he civil and religious communion of m^Kind, 
' X^ they 
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CHAP, th^ boldly excommunicated the reft of mankind. 
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who had embraced the impious party of Caedlian, 
dad of the Traditors, -from whom he derived his 
pretended ordinatibn. They afferted with con- 
fidence, and almoft with exultation^ that the 
Apoftolical fucceifion was interrupted ; that all 
the bi(hop6 of Europe and Afia were infed^d by 
the contagion of guilt and £chilm ; and that the 
prerogatives of the Catholic church were confined 
to the chofen portion of the Afiican believers, 
who alone had preferved inviolate the integrity of 
their feith and difcipline. This rigid theory was 
fupported by the moft ' uncharitable conduct. 
Whenever they acquired a profelyte, even from 
the diftant provinces of the Eaft, they carefiilly 
repeated the facred rites of baptifm" and ordina- 
tion; as they rejected the validity of thofe which 
he had already rec'eived from the hands of here- 
tics or fchifniatics. Bifhops, virgins, and even 
fpotlefs infants, were fubjeded tt) the difgrace of 
a public penance, before they could be admitted 
to the communion of the Donatifts. If they ob- 
tained poffeffion of a church' which had been ufed 
by their Catholic adverfaries, they purified the 
unhallowed building with the fame jealous care 
which a temple of Idols might have required. 
They waflied the pavement, fcraped the walls, 

* The conncils of AHei, of Nice, and of Trent, confirmed the 
wife and moderate pradice of the church of Rome. The Donatifta, 
however, had the advantage of maintaining the fentiment of Cyprian, 
and of a confiderable part of the primitive church. VincentiusLiri- 
nenfis (p. 33a. ap. Tillcinont, Mem. EccleC torn. vi. p. 13 8*) ba« 
. explained N^hy the Donatifts arc eternally burnin.u with the Devil, 
Yvbile St. Cyprian reigds in heaven vrith JcAii Chrift. 

burnt 
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burnt the altar, which was commonly of wood, chap. 
meked the confecrated plate, and caft the Holy ^ _'j 
Eucharift to the dogs, with every circumftance of 
ignominy which could provoke and perpetuate 
the anhnofity of religious faftions*. Notwith- 
{landing this irreconcilcable averfion, the two par- 
tics, who were mixed and feparated in all the 
cities of Africa, had die fame language and man- 
ners, the fame zeal and learning, the fame fiaith 
and worlhip. Profcribed by the civil and eccle- 
fiafHcal powers of the empire, the Donatifts ftill 
maintained in fome provinces, particularly in 
Numidia, their fuperior numbers; and four hun- 
dred bifliops acknowledged the jurifdiftion of 
their primate. But the invincible fpirit of the 
fe£t fometimes preyed on its own vitals ; and the 
bofom of their fchifmatical church was torn by 
int^ftine divifions. A fourth part of the Donatift 
bifliops followed the independent ftandard of the 
Maximianifts. The narrow and folitary path 
which their firft leaders had marked out, con- 
tinued to deviate from the great ^ fociety of 
mankind. Even the imperceptible fed of the 
Rogatians could affirm, without a blufli, that 
when Chrifl fliould defcend to judge the earth, 
he would find his true religion preferved only in 
a few namelefs villages of the Caefarean Mau- 
ritania ". 

' » Sec the fixth book of Optatas Mllevitanus, p. 91—100. 

^ Tilleihont, Mem. Ecclefiaftiqucs, torn. ti. part i. p. ^53. He 
laughs at their partial credulity. He revered Auguftin, the great 
do^or of the fyftcxn of predcllination. 

The 
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THE DECLINE AND FALL 

The fchifin of the Donatifts was confined f 
Africa : the more diffufive mifchief of the Trini* 
tarian controv^y fuQceflively penetrated into 
every part of the ChrUUa^n world, The former 
was an accldeijtal quarrel, occafion^d by tbe abufe 
of freedom } the latter was a high and myflerious 
argument, derived from the abufe of philofophy. 
From the age of Conftantine to that of Clovis and 
Theodoric, the temporal interefts ^oth of the 
Romans and Barbarians were deeply involved in 
the theological difputes of Arianifm. The hifto- 
rian may therefore be permitted refpeflfully to 
withdraw the veil of the fandluary 5 and to deduce 
tthe progrefs of reafon and fiuth, of error and paf- 
fion, from the fchool of Plato to the decline and 
fall of the empire. 

The genius of Plato, informed by his own 
meditation, or by the traditional knowledge of 
the priefts of Egypt", had ventured to explore 
the myfterious nature of the Deit)\ When he 
had elevated his mind to the fublime contempla- 
fiori of the firft felf-exiftent, ncceflary caufe of the . 
univerfe, the Athenian fage was incapable of con- 
ceiving Ifotu the limple unity of his eflence coul4 



»» Plato Egyptum peragravit nt a faccnlotibus Barbaris namcros et 
rmfjlra aedpere t, Cicero dt Fioibus, ▼. 95. The £gyf Haas might 
Hill prefcrvc the traditioiuil creed of the Patrlar^t. Jofephy* fc^« 
pcrfuadcd many of the Chriftian fathers, that Plato derived a part of 
his knowledge from the Jews ; but this vain opinion cannot be re- 
conciled with the obfcure ftate and unfocitl manners of the JcwI/h 
people, who e fcriptures were not acceflible to Greek curiofity till 
more than one hundred years after the death of Plato. See Mar- 
(hain. Canon. Chron. p, 144, Lc Clerc, EpUloU Cripc. vii. 
p. ^77— »94. 

admit 
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admit the infinite variety of diilinfl and fuccefiive CHAP, 
ideas which compofe the model of the in- ^ _^_' _y 
telledual world; how a Being purely incorporeal 
could execute that perfed model, and mould with 
a plaftic hand the rude and independent chaos. 
ITie vain hope of extricating himfelf from thcfe 
difficulties, which muft ever opprels the feeble 
powers of the human mind, might induce Plato 
to confider the divine nature under the threefold 
modification; of the firft caufe, the reafon or 
Logos^ and the foul or fpirit of the univerfe. TbcLo* 
His poetical imagination fometimes fixed and ^^^ 
animated thefe metaphyfical abftrafUons ; the three 
archical or original principles weie reprefented in 
the Platonic fyltem as three Gods, united with 
each other by a myfterious and ineffable genera- 
tion; and the Logos was particularly confidered 
under the more acceffible charafter of the Son of 
an Eternal Father, and the Creator and Governor 
of the world. Such appear t6 have been the 
fecret dodlrines which were cautioufly whifpered 
in the gardens of the academy; and which, ac- 
cording to the more recent difciples of Plato, 
could not be perfeftly underftood, till after an 
affiduou« ftudy of thirty years '*. 

The arms c^ the Macedonians diffufed over taught m 
Afia and Egypt the language and learning of of au-x^ 

andri.!. 
" The modern gwidcg vho lead mc to the knowledge of the Pla- ^^^ 
tonic fyftem art, Cudwonh (Intcllcftuat Syftcna, p. c68— 610.}, ^ ^^^ 
Bafuagc (Hift. dcs Juift, 1. iv. c.iv. p^j— 86.), 1-c Clerc (Epi/t. 
Crit. vji. p. 194.— 2O90» and Brucker (Hift. Philoroph. torn. i. 
p. 675.-706.. . As the learning of thc-fe writers was equal, and 
tlicir intention different, an inquifitive obferver may ctcrivc inftruc- 
tion fr^im tbcirdifputes, and certainty from their agrecnaent. 

Greece j 
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CHA^P. Greece; and the theological fyftcm of Plato wag 
y -,-_f taught with Ms referve, and perhaps with fome 
improvements, in the celebrated fchool of Alex- 
^dria '*. A numerous colony of Jews had been 
invited, by the favour of the Ptolemies, to fettle 
in their new capital '*. While the bulk of the 
nation praftifed the legal ceremonies, and purfued 
the lucrative occupations of commerce, a few 
Hebrews, of a more liberal fpirit, devoted their 
lives to religious and philofophical contempla- 
tion". They cultivated with diligence, and em- 
braced with ardour, the theological fyftem of the 
Athenian fage. But their national pride would 
have been mortified by a fair confeffion of their 
former poverty: and they- boldly marked, as the 
facred inheritance of their anceftors, the gold and 
jewels^- which they had fo lately ftolen from their 
Before Egyptian matters. One hundred years before the 
Chriikxooi j^^^j^ Qf ^,^j.j^^ ^ philofophical treatife, which 

manifeftly betrays the ftyle and fentiments of the 
fchool of Plato, was produced by the Alexandrian 
Jews, and unanimoufly received as a genuine and 
valuable relic of the iiifpired Wifdom of Solo- 
mon '*. A fimilar union of the Mofaic faith, and 

the 

'J Brucker, Hift. Philofoph. torn. i. p. 1249—1357. Tbc 
Alexandrian Ichool is celebrated by Strabo (1. xyii.J and AmmianUs 
(XXU.6.). 

H Jofeph. Antiquitat. 1. xii. c. i. 3. Bafoage, Hift. des Juifiii 
1. Tti.c. 7. 

*5 For the origin of the Jewifh philofophy, fee Enfebius, Prxparat. 
Evangel. Tiii. 9, to. According to Philo, the Tberapeuts ftuJied 
philofophy ; and Brucker has proved (Hift. Philofoph. tofh. ii. 
p. 787.), that they gave the preference to that of Plato. ^ 

"4 See Calmet, Diflertations fur la Bibl^> torn. iL p. %jj. The 
book of tb^ Wifdom of Solomon was recci ved by many of the Others 

ai 
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the Grecian philofbi^iy, diftingmlhes the voxks chap. 
of Philo, which were compofed, for the xnolt 
part, under the reign of Auguftu8'% The 
material foul of the univerfe'* might offend the 
piety of the Hebrews : but they 2q;>plied die cha- 
ra£ker of the Logos to the Jehovah of Mofes and 
the patriarchs ; and the Son of God was introduced 
upon earth under a vifible, and even human 
appearance, to perform thofe familiar offices which 
£eem incompatible with the nature and attributes 
of the Univerfal Caufe '^. 

The eloquence of Plato, the name of Solomon, RcYcaicd 
the authority of the fchool of Alexandria, and the /poftic 

St. John, 

as the work of that monarch ; and although rcjefled by the Proteft- 
antd for want of a Hebrew original, it has obtained, with the reft of 
the Vulgate, the fan^ion of the council of Trent. 

'7 The Platonifm of Philo, which was famous to a proverb, k 
proved beyond a doubt by Le Clerc (Epift. Crit. viii. p. 21 1 .— ia8.). 
Bafnage (Hift. des Juifs, 1. iv. c. 5.) has clearly afcertained, that 
the theological works of Philo were compofed before the death, and 
inoft probably before the birth of Chrift. In fuch a time of dark 
ncf', tiif knowledge of Philo h more aftomfliing than his errors. 
Bull, Defenf. Fid. Nicen. f. i. c. i. p. la. 

«s Mens agitat molcm, ct magno fe corpori mffeet, 
Befidts this material foul, Cudworth has difcovered (p. 5*1.) in 
Amelhis, Porphyry, Plotin us, and, as he thinks, in Plato himfelf, 
a Superior, fpiritual, uperecfmian foul of the univerfe. But thii 
double foiil is exploded by Brucker, Bafnage, andpLe Clerc, as im 
idle fancy of the latter Platonifts. 

«9 Pctav. Dogmata Theologica, torn, if. 1. viii. c. 2- p. 79'' 
Bull, Defenf. Fid Nicen. f. i. c. i. p 8. ij. This jiotion, till it 
was abuf«;d by the Arians, was freely adopted in the Chriftian theo- 
logy. Tertullian (adT. Prazeam, c. x6.) has a remarkable and 
dangerous paflfage. After contrafting, with indifcrcct wit, the na- 
ture of God, and the aaions of Jehovah, he concludes : Scilicet ut 
bcc de filto Dei oon credenda fuifle, fi noa (cripta eficnt | fortafie 
non credenda de Patr^ licet fcripta. 

^ coofcnt 
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c H A ^. confent of the Jews and Greeks, were infufficient 

XXI 

to eftablifh the tniA of a myfterious doftrine, 
which might pleafe, but could not fatisfy, a ra- 
tional mind. A prophet, or apoftle, infpired by 
the Deity, can alone exercife a lawful dominion 
over the faith of mankind ; and the theology of 
Plato might have been for ever confounded with 
the philofophical vifions of the Academy, the 
Porch, and the Lycaeum, if the name and divine 
attributes of the Logos had not been confirmed by 
the celeftial pen of the laft and moft fublimc of the 
Evangelifts *•. ITie Chriftian Revelation, whith 
was confommated under the rdgn of Nerva, dii^ 
clofed to the world the amazing fecret, that the 
Locos, who was with God from the beginning, 
and was God, who had made all things, and for 
whom all things had been made> was incarnate in 
the pcrfon of Jefus of Nazareth; who had been 
bom of a virgin, and fuflfered death on the crofs. 
Befides the general defign of fixing on a perpetual 
bafis the divine honours of Cbrift, the mod ancient ' 
and refpe^ble of the ecclefiaftical writers have 
afcribed to the evangelic theologian, a particular 
. intention to confute two oppofite herefies, which 
difturbed the peace of the primitive church*'. 

»o The Platoniftt admired the beginning of the Gofpc! of St. 
John,ai containing an cxad tranicript of their own principles. Au- 
guftin. de CIviUt. Dei, x. 29. Amelius apud Cyril, adverf. Julian. 
1. Till. p. 183. But in the third and fourth centuries, the Flatonifls 
of Alexandria might improve their Trinity, by the fecret ftudy of 
the Chriftian theology. 

« See Beaufobre, Hift Critique du Manicbeifine, torn. i. p. 377. 
The Gofpel according to St. John is fuppofed to have been publiAi. 
cd about fevcnty years after the death of Cbrift. 

8 r. The 
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^LThc faith of the Ebionites**, perhaps of the chap, 
Nazarenes^S wa« grofs aiui imperfed. They ^ 



revered Jefus as the greateft of the prophets, J^.^ . 
endowed with fupernatural virtue and power* and Do - 
They afcribed to his perfon and to his future reign ^^^^ 
all the predidions of the Hebrew orac!es which 
relate to the fpiritual and everlailing kingdom of 
the promifed MefIiah^^ Some of them might 
confefs that he was born of a virgin; but they 
obflinately reje&ed the preceding exiftence and 
divine perfections of the Logcs^ or Son of God, 
which are fo clearly defined in the Gofpel of St. 
John. About fifty years afterwards, the Ebionites, 
whofe errors are mentioned by Juftin Martyr, with 
lefs feverity than they feem to deferye **, formed a 
very inconfiderable portion of the Chriftian name. 
IL The Gnoflics, who were diltinguilhed by the 
epithet of Docetesy deviated into the contrary ex- 
treme; and betrayed the human, while they 

*» The fentiments of the Ebibnitcs arc fairly ftated by Molheim 
(p, 331 ) ami Lc Clerc (Hitt. Ecclcf p. 5-^5 )' t^^ Clementines, 
publiified among the apoAuUcal Fathers^ are attributed by the critics 
tP one of thcfe fedtaries. 

*? Staunch polemics, like Bull (Judiciunn Ecclef. Cathol. c. a.)> 
iafift on the oithoduxy of the 'Na/aienes ; which appears lef» pure 
and certain in the eyes of Moiheiin (p. 330.)- 

^ The humble condition and fufierings of Jefus hare always 
been a ftumbling block to the Jews. <' Deus . . . contrariis colori- 
" bus Mcffiam depinxcrat; futurus erat Rex, Judex, Paftor,'* &c. 
SceLimborch et Orobio Arnica Collat p. 8 i.;. 53—76. 19a— -134. 
But this obje<^ton has obliged the believing Chriftiaus to lift up their 
«yes to a fpiritual and everlafting kingdom. 

»5 Juftin. Martyr. Dialog, cum Tryphonte, p. X43> U4« See Lc 
Clerc, Hift. Ecclef. p« 61$. Bull, and his editor Grabe (Judicium 
Ecclef. Cathol. c. 7. and Appendix), attempt to diftort either the 
fentiments or the words of Juftin ; but their violent corre^on of the 
text is rejeded even by the Bcnedidinc editors. 

aiTerted 
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CHAP, averted the divine, nature of Chrifl. Educated 
in the fchool of f lato, accuftomed to the fuhtime 
idea of the Logos^ they readily conceived that the 
brightcft JEen^ or Emanation of the Deity, in%bt 
aifume the outward fhape and vidble appearance* 
of a mortal *" ; but they vainly pretended that the 
imperfedions of matter are incompatible with the 
purity of a celeftial fubflance. While the blood 
of Chrift yet fmoked on Mount Calvary, the 
Docetes invented the impious and extravagant 
hypotheiis, that, ioilead of ifluing frc$m the womb 
of the Virgin *% he had defcendcd on the banks 
of the Jordan in tlie form of peifed manhood; 
that he had impofed on the fenfes of his enemies, 
and of his difciples; and that the minifters of 
Pilate had wafted their impotent rage on an airy 
phantom, y/ho/eemed to expire on the crofs, and, 
after three days, to rife from the dead **. 
Myftc- • ji^g divine fandion, which the Apoftle had 
lure of the bcftowed on the fundamental principle of the 

Irinity. 

** ThcArians reproached the orthodox party with borrowinj their 
Trinity from the Valcnttnians and Marcionites. See BeaufobrCf 
Hilt, du Mantcheiliney K iii. 0.5. 7. 

^7 Non dignum eft e.x utero credere Denm, et Deum Chriftum 
.... non dignum eft ut tanta majeilas per fordes et fqualores mutie* 
ris tranftre crcdatur. I he Gnoftics afterted the impurity of matter, 
and of marriage j and they were fcandalized by the^grofs interpreta* 
tions of the father»» and even of Auguftin himfelf. See Beau^brc, 
torn. iL p. s^5' 

^ Apoftolis adhuc in faeculo fuperftitibus apud Jadzum ChriAt 
fanguine recente» et pkantafma corpus Domini alTerebatur. Cote* 
leriuB thinks (Patres Apoftol. torn. li. p. %^,)\hzi thofe who wiU not 
allow the DeeeUs to have arifen in the time of the Apoftlea^ may^with- 
equal reafon deny that the fun flilnes at noon*day« Jhefe Doettn, 
who formed the moft confidcrable party amoag the Oobftacs^ vtetc fii 
tailed, bccaufir tbey gmnted ouly Vk/nmhag body to Ciuift* 
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theology of Plato, encouraged the learned profe- C H A P- 
lytes of the fecond and third centuries to admire ^^ ' 
and ftudy the writings of the Athenian fage, who 
had thus marvelloufly anticipated one of the mod 
furprifing difcoveri^s of the Chriftian revelation* 
The refpedable name of Plato was ufed by the 
Orthodox *% and abufed by the heretics •% as the 
common fupport of truth and error : the authority 
of his fldlful commentators, and the fcienee of 
dialeds^ were employed to Juftify the remote 
confequences of his opinions > and to fupply the 
difcreet filence of the infpirad writers. The fame 
fubtle and profound queftions concerning the 
nature, the generation, the diftindion, and the 
equality of the three divine perfons of the njyfte- 
rious Triads or Trinity^', were agitated in the 
philofophical, and in the Chriftian fchools, of 
Alexandria. An eager fpirit of curiofity urged 



*9 Some proofs of the rcfpeA which the ChrifiLins entertained iot 
the perfon and dodrine of Plato, may be found m De la Mothe le 
Yayer, torn. t. p. 135, Jcc. edit. X757 ; aodfiafnage, Uift. des Juifs^ 
torn. iv«f>.ft9*79, Aec« 

i» Doleo bona fide, Platonem omnium haereticomm condimen* 
tarium fadum. TertuIUan. de Anima, c. a 3. Petavius (Dogm* 
Tbeolog. tom. HI. proleg. a.) fhews that this was a general com- 
plaint. Bealtfobre (tom. i. 1. iii. c. 9, 10.} hat deduced th« 
Gnoftic errors fi^om Platonic principks i and as, in the ftiiool of 
Alexandria, thofe principles were blended with the Oriental p};^ilo- 
fophy (Rrucker, tom. i. p, i356,)> the fentlment of Beaufobte may 
be recanctled with the opinion of Mofteim (General Hiftory of the 
Churchy vol. i. p. 37.). 

^> If Theopkilns, biOiop of AntiOch (fee Dupin, Bib1iotheqn« 
Eodefaftique, tom« i. p. 66. >y was the firft who employed the word 
^fimd^ Trinity^ that abftra^term, which was already familiar to the 
lidMola of philofophy^ muft have been introduced into the theology 
of the Chrlftiana after the middle of tiie iecond century. 

VofcrOL * T thett 
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c HA P. them to explore the fecreb of the abyfs ; and the 
\^0-^^ pride of the'profefTors, and of their difciples, was 
fatisfied vnth the fcience of words. But the moft: 
fagacious of the ChriiUan theologians, the great 
Athanafius himfelf, has candidly confefled ^% that 
whenever he forced his underftanding to meditate 
on the divinity of the Logosj his toilfome and un* 
availing efforts recoiled on themfelves ; that the 
more he thought, the lefs he comprehended; and 
the more he wrote, the lefs capable was he of ex- 
preffing his thoughts. In every ftep of the enquiry, 
we are compelled to feel and acknowledge the 
immeafurable difproportion between the fize of 
the objeft and the capacity of the human mind. 
We may ftrive to abftraft the notions of time, of 
fpace, and of matter, which fo clofely adhere to 
all the perceptions of our experimental knowledge. 
But as foon as we prefumc to reafon of infiiiite 
fubftance, of fpiritual generation j as often as we 
deduce any pofitive conclufions from a negative 
idea, we are involved in darknefs, perplexity, and 
inevitable contradidion. As thefc. difficulties axife 
from the nature of the fubjed, they opprefs, with 
the fame infuperable weight, the philofophic and 
the theological difputant ; but we may obferve 
two effential and peculiar circumftances, which 
difcriminated the doflrines of the Catholic church 
from the opinions of the Plat<mic fchool. 
Zcalofthc L A chofen fociety of philofopher^, men of a 
ChriiUans. j^^^l education and curious difpofitiop, might 

v^ AthanaGuSy torn. i. p. goS. His expreflions have ao uncom* 
in«n energy ; . and as he was writing to Monks^ there could not be 
any occaiiou for him to afcS a ratjooal language. 

filemly 
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filently meditate, and tempcfately difcufs, in the c HA P. 
gardens of Athens or the library of Alexandria, 
the abftrufe queftions of metaphyfical fcience. 
The lofty fpeculations, which neither cdftvinced 
the underftanding, nor agitated the pafGons, of 
the Platonifts themfelves, were carelefsly over- 
looked by the idle, the bufy, and even the ftudious 
part of mankind ''• But after the Logos had been 
revealed as the facred objed of the faith, the 
hope, and the religious worfliip of the Chriftiahs ; 
the myfterious fyftem was embraced by a numerous 
and increafmg multitude in every province of the 
Roman world? Thofe perfons who, from their 
age, or ffex, or occupations, were the leaft qua* 
lifted to judge, who were the leaft exercifed in 
the habits of abftraift reafoning ; afpired to con- 
template the oeconomy of the Divine Nature: 
and it is the boaft of Tertullian'% that a Chriftian 
mechanic could readily anfwer fuch queftions as 
had perplexed the wifeft of the Grecian fages. 
Where the fubjefk lies fo far beyond our reach, the 
difference between the higheft and the loweft of 
human underftandings may indeed be calculated 
as infinitely fmall; yet the degree of weaknefs 
may p^haps be meafured by the degree of obfti- 
nacy and dogmatic confidence. Tbefe fpecula^ 

|5 In a trcatifc, which profcflcd to explain the opinions of the an- 
dcnt philofophers concerning the nature of the gods, we might ex-* 
pcft to difcover the thcolog'cal Trinity of Plato. But Cicero v. vf 
honeftly conftfled, that though he had trandated the Timaeus* he' 
could never underftand that myfterious dialogue. Sec Hierooym. 
^nef. ad 1 zii in Ifaiam^ torn. r. p. 154. 

34 Tertnllian. in Apolog c. 46. Sec Rayle, Di^lionnaire, au* 
mot Smonide. His'remaiks on the prcTimiptioB of Tcrtulliao ate 
ptDfouiid aad iaterdtixig. 

Y 2 tiow^ 
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^xxt '' ^^^ inflead of being treated as the amufemcnl 
of a vacant hour, became the mod ferious bufmefs 
of the prefienty and the mod ufefiil preparation for 
a future, life. A theology, which it was incum- 
bent to believe, which it was impious to doubt, 
and which it might be dangerous, and even fatal, 
to miflake, became the familiar topic of private 
meditation and popular difcourfe* The cold in- 
difference of philofophy was inflamed by the fer- 
vent fpirit of devotion ; and even thq metaphors 
of common language fuggefted the fallacious 
prejudices of fenfe and experience. The Chri/lians, 
who abhorred the grofs and impure generation of 
the Greek mythology", were tempted to argue 
from the faimiliar anadk>gy of the filial and paternal 
relations. The chara£ter of 5^ feemed to imply 
a perpetual fubordination to the voluntary author 
of his eziftence '^ ; but as the a£t of generation, 
in the moft fpiritual and abftraded fenfe, muft be 
fuppofed to tranfmit the properties of a common 
i^yturo '% they durft not prefume to drcumfcribe 



^t La&aiitittS,iT. 8. Yet the Fr^hoU, or FroM^ which the moft 
CMthoitoz divines borrowed without icruple from the ValeDtinians, 
aod illuftratcd by the comparifons of a fountm and ftream, th« 
^0 aadits lays, &c cither mea^t notyog^ or frvowed a naterial 
idea of the dirinc generation. Sea Beaufobrei torn. i. 1. iiL c« 7«. 
p.548- 

3« Many of the inrimib>e writers have ft<iljl| wafeflcd^ that the 
Soo owed hit being to the ««ri/ of the Fathac>€c«€larke*$ Scripture 
trinity, p. 180*^7. On the other hand, Athanafiiii and hts 
followtrs feem unwining to grant what they are afraid to deny. The 
ichoohnen exiricatk themfelvf s from this difflcuHy by tht diftindHop 
of a frectilingdxtA a eomcomiumi will, l^etay. Dpgtik Thedog. torn, ii* 
1. vi. c. S. p. j&T*-^!* 

ft See Pctav. D^gnu Theolog. torn* ii. 1# ii« c.to. p. IS9* 

the 
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the powers or the duration of the Son of an eternal ^ ^^ P. 
and omnipotent Father. Fourfcore years after 
the death of Chrift, the Chriftians of Bithynia de- 
clared before the tribunal of Pliny, that they in- 
Toked hipi as a god ; and his divine honors have 
been perpetuated in every age and country, by the 
ATUious feds who aflume the name of his dif- 
ciples '•• Their tender reverence for the memory, 
of Chrift, and their horror for the profane worflup 
of any created being, would have engaged them 
to affert the equal and abfolute divinity of the 
Logos^ if their rapid afcent towards the throne rf 
heaven had not been imperceptibly checked by 
the apprehenfion of violating the unity and fole 
fupremacy of the great Father of Chrift and of the 
Univerfe. The fufpenfe and fludxudon pro- 
duced in the minds of the Chriftians by thefe op. 
pofite tendencies, may be obferved in the writings 
of the theologians who flouriflied after the end of 
the apoftolic age, and before the origin of the 
Arian controverfy. Their fuffrage is claimed, 
with equal confidence, by the orthodox and by 
the heretical parties; and the moft inquifitive 
critics have fairly allowed, that if they had the 
good fortune oiF pdfTefling the Catholic verity, 
they have delivered their conceptions in ioofe, 



3* Carmcnqiic Chrifto quafi Deo diccrc fecum inviccm. Wm. 
Epift. X, 97. The fenfe of Deujy&to^t E/obim, in the ancient lan- 
guagea» is critically examined by Le Clerc (Ars Critica, p. 150^ 
f56.)» and the propriety of worlhipping a very C"cellent creature, 
}s ably defended by the Socinian Emlyn (Tracts, p. i9~36. 

Y 3 inaccurate. 
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CHAP, maccurate, and fomedmes contradi&ory Ian* 

J^ guage^ 

Authority 11. Thc dcvotion of individuals was the fitft 

chui^ch. circumftance which diftinguifhed the Chriftians 
from the Platonifts ; the fecond was the authority 
of the church. The difciples of philofophy aflerted 
the rights of intelledual freedom, and their rc- 
fpeft for the fentiments of their teachers was a 
liberal and voluntary tribute, which they offered 
to fuperior reafon. But the Chriftians formed a 
numerous and difciplined fociety ; and the jurif- 
jdiftion of their laws and magiftrates was ftriftly 
cxercifed over the minds of the faithful. The 
loofe wanderings of the imagination were gra- 
dually confined by creeds and confeffions*" ; 
the freedom of private judgment fubmitted to the 
public wifdom of fynods ; the authority of a theo- 
logian was determined by his ecclefiaftical rank ; 
and the epifcopal fucceffors of the apoftles inflided 
the cenfures of the church on thofe who deviated 
from the orthodox belief. But in an age of re- 
ligious controverfy, every zSt of oppreffion adds 
new force to the elaflic vigour of the mind ; and 
the zeal or obftinacy of a fpiritual rebel was fome^ 
times flimulated by fecret motives of ambition or 

s^See Datlll de Ufa Patniin* andLeClcrc, Bibliotheque Uni- 
ycrfcUe, torn. x. p. 409. To arraign thc faith of thc Anti Nicenc 
fi^ttvers, was thc ob[c^, or at leaft has been the effedt, of thc ftu. 
pcndous viork of l^ctavius on the Trinity (Dogin. Theolog. 
torn ii.); nor has thc deep impreffion been crazed by thc learned 
defence of Biihop Bull. 

40 Thc moft ancient creeda were drawn up with thc grcatcft la» 
titudc. Sec Bull (Judicium Ecclcf. Cathol.)* who tries to prevent 
Epifcopus from deriving any advantage from this obfervation. 

avarice. 
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avaHce. A metaphyfical argument tecame the chap. 
caufe or pretence of political contefts ; the fubtie- v^#^-v^ 
ties of the Platonic fchool were ufed as the badges ^*^»o*s- 
of popular fedions, and the diftance which fepa- 
rated their refpeftive tenets was enlarged or mag- 
nified by the acrimony of difpute. As long as the 
dark hereiies of Praxeas and Sabellius laboured to 
confound the Father with the San *', the orthodox 
party might be excufed if they adhered more 
ftriaiy and more earneftly to the dijiindion^ than 
to the equality^ of the divine perfons. But as foon 
as the heat of controverfy had fubfided, and thfe 
progrefs of the Sabellians was no longer an obje£t 
of terror to the churches of Rome, of Africa, or of 
Egypt ; the tide of theological opinion began to 
flow with a gentle but fteady motion toward the 
contrary extreme ; and the mod orthodox doftors 
allowed thenifelve$ the ufe of the terms and defi- 
nitions which had been cenfured in the mouth of 
the fedaries ♦*. After the cdifl: of ^toleration had 
reftored peace and leifure to the Chriftians, the 
Trinitarian controverfy was revived in the ancient 
feat of Platonifm, the learned, the opulent, the 
tumultuous city of Alexandria ; and the flame of 
religious difcord was rapidly communicated from 
the fchools to the clergy, the people, the pro- 

41 The hercfics of Praaccas, Sabellius. &c. are accurately cxp^a'ned 
by Molhcim (p. 4a5- 680— 714-)- Praxeas who came to Rome 
about the end of the fecond century, deceived , for fome t-mc, the 
fimpKcity of the bifliop, and was confuted by the pen of the angry 
Tcrtullian. 

+» Socrates acknowledges, that the hcrefy oF Ar'us proceeded 
from his ftrong dcfire to embrace an opinion the ipoft diametrically 
oppofite to that of Sabellius* 

Y 4 vmcc. 
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CHAP, vince, and the Eaft. The abftmfe queftion of the 
\^m^^ eternity of the Logos was agitated in ecclefiaftical 
conferences, and popular fermons ; and the hete* 
Anns. rodox opinions of Arius *' were foon made public 
by his own zeal, and by that of his adverfaries* 
His noLofl: implacable adverfaries have acknow- 
ledged the learning and blamelefs life of that 
eminent prefbyter, who, in a former ele&ion, had 
/declared, and perhaps generoufly declined, his 
pretenfions to the epifcopal throne**. His com- 
petitor Alexander aflumed the office of his judge. 
The important caufe was argued befc^re him ; and 
if at firfl he feemed to hefitate, he at length pro- 
nounced his final fentence, as an abfolute rule of 
faith*'. The undaunted prefbyter, who prefumed 
to refift the authority of his angry bifl^op, was 
feparated from the communion of the church. 
But the pride of Arius was fupported by the 
applaufe of a numerous party. He reckoned 
mnong his immediate followers two biihops of 



4S rh« figure and manners of Arius, the chanuSter and numbers 
of his firft pro(eIyti!8» are painted in very lively colours by £pipha« 
nius (torn. i. Haercf. Ixix. j. p. 7»90 5 and we cannot but regret 
that be (hould foon forget the hiftorian» to aflume the taik of con. 
troverljr. * 

44 See Philoftorg'us (1. i. c. 3.) and Godefioy's ample Com- 
mentary. Yet the credibility of Philoftorgnus is leffcned, in the eyes 
pf the orthodox, by his Arianifm ; and in thofe of rational critics, 
by his palfion, his prtjudice, and his ignorance. 

4f Sozonien (1. i- c. 15.) reprefents Alexander as indi6ferent» 
and even ignorant, in the beginning of the controverfy j while So- 
crates (1 1. c 5.) afcribes the origin of the difpute to the vain 
curiofity of his theological fpeculations. Dr. Jortin (Remarks on 
Ecdeiiaftical Hiftory, vol. ii. p. 17S.) has cenfured, with his ufdal 
^Fp^on)) the condu A of Alexander: <v^ o^n» <i«^mTa» • • • • 



Egypt, 
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Egypt, feven prelbyters, twelve deacons, and ^5xi^* 
(what may appear almoft incredible) feven htm- v^,^-v-^ 
dred virgins. A large majority of the bifhops of 
Alia appeared to fupport or favour his caufe; 
and their meafures were condufted by Eufebius 
of Caefarea, the moft learned of the Chriftian pre- 
lates ; and by Eufebius of Nicomedia, who had 
acquired the repuladon of a ftatefman without 
forfdting that of a faint. Synods in Paleftine 
and Bithynia were oppofed to the fynods of Egypt. 
The attention of the prince and people was at- 
tracted by this theological difpute j and the deci- 
fion, at the end of fix years**, was referred to the A. D. 31! 
fupreme authority of the general council of Nice. ""^*^' 

When the myfteries of the Chriftian faith were Three fyf. 
dangeroufly expofed to public debate, it might JfjI^i^'*** 
be obferved, that the human imderftanding was 
capable of forming three diftinfl, though imper- 
fe&, fyftems, concerning the nature of the Divine 
Trinity ; and it was pronounced, that none of 
thefe fyftems, in a pure and abfolute fenfe, were 
exempt from herfefy and error *^ I. According Ariuifii. 
to the firft hypotheiis, which was maintained by 
Alius and his difdples, the Logos was a depend- 

46 The fiamei of Ananifm m-ght bum for fome time in fecret ; ■ 
but there is rcafon to believe that thej burft out with vioUace at 
early as the year 319. Tillemont, Mem. Ecckf. torn. ri. p. 774 
— 7«o. 

47 Qiffd credidit ? Certe, out tria nomina audiens tres Deos efl« 
cred4dit»et idololatra effcAuseft; out in tribu$ vocabulU tnoomiaem 
credens Deunit in SabeUii hxrelim incunit i ma edoAut ab Arianit 
unum elle vcrum Deum Patrcm, filium et fpiritum KanAum credidit 
p-eaturas. Aut extra hxc quid cvedere potuerit nefcio. Hieroaytf* 
^T. LucifimanoB. Jerom refenres for the laft the orthoidoz fyftcm, 
rbich is mor^ complicated and difficult. 

fftt 



330 THE DECLINE AND FALL 

c XXI ^* ^^^ *^^ fpontaneous produdion^ created from 
v^fiPv^ nothing by the will of the Father. The Son, by 
whom all things were made ^ had been begotten 
before all worlds, and the longeft of the aflrono- 
mical periods could be compared only as a fleet- 
ing moment to the extent of his duration; yet 
thi$ duration was not infinite*', and there bad 
been a time which preceded the ineffable genera* 
tion of the Logos. On this only begotten Son the 
Almighty Father had transfufed his ample fpirit, 
and imprefled the eflfulgence of his glory. Vifible 
image of invifible perfe£tion, he faw, at an im- 
meafurable diftance beneath his feet, the thrones 
of the brighteft archangels : yet he fhone only 
with a reflected light, and, like the fons of the 
Roman emperors, who were invefted with the 
titles of Cscfar or Auguftus*', he governed the 
imiverfe in obedience to the will of his Father and 
Trkhcifin. Monarch. 11. In the fecond hypothefis, the Logos 
poffeffed all the inherent, incommunicable per- 
feftions, which religion and philofophy appro- 
priate to the Supreme God. Three diftind and 
infinite minds or fubflances, three co-equal and 
co-eternal beings, compofed the Divine Eflfence" ; 

and 

^ As the do^n'ne of abfolvte creation fron nothingyvas gradually 
introduced among the Chrifttans (Beaufobre, tom ii. p i6s^%iS')» 
the dignity of the mjorkman very naturaliy rofc with that of the 9Sfork: 

49 ibe metaphyfics of Dr. Clarke (Scripture Trinity,* p. «76— 
ftSo ) could di^ett an eternal generation from an in'^nite caufe. 

*** This prophane and abfurd finnile is employed by feveral of the 
primitive fathers, particularly by Athenagora , in hi* Apology 
to the emperor N!arcu8and hi^ fon ; and it is alleged, without oen» 
fore, by BtiU himfelf. See Defenf. F id Nicen. f. iii. c 5. N« 4. 

5^ See Cudworth's Intelle^ual Syft«m, p. 559. 579 This dan- 
fcipus hypothcfid was countenanced by the two Gregories, of Nyfla 

and 
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and it would have impMed contradiaion, that aay ^ SJj ^* 
of them flhould not have exifted, or that they v^^v^ 
fliould ever ceafe to exift ^\ The advocates of a 
fyftem which feemed to eftablifli three independent 
Deities, attempted to preferve the unity of the 
Firft Caufe, fo confpicuous in the defign ^d 
order of the world, by the perpetual concord oi 
their adminiflration, and the effential agreement 
of their will. A faint refemblance of this unity 
of adion may be difcovered in the fodeties cxf 
men, and even of animals. The caufes which 
difturb their harmony proceed only from the im- 
perfeftion and inequality of their faculties; but 
the omnipotence which is guided by infinite wif- 
dom and goodnefs, cannot fail of chufing the fame 
means for the accompliihment of the fame ends. 
III. ^Three Beings, who, by the felf- derived Sabcffiaiv. 
neceffity of their exijftence, poflefs all the divine *^°^ 
attributes in the moft perfed degree; who are 
eternal in duration, infinite in fpace, and inti- 
mately prefent to each other, and to the whole 
imiverfe ; irrefiftibly force themfelves on the alio- 
vMhed mind, as one and the fame Being '% who, 
in the 5£coxu)my of grace, as well as in ^at of 

and Nazianz^n. by Cyril of Alexandria, John of Hhmaicuif &c. 
See Cudworth^ p. 603. Le Clerc> BibliotbecL^e UnWerfelle* torn. 
xviii. p. 97'-rX05. 

s» Aaguftin fccma to envy the 'freedom of the philofophers. 
Liberis Terbii loquuntur pbilofophi . ... N08 auteni non dicimus 
duo vcl tna pnncipia, duos vel tre« Deos. De Civitat. Dei, x. a^. 

s' Boetius, who was deeply verfed in the philofophy of Plato and 
Ariftotle, explains the unit> of the Trinity by the in-diffirence of the 
three perfons. See the judicious remarks of Lc Cierc, Bibliothequc 
Chpifie, torn, xvi, p. aij, ficc. 

9 nature. 
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c HA p. nature, may manifeft himfelf under different 
i^-y^ ]krniS9 and be confidered under different afpe6b. 
By this h^)othefis, a real fubftantial Trinity is 
refined into a trinity of names, and ab(lra£l modi- 
fications, that fubfift only in the mind which 
conceives them. The Lo^as is no longer a peri 
fon, but an attribute ; and it is only in a figurative 
fenie, that the epithet of Son can be applied to 
the eternal reafon which was with God from the 
beginning, and by which j not by wbom^ all things 
were made* The incarnation of the Logos is re- 
duced to a mere infpiration of the Divine Wifdom, 
which filled the foul, and direfted all the anions 
of the man Jefus. Thus, after revolving round 
the theological circle, we are furprifed to find 
that the Sabellian ends where the Ebionite had 
begun; and that the incomprehenlible myftery 
which excites our adoration, eludes our en- 
quiry**. 
Coancii If the bifliops of the council of Nica " had 
A.n^i%s. t^cn permitted to follow the unbiaffed didatcs 

u If the Sabellians were fttrHed at this condirfian, they were 
driven down another prcdpioe into the conleffion, that the Father 
was bom of a viigin, that be had AifTered on the crofs ; and thui 
deferred the oc-:ous epithet of Pairi^p^ffiwu^ with which they were 
branded by theii^adTerCiriei. Sec the Invc ' Ives of TertuIHan agiiinft 
Praxeast and the temperate reflexions of Moiheim (p. 4»3« ^''*) ' 
and Beaufobre. torn. i. I iii. c. 6. p. 531* 

fl The tranfaftions of the counctl of Nice are related By the 
andents, not only in a partial, but in a. very imper&Ai WMXXo^' 
Such a pidure as Fra^Paolo would have drawn, can nctcr be 
recovered ; but fuch nide ikctchcs as have been traced by the 
peifcjl of bigotry, and that of reafon, may be ieen><n Tincm««t 
(Mem. Kcdef. torn. vi. p. 669— 759 ) and inLc Clcrc (QibtothequC 
Uaivcrfeile, torn. X. p. 435«-454.), 

of 
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c^ their eonfcfence, Ariiia and his aflbdates could c ^ a p. 
fcarcely have flattered themfelves ynih the hopes 
of obtaining a majority of votes, in favour of an 
hypothefis fo diredly adverfe to the two mod 
popular opinions of the Catholic world. The 
Arians foon perceived the danger of their fitua- 
tion, and prudently afTumed thofe modeft virtues, 
which^ in the fury of civil and religious diflfen- 
fions, are feldom pradifed, or even praifed, 
except by the weaker party. They recommended 
the exerdfe of Chriftian charity and moderation ; 
urged the incomprehenfible nature of the contro- 
ycrfy j difclaimed the ufe of any terms or defini- 
tions which could not be found in the fcriptures ; 
and pffered, by very liberal concefiions, to fatisfy 
their adverfaries, without renouncing the integrity 
of their own principles. The viftorious faflion 
received all their propofals with haughty fufpicion ; 
and anidoufly fought for fome irreconcileable mark 
of diiUndion, the rejection of which might in* 
Tolve the Arians in the guilt and confequences of 
herefy. A letter was publicly read, and ignomi- 
luoufly torn, in which their patron, Eufebius of 
^comedia, ingenuoufly confdTed, that the ad« 
miifion of the Homoousion, or Confubftantial, The Ho- 
a word already familiar to the Plat««iifts, was in- ««>«fio** 
compatible with the principles of their theological 
fyftem. The fortunate opportunity was eagerly 
tttfbnced by the bifbops, who governed the refo- 
lutions of the fynod ; and, according to the lively 
cxprefiioa of Ambrofe ^% they ufed the fword, 

which ^ 

^Wt9fe indebted to Ambrofe (de Fide, 1. iii. cap. ult.) for the 
knoidedge of this curious anecdote* Hoc TerbompofucnifitPatrefl, 
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CHAP, which httefy itfelf had drawn from the fc^bard, 
'^ to cut oflf the head of the hated monften The 
confubftantiality of the Father and the Son was 
eftablifhed by ther council of Nice, and has been 
unanimoufly received as a fundamental article of 
the Chnftian faith, by the confent of the Greek, 
the Latin, the Oriental, and the Proteftant 
churches. But if the fame word had not ferVed 
to ftigmatize the heretics, and to unite the Catho- 
lics, it would have been inadequate to the purpofe 
of the majority, by whom it was introduced into 
the orthodox creed. This majority was divided 
into two parties, diftinguifhed by a contrary ten- 
dency to the fentiments of the Tritheifts and of 
ihe Sabellians. But as thofe oppofite extremes 
feemed to overthrow the foundations either of 
natural, or revealed, religion, they mutually 
agreed to qualify the rigour of their principles ; 
and to difavow the jufV, but invidious, confc- 
quences, which might be urged by their an- 
tagonifts. The intercft of the common caufc 
inclined them to join their numbers, and to con- 
ceal their differences ; their animofity was foftened 
by the healing counfels of toleration, and their 
difputes were fufpended by the ufe of the^myfte- 
rious Homooufion^ which either party was free to 
interpret according to their peculiar tenets. The 
SabcUian fenfq, which, about fifty years before, 
had obliged the council of Antioch*^ to prohibit 

quod vid^ruDt adverfariig cfle formidini ; ut tanqiMtt eraguiatoah 
ip^s ghdio, ipfum nefandae caput herzfeos amputaivnt. 

S7 See Bull, Dcfcnf. Fid. Niccn. Ad. ii, c. i. p. »5— 36. He 
thinks it bis duty to reconcile two orthodox fynods. 

•thi* 
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this celebrated term, had endeared it to thofc ^xxt^* 
theologians who entertained a fecret but partial 
afie£ti6n for a nominal Trinity. But the more 
fafhionable faints of the Arian times, the intrepid 
Athanafius, the feamed Gregory Nazianzen, and 
the other pillars of the chinch, who fupported with 
ability and fuccefs the Nicene do£trine, appeared 
to confider the expreffion oifubjiancej as if it had 
been fynonimous with that of nature ; and they 
ventured to illuftrate their meaning, by affirming 
that three -men, as they belong to the fame com- 
mon fpecies, are confubfhmtial or homooufian to 
each other**. This pure and diftinft equality 
was tempered, on the one hand, by the internal 
connexion, and fpiritual penetration, which in- 
diflblubly urates the divine perfons *• ; and on the 
other, by the pre-eminence of the Father, which 
was acknowledged as far as it is compatible with 
the independence of the Son**. Within thefe 
limits the almoft invifible and tremulous ball of 
orthodoxy was allowed fecurely to vibrate. On 
either fide, beyond this confecrated groimd, the 

i^ Accovdins to AriftoUc, the ftars were homoouion to eauch/ 
other. *' That Hamooufiof means of one fubftance in kindt hatli beeHv 
" ftiewn by Petavius, Curcellaeus, Cudworth, Le CJcrc, &c- and t». 
•* prove it, would be a^m agere** This is the juft remarlc ©^ 
Dr. Jortin (yoI. ii. p. 2ia)» who ezaminea the Arian controYerf/ 
with teftcning^ candour^ and ingenuity. 

S9 See Petavius (Dogoi. Theolog. torn. ii. l.iv. c 16. p. 453> &c.)« 
Cudworth (p 5|90> fiull(fea.iT. p. aS 5—290* edit. Grab.)- The 
vtf^X^f^*^ or cir^uminc^Ot is perhaps the deepeft* and. darkeft 
comer of the whole theological abyfs. 

^ The third feaion of Bull's Defence of the Nicene F^ith, which 
fame of his antagonifts have called nonienfe, and others herefy» it 
coniecrated tathe fupremacyof the Father. 

heretics 
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^X^^' heretics and the dsemcnis lurked in ambdh to 
furprife and devour the unhappy wanderer. But 
as the degrees of theological hatred depend on the 
fpirit of the war, rather than on the importance 
of the controverfy, the heretics who degraded, 
were treated with more feverity than thofe who 
annihilated, the perfon of the Son. The life of 
Athanafius was confumed in irrecondleable op-' 
poiition to the* impious madnrfi of the Arians^'; 
but he defended above twenty years the Sabd- 
lianifm of Marcellus of Ancyra ; and when at lail 
he was con^Ued to withdraw himfelf from his 
communion, he continued to moition, with an 
ambiguous ihiile, the venial errors of his re- 
fpeftable friend *% 

^^^ The authority of a general council, to which 

the Arians theinfelves had been compelled to fiib- 
mit, infcribed on the banners of the orthodox 
party the myfterious charaders of the word 
Homoufion^ which eflentially contributed, not- 
withftanding fome obfcure difputes, fome nodnr- 
^ nal combats, to maintain and perpetuate the 
uniformity of faith, or at leaft of language. The 
Confubftantialifts, who by thdr fuc^s have de* 
ferved and obtained the dtle of Catholics, gloried 
in the fimplicity and fteadmefs of their own creed, 

^ The ordinary appenation with whicb Athanafius and hit 
foUoweraicbofe to com^ilunent the Arians, was that of Jtimmmr^* 

^ Epiphanius, torn. i. Heref. Ixxii. 4. p. 837. See the adven- 
tures of Marcelhu, in TiUeniont (Mem. Eoclef. torn. ril. p. SSo— 
$99.}. His worH» in 011^ book, of the unity of God, was anfwerecf 
in the three books, which are ftiU extant, of Euiebius. After a long 
and careful examination, Petavius (torn. ii. 1 i. c. 14^ p* 78O ba* 
ttladaatly pronounced the condemnation of Marcellvs. 

and 
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and infulted the repeated variations of their adyero c R A p. 
faries^ who were deftitute of any certain rule of 
feith. The fihcerity or the cunning of the Arian 
chiefs, the fear of the laws or of the people, their 
reverence for Chrifl, theiii? hatred 6f Athanafius, 
all the caufes, humctn and divine, that influence- 
and difturb the counfels of a theological feaion, 
mtroduced among the feftaries a fpirit of difcord 
and incohftancy, which, in the courfe of a few 
years, erefted eighteen different models of reli- 
gion *% and avengdd the violated dignity of the 
church. The zealous Hilary **, who, from the 
peculiar hardOiips of hi^ fituation, was inciined to 
extenuate rather than to aggravate the errors of 
the oriental clergy, declares, that in the wide 
extent of the ten provinces of Afia, to which he 
had been baniftied, there could be found very 
few prelates who had preferved the knowledge of 
the true God**. The qppreffion which he had 
felt, the diforders of which he was the fpe&atqr 
and the victim, appeafed, during a fhort interval^ 

^i Athanaiius in his epiftle concerning the fynoii of Seleticia aftd 
Rimlnt (torn. L p. S86-«905.}» has given an ample lift of Arian 
cfeeds, which has been enlarged and improTed by the labours of 
the indefatigable Tillemont (Mem. Bcclef. torn. Vi. p, 471-)- 

^4 Brafmiis. with admirable fenfe and freedom, has delineated 
the juft charaAer of Hilary. To rcTife his text, to compofe the an<« 
nals of his life, and to juftify his fentiments and condudj is the pro- 
vince of the Benedi^ine editors. 

65 Abfque epifcopo Eleufio et pftUcis cum eo, et majote parte 
Afiana; deceiti pi-ovinciae, inter quas confifto^ vere Deum nefciunt. 
Atqtie utinam penitus nelcirent ! cum procliviore enim* venii igmo- 
rarent quam obtreftarent. Hilar, dc Synodis, five de Fide Orien* 
talittm, c. 6 J. p. ii85. edrt. Benedid. In the celebrated parallel 
between atheifm and fuperftttion^ the bifhop of Poitiers would hate 
been farprifcd in the phildfophic focicty of Bayle and PItttarcb. 
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^ xxi^* *^ ****^ fiafSons of his foul ; and in the fcilour- 
ing poifigc of which I fliall tranfcrlbe a few lines^ 
the biihop of Poitiers unwarily deviates into the 
ftyle of a Chriftian phaofcpher. « It is a thing/' 
fays Hilary, " equally deplorable and dangei?Dus, 
*♦ Aat there are as many cpeeds as opinions among 
** men, as many doddbEies as inclinations, and as 
** many fources of blafphcmy as there ar« faults 
among us j becaufe we make creeds arbitrarily, 
and explahi them as arbitrarily. The Homo- 
oufion is rejefted, and recehred, and explained 
" away by fucceflrve fynods. The partial or total 
" refemblance of the Father and of the Son, is a 
" Tifbjcft of difpute for thefe unhappy times: 
" Every year, nay every moon, we make new creeds 
" to dcfcnbe ir.vifible myfteries. We repent of 
**. what we have done, we defend thofe who repent, 
** we anathematlfe ihofe whom we defended, 
** We condemn either the doftrine of others in 
" ourfelves, or our own in that of others ; and 
** reciprocally tearing one another to pieces, we 
** have been the caufe of each other's ruin^**." 
Arian It Wall not be e3q>e&ed, it would not perhaps 

^^^^ be <indured, that I (hould fwdl this theological 

digreifion, by a minute examination of the eighteen 
Cfeeds, the authors of which, for the moll part, 
difclaimed the odious name of their parent Arius. 
It is amufuTg enough to delineate the form, and 
to trace the vegetation, of a fiogular plant; but 

^ Iflariws ad Conftantttttn, I. ii. c. 4, 5. p. xaa;, i»«^- ^^ 
rematkaMe paffa^e dcfcrved tJw attention of Mr. 'Locke* who hM 
tranfcrrbcd it (vol. Yil p. 470.) hfJto the mtodel of hi« new common- 
place book. 

4 ihe 
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die tedious detsdl of leaves -without flowers, and ^Sia^* 
. of branches \dthout fruit, would fooh exhauft the 
patience, and difappoint the curiofity, of the 
laborious ftudent. One queftion which gradually 
aroS? from the Arian controverfy, may however 
be noticed, as it ferved to produce and difcri- 
minate the- three fefts, who were united only by 
their common averfion to the Homooufion of the 
J^ictoe fynod. i. If they were alked, whethei* 
the Son was like unto the Father ; the queftion was 
refoUitely anfwered in the negative, by the here- 
tics who adhered to the principles of Arius, or 
jlndeed to thofe of philofophy ; which feem to 
eftablifli an infinite diflference between the Creator 
and ijie moft excellent of his creatures. This 
obvious confequence wa« maintained by ^tius% 
on whom the zeal of his adverfaries beftowed the 
lumame of the Atheift. His reftlefs and afpiring 
fpirit urged him to try almoft every profeflion of 
human life. • He was fucceffively a Have, or at 
leaft a hulbandman, • a travelling tinker, a gold- 
Jfmith, a phyfician, a fchoolmafter, a theologian^ 
and at laft the apoftle of ^ new church, which wa^ 
5>ropagated by .the abilities of his difciple Euno-» 
jnius ^^ Armed with texts of fcripture, and with 

captious 

*' In Philoflorgtus (1. lii. c. 15.) the chara^cr atid adventures of 
JEtius appear (iogular enough, though they are carefully foftened by 
the band of a friend. The editor Godefroy (p. X530« who wa« 
txKsie attached to his principles than to bt9 author* has colle^ed the 
odjous circomftances wltich his VArious adverfaries have prcfierveU 
or iarented. 

^ According. t9 the judgment of a man who refpeded both tKofe 
fedariesy JEtlus ha^ been endowed with a ftronger undcrltandin^ , 

Z 2 aai 
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CHAP, captious fyllogifms from the logic of Ariftotle, the 
v^ -^ /_f fubtle -^tius had acquired the fame of an invin- 
cible difputant, whom it was impoflible either to 
filence or to convince. Such talents engaged the 
friendlhip of the Arian bi(hops, till they Vere 
forced to renounce and even to perfecute, a dan- 
gerous ally, who, by the accuracy of his reafoning, 
had prejudiced their caufe in the popular opinion, 
and offended the piety of their moft devoted fol- 
lowers. 2. The omnipotence of the Creator 
fuggefted a fpecious and refpedful folution of the 
Ukencfs of the Father and the Son ; and faith might 
humbly receive what reafon could not prefume to 
deny, that the Supreme God might communicate 
his infinite perfections, and create a being fimilar 
only to himfelf '^ Thefc Arians were powerfully 
fupported by the weight and abilities of their 
leaders, who had fucceeded to the management 
of the Eufebian intereft, and who occupied the 
principal thrones of the Eaft. They detefted, 
perhaps with fome affeftation, the impiety of 
iEtiusj they ptofeffed to believe, either without 
' referve, or according to the fcriptures, that the 
Son was different from all other creatures, and 
fimilar only to, the Father. But they denied, that 

and Eimomius had Acquired more art and learning (PhilofVorgiufy 
1. Till. c. i80« 'fhe confeflton and apology of Bunomius (Fabridus» 
Bibliot. Grsec. torn. viii. p. 15S— 305.) is one of the few beretical 
pieces which have efcaped. 

^ Yet, according to the opinion of Eftius and Bull (p. a97*}» 
there is one power, th^t of creation, which God CMm»t communi- 
cate to a creature. £ftiuf» who fo accuratery defined the limits of 
Cmnipntence, was a Dutchman by bhth» and by trade a felMlaftic 
divine. Dupin, Bibliot. Scclc£ ton. xni. p. ^5^ 

he 
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he was cither of the fame, or of a fimilar fubftance ; ^ HA. p. 
fometiraes boldly juftifying their diffent, and fome- 
times objefting to the ufe of the word fubftance, 
which feems to imply an adequate, or at leaft a 
diftind notion of the nature of the Deity. 3. The 
feft which afferted the doftrine of a fimilar fub- 
ftance, was the moft numerous, at leaft in the 
provinces of Afia; and when the leaders of both 
parties were aifembled in the council of Seleucia ^% 
their opinion would have prevailed by a majority 
of one hundred and five to forty-three bifhops. 
The Greek word, which was chofen to exprefs 
this myfterious refemblance, bears fo clofe an 
affinity to the orthodox fymbol, that the profane 
of every age have derided the furious contefts 
which the difference of a fingle diphthong excited 
between the Homooufians and the Homoioufians. 
As it frequently happens, that the founds and cha- 
rafters which approach the neareft to each other, 
accidentally reprefent the moft oppofite ideas, the 
obfervation would be itfelf ridiculous, if it were 
poffible to mark any real and fenfible diftinftion 
between the doftrine of the Semi-Arians, as they 
were improperly ftyled, and that of the Catholics 
themfelves. The bifliop of Poitiers, who in his 
Phrygian exile very wifely aimed at a coalition of 
parties, endeavours to prove that, by a pious and 
faithful interpretation", the Homoioufion may be 

reduced 

70 Salnnut (ap. Socrat. 1. H. c. 3^.) bad copied the ads ; Atha- 
nsUiqa a&d Hilary have explained the diviGooa of this Arian fynod ; 
the other circumftancet which are relative to it are carclully col- 
lefted by Barpniys and Tillemont. 

'7' Fideli ct pi4 intelligcntia . . . Dc Synod, c. 77- p. ii^l- '« Wa 
&Qrt apdogetical ootes (firft ptibliflicd by the Benediaines from a 

23 MS. 
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CHAP, reduced to a confubftantial fcnfe. Yet he coBfcflet 
^-^-,' . that the word has a dark and fufpickrus afpcft ; . 
and, as if darknefs were congenial to theological 
difputes, the Semi-Arians, who advanced to the 
doors of the church, aflailed them with the moft 
unrelenting fury. 
Faith oF The provinces of Egypt and Afia, which cul^f 

^^^ ^ i!'- ^vated the language and manners of the Gn^s, 
tin church, had deeply imbibed the venom of the Arian con- 
trov^rfy. The familiar ftudy of the Platonic 
fyftem, a vain and argumentative difpofition, a 
copious and flexibjc idiom, fappBed the clergy 
and people of tlie Eaft with an ine;chau(HbIe flow 
of words and diftin£lions; and, in the midftof 
their fierce contentions, they eafily forgot the 
doubt which is recommended by philofophy, and ' 
the fubmiflion which is enjoined by religion. 
The inhabitants of the Weft were of a lefs inqui- 
fitive fpirit ; their paffions were not fo^ forcibly 
moved by invifible objefts ; their minds were left 
frequently exercifed by the habits of difpute, and 
fiich was the happy ignorance of the Gallican 
church, that Hilary himfelf, above thirty years 
after the firft general council, was ftill a ftrangeii? 
to the Niccne creed ^\ The Latins had received 

MS. of Charters) he obfcrves, that he ufed this cautious «xpreflion, 
qui intelligerem ct impiam, p iao6. See p. 1146. Philoftorguis, 
who few thofc objedts through a different tnedtum, is inclined to 
forget the difference of the important diphthong. Sec in particu- 
lar viii. J7. and Godefroy, p. 35a. 

7* Tcflor Dcum coelL atque terra mecum neutrum audiiTcm, 
fempcr tamen utrunique fenfi(!e. . . • Regeneratus pridcm & in cpif- 
copatii aliquantifpcr maocns fidem Nicenam nunquam nifi exfulatu- 
fiis audivi. Hilar, dc Synodis, c. xci. p. 1*05. The Bencdidlinca 
are perfuaded that he governed the dioccfe of Poitiers fcveral years 
tcforc his exile. 

the 
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the rays of dhrme knowledge through th^ dark chap. 
and doubtful medium of a tranflation. The . ^^J* 
porerty and ftubbomnefs of their natit el toi^oe^ 
W2S not always capable of affi>rding )uft equi- 
valents for the Greek terms, for the technicsd 
words of the Platonic phik>fophy", which had 
been confecrated by the gofpel or by the church, 
to ^prefs the myfteries of the Chriftian faith.; 
and a verbal defe£l might introduce into the Latin 
theology, a long train of error ot perplexity ''\ 
But as the weftem provincials had the good for* 
tune of deriving their religion from an otthodooc 
fource, they preferred with fleadinefs the do£lrine 
which they had accepted with docility j and when 
tlie Arian peftilence approached their frontiers, 
they were fupplied with the feafonable pre- 
fervative of the Homooufion, by the paternal care 
of the Roman pcmtxffl Their fentiments and their Council of 
temper were difplayed in the memorable fynod of a.*!)" ''(lo. 
Rimini, which furpailed in numbers the council 
of Nice, (ince it was compofed of above four hun- 
dred biihops of Italy, Africa, Spain, Gaul, Britaii^, 
and Illyricum. il^rom the firil debates it appeared, 
.that only fouricore prelates adhered to the party, 
though they zSe&ed to anathematife the name and 
memory, of Arius. But this inferiority was com- 
penfated by the advantages of ikill, of experience, 

7; Seneca (Epift. Iviii.) complains that even the iv w of the Pla- ' 
tonifts (the enj of the bolder fbhoolmen) could not be exprefled by 
« Latin nour. 

74 The preference which the fourth council of the Lateran at 
length gave to a numerical rather than a generieal uQiiy (fee Pctav. . 
torn. it. 1. iv. c. X}. p. 424O was favoured by the Latin language \ 
T£M( ffcms to ezsite the idea of fubftance^ trinkfu of (Qualities. 

Z4 and 
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C H A P. and of difcipUne ; and the minwity was condu£ked 
^ \ ^ f by Valens and Urfacius, two bifliops of lUyiicum, 
who had {pent their lives in the intrigues of courts 
and councils, and who had been trained under the 
Eufebian banner, in the religious wars of the 
E^dd. By their arguments and negodationsy they 
embarraffed, they confounded, they at iaft de* 
ceived, the honeft fimplicity of tjie Latin bifliops j 
who fufFered the palladium of the faith to be ex* 
torted from their hands by fraud and importunity, 
rather than by open violence. The council of 
Rimini was not allowed to fepafate, till the mem* 
bers had imprudently fubfcribed a captious creed, 
in which fome expreilions, fufceptible of an here- 
tical fenfe, were inferted in the room of the 
Homooufion. It was on this occafion, that, 
according to Jerom, the world was furprifed to 
find itfelf Arian'*. But the bifliops of the Latin 
provinces had no fooner reached their refpcftivc 
diocefcs, than they difcovered their miftake, and 
repented of their weakncfs. The ignominious capi- 
tulation was rejefted with difdain and abhorrence; 
and the Homooufian ftandard, which had been 
ihaken but not overthrown, was more firmly 
replanted in all the churches of the Weft ^\ 
Conatift Such was the rife and progrefs, and fuch were 

of the em- xhc natural revolutions of thofe theological difc 

the AriaiS 

contro- 7J Ingerr uit totus prbis, ct Arianum fe cfT^ miratus eft. Hicronym. 

▼crfy. ady. L» cifer. torn. i. p. 14.5. 

^ 7 be ftory of the council of Rimini is very elegantly told by 
Sulr pus Severus (Hift. Sacra, 1 ii. p. 419— 430. edit. Lugd. Bat. 
J '47.), and by Jcirom, in his dialogue againft the LucifcritM-' 
The defign of the latter is to apologize for the coadudt of the Lrtin 
.btihopf > who wcft (lepeivcd> and whp repented^ 

putcs, 
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intres, which difturbed the peace of GhrifKanltjr ^^w^' 
under the reigns of Conftandne and of bis fons, v^,-v^^ 
But as thofe princes prefumad to e?ctend tbdr 
defpotifm over the faith, as well as over the lives 
and fortunes, of their fubje&s; the weight of 
their fufirage fometimes inclined the ecclefiaftical 
balance: and the prerogatives of th^ King of 
Heaven were fettled, or changed, or modified^ 
in the cabinet of an earthly monarch* 

The unhappy fpirit of difcord which pervaded indiffcr- 
the provinces of the Eaft, interrupted the triumph c^^ft^ 
of Conftantine; but the emperor continued for ^"^ 
fome time to view, with cool and careleis indif* ' * 
ference, the ch]e& of the diipute. As he was 
yet ignorant of the difficulty of appealing, the 
quarrels of theologians, he addreiTed to the con*- 
tending parties, to Alexander and to Arius, a mo- 
deratiilg epiftle"; which may be afcribed, with 
far greater reafon, to the untutored fenfe of a foL 
dier and ftatefman, than to the di^tes of any of 
his epifcopal counfellors. He attributes the origin 
of the whole coi^troverfy to a trifling and fubtle 
queftion, concerning an incomprehenfible point 
.of the law, which was fooliihly afked by the biihop^ 
and imprudently refolved by the prelbyter. He 
laments diat the ChrifUan people, who had the 
&me God, the fame religion, and the fame wor- 
ship, lliould be divided by fuch inconfiderable. 

77 Eufebius, in Vit. Conftant. 1, ii. c. 64—74. The principIeB of 
toleration and religious indiiference, contained in thit eplltle, have - 
given great offence to Baronius, Tilleroont, &c. nvho fuppoie that 
the emperor had fome evil counfellor, either Satan or £uiebius» at 
Ills elbow. $ee Jortm^s Remarks, torn. ii. p. 183. ^ 

diiUa^ons} 
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c H A^p. (Jiftindions ; and he feriduily recommends^ to the 
i_ ^-'_f clergy of Alexandria the example of the Greek 
philofophers ; who could maintain their ar)^- 
ments without lofing their temper, and a0ert AA 
freedom without violating their friendlhip. TTic 
indifference and contempt of the fovereign would 
have been, perhaps, the mod effedual method of 
iilendng the difpute : if the popular current had 
been lefs rapid and impetuous; and if Ckmftan- 
rine himfelf, in ti^e midft of fadion and fana- 
ticifrn^ could have preferved the calm pofieffion 6f 
his own mind. But his ecckiiaftical minifters 
foon contrived to feduce the impartiality -of the 
His Teal, magiftrate^ and to awaken the zeal of the profe- 
'^^^' lyte. He was provoked by the infults which had 
been offered to his ftatues ; he was alarmed by the 
real, as well as the imaginary, magnitude of the 
fpreading mifchief ; and he extinguiihed tne hope 
of peace and toleration, from the moment that he 
affembled three hundred biihops within the walk 
of the fame palace. The prefence of the monarch 
fwelled the importance of the debate ;' his atten- 
tion nmltiplied the arguments; and he expofed 
his perfon v^ith a patient intrepidity, which ani- 
mated the valour of the combatants. Notwith- 
ftslnding the^applaufe which has been beftowed on 
th^ eloquence and fagacity of Conftantine '• ; a 
Roman general, whofe religion might be ftill a 
fubjefi: of doubt, and whofe mind had not been 
enlightened either by ftudy or by infpiration, was 
indifferently qualified to difcufs, in the Greek 

1^ rufgbiu3> in Vit. Conftantln. 1. ill c. 13. 

language^ 
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langoage^ a metephyficfal qucftJon, ot an article ^5j^'' 
of faith* But the credit of his favcmiite Ofius, y^ i^ im^ 
tvho appears to have prefixed in the council of 
Nice> might difpofe the emperor in favour of the 
orthodox party} and a well-timed infmuation, 
that the fame Eufebius of Nicomedia, who now" 
protected the heretic, had lately affifted the 
tyrant^*, might exafperate him agairift their ad- 
Terfaries. The Nicene creed xvas ratified by Con- 
ftantine; and his firm declaration, that thofe wh6 
refilled the divine judgment of the fynod, muft 
prepare themfelves for an immediate exile, anni* 
hilated the ^murmurs of a feeble oppofition ; which 
from fevent^en, was almoft inflantly reduced to 
two, protefting, biihops. Eufebius of Caefarea 
yielded a reluftant and ambiguous confent to thd 
Homooufion '** ; and the wavering condufl: of the 
Nicomedian Eufebius ferved only to delay, about 
three months, his dilgrace and exile *'. The im- Hepcrfe* 
pious Arius wass baniflied into one of the remote ^^^^^^^^ 
provinces of IHyricum; his perfon and difciples 
were branded by law, with the odious name of 

'9 Thcodorct hAB preferved (l.i. c.ao.) an qnftle from Conftan* 
tine Co the people of Nicomedia» in which the monarch declares hiok^ 
felf .the public accufer of one of his fubjedts ; he ftyles Eufebius* 
T1K TvpatMKm ufAOTVT^ ffvyufMfTMf s^d cbRiplhins of his holl'ili 
behaviour during the civil war. 

^ See in Socratcfe (1. i. c. «.)» ^ rather in Theodoret (1. x. c, x«,), 
an origiukl letter of £ufebiQs of Cftiarea, in which he attempts to 
jttftffy his fubfcri Wng tiie Holnooufion. The character of Eufcbinfc 
has ajways been a problem ; but thofe who have read the fecond 
critical e^uftle of Lc Clerc (Ars Crilica, total, lii. p. 30^69.)/ninft 
entertain a very unfavourable opinion of the orthodoxy and fincefity 
of the bifhop of Casfarca. 

*' Athanafius, tonu i. p. 717. Phlloftor^ius, 1. i. c. 10. and 
podelroy Commcntaryy p« ^i. 

Porphyrians \ 
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QHAP. Porphyriansj his writingg were condemned to the 
'^' ^ flames ; and a capital punilhmcnt was denounced 
agabft thofe in whofe pofleffion they fiiould be 
found. The emperor had now imbibed the fpirit 
• of controverfy, and the angry farcaftic ftyle of his 
edifts was defigned to infpire his fubjefts with the 
hatred which he had conceived agaii]it the enemies 
ofChrifl'*. 
and the But, as if the conduA of the emperor bad been 

^y » ^^ guided by paffion inftead of principle, three years 
*w?i'^. ^^™ ^^ council of Nice were fcarcely dapfed, 
before he difcovered fome fymptoms of mercy, 
and even of indulgence, towards the profcribed 
fed, which was fecretly protefted by his favourite 
fifter. The exiles were recalled; and Eufebius, 
who gradually refumed his influence over the 
mind of Conftantine, was reftored to the epifcopal 
throne, from which he had been ignominioufly 
degraded. Anus himfelf was treated by the whole 
court with the refpeft which would have been due 
to an innocent and oppreflfed man. His fdth was 
approved by the fynod of Jerufalem ; and the 
emperor feemed impatient to repair his injuftice, 
by ifluing an abfolute command, that he fhould 
be folenmly admitted to the communion in th^ 
cathedral of Conflantinople. On the fame day, 
which had been fixed for the triumph of Arius, 
he expired; — ^and the ftrangc and horrid circum-r 
fiances of his death might excite a fufpidon, that 

*» Socrates, 1. i. c. 9. la hta circular letters, which were addrefled 
lo tiie feveral cities, Conftantine employed againft the heretics the 
gnni of ridicule and comic raillery. 

the 
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the orthodox faints had contributed more effica- ^^xi^* 
cioiifly than by their prayers, to deliver the church 
from the moft formidable of her enemies". The 
three principal leaders of the Catholics, Athana- 
fiu3 of Alexandria, Euftathius of Antioch, and 
Paul of Conftantinople, were depofed on various 
accufations, by 'the fentence of numerous councils ; 
and were afterwards baniftied into diftant pro- 
vinces by the firft of the Chriftian emperors, who, 
in the laft moments of his life, received the rites . 
of baptifra from the Arian biftiop of Nicomedia. 
The ccclefiaftical government of Conftantine can« 
not be juftified from the reproach of levity and 
weaknefs. But the credulous monarch, unfldlled 
in the ftratagems of theological warfare, might be 
deceived by the modeft and fpecious profeffions 
©f the heretics, whofe fentiments he never per- 
fe£Uy underftood ; and while he protcfted Arius, 
and pcrfecuted Athanafms, he fiill confidered the 
council of Nice as the bulwark of the ChrifUan 
faith,, and the peculiar glory of his own reign *♦• 

•5 Wc derive the original ftory from Athaoafius (torn. i. p. 67o0» 
who cxprcOcs fame reluclance to itigmatizc the memory of the dead. 
He might exaggerate ; but the perpetual commerce of Alexandria 
and Conftantinople would have rendered it dangerous to invent. 
Thofc who prcfs the literal narrative of the death of Arius (hia 
bowels fuddenly burft out in a privy) muft make their option be- 
tween poifin and miracle* 

«♦ The change in the fcntiments, or at leaft in the condufl-, of 
Conftantine, may be traced in Eufcbius (in Vit. Conftant. 1. iii. c. 43. 
1, iv. c. 41), Socrates (I. i. c. «3**?9.)> Sozomen (1. ii. c. 1^—34..), 
Thcodoret (1. i. c. 14"— 34 )> ^^^ Philoftorgius (I. ii. c. i — 17.) 
But the firft of thefe writers was too near the fcene of a'(fHon» 
and the others were too remote irom it. It is lingular enough, that 
the important talk of continuing the hiftory of the churchy ftiould 
have been left for two laymen and a heretic. 

The 
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^ m^* '^^ ^^^* ^ Conftantine muft hstve been admit-- 
%m0m/'-'m^ t^ fi'om their cbijidhood into the rank of cate- 
^rtait* chumens, but tbey imitated, in the delay of their 
TOOTS the baptifm, the example of their iiaither. Like him, 
iLD. ^y pi'efumed to pronounce their judgment on 
337— s6i. inyfteries into whicji they had never been regularly 
initiated*^: and the fate of the Trinitarian con^ 
isroverfy depended, in a great mea&ire^ on the 
^ntiments c^ Gooilantlus ; who inherited the pro- 
vinces of the Eaft, and acqviired the poffcffion of 
jhe whole empire. The Arian, prefbyter or bifhop, 
whQ had fecreted for his ufe the teftament of the 
deceafed emperor, improved the fortunate occa- 
Con which had introduced him to the familiarity 
of a prince, whofe public counfels were always 
fwaycd by his doraeftic favourites* The eunuchs 
and Qaves dtfFufed *the fpiritual poifon through 
th^ palace, and the dangerous infe&ion was com-, 
sn^nicated by the female attendants to the guards^ 
and by the cimprefs to her unfufpicious hufband *\ 
.The partiality which Conflantius always expreffed 
towards the Eufebian faction, was infenfibly forti- 
fied by the dexterous management of their leaders ; 
and his vidory over the tyrant Magnentius in- 
creafed his inclination, as well as ability, to em« 
ploy the arms of power in the caufe of Arianifm* 
While the two armies wefe eng-aged in the plains 

•5 Quia ctiam turn catechumen^is facramentum fidci merito vide^ 
^nr potuilfe nefcire* Sutp. Sever. Hi ft. 3acra9 L ii. p. 410. 

^'* Coci-ates, 1. ii. c. a. Sozomen, 1. tii.c. iS. Atisanaf. torn, u 
4>. Sx3- Ss4. He obferves, that the eunucjis are the natural enemies 
«f the Son, CompArc Dr. Jortip'a Remarks on Ecclcfiaftical Hijlory, 
iroL IT. ,p. }. with a certain genealogy in Caiujidi (cb. iv.)« which 
cods with one of the flrft companioua Qf Chriilopher Coluxnbps. 
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of Muria, and the &tc of tbe two rivals depended ^^^ p- 
<m the chance of larar, the fon of Conftantiae pajSed 
the aoxioaG moments in a church of the martyrs^ 
under the widls of the citj. : His fpiritual ^om* 
forfier, Valens, tbe Ariaa biflxop of the diocefe, 
employed the moft arifvd precautiodofi to c^toia 
fuch early intdUgence as !DQ|ight fecure either bis 
ffRTOur or. has efcape. A fecret chain of fwift and 
trnfty meiTengers informed him of the viciffitiides> 
of the battle ; and wliile the courtiers flood 
trembling round their affiighted ^mafter, Val^su 
afiured him tliat the Gallic legions ga^re vjnjf ^^^' 
infimiated with fome ptefei^ce of nund, that ihc 
glorious event had. been rcRrealed to him by an 
angels The ^atefiud cmjKror afcribed his fuccef$ 
to the merits and. interceffion of the biftiop of 
Murfa, whoie faith had defetved the public and 
mirai^ulous a{^c4>ation of iieaven ^ ^ . The Arians^ 
who confidered zs their own the viax)ry of Con-' 
ftantius, preferred his glory to that of his FaAcr *'.' 
Cyril, bifiiop of Jerufalem, immediately corapofed 
flMs defcription of a celeftial crofs, encircled »ith 
a^endid rainbow; which during the feftival of 
Fentecoft, about the third hour of the day, had 

9j ^Ipicius Severus, in Hift. Sacra, 1. ii. p. 40^, 406. 

••Cyril (apud Baron. A. D. 353. N® 26.) exprcfsly obfervc*, 
that in the rctgn of Conftftntine the croft had been found ia ihk 
bowels of the earth ; but that it had appeared in the reign of Con- 
ftaqtius* in the midft of the beavena. This oppoHtioo evidently 
proves, that Cyril was ignorant of the ftupendous miracle to which 
the coDfvrfion (^ ConOantine is attributed; and this ignorance is 
the ni0re furpriiiag, fiace it waa no more than twelve years ^fier 
bis death that Cyril was coniccratcd biiliop of Jerufalem, by the 
immediate fucceifor of Eufebius of C9(iar(:a. See ,TiUcmont> M^m. 
ficcled torn. Tiii. p. 7 fj. 

appeared^ 
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^xiaF* Appeared over the Mount of Olires^ to the cdifi- 
w ^»-— ii cation of the devotit pilgriitis, and the people of 
the holy city '^ The fize of the meteor was gra- 
dually magnified; and the Arian hiftorian has 
ventvted to affirm, that it was confpicuoils to the 
two armies in the plains of Fannoma; and that, 
the tyrant, who is purpofely reprefented as an 
idolater, fled before the aufpidbiis fiign c£ OTtho« 
doxChriftianity^^4 
cranctlf. '^^ fentiments of a judicious fbang'er, wha 
has impartiadly coniidered the progrefs of civil or 
ecclefiaftical difcord, are always entitled to oHr 
notice: and a ihort paffiige of Ammiaims, who 
(erved in the armies, and ftu(£ed die chara&er, of 
Conftantius, is pertiaps of more value than many 
. pages of theological ihveSives. ^' The ChrifUan 
" religion, which, in itfelf,'' fays that moderate 
hiftorian, ^^ is plain and fimple, be confounded 
** by the dotage of fuperftition. Inftead of re- 
" conciling the pardes by the weight of his autho* 
** rity, he cheriihed and propagated, by verbal 
*^ difputes, the differences w-hich his vain curiofity 
•* had excited. The highways were covered with 
^ troops of bifliops, galloping from every fide to 
** the aflemblics, which they call fynods ; and 
•^ while they laboured to reduce the whole {t& to 
their own particular opinions, the public eftab- 



€C 



•9 It is not cafy to determine how far the ingenuity of Cyril 
might be aififted by fome natural appearances of a folar faalo. 

»o Philoftorgim, 1. iii. c. a6. He is followed by the author of 
the Alexandrian Chronicle, by Cedrcnus, and by Niccphorus (fee 
Gothofred. DifTert. p. i8S.)* They could not refufe a misacky 
CTcn from the hand of an enemy. 

^* lifluncnt 
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*' Kflunent of tKe pofts was ilmott riiihed by their ^^J^^' 
*^ Kafty and repeated jourriics ^'/* Our more in- 
timate knowlcdgfe of the ecclefiaftical trahladions 
o^ the reign of Cbnftan^iiis, would ^urriifh an 
ampfc cdmmehtary on this remarkable paflage; 
which jiiftifies the rational appreherifiohs of Atha- 
nafius, that the rcftlefk a£Hvity of the clergy, who 
wandered rbufad the eriipire in fearch of the true 
faith, would excite the contempt and laughter of 
the unbelieving world '*. As fbon as the emjieror 
was relieved from the terrors of the civil war, he 
devoted the leifure of his wintcr-quarters at Aries, 
Milan, Sirmium, and Conftantinople, to the 
ahiufements or toils of controverfy : the fword of 
the niagiftrate, and even of the tyrant, was un- 
flieathed; to enforce the reafons of the theologian ; 
and as he oppdfed the orthodox faith of Nice, it 
is' readily confefled that his incapacity and igno- 
rance were equal to his prefuniptibn ^^ The 
eunuchs, the women, and the bifhops, who go- 
verned the vain and feeble mind of the emperor, 
had infpired him with an iiifuperable diflike to 
the Homboufion ; but his timid confcicnce was 

9« So curiou<; «i palTage well deferves to be trahfcribcd. Chri/li* 
anain rcligioncm abfoliitam ct fimpliccm, anjlt fuperftitione cott- 
fimd^ns; in qua fcruUnda pcrplexius, quam cgmponcnda gravius 
cxcitaret difcidia plurima ; qui progrefla fufins aluit concerta- 
t'lonc verborun), ut catervis antiftitum jumentis piiblicis ultro ci» 
troquc difcurrentibus, per fynoilos (quas appellant) dwm ritum c m- 
ncm ad fuam trahere conantvir (Valcfius reads iondtur) rci vchicu- 
lariae Conciderct iiervos. Ammiaims, xxi« x5. 

9» Athanaf. lorn. i. p. 870. 

'3 Socrates, l.ii. c. 35— 4.7. Soiomen; 1. it. c. la — 30. Theo- 
doret, 1, ii. c, liS— ja. l-hiloftorg. 1. iv, c. 4—12. !• v. c. x— 4» 
1. vi. c. 1—5. 

Vol* III. A a alarmed 
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CHAP, alarmed by the impiety of -Stius. The guilt of 
that atheift was aggravated by the fufpicious 
favour of the unfortunate Gallus ; and even the 
deaths of the Imperial minifters, who had been 
maffacred at Antioch, were imputed to the fug- 
geftions of that dangerous fophift. The mind 
oiF Conftantius, which could neither be mode- 
fated by reafon, nor fixed by faith, was blindly 
impelled to either fide of the dark and empty 
abyfs, by his horror of the pppofite extreme : he 
alternately embraced and 'condemned the fcnti- 
ments, he fucceflively banifhed and recalled the 
leaders, of the Arian and Scmi-Arian factions^*. 
During the feafon of public bufinefs or fefKvity, 
he employed whole days, and even nights, in 
felefting the words, and. weighing the fyllables, 
which compofed his flufkuating creeds. The 
fubjed of his meditation ftill^purfued and occupied 
his (lumbers ; the incoherent dreams of the em- 
peror were received as celeflial vifions; and he 
• accepted with complacency the lofty title of bi/hop 
of bifliops, from thofe ecclefiaflics who forgot the 
intereft of their order for the gratification of their 
pafTions. The defign of eflablifhing an uniform- 
ity of dofbrinc, which had engaged him to con- 
vene fo many fynods in Gaul, Italy, Illyricmn, 
and Afia, was repeatedly bai&ed by his own 

9^So2oineny I. iv. 0.23. Athanaf. torn. i. p. 831. Tillcmont 
(Mem. £cclef« torn. fii. p. 947.) has collc^ed fcvcral inftanccs of 
the haughty fanaticifm of Conltantius from t|se detached treaties 
of Lucifer of Cagliari. The very tiUes of thcfe treat? fes infpirc 
7ieal and terror j ** Moriendum pro Dei Filio." " De Rcgib«s 
*» Apoftattqia/* *• De non conveniendo cum Hsrctico.*' «*Dcnonf 
parcendo in Dcum delin<|uentibat.'' 

kvit)'. 



OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE; 355 

levity, by the divifions of the Ariajis, and by the ^ ^^ ^« 
i;efiftance of the catholics j and he refolved, as w-v^ 
the laft and decifive eflfdrtj itnperioUfly to; diftate 
the decr^s of a general counciL The deftruftive 
earthquake of Nicdtnedia, the difficulty of finding 
a convenient place, and perhaps fome fecret mo- 
tives of policy, produced an . alteration in the fum- 
mons. The bilhope of the Eaft vjrere . dire&ed tb 
meet at Seleucia,. in Ifauria ; while thofe of the 
Weft held their deliberations it Rimini, on the 
coaft of the Hadriatic i and inftead df two or 
three deputies from each provincfe, the whole 
epifcopal body was ordered to march. The 
Eaftem council, after confuming four days in 
fierce and unavailing debate, feparated without 
any definitive conelufioUi The council of the 
Weft was protracted till the feventh month: 
Taurus, the Prsetorian praefeft, was inftruded 
not to difmifs the prelates till they Ihould all be 
united in the fame opinion ; and his efforts were 
fupported by a power of banifhing fifteen, of the 
moft refraftory, and a promife of the confuhhip 
if he atchipved fo difficult an adventure. His A i>. 36(^4 
prayers and threats, the authority of the fovereign, 
the • fophiftry of Valens and Urfacius, the diftref^ 
bf cold and hunger, and the tedious melancholy 
of a hopelefs exile, at length extorted the reludant 
confent of the bifliops of Rimini. The deputies 
of the Eaft and of the Weft attended the emperor 
in the palace of Conftantinople, and he enjoyed 
the fatisfkftion of impofing on the world a pro- 
feffioh of faith which eftabliftied the likenej}^' with- 
out expreffihg tlie confubftantialityy of the Son of 
A a 2 God^ 
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THE lyECLlNE AND FALt 

Gbd♦^' Btit the triumph df Ariatiifm had betfft 
preceded by die reirtov^il of thfe Drthodox clfergy, 
whom it was impofGble either to intimidate or to 
corrupt 5 and the reign of Conftaiitius was dif- 
graced by the unjuft and ihefFeaual perfecudon of 
the great AdianafiUs. 

• We have feldom an opportunity of obferving, 
either in aftive or fpeculative life, what effe6: may 
be produced, or what obftaclea may be fur^ 
mounted^ by the force of a fingle lumd, when it 
h inflexibly applied to the purfuit of a fingle 
objetl. The immortal name of Athaitaflus '* wilt 
never bd fepSErat^d from the Catholic dodrine of 
the Trinity, to whofe defencfe he confecrated every 
moment and every faculty of his being, £du* 
cated in the family of Ales^ander, he had vigoroufly 
oppofed the early progrefs of the Arian herefy : he 
exercifed the important fim£Hon$ of fecfetaiy 
under the aged prelate ; and the &thers of die 
Nicene council befajeld with furprife and refped, 
the rifing virtues of the young deacon. In a time 
of public danger, the dull claims of age and of 

95 Sulp. Sever. Hift. Sacra, 1. K. p. 418—4.50. The Greek 
htftorians were very ignorant of the affairs of the Weft. 

96 We miy regret that Gtcgory Niitfiaiizen compoieil a panegy- 
ric inftcad of a life of Atbanafius ; but we Aiould enjofatid improve 
the advantage of drawing onr moft authentic materials from the 
rich fuhd of his own epiftles and apologies (torn. i. p. 670—951.). 
I Ihalt not imitate the example of Socnttes (I. i!. e. i.), vAib pub*- 
liihed the firft edition of his hiftory without giving himfelf the trou* 
ble to confult the writings of Athanafius. Yet even Socrates^ the 
m^re curious 9ozomen, and the learned '^hebdoret, connedl tfcfe 
liie of Athahafius with the feries of ecclefiaftical IMaiy, The 
dib'gence of Tiliemont (torn, viii.) and of the Benedi^ine editors^ 
Mas cDli^^td every fa6^ and exaxuined every difficulty. 

rank 
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rank arc fomedmes fuperfeded; and within five ^^xt^* 
months after his return from Nice, the deacon v^---^-**^ 
Athanailus was feated on the archiepifcopal throne 
o£ Egypt- He filled that eminept ftation above 
forty-fix years, and his loing adminiftration was A.D. 
fpent in a perpetual combat agaiAft the powers of 3*6— 57 3* 
Arianifm. Five times was Athanafius expelled 
from his throne; twenty years he paffed as an 
exile or a fugitive ; and almoft every province of 
the Roman empire was fucceiSvely witnefs to his 
merit, and his fufFerings in the caufe of the Ho- 
mooufion, which he confidered as the fole pleafure 
and bufinefs, as the duty, and as the glory, of his 
life. Amidft the ftorms of perfecution, the arch- 
bifhop of Alexandria was patient of labour, jealous 
of &me, carelefs of fafety ; and although his mind 
was tainted by the contagion of fanaticifm, Atha- 
fiafius difplayed a fuperiority of charader and 
abilities, which would have qualified him, far 
l^etter than the degenerate fons of Conftantine, 
for the government of a great monarchy. His 
leamiog was much le& profound and extenfive 
than that of Eufebius of Cxfare^, and his rude 
eloquence could not be compared with the pp- 
liilxed oratory of Gregory or Bafil ; but whenever 
the primate of Egypt was called upon to juftify 
his fentiments, or his conduft, his unpremeditated 
ftyle, either of fpeaking or writing, was clear, 
forcible, and perfuafive. He has always been 
revered in the orthodox fchool, as one of the moft 
accurate mailers of the Chriftian theology ; and 
he was fuppofed to poffefs two profane fciences, 
lefs adapted to the epifcopal charader, the know- 
A a 3 ledge 
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CHAP, ledge of jurifprudence '^, and that of divination*^. 
* Some fortunate conjeftures of future events, which 
impartial reafoners might afcribe to the experience 
and judgment of Athanafius, were attributed by 
his friends to heavenly infpiration, and imputed 
by his enemies to infernal magic. 

But as Athanafius was continually engaged with 
the prejudices and paflions of every order of men 
from the monk to the emperor, the knowledge of 
human nature was his firft and moft important 
fcience. He preferved a diflinft and unbroken 
view of a fcene which was inceflantly fliifting ; 
and never failed to improve thofe decifive mo- 
ments which are irrecoverably paft before they are 
perceived by a common eye. The archbilhop of 
Alexandria was capable of diflinguifhing how far 
he might boldly tommand, and where he muft 
dexteroufly infinuate ; how long he might contend 
with power, and when he muft withdraw from per- 
fecution ; ind while he direded the thunders of 
the church againft herefy and rebellion, he could 
affume, in the bofom of his own party, the flexible 
and indulgent temper of a prudent leader. The 
eleftion of Atlianafius has not efcaped the reproach 
of irregularity and precipitation'^'; but the pro- 
■ - " " - ^ priety- 

97 Sulpicius Sfvcnis (Hift. Sacra, 1. ii. p. 396.) calls him a law- 
yer, a jufifconfult. This ch«ira6tcr caniiot now be difcoyercd 
cither in the life oi*^ritings of Athanafius. 

9^ Dicebatur enim fatklicarum fortium fidem^ quseve augur^Ies 
portcnderent alites fcicntiflimc callens aliquoties praedixiiT:; futura. 
Ammianusy xv. 7. A prophecy, or rather a joke, is related by 
Sozomen (1. iv. c, 10. )« which evidently proves (if the crows /peak 
^u.atin) that Athanafius undcritood the language of the crows. 
' 99 The irregular ordination of Athanafius was flightly mentioned 
in the councils which were h^ld againlt him. See PhiJoftorg. 1. ii. 

C. II, 
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priety of his behaviour conciliated the afFeQ:ions chap. 
both of the clergy and of the people. The \..^-v-^ 
Alexandrians were impatient to rife in afm3 for 
the defence of an eloquent and liberal paftor. In ^ 
his diftrefs he always derived fupport, or at leafl 
confolation, from the faithful attachment of his 
parochial clergy ; and the hundred bifliops of 
Egypt adhered, with unfhaken zeal, to the caufe 
of Athanafius. In the modeft equipage, which j 
pride and policy would affedk, he frequently per- i 
formed the epifcopal vifitation of his provinces, 
from the mouth of the Nile to the conjfines of 
^Ethiopia ; familiarly converfing with the meanefl 
of the populace, and humbly faluting the faints 
and hermits of the defert *®*. Nor was it only in 
ecclefiaftical aflemblies, among men whofe edu* 
cation and manners were fimilar to his own, th^t 
Athsmafius difplayed the ^fcendancy of his genius. 
He appeared with eafy and refpeftfuj firqinefs in 
the courts of princes ; and in the various turns of 
his profperous and adverfe fortune, he never loft 
the confidence of his friends, or the efteem of bis 
enemies. 

• In his youth, the primate of Egypt refitted the ^^^'^'^ 
great Conftsgitine, who bad repeatedly, fignified againft 

^ Athana- 

fius, 
c II. and Godcfroy, p. 71 : but it can fcarcely be fuppofcd that the A. D. 330. 
afiembly oFthe biihopa ot Egypt would folemhiy atteft a / ublie falfC' 
hood* Athanaf. torn. i. p. 726. 

100 See the Hiftory of the Fathers of the Defert, publifhed by Rof*. 
iveide; and Tillempnt, Mem, Ecclef toni. vii. in the Jives of An- 
thony, Pachomius, ^c. Athanafius himfelf, who did not difdain to 
compofe the life of his fr(^nd Anthony, has carefully obferved how 
often the holy monk deplored and prophefied the mifchiefs of the 
Amp herefy. Atbaoaf. torn. ii. p. 49^* A9^$ &c. 

A a 4 his 
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CHAP* his will, that Ariu§ fliould be reftpred to the Ca- 
tholic communion "*'. The emperor relbeded, 
and might forgive, this inflexible refolution j and 
the faction who confidered Athauafius as their 
moft formidable eiiepiy, were conftrain^d to dif- 
femble their hatred, and filently to prepare aa 
jndireft and diftant afl'^ult. They fcatterea 
rumours and fufpicio^s, reprefented the arch- 
bifhop as a proud and oppreffive tyrant, and 
boldly accufed him of violating the treaty w|iich 
had been ratified in the Nicene coundl, with thp 
fchifmatic followers of Meletius''*. Atbana(iu§ 
had openly difapproved that i^n9miniou3 peac^, 
and the emperor was dilpofed tb believe, that he 
had abufed his ecclefiaftical and civil pow^, to 
perfccute thofe odious fedaries ; that he had f^cri- 
legioufly broken a chalice in one of thei;- churches 
of Maraeotis : that he had >yhy)ped or imprlfoped 
fix of their l^i/hops ; apd that Arfeniqs, a feyenfh 
bifhop of the fame party, had been murdered, or 
at leail mutilated, by the crue| hand of the pri- 

w» At firft Conftantine threatened in /peaking^ but requcfted in 
nvriiing, «• «>t"t«'C M«» bwwMi, y^a^v* 2"*, n^iw. His letters gradiuilly 
aiVu^ed a menacing tone f but while' he requirpcf that the entrance 
cjf the church fooutd be open to a//, he avoided the odious name of 
Aru3. Athanafius, like i fkilful politician, has accurately marked 
thefe diftin(5tions (torn. i. p. j%Z,), which allowed him fome fcope 
for excufc and delay. 

>o* The Meletians in Egypt, Kke the Donatifts in Africa, were 
pro<luced by an epifcopal quarrel which arofe from the perfccution. 
I have not leifiitc to piirfue the obfcure controvcrfy, which feems to 
have been mifreprefented by the partiality of Athanafius and the ig- 
norance of Epiphanius. See Mofhcim's General Hiftory of the 
Church, voL i. p. 201. 

mate. 
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in^« '•'• Thefe charges, which aiFeft^d his ho- ^ ^^ ^ 
nour and his life, were refer^-ed by Conftantine to x^-v-^^ 
his brother Dalmatius the cenfor, who refided at 
Antioch ; the fynods of Caefarea and Tyre were 
fucceffiv^y convene^ ; wd the bifhqps of the Eaft 
ly^e inftrudcd to judge the caufe of Athanafius, 
|>^fore they proceeded to confecrate the nev 
pjjurch of the Refurredion at Jerufalepi. Th^ 
piTimate might be confciou? of his innocence ; 
feut he V(2S f^ble that the fame implacable (pi- 
nt which had diftated the accufatiop, would dire^ 
^he proceeding, and pronounce the fentence. Hp 
prudeiy:ly declined the tribunal of his enemies^ 
^efpifed the fummons of the fynod of Caefarea } 
and, 2|fter a long and artful delay, fubmitted to 
the peremptory commands of the emperor, who 
^eatened to punifli his criminal difobedience iif 
he refuff d to appear in the covmcil of Tyre '°^ 
]R^or9 Athfmafius, at the head of fifty Egyptian A. D. 335. 
jpj^lates, failed from Alexandria, he had wifely fe7 
cxii^ the alliance of the Meletians ; and Arfeniuf 
hiE(vfelf, his ipiaginary vidim, and his fecret 
iri^nd, was privately concealed in his train. Th? 
fynod of Tyre was condufted by Eufebius of 
Caefarea, with more paiFion, and with lels art, 
than his learn^ig and experience might promife \ 

»®5 The treatment of the fixbilhops is fpecifie^ by Sozomen (1. ii. 
C. 7,5') i but Athanafius hinrifelf, fo copiou« on the rul>je6l of Arfe- 
nius and the chalice, leaves this grave accufation without a reply* 

<^ Athanaf. torn. i. p. 788. Socrates, 1. i. c. 28. Sozomen, L ii. 
c. 25. The emperor, in his epiltle of Convocation (Eufeb. in Vit. 
Conftant. I iv. c. 4»)> feems to prejudge fome members of the 
clergy, and it was more than probable that the fynod would apply 
thofe leproachea to Athanaiiui. 

his 
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^ xxi.^ ^^^ numerous fadion repeated the names of ho< 
micide and tyrant; and their clamours wer^ em 
couraged by the feeming patience of Athanafius ; 
>vho expefted the decifive moment to produce 
Arfenius alive and unhurt in the midft of the 
affembly. The nature of the other charges did 
not admit of fuch clear and fatisfctftory replies ; 
yet the archbifliop was able to prove, that, in the 
village, where he was accufed of breaking a con- 
fecrated chalice, neither church nor aJtar nor 
chalice could really exift. The Arians, who had 
fecretly determined the guilt and condemnation 
of their enemy, attempted, however, to difguife 
their injuftice by the imitation of judicial forms : 
the fynod appointed an epifcopal commifflon of 
fix delegates to colleQ: evidence on the fpot ; and 
this meafure, which was vigoroufly oppofed by 
the Eg)^ptian t^ifliops, opeiled new fceues of vio- 
lence and perjury '°'. After the return of the 
deputies from Alexai\dria, the majority of the 
council pronounced the final fentence of degrada- 
tion and exile againft the primate of Egypt. The 
decree^ expreffed in the fierceft language of ma- 
lice and revenge, was communicated to the em- 
peror and the Catholic , church ; and the bifliops 
immediately rcfumed a mild and devout afpeft, 
fuch as became their holy pilgrimage to th5 
Sepulchre of Chrift '"'. 

*°5 8cc, in particular, the fecond Apology of Athanafius (torn. i. 
p. 763-^808.), and his Epiftlea to the Monks (p. 80S— »66.)« 
1 hey are juftified by original and authentic documents ; but they 
would infpire more confidence, if he. apr-earcd lefs innocent, aod hiB 
enemies Icfs abfurd. 

i?6 Eufcbius in Vit, Conftantin, 1. iv. c. 4i'-^47. 

But 
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But the injuftice of thefe ecclefiaftical Judges ^5J^^" 
had not been countenanced by the fubmiffion, or ^.#1-*^-^ 
even by the prefence, of Athanafius. He re- ^*,/*"^ 
folved to make a bold and dangerous experiment, A.D.31^ 
whether the throne was inacceffible to the voice 
of truth ; and before the final fentence could be 
pronounced at Tyre, the intrepid primate threw 
himfelf into a bark which was ready to hoift fail 
for the Imperial city. The requeft of a form^ 
audience might have been oppofed or eluded; 
but Athanafius concealed his arrival, watched the 
moment of Conftantintj's return from an adjacent 
villa, and boldly encountered his angry fovereign 
as he pafled on horfeback through the principal . 
ftreet of Conftantinople. So ftrange an apparition 
excited his furprife and indignation ; and the 
guards were ordered to remove the importunate 
fuitor ; but his refentment was fubdued by invo- 
luntary refpeft ; and the haughty fpirit of the 
emperor was awed by the courage and eloquence 
of a bilhop, who implored his juftice, and 
awakened his confcience '^^ Conftantine liftened 
to the complaints of Athanafius with impartial 
and even gracious attention ; the members of the 
fynod of Tyre were fummoned to juftify thdr 
proceedings ; and the arts of the Eufebian fadion 
would have been confounded, if they had not 
aggravated the guilt of the primate by the dex- 
terous fuppofition of an unpardonable offence ; a 
criminal defign to intercept and detain the com- 

^ Athanar. torn. i. p. 804. In a church dedicated to St. Atha- 
fiafiiis, this fituation would afford a better fubjedfor a pi:^ure» than 
iboft of the ftories of miracles and martyrdoms. 

^' • 4 fleet 
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ffeet of 4.fe^w4ri?> which fiippUed the fuWift- 
epce of the i\e^ ^cfipital '°'. The emperor ws^ 
fatisfiefl that the peace of Egypt would he fecur^ 
by the ahfqnce qf a popular l^der ; but he refufed 
to fill the yapancy of the ^chiepifpop?d throne ; 
a^d the fefttencp, wjixich, ^fter ^ lon^ hefit^tio^, hp 
pronpuAppd, was that of a jealaus oftr^cifni, 
jr^cr Uifui of an ig^iojniniQus e;8ile- In the re- 
fjy^ provipcp of Qa^l, Uut in the hofpitabie 
court of Tfeyea, At|iap?ifius p.affed about twenty- 
weight months. The dej^ of the emperor ch^e^ 
)Lhc face of public flairs ; and, amidfl the gene- 
afi'^rcrtor- ;ral indulg^ce of ^ young reign, the primate wa^ 
»J»on, reflored to his country by an honourable edid of 
^he you^g^r Conftantine, who expreffed a deep 
fei^fe of the ii^ocence J^d m^it of his venerabl? 

iiisrecond . The desith of that prince expqfed Athapi\fius to 

ad'. 41. ^ ^^1^4 p?JP%HliQn ; ^nd ^e. feeble Conftantius, 

the fpverf ig;n of the JB^aft, foop became the fecrej 

jc^omplio^ of t^e pu^eht^. K^ne^y bifliojps of 

tb^^ fed 9? fadip]^ affembJLecji ^X A^tjoch, ui^der 

!«>8 Athanir. torn. 1. p. 729. Eunapius has r hted (in Vit. 
Sophift. p. 36, 37. edit. Coitii|ic4iD}aftraagecxaJaipk of tbe crucify 
^d credviUty of Ccnftantin^ o^ a fiixuUr opcaAon. T^ doqucot 
§pjpajtcr, a Syrian philofopher, enjoyed lus fiiendfliip, aivj provoked 
the rcfentment of Ablavius, his PrtEtorian prefcdl. ' Tbe corn fleet 
was detailed for \i'ant of a foiiUj wiad ; the p^^e of Copft^iQ^inople 
yrgtc dit-'ontcntcd ; and Sopater was bcbeii^(?d, on a charge that he 
hzd bound the wirids by the power of magic. Suidas adds, that 
Conftantine wiflied to prove, by this cxectition, that he had ab- 
folutely renpunced the fuperftition of the Gentiles. 

«o9 In his return he faw Conftantius twice, at Vimiriiacum and at 
jpasfarea in Cappadocia. (^tljaijiaf. ton?, i. p. 676.) Tillemont 
jfupppfes tliat Conl^Untip/e iatroduced bini to the meetingof the thrcq 
royal brothers in Paanooia* (lyietnolres J[;cdef. toi;t>. vUi p. ^.) 

the 
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the fpecious pretehce of dedicating the catheaf al. ^ ^^^ ^• 
They compofed an ambiguous creed, which 
faintly tinged iHth the colours of Semi-Arianifm, 
and t\Vent}'-five canons, which ftill regulate the 
difdplfne of the orthddbk Greeks ''°. It was de- 
cided, with fome appearahce of equity, that a 
bifhop, deprived by a fynod, fliould not refume 
his epifcopal functions, till he had been abfolvcd 
by the jildgihcilt of ah equal fynod ; the law was 
immediately applied to the cafe of Athanafius ; 
the council of Antioch pronounced, or rather 
confirmed, his degradation: a ftranger named 
Gregory, was feated on his throne; and Phila- 
grius"', the praefeft of Egypt, was inftruQed to 
fupport the new primate with the civil and military 
powers of the province. OpprefTed by the cou- 
fpiracy of the Afiatic prelates, Athanafius with- 
drew from Alexandria^ and paffed three "* years 
as an exile and a fuppliant on the holy thrcfhold 

"® Sec Bcvcridgc Pandedl. torn. i. p. 419 — 45a. and torn. ii. 
Annotation, p. iS». Tillemont, Mem. Ecdef. torn. vi. p. 310— • 
3*4. St. Hilary of Poitiers has mentioned this fynod of Antioch 
with too mnch favour and refpccSl. He reckons ninety-fevehbiftiops. 

*»» This magiftrate, fo odious to Athanafius, is praifed by Gre- 
gOty Naztanzcn, torn. i. Orat. xxi. p. 390, 391. 

Sacpe premente Deo fert Deus alter opem. 
For the credit of human nature, I am always pleafed to difcover 
fome good qualities in thofe men whom party has reprcfented as ' 
tyrants and mongers. 

««* The chronological difficulties which perplex the refidence of^ 
Athanafius at Nome, are Urenuoufly agitated by Valelius (Obfervat* 
ad Calcem, torn. ii. Hi ft. Ecclcf. 1. i. c. i— 5.) and lillemont 
(Mem. Ecclef. tom. viii, p. 674, &c.)- 1 have followed the (imple 
hypothefis of Valefius, who allows only one journey, after the in-' 
trufion of Gregory. 

of 
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C HA P. of the Vatican "^ By the affiduous ftudy of the 
\^^.^^ Larin language^ he foon qualified himfelf to ne- 
gotiate with the weftem clergy ; his decent flattery 
fwayed and direded the haughty Julius : the Ro- 
man pontiff was perfuaded to confider his appeal 
as the peculiar intereft of the Apoftolic fee ; and 
his innocence was unanimoufly declared in a coun- 
cil of fifty bifhops of Italy- At the end of three 
years, the primate was fummoned to the court of 
Milan by the emperor Conftans^ who, in the in- 
dulgence of unlawful pleafures, ftill profeffed a 
lively regard for the orthodox faiths The caufe 
of truth and juftice was promoted by the influence 
of gold "*, and the minifters of Confl;ans advifed 
their fovereign to require the convocation of an 
ccclefiaflical aflembly, which ujight act as the 
A.D.J46. reprefentatives of the Catholic church. Ninety- 
four bifliops of the Wefl:, feventy-fix bifliops of 
the Eaft, encountered each other at Sardica, on 
the verge of the two empires, but in the domi-^ 

»»J I cannot forbear tranfcriblng a judicious obfervation of Wet- 
itcin(Prolcgomen. N.T. p. 19.): Si tamen Hiftorlam iicclefiallicam 
velimus confulcre patebit jam indc a fcculo quarto, cam, ortis con- 
troverfiis, tcclefiaj Graecix dodlores in duas partes fcinderentur, 
ingcnio, eloquentia, numero, tantum non aeiqualcs, eana partem 
qux vincere cupieb.it Romam confugilTe, majeftatemque pontificis 
comitcr coluifll-, coqiie pafto oppfcflis per pontiftccm ct epifcopos 
Latibos advcrfariia pnevaluiffe, atque orthodbxiam in confiliis fta- 
biliviile. ^Eam ob caufam Athaftafius, non fine comitata, Romam 
l^etiit, plurefque annos ibi hssiit. 

«»4 Philoftorgius, 1. iii. c. li. It any corruption was ufed to 
promote the intereft of religion, an advocate of Athanafms might 
j^ftify or excufe this qncftionaWe condud, by the example of Cato 
and Sidney ; the former of whom h/ai:i to have given, and the lat- 
ter lo have received, a bribe, in tlie caufe of Kbcrty. 

nions 
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tuons of the proteaor of Athanafius. Their de- ^ ^^ P* 
bates foon degenerated into hoftile altercations ; <-*i^v^ 
the Afiatics, apprehenfive for their perfonal fafety, 
retired to Philippopolis in Thrace ; and the rival 
fynods reciprocally hurled their fpiritual thunders 
againft their enemies, whom they pioufly con- 
demned as the enemies of the true God. Their 
decrees were publiflied and ratified in their refpec- 
tive provinces ; and Athanafius, who in the Weft 
was revered as a faint^ was expofed as a. criminal * 

to the abhorrence of the Eaft"^ The council 
of Sardica reveals the firft fymptoms of difcord 
and fchifm between the Greek and Latin churches, 
which were feparated by the accidental difference 
of faith, and the permanent diftindion of lan- 
guage. * 

During his fecond exile in the weft, Athanafius and rdto- 
was frequently admitted to the Imperial prefence ; ^'d*' 
at Capua, Lodi, Milan, Verona, Padua, Aqui- 
leia, and Treves. The bifliop of the diocefe 
ufually aflifted at thefe interviews ; the mafter of* 
the offices ftood before the veil or curtain of the 
facred apartment ; and the uniform moderation 
of the primate might be attefted by thefe refpeO:- 
able witneffes, to whofe evidence he folemnly 
appeals'**. Prudence would undoubtedly fuggeft 

115 The CanoDy which allows appeals to the Roman pontiffs, lias 
al moft raifed the council of Sardica to the dignity of a general coun- 
cil 5 and its a<5ls have been ignoi antly or artfully confounded with 
tbofe of the Nicene fynod. Sec Tillcmont, torn. viii. p. 689. and 
Geddes*8 Tradb, vol. ii. p. 419—460. 

11^ Aa Athanafius difperied fecrct inTeiKives againft Conftantias 
(fee the Epiftle to the Monks), at the fame time that he afiured bim 
of his profound refpe^, we might diftruft the profeOions of the 
archbiihop. Tom.i. p.677. 

the 
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c tt A p. tRe mild and fefpeftful tone that becaihe a fub-^ 
je£t and a bifliojp. In tfeefe fainiliar conferences 
vnth the fovereign of the Weft, Athahiliiis might 
lament the error of Conftantius ; biit he boldly 
airaigned the guilt of his euhiichs and his Ariah 
prelates ; deployed the dlftrefe and dariger of the 
Catholic church ; arid excited Coiiilahs to eiiiulatc 
thfe zeal and glory of his father. The emperor 
declared his refolutiori of employing the troops 
atid treaTures of Europe iii the orthodox caufe ; 
ahd fignified, by a coricife and pereniptory epiftlc 
to his brother Conftaridus, that Unlefs he con- 
fented to the iriiriiediate reftoration of AtHanafius, 
he himfelf, with a fleet and army, would feat the 
archbifliop on the throne of Alexandria "^ But 
this religious war, fo horrible to nature, was pre- 
vented by the timely compliance of Conftaritius ; , 
and the eihperor of the Eaft condefcended to 
(blicit a reconciliation with a fubje^ whom ht had 
injured. AthaiiafiUs waited with decent pride, 
till he had received three fucceflive epiftles fiiU oi 
the ftrohgeft aflurahces of the proteftion, the 
favour, and the efteeni of his fovereign ; who in- 
vited hiiii to refume his epifcopal feat, arid who 
ad^ed the humiliating precaution of»engag^g his 
principal minifters to atteft the fincerity of his in- 
tentions. They were manifefted in a ftili more 
public manner, by the ftrift orders which y^dre 
difpatched into Egypt to recall the adherents of 

*i7 Notwithftandlbg th£ difcteeC fifence of Atlimfiut, ^nd tfie 
mantfcft forgtry of a letter infcrted bjr Socrates, th^fe menaCeJ irt 
I*oved by the unqueftionable evtdcflcc of Lucifet- of CSii;liiri, tnd 
even of CoAftintjus hiufeif. See TilleifeoTtt^^tom. tiH. p: 699. 

Athanafius, 
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Athanafius^ to reftore their privileges, to pro- ^^^ ^* 
claim their innocence, and to eraze from the 
public regiflers the illegal proceedings which had 
been obtained during the prevalence of the Eufe- 
l»an faction. After every fatisfaSioh and fecurity 
had been given, which juftice or even delicacy 
could require, the primate proceeded^ by flow 
joumies, through the provinces of Thrace, Afia^ 
and Syria i and his progrefs was marked by thi 
abjeS; hotnage of the Oriental bifhops, who ex* 
cited his contempt without deceiving his penetra* 
tion ■'*. At Antioch he faw the emptor Con- 
(tantius; fuftained^ with modeft firmnefs, the 
embraces and proteftations of his mailer, and 
ehided the propofal of allowing the Arians a 
fingle church at Alexandria, by claiming, in the . 
other cities of the empire, a fimilar toleration for 
his own party j a reply which might have appeared 
juil and moderate in the mouth of an independent 
prince. The entrance of the archbiihop into his 
capital was a triumphal proceflion ; abfence and* 
perfecution had endeared him to the Alexandrians j 
his authority, which he exercifed with rigour, was 
more firmly eftabliihed ; and hit fame was diffufed 
6-om u£thiopia to Britain, over the whole extent 
of the Chriftian world"'. 

tiut 

<tt I hare alwftys entertained fome doubts concerning the retrace 
t)ktion of Urfacius and Valen« (Athanaf. tarn. i. p. 776.)' Thcif * 
epiftles to Julius bifliop of Kome> and to Athanafius bimfelf, axe of 
ib'dlfFerenta caft firom each other, that they cannot both be genuine* 
The one fpeaka the language of criminals who confefe their guilt and 
infiiiny j the Other of eneniies» Who &||icit on tqual terms an ho- 
ii0i]rabl& reooilciUation, 

Of The drcumilances of his fecond return maybe coUe^ed froiai 
Athanafiof :him(clf, topi.i. p. 7:^attd9as« I43. Socrates, l.ii* 

voi^m. .. lib ctt. 
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CHAP. But the fubjeft who has reduced his prince tft 

'u,-^-'w ^hc neceiSity of diffembling, can never exped a 
Refcnt- fmccre and faftmg forgivenefs; and the tragic 
Conftan- fate df Conftans foon de^iived AthanafioB of a 
a"d. 351. powerful and generous proteaor. The civil towut 
between the affaflm and the only furviving bro- 
ther of Conftans, which afflifted the emphe above 
three years, fecured an interval of repofe to the 
Catholic church ; and the two contending parties 
w*!re defirous to conciliate the friendfirip of a 
bifhop, who, by the weight of his perfonftl autho- 
rity, might determine the fluftuating refolutions 
of an important province. He gave audience to 
the ambaffadbrs of the tyrant, with whom he wrs 
afterwards accufed of holding a liecret correfpond- 
ence "** j and the emperor Conftantius repeatedly 
aflfured his deareft father, the moft reverend Atha- 
nafius, that, notwithftanding the malicious ru- 
mours which were circulated by their common 
enemies, he had inherited the fenthneiits, as well 
as the throne, of his deceafed brother"'* Gra- 
titude and humanity would have difpofed the pri- 
mate of Egypt to deplore the untimely fete of 
Conftans, and to aUK)r the guilt of Magnentius ; 
but as he clearly underftood that the apprehen- 
fions of Conftantius were his only fafeguard, the 

c. xS. Sozomen, l.iii. c. 19* Theodoret^ Liu o. ir» xi. Phi- 

Ioftorgiii«, 1. ni. c IS. 

tM Atban&fius (torn, i, p. 677, 67S,) defends his innocence by 
pathetic complaints, foleinn afiertioBS, and fpectous arguments. He 
admits that letters had been forged in his name, but he requefts that 
his own fecretartes, and thofe of the tyrant, may be examined, 
tvhether thofe letters had been written by the foimer or received by 
the latter, 

»«> Athanaf. torn. i. p. t%S'^4A^ 

•l«r?our 



ifervour of his prayers for the fucccfs of the righte- ^ ^ A ?• 
ous caufe might perhaps be fomdwhat 2A)atcd, 
The ruin of Athanafius waS tto longer contrived 
by the obfcure malice of a few bigoted or angry 
bifhops, who atJufed the authority of a credulousi 
monarch. The monarch himfelf avowed the re- 
fohition, which he had fo long fuppreffed, of 
avenging his private injuries "* j and the firft win- 
ter after -his viftory, which he paffed at Aries, was 
employed againft an enemy more odious to liim 
than the vanquiflied tyrant of GauL 

If the emperor had capricioufly decreed th6 Council? 
death of the mofl eminent and virtuous citizen of andMiSn^ 
the republic, the cruel ordef would have been ^- ^* 
executed without hefitation, by the minifters of 
open violence or of fpedoils injUftice* The cau- 
tion, the delay, the difficulty with which he pro- 
ceeded in the condemnation and punifhment of a 
popular bifliop, difcovered to the world that the 
privileges of the church had already revived a 
fenfe of order and freedom in the Roman govern- 
ment. The fentence which was pronounced in 
the fynod of Tyre, and fubfcribed by a large 
majority of the eaftem bifhops, had never been 
exprefsly repealed ; and as Athanafius had been 
once degraded from his epifcopal dignity by the 
judgment of his brethren, every fubfequent ad 
might be confidered as irregular, and even cri- 
minal. But the memory of the firm and effedtual 
fupport which the primate of Egypt had derived 

"» Athaitnf. torn. i. p. 86i. Thcodoret, l.ii. c. i6. The 
emperor declared, that he was rooredcfirotis to fubdite Athanafius, 
than be had been to vanquiAi Magnentiu^ or Sylvanus. 

B b a froxi^ 
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CHAP, from the attachment of the weftem church, en- 

XXI. • 

gaged Conftantius to fufpend the execution of the 
fentence, till he had obtained the concurrence of 
the Latin bifliops. Two years were confiuned in 
ecclefiaftical negociations ; and the important 
caufe between the emperor and one of his fubjedls 
was folemnly debated, firft in the fynod of Ailes^ 
and afterwards in the great council of Milan "', 
which confifted of above three hundred bifhops. 
Their integrity was gradually undermined by the 
arguments of the Arians, the dexterity of the 
eunuchs, and the preffing folicitations of a prince, 
who gratified his revenge at the expencp of his 
dignity ; and expofed his own paffiohs, whilft he 
influenced thofe of the clergy. Corruption, the 
rnoft infallible fymptom of conftitutional liberty, 
was fuccefsfully prafkifed: honours, gifts, and 
immunities, were offered and accepted as the price 
of an epifcopal vote'*^ ; and the condemnation of 
the Alexandrian primate was artfully reprefented, 
as the only meafure which could reftore the peace 
and union of the Catholic church. The friends 
of Athanafius were not, however, wanting to their 

«»5 The affatrs of the council of Milan are fo impcrfcdly and 
Qrron<ouny related by the Greek writers, that wemuft rejoice in the 
fupply of ibm^ letters of Eofebius, cxtradted by Baronitt8» from the 
archives of the church of Vercellx, and of an old life of Dionyfiu9 
OfMilafli pubU(hed by fiollandus. See Baronius, A. D. ^55. and 
'iillemonty tom.vii. p. 1415. 

«»+ The honours, prefents, feafls, which fednced fo many bifliops, 
are mentioned with indignation by thofe who are too pufe or too 
proud to accept them.. ** We combat (ikys Hilary of Prntiera) 
'* againft Conftantius the antichrift ; who ftrokes the belly inftead of 
** fcourging the back ;'' qui non dorfa csedit^ fed vcBtrem palpat. 
iiila..us contra Conftant. c« 5. p. ia4o« 

4 leader^ 
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leader, or to their caufe. With a manly fpirit, CHAP, 
which the fandity of their charadker rendered lefs 
dangerous, they maintained, in public debate, 
and in private conference with the emperor, the 
eternal obligation of religion and juftice. " They 
declared, that neither the hope of his favour, nor 
the fear of his difpleafure, Ihould prevail on them 
to join in the condemnation of an abfent, an inno- 
cent, a refpedable brother "^ They affirmed, 
with appan&nt reafon, that the illegal and obfolete 
decrees of the cduncil of Tyre had long (ince been 
tacitly abolilhed by the Imperial edids, the ho- 
nourable re-eftablifhment of the archbifhpp of 
Alexandria, and the filence or recantation of his 
moft clamorous adverfaries. They alleged, that 
his innocence had been atteited by the unanimous 
bifliops of Egypt, and had been acknowledged in 
the councils of. Rome and Sardica"*, by the im- 
partial judgment of the Latin church. They 
4q>lored the hard condition of Athanaiius, who, 
aftpr enjoying fo many years his feat, his reputa* 
t^)n, and the feeming confidence of his foverdgn, 
was again called up6n to confute the moil ground- 

1^5 Something of this oppoHtion is mentioned by Amniianui 
(XV, 7.), who had a very dark and fuperficial knowledge of eccle- 
fiaftka) hif^ory. Liberius . . . perfevefanter renitebatur, nee vlfum 
hominem, see a^iditum damnare nefas ulttmum facpe exdamans ; 
Aperte fcilicet recalcitrans Iirperatorii arbitrio. Id enim ille Atha«> 
nafio femper infel^us, &c. 

•** More properly by the orthodox part of the council of Sardica. 
If the bifliops of bofh parties hadfairly voted, the divi Hon would have 
bcco 94 to 76, M, de Tillemont (fee torn. viii. p. 1147— 1158.) is 
jilMy 'furpriied that fo final! a majority ihould have proceeded fo 
vigoroufly againil their adverfaries^ the ^riocipal of whom they im» 
mediately (Icpofed; 

5 b 3 le& 
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^ x^ ^* ^^ ^^ extfavagdlit accii&tiene* Tiiar language 
v^^^^y-^ was fpecious ; their coaduS: wat honourable ; bv^ 
in this loHg and obfUnat^ conteft, which fi^ed the 
leyes of the whole empire on a fingk bi&op, tbr 
ecclefiaflicat fetdions were pirepared tx> ia^rxBce 
truth and juftice^ \o the more interefting abjeft 
of defending, or remdving, the iiMxepid ch^npiim 
of the Nicene faith. The Ariana ftill ih^ii^t it 
prudent to difguifi^ in aml^uous tangwgc, thfttr 
real fehdments and defigns.: b^ the ovthodcai; 
bilhops, armed with the favour of the people, is4 
the decrees of a general council, infiited Ofi everjr 
occafion, and particularly at Milan, that thor ad- 
verfaries fhould purge themfelves from the fufpiciofi 
of hercfy, before they prefumed to arraign the a»- 
dudt of the great Athan2^u$ "% 
Condemn- But the Yoiceof reafon (if realbn wa3 indeod oa 
Athana. *^^ ^^^^ ^f Athanafius) wa3 filenced by the da* 
^^^ mours of a faftious or venal majority j and tbe 

councils of Aries and Milan were not difibUed, 
tiU the archbtfliop of Alexandria had been fo^ 
lemnly condemned and depofed by the judgment 
of the Weftern, as well as of th«e Eaftem, church. 
The bifhops who had oppofed, were required to 
fiibfcribe, the fentence j and to unite in religious 
communion with the fxi^ded leaders of the ad- 
verfe party. A formulary of confent was tranf- 
hiitted by the meflCengers of ftate to the abfent 
bifhops: and all thofe who refufed to fubmit 
their private opinion to the public and infpired 
ivifdom of the councils of Aries and Milan, were 

?»7 Sulp. Severus in Hift. Sacra, Kii. p. 41a. . 

5 immediately 
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immediately bamfbed by the empemr, who affe&«* C H a p. 
«d to execute the decrees of tlie Catholic church. 
Among diofe prelates who led the honourable 
band of confers and exiles, Liberius of Rome, 
Ofius of Cordo^va, Paulanus of Treves, Diony- 
fius of Milan, £u&bius of Vercelkc, Lucifer of 
Ca^iari, and Hilary of Poitiers, may deferve to 
be partkuhrly diitinguifhed. The eminent ftation 
of Liberius, who governed the capital of the em^ 
pre; die peribnal merit and k>ng experience of 
the venerable Ofius, who was revered as the fa-^ 
vourite of the great Conflantine, and the father of 
ihe Nicene faith ; placed thofe prelates at the 
head of the Latin church: and their example^ 
either of fubmiilion or refinance, would probably 
be imitated by the epifcopal crowd. But the re- 
{seated attempts of the emperor, to feduce or to 
intimidate thus bifliops of Rome and Cordova, 
were for fome time ineffeftual. The Spaniard 
declared himfelf ready to fu£Fer under Conflan* 
tius, as he had fuffered threefcore years before 
tmder his grandfather Maximian. The Roman, 
In the prefence of his fovereign, afiferted the in- 
nocence of Athanafius, and-. his own freedom. 
When he was banifhed to Beraea in Thrace, he 
fent back a large fum which had been offered for 
the accommodation of his journey ; and infulted 
the court of Milan by the haughty remark, that 
the emperor and his eunuchs might want that gold 
to pay their foldiers and their biihops "^ The 

»*« Thcflxile of Liberius is mentioned by Ammianus, xv. 7. S^ 
Thcodorct, 1 ii. c. 16. Athanaf. torn. i. p. 834—837- Hiiaif. 
fragment, i. 

B b 4 refoluticn 
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cWAP. rdblution of Liberius and Qfius was at length 
^^.^^v^ fubdued by the hardfliips of exile and confine* 
ment. The Roman pontiff purchaied his return 
by fome criminal compliances ; and afterwards ex* 
piated his guilt by a feafonable rq)eiuance* Per- 
fuafion and violence were employed to extort the 
reluftant fignature of the decrepid bifliop of Cor- 
dova, whofe ftrength was broken, and whofe 
faculties were perhaps impaired, by the weight of 
an hundred years; and the infolent triumph of 
the Arians provoked fome of the orthodox party 
to treat with inhuman feverity t|ic charaSier or 
rather the memory, of an unfortunate old man, 
to whofe former fenrices Chriftianity itfelf was fo. 
deeply indebted "^ 
Kxjks. The fall of Liberius and Ofius refleded a 

brighter luilre on the finnnefs of thofe bifliops 
who ftill adhered, with unihaken fidelity, to the 
caufe of Athanaiius and religious truth. The 
ingenious malice of their enetnies had de{»ived 
them of the benefit of mutual comfort and ad- 
vice, feparated thofe illuflrious exiles into diftant 
provinces, and carefully feleded the* moft inho^ 
fpitable fpots of a great empire '^°. Yrt they 

foon 

»»9 The life of Ofius is collefted by TUlemont (torn. vii. p. si^ry 
561), who in the mofl extravagant terms firft admires, and then 
rt probates, the bilhop of Cordova. In the midft of their lamenta* 
tions on his fall, the prudence of AthanaQus may be difiiiiguifhed 
from the blind and intemperate zeal of flilary. 

»3«> The confeflbrs of tbc Weft Were fucceflivcly baniflied to the 
deferts of Arabia or Thcbais, the lonely places of Mount Taurus^ 
thr wildeft parts of Phrygia, which were in the pofTeflion of the im- 
piooB Mon^nift^, Sec. When the heretic J£tius was too favourably, 
cntcrtnned.at Mopfneftia in Cilicia, the place of his (r^^ile waa 
*' changed 



OP TH£ ROMAN EMPIRE. 377 

fcon experienced that the deferts of Libya, and ^j?J^^* 
the moll barbarous trafts of Cappadocia, were 
lefs inhofpitable, than the refidence of thofe cities 
in which an Ajian bifhop could fatiate, without 
reftraint, the exquifite rancour of theological 
hatred'^'. Their confolation was derived from 
the confdoufnefs of reftitude and independence^ 
from the applaufe, th6 vifits, the letters, and the 
Kberal alms of thdr adherents '^* j and from the 
&tisfa3ion which they foon enjoyed of obferving 
the inteitine diviiions of the adverfaries of the 
Nicene faith: Such was the nice and capricious 
tafte of the emperor Cotiftantias, and fo eafily 
was he o£Fended by the flighteft deviation from 
hisr imaginary ftandard of Chriftian truth ; that 
he perfecuted, with equal zeal, thofe who defended 
the confub/iantialiiyj thofe who afferted th^Jimilar 
JiAftance^ and thofe who denied the Ukenefs^ of the 
Son of ^od. Three bilhops, degraded and banifli- 
ed for thofe adverfe opinions, might poflibly meet 
m the fame place of exile ; and, According to the 
difference of their temper, might either pity or 
iafolt the blind enthufiafm of their antagonifts,' 
wfaofe prefent fufferings would never be compenfated 
by future haiq>inefs. 

changed, by the advice of Acacius, to Amblada, a diftridt tnha-^ 
. bitcd by ravages, and infefted by war and peftilence. Philoftorg« 
1. ▼. c. %. 

M« Stc the cruel treatment and ftrange obftinacy of Eufebius, in . 
his oyrn letters, publiihed by Baronius, A.D. 356. N091— loa. 

u» Caeterum exules fatis conitat, totius orbis ftudiis celebratos 
pecuniafqae eis in fumptum affatim congeftas legatlonibus quoque % 
eos plebis C^tholica: ex omnibus fere provinciisfrcquentatos. * Sulp» • 
Sever. Hift. Sacra, p.4M. Athanaf. torn. i. p.Sjd, Z^ .^ i' 

The 
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K^^^^^^r^ of the Weft were defigned as fo many prepamtcny 
ihird ex fteps to the ruin of Athanafius himfelf' ". Sx 
Athana- and twenty months had elapfed, dvuring ^whicfa 
Akx^an™ *^ Imperial court fecretly laboured, by the moft 
<iria^ ^ infidious arts, to remove him from Alexandria, 
and to withdraw the allowance which fuppikd his 
popular liberality. But when the primate of 
Egypt, deferted and profcrihed by the Latin 
church, was left deftitute of any foreign fupport, 
Conftantius difpatched two of his fecretaries with 
21 verbal commifEbn to. announce and execute the 
order of his banilhment. As the juiUce of the 
fentence was publicly avowed by the whole party, 
the only motive which could reftrain Conftantiot 
from giving his mefTengers the fan£lion of a mik^ 
ten mandate, muft be imputed to hia doubt of the 
event ; and to a fenfe of the danger to which he 
might expofe the fecood city, and the moft far-* 
tile province of the empire, if the people fluMU 
perfift in the refolution of defendsng, by force of 
arms, the innocence of dieir fpiritual blhar^ 
Such extreme caution afforded Athanafius a fpe 
cious pretence rt^^iUly to diipuite the truth oi 
an order, which he could not reconcile^ cither 
with the equity, or with the former declarations, 

ijj Ample materials for the hiftory of this third perfecution of 
Athanafius may be found in his own works. Sec particularly his 
tery able apology to Conftantius (torn i. p. 673.), his firft Apology 
tor his flight (p. 701. )> hia prolix epiftic to theSoHtarics (p.SoS ), 
and the oii^nal Protcft of ihe People of Alejtandria againft the vio- 
lences committed by Syiianns (p. $6^.). ^ozom^^n (l.iv. c.9.) 
hns thrown into the narrative two or three luminous and important 
prc.imil«inces« 

of 
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^f hit gracbtts woeAer. The civil powers of ^ xxiT 
Egypt fowd thesiTelves inadequate to the taik of 
yerfuadiag or compelling the primate to abdicate 
fai$ q»fcopal throae; and they were obliged to 
^oondude a treaty with the popular leaders of 
Alexandria^ by which it was flipulatcd, that all 
]p3x>ceedings suad hoftilides (hould be fufpended 
£111 ihe emperor's pleafure had been more dillinflly 
;;t£ccataiaed. By this feeming moderation, the 
Calholies were deceived into a falfe' and fatal 
lecurity; whil? the legions of the Upper Egypt, 
and c^ Libya^ advanced, by fecret orders aiid 
hafty nyapches, to befiege, or rather to furprife, a 
cs^kal, hsihituated to fedition, and inflamed by 
reUgioas zeal '*% The pofition of Alexandria, 
between the k^ and the lake Mareotis, facilitated 
tjxt approach sjmd landing of the troops; who 
were introduced into the heart of the city, before 
any eSe&ual meafures eould be taken, either to 
Hxat the gates, or to occupy the important pofU 
pf defence. At the hour of midn^ht, twenty- 
jtfarite days after the fignatjure of the treaty, Syri- 
jmu d^ke of £gypt, at the head of five thoufand 
ibldfers, arme4 and prepared for an aflautt, unex- 
pededly invefted the church of St. Theonas, 
where ^e ar^hbifliop, with a party of his cl^gy and 
people, performed their nocturnal devotions. The 
4oor$ of tha facred edifice yielded to tihe impetus 

>H Athanalius faad lately fcnt £nr Antony^ and fomeof his cho£:ii 
Monks. They defcendtd from their mouitain, announced to the 
AYeicandrfan« the fanjif^tty of Athanafius, and were honourably con< 
<iudcd by th€ archbifhop as far as the gates of the city. Athanaf. 
toqd. it. p. 4^1^ 49a. See UJ^evi& Ru^niiSy iii. i44* in Vit. Patr. 

phtj 
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Q ^ A P- ofity of the attack, which was accompanied vnth 
every horrid circumftance of tumult and blood- 
fhed; but, as the bodies of the flain, and the 
fragments of military weapons, remained the next 
day an unexceptionable evidence in the pofleffion 
of the Catholics, the entcrprife of Syrianus may 
be confidered as a fuccefsful irruption, rather than 
as an abfolute conqueft. The other churches of 
the city were profaned by fimilar outrages) and, 
during at leaft four months, Alexandria was cx- 
pofed to the infults of a licentious army, ftimu- 
kited by the ecclefiaftics of an hoftile faftion* 
Many of the faithful were killed ; who may de- 
fcrve the name of martyrs, if their deaths were 
neither provoked nor revenged ; bifliops and 
prelbyters were treated with cruel ignominy; con-" 
fecrated virgins were ftripped naked, fcourged, 
and violated; the houfes of wealthy citizens 
were plundered ; and, under the malk of reli- 
gious ^eal, lull, avarice, and private refentment, 
were gratified with impunity, and even with ap- 
plaufe^ The Pagans of Alexandria, who. ftiil 
formed a numerous and difcontented party, were 
eafily perfuaded to defert a bifhop whom they 
feared and eileemed* The hopes of feme peculiar 
favours, and the apprehenfion of bek^ involved 
in the general penalties of rebellion, engaged 
them to promife their f^pport to the deftioed fuc-^^ 
ceiTor of Athanafius, the ikmous George of Cap- 
padocia. The ufurper, after receiving the con- 
fecration of an Arian fynod, was placed on the 
epifcopal throne by the arms of Sebaftian, who 
lad been appomted Count of Egypt for the exe- 
cution 
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cQtion of that important defign. In the ufe, a| chap. 
well as in the acquifition, of power, the tyrant ^^^^^^^ 
George difregarded the laws of religion, of juf- 
tice, and of humanity ; and the fame fcenes of 
violence and fcandal which had been exhibited in 
the capital, were repeated in more than ninety 
epifcopal cities of Egypt, Encouraged by fuc» 
cefs, Conftantius ventured to approve the condud 
of his minifters. By a public and paflionate 
epiftle, the emperor congratulates the deliverance 
of Alexandria from a popular tyrant, who deluded 
his blind votaries by the magic of his eloquence ; 
expatiates on the virtues and piety of the moft 
reverend George, the elefted bifliop ; and afpires, 
as the patron and benefador of the city, to fur- 
,pafs the fame of Alexander himfelf. But he 
folemnly declares his unalterable refolution to 
purfue with fire and fword the feditious adherents 
of the wicked Athanafius, who, by flying froii 
juftice, has confefTed his guilt, and efcaped the 
ignominious death which he had fo often de- • 
ferved '«. 

Athanafius had indeed efcaped from the moft Hisbeha- 
imminent dangers ; and the adventures of that ^^^^' 
extraordinary man deferve and fix our attention. 
On the memorable night when the church of St. 
Theonas was inverted by the troops of Syrianus, 
the archbifliop, feated on his throne, expedled, 
with calm and intrepid dignity, the approach of 
death. While the public devotion was inter* 

t« AHianaf. torn. i. p. 694^ The emperor, or his A Han fecre* 
taries, whiltr they cxprcfs^thcTr rcfertmcnt, b.tray their fears and 
«ftcem of Athattafius, 

nipted 
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wC HA P. rupted by fliouts of rage and cries of" terror, he 
animated his trembling congnegation to expreTs 
their religious confidence, by chanting one of the 
pfalms of David, which celebrates the triumph of 
the God of Ifrael over the haughty and impious 
t)Tant of Egypt. The doors were at length burft 
open ; a cloud of arrows was difdiarged among 
the ipeofle ; the foldiers, widi drawn fwords, 
riifhed forwards into the fanduary ; and the dread* 
ful gleam of their armour was reflefted by the 
holy luminaries which burnt round the altar'**. 
Athanafius ftill rcje£ted the pious importunity of 
the Monks and Prefbyters, who were attached to 
his perfon 5 and nobly refufed to defert his epif- 
copal ftation, till he had difmiffed in fafety the 
laft of the congregation. The darknefs . and tu- 
tnult of the night favoured the retreat of the 
lirchbiflic^ ; and though he was oppreffed by the 
mLves of an agitated multitude, though he was 
thrown to the ground, and left without fenfe or 
motion, he ftill recovered his undaunted courage ; 
and eluded the eager fearch of the foldiers, who 
were inftru^d by their Arian guides, that the 
head of Athanaikis would be the moft acceptable 
prefettt to the tjmpcror. From thjat momeat the 
primate of Egypt dil&ppeared from the eyes of 'his 
enemies, and remained above fix years concealed 
in impenetrable obfcurity "^ 

The 

«J* Thcfe winirtc drcumftances trc carions, asth^y arc literally 
tranfcribed from the proteft* which was publicly prefented three 
daya afterwards by the Catholics of Alexandria. See A^tbaaaiL 
lorn* i. p. S67. 

■)7 The Janfenifts have often compared Athanafius and Arnauld, 
md have expadated with pleafitre on the faith and ztHk, the merit and 

exile. 
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• The dfifpQtk pcfwtr of his implacable efaemy ^^SA^- 
filled the whole extent of the Roman world ; and 
the exafperated monarch had endeavoured, by a 
very prdSng epiftle to the Chriftian princes of 
jffithiopSa, to exclude Athansrfius from the mod 
remote and fequeftered regions of the earth* 
Counts, praefeds, tribunes, whole armies, were 
fucceffively employed to purfue a bifhop and a 
fiigifive ; the vigilance of the civil and military 
powers were excited by the Imperial edids ; liberal 
rewards were promifed to ^ the man who fhould 
produce Athanafms, either alive or dead ; and the 
tnoft fevere penalties were denounced againft 
thofe who (hould dare to proted the public 
enemy "•• But the deferts of Thebais were now 
peopled by a race of wild, yet fubmiffive fanatics, 
who preferred the commands of their abbot to the 
lawB of their fovereign. The numerous difciplea 
©f Antony and Pachomius received the fugitive 
primate as their father, admired the patience and 
humility with which he conformed to their ftrideft 
kiftitutions, collefked every word which dropt 
from his lips as the genuine eiFufions of infpired 
wiidom ; and perfuaded themfelves, that their 
prayers, their fafts, and their vigils, were lefs 
meritorious than the zeal which they expreffed^ 

cxile» of thofe celebrated dod^ors. This concealed parallel is very 
dextcroufly mrnaged by the Abbe de la Bleterie» Vie dc Jovien, 
torn. i. p. 130. 

^3B Hinc jam toto orbe profugos Athanaiius, nee iillus ei tutii8 a4 
latendum fuper-e: at Ipcus. Tribuni* Praefe^U, Comite8« exei^tut 
guoque, ad petveftigandam eum moventur edi<ftis Imperialibut : 
praBOiia delatoribus proponuntury ii quis eum vivumf h id miiiu% 
caput certe Aibanaiii dctuliflet. Ruiin, 1. i. c. 16. 

and 
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C H A t>. md the dangers which they braved, in the de- 
^^L^ fence of truth and innocence '^. The monafterie^ 
of Egypt were feated in lonely and defolate 
places, on the fummit of mountains, or in the 
iflands of the Nile ; and the facred horn or trum- 
pet of Tabenne was the well-known fignal which 
affembled feveral thoufand robuft and determined 
Monks, who, for the moft part, had been the 
peafants of the adjacent country. When their 
dark retreats were invaded by a military force, 
which it was impoffible to refift, they filendy 
ftretched out their necks to the executioner ; and 
fupported their national charaSer, that tortures 
could never wreft from an Egyptian the cofifeffion 
of a fecret which he was refolved not to dif- 
clofe '^. The archbifhop of Alexandria, for 
whofe fafety they eagerly devoted their livesj 
was loft among a uniform and well-difciplined 
multitude ; and on the nearer approach of danger, 
he was fwiftly removed, by their officious hands^ 
from one place of concealment to another, till he 
reached the formidable deferts, which the gloomy 
and credulous temper of fuperftition had pec^ied 
with daemons and favage monfters. The retire- 
ment of Athanafius, which ended only with the 
life of Conftantius, was fpent, for the moft part, 
in the fociety of the Monks, who faithfully fiprved 
him as guards, as fecretaries, and as meflengers } 

"9 Gregor. Nazianzen. torn. i. Orat. xxi. p. 384, %Z^, S^ 
Tilletnont, Mem. Ecclef. torn. vii. p, 176—410. 8ac— 880. 
^ «4» £t nulla tormentorum vis invcnifi adhuc potuit ; quae ob» 
durato ilHus tradtCis latroni Invito elicerc potuit, ut roriien pro* 
prium dicat. Ammiau. xxii. 1$. and YalcCus zd locum. 

but 
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but the importance of maintaining ^ more inti- chap. 
mate connedion with the Catholic party, tempted 
•him, whenever the diligence of the purfuit was 
abated, to emerge from the defert, to introduce 
himfelf into Alexandria, and to truft his perfoli 
to the difcretidn of his friends and adherents. 
His various adventures might have furnilhed tht 
. fubjedl of a very entertaining romance. He was 
once fecreted in a dry ciftem, which he had 
fcarcely left before he was betrayed by the trea- 
chery of a fen^aie flave '** ; and he was once con- 
cealed in a ftill more extraordinary afylum, thfe 
houfe of a virgin, only twenty years of age, and 
who was celebrated in the whole dty for her ex** 
tjuifuc beauty. At the hour of midnight, as flie 
related the (lory many years afterwards, fhe was 
furprifed by the appearance of the Archbifhop in a 
loofe unJrefs, who, advancing with hafty fteps, 
conjured her to afford him the proteftion which 
he had been directed by a celeftial vifion to feek 
under her hofpitable roof. The pious maid ac^ 
cepted and preferved the facred |)lcdge which was 
entrufted to her prudence and courage. Without 
Mnj>afting the fecret to any one, fhe inftantly con- 
duced Athanafms into her mofl fecret chamber^ 
and watched over his fafety with the tendemefs of 
a friend and the afTiduity of a fervant. As long as 
the danger continued, fhe regularly fupplied him 
with books and provifiohs, waflied his feet, ma- 

'4« Rufin. 1. i. c. iS. Sozomcn, 1. iv. c. lo. This and Uie 
ibllowlng Ilojy will be rendered imponible, if we fuppofe that Atha- 
twfius always inhabited the afylum which he accidentally or occafion- 
ally had ufed. 

Vol. III. C c naged 
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CHAP, hagcd his correfponiieace, and dexteroufly coi*- 
cealed from the «ye of fufpicion^ this familiar 
and foUtary intercouiffe between a faint whofe 
charader required the moft unblcsiiibed.chaftity, 
and a female whdfe charma: might excite^ the inoft 
dangerous emotioos **\ Dupng the fix years of 
perfecution and exile, Athanafhis repeated his 
Wfits to his fair and faithful compaaiDii; and the. 
/ormal declaratioioi, that \» faw. the councils ^f 
Rimim and S«leucia'^% forces us to believe that 
he was fecretly prefent at the time and place of 
their convocation* The advantage of perfbnally 
negodating with his friends^ and of obferving 
and improving the divifi<»as of hifr enemies, might 
juftify^ in a prudetit ilatefman, fo bold and dui- 
geroufi an enterprise: and Alexandria was oon- 
ne&ed by trade and navigation with every fiqi- 
|K>rt of the Mediterranean. From the depth of 
his ina€ce0ible retreat, the intrepid primste waged 
an incci&nt and offenfive war againfl: the protedor 
of the Arians ; and his fealonable wjcitings, which 
were diligently circulated and eagerly perufisd^ 
contributed to unite and aninuite the orthodoK 
party. In his public apologies^ which he ^a^** 
dreffed to the emperor himfelf^ he fometiiMa 

^ «4» Palladius (Hift. Laufiac, c* \%S. in Vit Patrum, p. 77^.)»'thc 
original author of this anecdote^ had converfed with the damlieii who 
ID her old age Aill remembered with pleafiire £q pioi^s aa4 horKUtr- 
able a conne<5Uon. I cannot indulge the delicacy of B;iroQiiii,Vak- 
iius, Tillcmont, &c. who almoit reject a ftory fo unworthy, a& th^y 
deem it, of the gravity of ecclefiailical hiftory- 

>*3 Athanaf. torn. i. p, S69. I agree wUh TWemont (toni.<nii. 
p. ii9r.)» that his expreiKons imply a perlEonal, thoii^h pei^iAps 
ftxrtt, vilit to the fynods. 

8 aflytlei 
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«fie6bd/thi5 pttiife of modefaricflir whiMl at the ^J^^- 
£uaas tiiBB, in feci^t and vthtment inveftives^ he u .^uj 
opofed Cbnftanmw aH a -weadc und ^cked prince, 
thaiGDecudmnr of his ikmily, tbe tyrant of the 
arqaubiic, and the andcfatiil of the church. la • 
the iboight of his profperity, tbe Tiftorious mo- 
oarch, wlw had ^dKLftiTed the rafiitiefs of GaUus, 
and fupf>rcfled the #evok of Sylvaixue^ i^ho had 
taken the diadem from the head of Vetranio, and 
vanqui&ed in the field the iegioas of Magnen** 
tius^ Received from an invifiblc hand a wound, 
tvhich he could neither heal nor revenge ; and the 
Jon of Conftaimne t«^ the frft of the Ghriftian 
princes uho experieMed the ftrength of thofe 
pirindpirs^' which, in the caufe of religbn, cotrld 
lefift .the .moil violent exertions of the civil 
p<bwer^^4 ' 

Theiperiecution of Athanafi«s, and of fo many ^mn 
ccfpedable bifliops, who fuffered for the truth oif 
their opinions, or at leaft for the integrity of thdur 
kxadckncR*, was a jnft fubjed of indignation and 
difcontent to all Chriftians, except thofe who 
.were blindly devoted to the Ariaii faftion. The 
people regretted the lofs of their faithful paftors, 
whofe banifljfimeat was ufually followed by the in« 

■^♦Thc EpIfHc of Athanafius to the Monks is filled with re- 
)KT>ac)^es, which the public mufl feel to be true (vol. i. p. 834. 
9^6.); and, ift compltnent to his readers he has introduced the 
coifiparifonsof Pharaoh, Ahab, BclfhaZ7-ar, &c. The boldnefs of 
Hilary was attended with Ids danger, if he publifhed his inventive jo 
Gaul aticr the revolt of Julian ; but Lucifer feiit his libtls to Con- 
ftauttuA, and alm^ll chalUaged tbe reward of martyrdom. Sec 
Tinemoot; torn, vii^ p 905. 

V C c a tnifioh 
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CHAP, triifion of a ftranger **^ into the epifcopal chair^ 
^^' and loudly complained, that the right of eledion 
was violated, and that they were condemned to 
obey a mercenary ufurper, whofe perfon was un^ 
known, and whole principles were fufpeded. The 
Catholics might prove to the world, that they 
were not involved in the guilt and herefy of their 
eccleiiaftical governor, by publicly teftifying their 
diffent, or by totally feparating themfelves from 
his communion. The firft of thefe methods was 
invented at Antioch, and pradifed with fuch fuc- 
cefs, that it was foon diftifed over the Chriftian 
world. The doxology, or facred hymn, which 
celebrates the glory of the Trinity, is fufceptible of 
very nice, but material, inSexions ; and the fub- 
fiance of an orthodox, or an heretical, creed, may 
be expreffed by the difference of a disjunftive, or 
a copulative, particle. Alternate refponfes, and 
a more regular pfalmody '***, were introduced into 
the public fervice by Flavianus and Diodoru^, 
two devout and a£tive laymen, who were attached 
to the Nlcene feith* Under their condudl, a 
fwarm of monks iffued from the adjacent defert, 
bands of well-difciplined fingers were ftationed ia 
the cathedral of Antioch, the Glory to the Father, 

HJ Athanafius (tom.i. p. 8ii.) complains in general of fhtt 
pradtice, which he afterwards exemplifies (p. 861) in the pretended 
elcftion of Falix. Three, eunachs reprefented the Roman people^ 
and three prelates, who foMowed the court, aflumed the fundiona 
of the hiflu)ps of the Suburbicarian provinces. 

"^ Thomaflin (Difcipline de TEglffe, torn. i. 1. li. c. 74, 73, 
p 966 — 984 ) has cGl]e<5fed many curious fa^ts conccminp tkeoriyiA 
and progrcfs of church-fingin^, both in the Baft an4 Weft% 
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AND the Son, and the Holy Ghoft '♦% was tri- ^ h A.p; 

umpharitly chanted by a fall chorus of voices ; ^^^' 

and the Catholics: mfulted, by the purity of their 

doSrine, the Arian prelate, who had ufurped the 

throne of the venerable fiulfethius. The fam« 

zeal which infpired their fongs^ prompted the 

more fcrupulous members ' of the orthodox patty 

to form feparate aflemblies, 'which' were governed 

by the prefbyters, till the death of iheit exiled 

bifhop allowed the eledion and confecratioh of a 

new epifcopal paftor***. The revolutions' of thi 

court multiplied the number of pretenders ; and 

the fame city was often difputed, under the reign 

of Conf^antius, by two, or three, or even four 

billipp?^ who exercifed their fpiritual jurifdidion 

over their refpedive followers, and alternately 

iofl and .regained the temporal pofleffions of the 

church,. The abufe of Chriflianity introduced 

into the J^oman government new caufes of tyranny 

£ucui feidition ; the bands of civil fociety were 

torp) afunder by the fury of religious faftions ; and 

the. obfcure citizen, who might calmly have fur- 

yejred the elevation and fall of fucceflive erivr 

. ' iWi Wiifoftot-gfiUs, L ilk c, 1 3. .Godcfroy has examined this fob? 
jc<a with Angular accuracy (p.,i4r» &c.). I here were three het^- 
rcKloif; forms: **Ti>the father By the SonfOrui in the Holy Ghoft :'^ 
*«^Tiiuthc father, and the Son in the H.>ly Ghoft :" and *' I o tho 
*ftfethei^yj»lhf %>ii fl(*/ the Hr\y Ghoft." 

. >4i ^ftertbc CJ|Jle of Eurtathius, under the reign of Conftantine, 
the rigid party of the orthodox formed a feparation which afferwards 
j<lf«g<^fieratcd into a fchifm, and lafted above fourfcorc yars. See 
TjlteP*q«t,,JMcm., E9def. torn. vii. p, 35—54. 1137— .1158. ton\. 
viii. p. 557-'^3** ^3'4— 133*« Jtn many churches, the Arians 
and HomoouHans, who had renounced each other's communiony co(i» 
tMHyed fi)r fome time to. join in prayer. Pbiloftpjcgiu?,^ K iii. c« 14^ 

C c ^ perors^ 
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CH^P. pcrors, Jmaginfed and exjjiemneM, that hfe own 
t^ ,-^r^_^ life and fortune Were-tonttefted \rith th^ interefts 
of a popular €eclefiaftfc. Thecxampk of 'the 
two capitals, Rome and' Cofiftahrinople, may 
ferve to reprefcnt the ftate df the empire, and the 
temper of mankind, under the rdgn of the fons of 
Conftantine. • ' 

^°°*- L The Roman pontiff, as long as he main- 

tained his ftation and his principles, was guarded 
by the warm attachment of a great pedple ; and 
could rejefk with fcorn the prayers, the menaces, 
and the oblations of an heretical prince. When 
■ the eunuchs had fecretly pronounced the exile of 
Liberius, the well-grounded apprchenfion of a 
tumult engaged them to ufe the utmoft precau* 
tions in the execution of the fentence. The 
capital was inverted on every fide, and the prae- 
fea vras commanded to feize the perfon of die 
bifhop, either by ftratagcm, or by open force. 
The order was obeyed; and Liberius, with the 
great eft difficulty, at the hour of midnight, was 
fwiftly conveyed beyond the reach of the Roman 
people, before their conftemation was turned into 
rage. As foon as they were informed of his ba- 
nifhment into Thrace, a generfiil af^emb^y' * ^^^ 
convened, and the clergy of Rome bound them* 
felves, by a public and folemn oath, never lo 
defert their biihop, never to acknowledge the 
ufurper Fselix ; who, by the influence of the eu- 
nuchs, had been irtegularly chofen and conifer 
crated within the walls of a profioie pahce* At 
the end of two years, their pious obftinaty fub* 
fifted entire and unibaken; and when ConftaiK 

tius 
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this li&ttd Rofie^ he was affailed by the impor- c HA P. 
tunate folicitauQns of a people^ who had preferved, 
as the lafl: remnant of their ancient freedom, the 
right of trea^^g their fovereign with familiar in- 
folence. The. wives of many of the fenators and 
mod honourable citizens<» after preffing their huf« 
bands to intercede in favour of Liberius, were ad- 
vifed to undertake a commiilion, which, in their 
hands, would be lefs dangerous, and might prove 
more fuccefsful. The emperor received with po- 
litenefs thefe female depudes, whofe wealth and 
dignity were difplayed in the magnificence of 
their drefs and ornaments: he admired their in- 
flexible refolution of following their beloved paftor 
to the moft dillant regions of the earth ; and con- 
fented that the two biihops, Liberius and Faelix, 
ihould govern in peace their rcfpedive congra. 
gations. But the ideas of toleration were fo re- 
pugnant to the practice, and even to the fenti^ 
ments, of thofe times, that when the anfwer of 
Conftantius was publicly read in the Circus of 
Rome, fo reafonable a project of accommodation 
was rejeded with contempt and ridicule. The 
eager vehemence which animated the fpeftators 
in the decifive moment of a horfe-race^ was now 
direOied towards a different objeft j and the Cir- 
cus refounded wit;h the fhout of tboufands, whp 
repeatedly exclaimed, " One God, One Chrift, 
" One Bilhop/* The zeal of the Roman people 
in the caufe of Liberius, was not confined to 
words alone ; and the dangerous and bloody fedi- 
baa which they excited foon aiter the departure 

Cc4 of 
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^xxi^* of Cdnftantius, detenrnncd that prmce to sctept 

. v^-^^O the fubmifHon of the exiled prdate, and to reftore ^ 
him to the undivided dominkm of the cafHtaL 
After fome ineSe&ual refiftance^ his rival uns ex^ 
pelled from the city by the permifiion of the eirw 
peror, and the power of the oppofite £su£tion ; die 
adherents of Faelix were inhumanly murdered ia 
the ftreets^ ia the public places, in the baths, 
and even in the churches ; and the face of Rome, 
upon the return of a Cliriftian Infhop, renewed 
the horrid image of the maifacres of Marius, and 
the profcriptions of Sylla **^ 
Conftnn- IL Notwithflanding the rapid increafe of Chrift- 

tinoplc. jjmg under the reign of the Flavian family, Rome^ 
Alexandria, and the other great ddes of the em- 
pire, flill contained a flrong and powerful fedion 
c£ infidels, who envied the profperity, and who 
ridiculed, even on their theatres, the theological 
difputes of the church. Conftantinople alond 
enjoyed the advantage of being born and educated 
in the bofom of the faith. The capital of die 
Eaft had never been polluted by the worihip of 
idols ; and the whole body of the people had 
deeply imbibed the opinions, the virtues, and 
the pajfiocs, which diflinguifhed the Chrtftians of 
that age from the reft of mankind. After the 
death of Alexander, the epifcopal throne was dif- 
puted by Paul and Maccdonius. By their zeal 

'49 Sec, on this e^clcfiaftical revolution pf Romc^ Ap^ipianjLU, 
XV. 7. Athanaf. torn. i. p. ^34. 861. Sozomen, I. iv. c. y. 
Thcodorct. 1 ii. a. 17. Sulp. Sever. Hift. Sacra, 1. ii, p. 413. 
Hteronym. Chfon. Marcellin. ct Fauftili. J-ibcll. p-^j.4< XiiJc- 
mont. Mem. Bcclcf. torn. vi. p. 336. 

and 
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^d idnlkie^iclicf both :ck&ma-ih<!f €*tti«Jht fta- ^^^J^ 

^0& to vAikh^ih^vi^rbd'y and if the mora! cha- k ^ ^ \ s^ 

ra&ear of .Macedcnliu xvas k6 e^eptionable, his 

competitor had the 'advantage of a prior ele&ian 

ami a mc^e octhodoi^ do£tme< ^s fi#m attach* 

ment to the Nicene creed) which has given Paul 

3. place in the calendar among feints and martyrs, 

expofed him to the refentmfi^t of the Arians^ In 

the fpace of iburteen years he was five times drivell 

frorii the throne; to which he was more frequently 

r^ftored by the violence of the people, than by the 

,permifEon of the prince ; and the power of Mau- 

cedonius could be fecured only by the death of 

his rival. The unfortunate Paul was dragged in 

i;hains from the fandy deferts of Mefopotamia to 

the mod defolate places of Mount Taurus **% 

confined in a dark and narrow dungeon, left fix 

4ay6 without food,, and at length ftrangled, by 

the order of Philip, one of the principal minifters 

of the emperor Conilantius ***. The firft blood 

which ftained the new capital was fpilt in this go- 

clefiailical conteil ; and many pafons were ilain on 

' «5o Clicufiiswas the laft*flage of his life and fufferings. The 
fifttfttion of that lonely town, on the confines of Cappadocia, CiH. 
ci9, and the LefSer Armenia* has occ ifioned fonic geographical per* 
plcxity ; but we are dire(fted to the true fpot by the courfe of the 
K Oman road from Caefarea to Anazarbus. See Cellarii Geograph. 
tjpm: M%p. 113. Weflelifig ad Itinerar. p. 179. 705, 

.151 Athanafius (torn. i. p. 705. ti3, Si4«) ^^rms, in the moft 
poHtive terms, that Paul was murdered ; and appeals, not only to 
common feme, but even to the unfufprcious teftimony of Philagrius, . 
on6 of the Arian perfecutors. Yet he acknowledges, that the here, 
tics attributed to difeafe the death of the btfhop of Conftantinople. 
Athanafius is fervilely copied by Socrates Q.iu c. 16.); but So- , 
zont^n, who difcovers a more liberal temper, prcfumes (1. iv. p. a.J 
to iafinuatea prudent doubt. 

both 
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^ XXI ^* ^^^ fvie&j in die furious and obftinate fedidons erf 
the people. The cmnmiffion of enforcii^ a fen^ 
tence of banifhment againft Paul, had been en- 
tnifted to Hermogenes, the mafter-general of the 
cavalry ; but the execution of it was fatal to him- 
fclf. The Catholics rofe in defence of their 
bifliop ; the palace of Hermogeiles was confumed ; 
the firft military officer of the empire was dragged 
by the heels through the ftree.ts of Conftantinople, 
and, after he expired, his lifelefs corpfe was ex- 
pofed to their wanton infults'**. The fate of 
Hermogenes inftrufted Philip, the Prsetorian prae- 
feft, to afl: with more precaution on a fimilar oc- 
cafion. In the moft gentle and honourable terms, 
he required the attendance of Paul in the baths of 
Zeuxippus, which had a private communication 
with the palace and the fea. A veflel, which lay 
ready at the garJen-ftairs, immediately hoifted 
fail ; and, while the people were ftill ignorant of 
the meditated facrilege, their biftiop was already 
embarked on his voyage to Theflalonica. They 
4bon beheld, with.furprife and indignation, the 
gates of the palace thrown open, and the ufurper 
Macedonius feated by the fide of the praefe6: on a 
lofty chariot, which was furrounded by troops of 
guards with drawn fwords. The military procef- 
fion advanced towards the cathedral; the Ariass 
and the Catholics eagerly ruflied to occupy that 
important pofl; and three thoufand one hundred 
and fifty peribns loft their lives in the confiifion of 

»s» Aimniimu^ (yW. lo.) refers to his own account of Uus tragic 
cvitit. But wc no longer poflTcfs that part oi his hillory . 

the 
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Ac tttmuk* Macedonio$, who was fapported by ^^h^' 
a regular force, obtained a decifiye vlftory; but -_ ^-- r 
his reign was diiliu^bed by clamour and fedition ; 
and the caufe« which ap]^eared the lead connefted 
wkh thfc fubjeft of difpute, were fufRcicnt to 
nourifh and to kindle the flanie of civil difcord* 
As the chapel in which the body of the great Con* 
ftantine had been depofited was in a ruinous con- 
dition, the biihops tranfported thofe venerable re- 
mains into the church of St* Acacxus. Thh pru- 
dent and even pious meafure was reprefented as a 
wicked profanation by the whole party which ad- 
hered to the Homooufian dodrine. The faftions 
immediately flew to arms, the confecrated ground. 
Was ufed as their fldd of batde ; and one of the 
eacleiiailical hiftorians has obferved, as a real 
faft, not as a figure of rhetoric, that the well be- 
fore th« chtirclr overflowed with a ft ream of blood, 
^hich fitted the porticoes and the adjacent courts. 
The writer who ihould impute thefe tumults folely 
to ,% religious principle^ would betray a very im- 
p«ifed knowledge ctf human nature; yet it muft' 
be eobfefidd, that the motive which milled the 
finoerity of zeal, and the pretence which difguifed 
tlks iiceiidcmfiieis cf paffion, fupprefled the re- 
m^orfe-iwhidify in another caufe, would have fuc- 
cettdedv to riifl 'rdge of the Chri(Kans of Conftan- 
tift^k^w,' 

>j* See Sccntes, 1. 11. C. 6, 7. X2, tj. 15, 16. 16^17. jjS. and 
Si)7PnfrQ» I m 1, 4« f. ^ 1-**. c; ii. til The aiU of St. Vkw\ 
of Conftantinople, of which Photius has made an abftra^t (Phot.- 
Bibliot. p. 1419— r430.)> are an jadiffeje^it copy of thefc hiftoriajM; 
but a modern 6reek> who could write the Ufc of a faint withtwit 
atkling fables and miracks, is entitled, to fome commendation. 

The 
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CHAP- The cruel and arbitrary difpofition of Confhui* 
^ _ J , ^ tiu$, which did not always require the provoca- 
Criieity tions of guilt and refiftance, was juftly exafperated 
Arian». by the tumults of his capital, and the criminal 
behaviour of a feftion, tvhich oppofed the autho- 
rity and religion of thehr fovereigit. » The ordinary 
punifliments of death, exile, and confifcation 
were inflided with partial rigour ; ctnd the Oi^eks 
Aill revere the holy oiemory of two ^krks, a 
reader, and a fub-deacon^ who were accoibd of 
the murder of Hermogenes, and beheaded*' at <cbe 
gat^s of Conitanxinopk. By an edid of Conflaaduy 
agi^nft the Catholics, which has not been judged 
worthy of a place in the Theodofiaa code^ tbp6^ 
who . refuTed to communiczrte with the . AiiaH 
biihops, and particularly with MacedOoius^- wwo 
4^^^^^ ^ ^^^ immunities of eccfefiaftks^ tnA 
of the rights of Chriftiansj tl^^y^vfieire! cofOj^U^ 
to relinquish the pofleilioa of the (^urclt^s ; W^ 
were ftridly prohibited from holding th^ afl^^ 
blies within, the walls of the city. Th^p e^^^ciuipa 
of this unjud law, in the provinces of. Ti^raef ap4 
Afia Minor, was . committed to tb^ fi^pf M^ 
cedonius ; the civil and military powers were 
direfted to obey his commands; and the cruelties 
"^ exercifed by this Semi-Arian tyrant in .the-fuppoft 
. ' of the H^momijiony exceeded the comimffion, «ikl 
difgraced the reign, of Conflantius. The facra- 
^, ments of the church were admuudered to the 
reluftant viSims, who denied the vocation, tmcj 
abhorred the principles, of Macedonius. The.Rt^ 
of baptifm were conferred on women 5md chiVi- 
dren, who, for that purpofe, had been torn from 

the 
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ihe arms of thar iiiends and parents ; the nioutht ^S^A^* 
of the communicants were held open, by a wooden \_--^- r 
engine, while the confecrated bread was forced 
down their throat; the breafts of tender virgins 
were either burnt with red-hot egg-fhells, or in* 
hnmanly comprefled between iharp and heavy 
boards '**. The Novarians of Conflantinople, and 
the adjacent country, by their firm attachment to 
the Homooufian ftandard, defervcd to be con-, 
founded with the Catholics themfelves. Macedo- 
nitts was informed, that a large diftrict of Pa- 
phlagonia '" was almoft entirely inhabited by thofe 
feftaries. He refolved either to convert or to ex- 
tirpate them ; and as he diftruflred, on this occa- 
fion, the efficacy of an ecclefiaftlcal miffion, he 
tommanded a body of four thoufand legionaries 
to march againft the rebels, and to reduce the 
territory of Mantinium under his fpiritual domi- 
nion* The Novatian peafants, animated by de- 
fpair and religious fury, boldly encountered the 
invaders of their country ; and though many of 
the Paphlagonians were flain, the Roman legions 
were vanquiflied by an irregular muldtude, * 

■*♦. Socrates, I. li. c. ^7^ S^- Sozoraen,!. iv. c. ai. The prin- 
cipal aiLftants of Macedonius, in the work of pcrfecution^ were the 
two bifliops of Nicomedia and Cyzicii >, who wer; eftec mcd (or their 
tirtuesy and cfpecially for their charity. I c^nnot forbear reminding 
the reader, that the ditference bttwoen rhe Homooti/hit and H.n.»im' 
Jion^ is »lmoft iiivifihle to the niceft theological eye. 

*** We are ignorant of the precife fituation of Afantinirm. Id 
fpeaklng of thefeyw/r bands of legionaries, Socrates, Sozoinen» and 
the author of the Ads of St. Paul, ufethe indefinite ternts of a»»9^t«i», 
^^:i)^fytk\ T*»yf*«tft> whfch Nicephorus very properly rranflates thw 
/and$. V^Jef. »i Soyrat. K ii. c. 38. 

arme^ 
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CHAP, irmed only with fcythes and axes ; and, except a 

,_-, ^ , ^ few who cfcaped by an ignonunioiu flight, fojir 

^oufand foldiers were left dead on the field of 

battle. The fuccelfor of Conftantius has expidP* 

ed, in a condfe but lively manner, fome of the 

theological calamiticfi which afBlfted the empire^ 

and more efpeciaUy the £aft, in the reign of. a 

prince who was the fiave of his own paiTions, and 

of thofe of his eunuchs. ** Many were imprifoned, 

^^ and perfecuted, and driven into e;Kile« Whole 

•* troops of thofe who were fUled herc^ were 

^^ maiiacrcd, particularly at Cyzicus> and at Samo- ^ 

^^ fata. , In Paphlagonia, Bidiyoia, Galatia, and 

" in many other provinces, towns and village 

" were laid wafte, and utterly deftroyed ."**/' 

ThcrcTolt While the flames of the Arian controverfy con- 

cfthc^Po- fumed the vitals of the empire, the African pro- 

natift Cir- yinces were infelled by their peculiar enemies the 

fion8» favage fanatics, who, under the name of Cir^um* 

a^.ic. cellionsy formed the ftrength and- fcindal of the 

Donatift party'". The fevere execution of the 

laws of Conftantine had excited a fpirit of difcon- 

tent and rcfiftance ; the ftrenuous efforts of his 

fon Conftans, to reftore the unity of the church, 

exafperated the fentiments of mutual hatred, which 

had firft occafioned the feparationj and the me- 

>^^ Julian. Epiftol.lii. p. 4)6. edit. Spanliclm. 

>57See Optatua Mikvitanus (particHUrly iii. 4.)> with the Do- 
lUitift hiftory» by M. Dupin. and the onginej pieces at the end of fats 
edition. The numcroua circumHaaces which Augiidin has me»^ 
tioned, of t^ fury of the C'tixjiOKeUiong againft others^ and againft 
themielve^, have. been labortouHy colledcd by Tillemont* Mem* 
Ecclef. torn. vL p. 147^165; and he has 4>fUio, though wit)ioiit 
dcfign, expufcd the iDJuries which had provoked thofe fanatics. 

thods 
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tfaods of force and corruprion employed by the CHAP. 
two Imperial commiiSoners, Paul and Macafius, 
-fumiihed the fduimatics with a fpecious contrail 
tietween the maxims of the apofties and the con- 
4duft of their pretended fuccc{^org"^ Tlie pea- 
sants who inhabited the villages of Numidia and 
Mauritania, were a- ferocious race, who had been 
imperfti6tly reduced under the aiithority of the 
Roman la-ws ; who were imperfeftly converted to 
Ae Chriftian faith ; but who were aduated ty a 
blind and forious enthufiafm in the caufe of dieir 
Donatift teachers. They indignantly fupported 
the exile of their bifhope, the demolition of their 
churches, and the - interruption of their fecret 
aflemblies. The violence of the officers of 
jUftice, who were ufually fnftained by a military 
gtOrd, was fometimes repelled with equal vid- 
teice? and the blood of, fome popular ecdcfiaftics, 
"ix^dch had been flied in the quarrel, inflamed 
dldr rude followers with an eager defire of re* 
veoiging the death of thefe holy mart)Ts* By 

^ It is afonfio^ enough to obferve tlie language of oppofite par- 
tl^, when they fj>cak of the fame nwn and things. Gratus, bifliop 
fl# Carthl^gei begins theacchimations ol'an orthodox fynod, *' Ora- 
l[fiB% peO oms^^otcfiti et CIrrifto Jefu ... qui imperavit rdigicv- 
** fiffimoCboftanti Imperatori, ut v<)tiimgcrcrct unitati*, et mitteret 
***'fttnirtro8 fanfti opcrU famii/os Dii Paufum et Macsrium." Mo- 
nument. Vet. ad Calcem Optati, p. 313. " Ecce fubito/* (fay** 
the Donatift author of the Paffion ot Marciilus) " de Conftantis re- 
•* ^3 tyrannica domo . . . polldtum Macariame pexfectuionis mur- 
•^'flftir ipcrtpiik, et dkahus he/lih a4 Africavn imin$» eodtin Afllcet 
•« Mactno et Paiilo execrandum prorfiiu ac dlrum ecclefiae certameti 
** indidam eft ; ut popu^its Chriftianas slA unioitem com trAditort- 
^ btft iicicnciarA, nuriatis militiim gladiis et draconmn prefentibiis' 
t9<fi|^it» f!t tubarum voctbus ^on^eretur. ^ Monunent. p. 304. 

their 
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^xx^^* their own cruelty and ralhnels, the minUlers 6f 
pcrlecutlon fometimes provoked their fate; and 
the guilt of an accidental tumult precipitated the 
-criminals into defpair and rebellion. Driven 
from their nanve villages, the Donatift peafants 
alTembled in formidable gangs on the edge of the 
Getulian defert ; and readily exchanged the habits 
of labour for a life of idlenefs and. rapine, which 
was confecrated by the name of religion, and 
faintly condemned by the doftors of the fe£h 
The leaders of the Circumcellions afTumed 
the title of captains of the faints; their 
principal weapon, as they were indifferently pro- 
vided With fwords aijd fpears, was a huge and 
Weighty club, which they termed an Ifraelite ; and 
the well-known found of " Praife be to God,*' 
which they ufed as their cry of war, diffufed con* 
fternation over the unarmed provinces of Africa. 
At firft their depredations were coloured by the 
plea of neceflity; but they foo^ exceeded the 
meafure of fubfiftence, indulged without controul 
their intemperance and avarice, burnt the villages 
which they had pillaged, and reigned* the licen- 
tious tyrants of the open country. The occupa-< 
tions of hufbandry, and the adminiftration of 
juftice, were interrupted j and as the Circumcel- 
lions pretended to reftore the primitive equality of 
mankind, and to reform the abufes of civil fociety, 
they opened a fecure afylum for the flaves and 
debtors, who flocked in crowds to their holy 
• ftandard. When they were not refilled, they 
iifually contented themfelves with plunder, but 
4he.flightefl: oppofition provoked them to afts of 

violence 
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violence and murder ; and feme Catholic priefts, CHAP, 
who had imprudently fignalized their zeal, were \j,-^-^ jj- 
tortured by the fanatics with the mod refined and 
wanton barbarity. The fpirit of the Circumcel- 
lions was not always exerted againft their defence- 
lefs enemies ; they engaged, and fometimes de- 
feated, the troops of the province ; and in the 
bloody aflion of Bagai, they attacked in the open 
field, but with unfuccefsful valour, an advanced 
guard of the Imperial cavalry. The Donatifts 
who were taken in arms, received, and they foon 
defcrved, the fame treatment which might have 
been flicwn to the wild beafts of the d«fert. The 
captives died, without a murmur, either by the 
fword, the axe, or the fire ; and the meafures of 
retaliatioa were mutliplied in a rapid proportion, 
which aggravated the horrors of rebellion, and 
excluded the hope of mutual forgivenefs. In the 
beginning of the prefent century, the example of 
the Circumcellions has been renewed in the per- 
fecution, the boldnefs, the crimes, and the en- 
' thufiafm of the Camifards ; and if the fenatics of 
Languedoc furpaffed .thofe of Numidia, by their 
military aitchievemerits, the Africans maintained 
their fierce independence with more refolution 
and perfeverance '^^ 

Such diforders are the natural eSeOts of religious Their re- 
tyranny ; but the rage of the Donatifts was in- f|ficid*8, 
flamed by a frenzy of a very extraordinary kind ; 

*» The Hiiloire dcs Camifards, in $ vol. iimo. VHIcfranche, 
J7<Oy may be recommended sla accurate and impartial. It requires 
fome attention to difcover the religion of the author. 

Vol. hi. D d and 
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CHAP, and \vhich, if it really prevailed among them m 
t ^-j-j j fo extravagant a degree, cannot furely be paral- 
leled in any country, or in any age. Many of 
thefe fanatics were poffeffed with the horror of 
life, and the defire of martyrdom; and they 
deemed it of little moment by what means, or 
by what hands, they perifhed, if their conduft 
was fanftified by the intention of devoting them- 
felves to the glory of the true faith, and the hope 
^ of eternal happinefs **^\ Sometimes they rudely 

difturbed the fellivals, and profaned the temples 
of paganifm, with the defign of exciting the moft 
zealous of the idolaters to revenge the infulted 
honour of their gods. They fometimes forced 
their way into the courts of juftice, and compelled 
the affrighted judge to give orders for their im- 
fnediate execution. They frequently flopped tra- 
vellers on the public highways, and obliged them 
to inflitl the flroke ' of martyrdom, by the pro- 
raife of a reward, if they confented, and by the 
threat of inftant death, if they refufed to grant fo 
very fmgular a favour. When they were difap- 
pointed of every other refource, they announced 
the day on which, in the prefence of their friends 
and brethren, they fhould cafl themfelves head- 
long from fonie lofty rock ; and many precipices 
were fhewn, which had acquired fame by the 
number of religious fuiddes. In the aftions of 
thefe defperate enthufiafts, who were admired by 
one party as the martyrs of God, and abhorred by 

»^'^ I he Donatifl filicides alleged in their juftification the example 
of Rr/tas, wliich is related in Uic 14th chapter of the fccond book 
of tlx? Maccabees. 

the 
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the other as the vidiins of. Satan, an impartial ^5J^^' 
philofopher may difcover the influence and the t.— y!^ 
laft abufe of that inflexible fpirit, which was ori- 
ginally derived from the character and principles 
of the Jewifh nation. 

The fimple narrative of the inteftine divifiohs. General 
which dill rafted the peace, and difliondured the of the 
triumph, of the church, will confirm the remark of J^Jjfj^***^ 
a pagan hifliorian, and juftify the complaint of a A. D. 
venerable bifhop. The experience of Ammianus ^**""^ 
had convinced him, that the enmity of the Chrif- 
tians towards each other, furpafled the fury of favage 
beads againfl: man '^' ; and Gregory Nazianzen mofl 
pathetically laments, tli:it the kingdom of heaven 
was converted, by difcord, into the image of chaos, 
of a nofturnal tempeft, and of hell itfelf "*\ The 
fierce and partial writers of the times, afcribing ali 
virtue to themfelves, and imputing all guilt to their 
adverfaries, have painted the battle of the angels 
and daemons. Our calmer reafon will rejed fuch 
pure and perfefl: monfters of vice or fanflity, 
and will impute an equal, or at leaft an indifcri- 
minate, meafure of good and evil to the hoftile 
fecbaries, who aflumed and beftowed the appella- 
tions of orthodox and heretics. They had been 
educated in the fame religion, and the fame civil 
fociety* Their hopes and fears in the prefent, or 
in a future, life, were balanced. in the fame pro- 
portion. On either fide, the error might be in- 

^^^ NiiUas infeftas hominibus bcftias, -iit funt (ibi fcralcs picrique , 

Chridianorum expcrtus. Amm»an* xxii. 5. 

161 Grcgor. Nazianzen» Orat* i* p. 33. Sec THlemont, torn. vt. 
p. 5OF. qUiirto edit. 

i) d a iiocent. 
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nocent, the faith fincere, the praftice meritorioug 
or corrupt. Their paffions were excited by fimi- 
lar objects ; and they might alternately abufe the 
favour of the court, or of the people. The meta- 
phyfical opinions of the Athanafians and the Arians, 
could not influence their moral charader ; and 
they were alike aduated by the intolerant fpirit, 
which has been extracted from the pure and (impic 
maxims of the gofpel. 

A modern writer, who, with a juft confidence, 
has . prefixed to his own hiftory the honourable 
epithets of political and philofophical "^% accufcs 
the timid prudence of Montefquieu, for negleft- 
ing to enumerate, among the caufes of the decline 
of the empire, a law of Conftantine, by which the 
excrcife of the pagan worfliip was abfolutely fup- 
preffed, and a confiderable part of his fubjefb 
was left deftitute of priefts, of temples, and of 
any public religion. The zeal of the philofophic 
hiftorian for the rights of mankind, has induced 
him to acquiefce in the ambiguous tefUmony of 
thofe ecclefiaftics, who have too lightly afcribed 
to their favourite hero the merit of a general per- 
fecution'^*. Inftead of alleging this imaginary 

1^3 Hifiotre Politique et Philofophique des Etabliilemens des £u« 
ropeens ^ns led deux Indes, turn. i. p. 9. 

^^ According to F.ufcbius (in Vit. Conftantin. K ii. c. 45.) the 
emperor prohibited, both in cities and in the country, ra fAwx^a, 
. • • Tiif EiJvXoXaresutc ; the abominable aits or parts of idolatry. 
Socrates (1. i. c. 17.) and Sozomen (I. ii. c. 4, j.) hate reprefcnted 
the conduft of Conftantine with a juft regard to truth and hiftory; 
which has been nejilcAed by Thcodorct (1. v. c. ai.) and Orofius 
(vii. a8.)- Turn deinde (fays the latter) primus Conftantinus Jufu 
ordine et pio >iccm vertit cdifto ; fiquidem ftatuit citra ullam homi- 
num cxdem, paganorum tcmpla claudi. 

law. 
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law, which would have blazed in the front of the CHAP. 

xxr 
Imperial codes, we may fafely appeal to the on- u-lv— J 

ginal epiflle, which Conflantine addreffed to the 
followers of the ancient religion ; at a time when 
he no longer difguifed his converfion, nor dreaded 
the rivals of his throne. He invites and exhorts, 
in the moft preffing terms, the fubje<3ts of the 
Roman empire to imitate the example of their 
mkfter ; but he declares, that thofe who ftill re- by Con- 
fufe to open their eyes to the celeftial light, may ^*°*^''°^' 
freely enjoy their temples, and their fancied gods. 
A report, that the ceremonies of paganifm were 
fupprefled, is formally contradifted by the em- 
peror himfelf, who wifely afligns, as the principle 
of his moderation, the invincible force of habit, 
of prejudice, and of fuperftition '*\ Without 
violating the fanftity of his promife, without 
alarming the fears of the pagans, the artful mo- 
narch advanced, by flow and cautious fleps, to 
undermine the irregular and decayed fabric of 
polytheifm. The partial afts of feverity which 
he occafionally exercifed, though they were fe- 
cretly prompted by a Chriftian zeal, vvere colour- 
ed by the faireft pretences of juftice and the 
public good; and while Conftantine defigned to 
ruin the foundations, he feemcd to reform the 
abufes, of the ancient religion. After the example 

»«* Sec Eufebius in Vit. Conftantin. I. ii. c. 56. 60. In the fer- 
mon'to the aflcmbly of faints, which the emperor pronounced when 
he was mature in years and piety, he declares to the idolater* 
(c. xi.)» that they are permitted to offer fagrificcs, and to cxercife 
every part ©f their religious worfliip. 

D d 3 of 
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C9AP- of the M^ifeft of his predeceflbrs, he condemned^ 
u*v^ under the moft rigorous penalties, the occult and 
impious arts of divination j which excited the 
vain hopes, and fometimes the criminal attempts, 
of thofe who were dil'contented with their prefent 
condition. An ignominious fdence was impofed 
on the oracles, which had been publicly conj- 
yifted of fraud and falfehood; the effeminate 
priefts of the Nile were aboliftied ; and Conftan- 
tine difcharged the duties of a Roman cenfor, 
when he gave orders for the demolition of feveral 
temples of Phoenicia; in which every mode of 
profUtution was devoutly praftifed in the face .of 
day, and to the honour of Venus '^. The Im- 
perial city of Conftaniinople was, in fome mea- 
fure, raif^d at the expence, and was adorned 
iwith the fpoils, of the opulent temples of Greece 
and Afia ; the facred property was cpnfifcated ; 
the ftatues of gods and heroes were tranfported, 
with rude familiarity, among a people who con- 
fidered them as pbjeds, not of adoration, but of 
curiofity : the gold and filver were reftored to cir- 
culation ; and the majgiftrates, the bifhops, and 
the eunuchs, improved the fortunate qgcafion of 
gratifying, at once, their zeal, their avarice, and 
their refentment. But thefe depredations were 
confined to a fmall part of the Roman world j an4 
the provinces had been long fuice accuftomed to 

«'* Sec Eufcbiiw, in Vit. Conftarrtiii. 1. iii. c. 54 — 58. and 1. iv. 
c. a 3. »5. Thffe afts of aiithonty may be compared with the fup« 
prcffion of the Bacchanals, and the demolition of the temple of Ifis^ 
by the magiftratcs of Pagan Rome. 

endure 
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endure the fame facrilegious rapine, from the chap. 
tyranny of princes and proconfuls, who could not v-^.^^^ 
be fufpefted of any defign to fubvert the eftablifhed 
religion '^% 

The fons of Conftantine trod in the footfteps of j"<i h»« 
their father, with more zeal, and with lefs dif- 
cretion. The pretences of rapine and oppreffion 
were infenfibly multiplied '^* ; every indulgence 
was fhewn to the illegal behaviour of the Chrif- 
tians; every doubt was explained to the difad- 
vantage of paganifm ; and the demolition of the 
temples was celebrated as one of the aufpicious 
events of the reign of Conftans and Conftan- 
tius'*'.' The name of Conftantius is prefixed to 
a concife law, which might have fuperfeded the 
liecefTity of any future prohibitions. ^ It is our 
** pleafure, that in all places, and in all cities, 
** the temples be immediately fhut, and carefully 
** guarded, that none may have the power of 
** offending. It is likcwife our pleafure, that ail 

>^7 Eufebius (in Vit. Confkant 1. iii. c. 54.) and Libanius (Orat. 
pro Tcmp'is, p. 9, xo. edit. Gothofrcd.), both mention the pious 
facrilege of Conftantine, which they viewed in very different lights. 
The latter exprefsly declares, that " he made ufe of the facred mo- 
*' ney, but made no alteration in the legal woi;fliip j the temples 
" indeed were impoveriftied, but the facred rites were perfoimed 
" there.*' Lardner's Jcwiih and Heathen Teftimonies, vol. iv. 
p. x4o« 

"^ Ammianus (xxii. 4.) fpeaks of fomc court eunuchs who were 
fpoliis templorum pafti. Libanius fays (Orat. pro Tempi, p. a;^.), 
that the emperor often gave away a temple, like a dog, or a horfe, 
or a (lave, or a gold cup : but the devout philofophcr takes care to 
obferve» that thele facrilegious favourites very fcldom profpered. 

»^ Sec Gothofred. Cod. Theodof. torn. vi. p. %6%. Libau. Orat. 
Parental, c. x. in Fabric. Bibl. Graec. torn. vii. p. 13J. 
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^ xxf ^' ^' ^^^ fubjefts Ihould fabftam from facrifices. If 
^* any one fliould be guilty of fuch an aft, let 
^' him feel the fword of vengeance, and after 
** his execution, let his property be confifcated 
** to the public ufe. We denounce the fame 
** penalties againft the governors of the pro- 
** vinces, if they negleft to punifh the crimi- 
" nals '^\*' But there is the ftrongeft reafon to 
believe, that this formidable edia was either 
compofed without being publiflied, or was pub- 
lifhed without being executed. The evidence of 
fafts, and the monuments which are ftill extant of 
brafs and marble, continue to prove the public 
exercife of the Pagan worfhip during the whol(i 
reign of the fons of Conftantinc. In the Eaft, as 
well as in the Weft, in cities, as well as in the 
country, a great number of temples were refpefted, 
or at leaft were fpared ; and the devout multi- 
tude ftill enjoyed the luxury of facrifices, of fefli- 
vals, and of proceflions, by the permiffion, or 
by the connivance, of the civil government. 
About four years after the fuppofed date of his 

^7° Placuit omnibus locis atqiie urbibua univerfis claudi protinus 
templa» et accefTu vetitis omnibus liccntiam delinquendi perditiB ab- 
Hegari. Volumiu etiam cun^os a fa^crificiis abftinerc. Quod iiquis 
aliquid £orte hujufmodi perpo^raverit, gladio (krnatur: facultatet 
ctiam percmpti fifco dccernimus vindicari : et fia\ilitcr adfligi rec* 
tores provinciarum fi faclnora vindicate ncglcxcrint« Cod. Theodof. 
1. xvi. tit. X. leg. 4. Chronology has difcovcred fomc contradiAion 
in the date 01 this extravagant law j the only one, perhaps, by which 
the negligence of magiftrates is puniihed by death and confifcation. 
M. de la Baftie (Mem. de I'Academie, tom. xv. p. 98.) conjedlures, 
with a (hew of reafon, that this was no more than the minutes of a 
law, the heads of an intended bill, which were found in Scnniit 
Memoria:, among the pnpers of Conftantius, and aiterwaixU in*, 
fertedj as a worth^r models in the Thcodofian code. 

bipod jr 
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bloody edia, Conftantius vifited the temples of ^"^j^' 
Rome ; and the decency of his behaviour is re- u^-v-*-» 
commended by a pagan orator as an example 
worthy of the imitation of fucceeding princes. 
" That emperor/* fays Symmachus, " fufiered- 
" the privileges of the veftal virgins to remain 
" inviolate; he beftowed the facerdotal dignities 
** on the nobles of Rome, granted the cuftomary 
" allowance to defray the expences of the pub- 
** lie rites and facrifices : and, though he had 
" embraced a different religion, he never at- 
*' tempted to deprive the empire of the facred 
" worfhip of antiquity *'*." The fenate flill pre- 
fumed to confecrate, by folemn decrees, the 
divme memory of their fovereigns ; and Conflani*. 
tine himfelf was affociated, after his death, to 
thofe gods whom he had renounced and infulted 
during his life. The title, the enfigns, the pre- 
rogatives of SOVEREIGN PONTIFF, which had been 
inftituted by Numa, and affumed by Auguftus, 
were accepted, without hefitatiou, by feven Chrift- 
ian emperors ; who were invefted with z more 
abfolute authority over the religion which they 
had defcrted, than over that which they pro- • 
feffed''\ 

'7« Symmach. Eplflol. x. 54. 

>7» The fou;th Diflert;^tion of M. 4e la Baflie, fur le Souveniin 
Pontificat dcs Empcrcurs Romains (in the Men). deTAcad. torn. xv. 
P' 75— 144.'» is a very learned and judicious performance, which 
explains the Itate, and proves the toleration, of pagAnifai from Con- 
ftantine to Gratian. The aflcrtion of Zofimus, that Gratian was 
the firft who refufed the pontifical robe, is confirmed b«yond a 
doubt J and the murmurs of bigotry, on that fubjc(a, are almoft 
iilenccd. 

The 
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CHAP. The divifions of Chriftianity fufpended the rmn 
^^.^^...^ of paganifm '" ; and the holy war againft the in- 
fidels was lefs vigoroufly profecuted by princes 
' ^d bilhops, who were more immediately alarmed 
by the guilt and danger of domeftic rebellion. 
The extirpation of idolatry '^* might have been 

juftified 

'7J As I have freely anticipated the ufe of pagans and paganifm , 
I ihall now trace the Angular revolutions of thofc celebrated words. 
I. Uuyr,^ in the Doric dialedt, fo familiar to the Italians, fignifics a 
fountain ; and the rural neighbourhood which frequented the fame 
fountain, derived the common appellatiow of ^<jrjwj and /flg'tfii/(Feltus 
fub voce, and Scrvius ad VirgiJ. Georgic. ii. 382.). a. By an cafy 
extension of the word, pagan and rural became almoft fynonymous 
(Plin. H ft. Natur. xxviii. 5.) ; and the meaner ruftics acquired that 
nan>e, which has been corrupted \vi\.o pea/ants iwiht modern language* 
of Europe. 5. The amazing increafe of the military order intro- 
duced the neceffity of a correlative term (Hume's Eflays, vol. i. 
p. $$$.) \ and all the f'eople who were not enlifted in the fervice of 
the prince were branded with the contemptuous epithets of pagans 
(Tacit. Hi I*, iii. 24. 41- 77. Juvenal. Satir. xvi. Tertullian de 
Fallio, c. 4.). 4. The Chriftians were the foldiers of Chrift ; their 
advcrfaries, who retufcd hls/aeramtnt, or military oath of baptifm, 
might defcrve the metaphorical name of pagans: and this popular 
reproach was introduced as early as the reign of Valentinian (A. D. 
365.) into Imperial laws (Cod. Theodof. 1. xvi. tit. ii. leg. 18.) 
and theological writings. 5. Chriftianity gradually filled the cities 
of the empire ; the old religion, in the time of Pnidentius (adverf. 
• Symniachum, 1. i. ad fin.) and Orolius (in Praefat. Hift.), retired and 
languiilied in obfcure villnges{ and the word pagatu, with its new 
fignification, reverted to its primitive origin. 6. Since the worihip of 
Jupiter and his family has expired, the vacant title of pagans has 
been fiicceflively applied to all the idolaters and polythcifts of the old 
and new w^orld. 7. The Latin Chriftians beftowed it, without 
fcruple, on their mortal enemies the Mahometans ; and the purcft 
unitarians were branded with the unjuft reproach of idolatry and 
paganifm. See Gerard Vofllius Etymologicon Linguae Latinae, in his 
works, torn. i. p. 410. Godefroy's Commentary on the Theodofian 
Code, torn. vi. p. a 50. and Ducange, medix & infimiae LatinitAt. 
Gloflar. 

■7+ In the pure language of lona and Athens, EtJaiXon and *AaTfii« 
were ancient and familiar words. The former ei^refiTed a likenefa. 
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juftified by the eftablifhed principles of intole- CHAP. 
ranee : but the hoftile fefts, which ahemately 5_,r-^^Li 
reigned in the Imperial court, were mutually ap- 
preherifive of alienating, and perhaps exafperat- 
ing, the minds of a powerful, though declining 
fadion. Every motive of authority and fafhion, 
of intereft and reafon, now militated on the fide 
of Chriftianity; but two or three generations 
elapfed, before their victorious influence was 
univerfally felt. The religion which had fo long 
and fo lately been eftablifhed in the Roman em- 
pire was flill revered by a numerous people, lefs 
attached indeed to fpeculative opinion, than to 
ancient cuftom. The honours of the ftate and . 
army were indifferently beftowed on all the fub- 
jefts of Conftantine and Conftantius ; and a con- 
fiderable portion of knowledge and wealth and 
valour was ftill engaged in the fervice of poly- 
theifm. The fuperftition of the fenator and of 
the peafant, of the poet and the philofopher, was 
derived from very different caufes, but they met 
with equal devotion in the temples of the gods. 
Their zeal was infenfibly provoked by the infult- 
ing triumph of a profcribed fefl: j and their hopes 

an apparition (Homer. OdyflT. xi. 601.) a reprcfcntatfon, an image^ 
created cither by fancy or art. The latter denoted any fort of 
feruice or Ihvery. The Jews of Egypt, who tranflated the Hebrew 
fcriptures, retrained the ufe of thefe words (Exod. xx. 4, 5.) to the 
religious worfliip of an image. The peculiar idiom of the Hellenift«, 
or Grecian Jews, has been adopted by the facred and ecclefiaftical 
writrrs; and the reproach of idolatry {^^^uhohareua) has ftigmatizcd 
that vifible and ahje<ft mode of fuperftition, which fome feifts of 
Chriftianity ihould not haftiiy impute to the polythcifts of Greece 
and Rome. 

were 
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CHAP, were revived by the well-grounded confidence, 

^_r^^ that the prefumptive heir of the empire, a young 

and valiant hero, who had delivered Gaul from 

the arms of the Barbarians, had fecrctly embraced 

the religion of his anceftors* 
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